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More blue
skies ahead
for Alpaca

Industry.

I AM WRITING this exhausted but
elated, after what I believe was our
best ever Alpaca Seminar. The profes-
sional standard of organisation of the
event, the excellent venue and the
level of preparation by the speakers
made it an inspiring event (read more
in Jill Short’s article). A lot of new
faces this year — it’s good to meet the
diverse range of new people entering
the industry.

Everyone I've spoken to is particu-
larly excited by the idea proposed at
the seminar by our President, Alan
Hamilton, of the formation of a Fibre
Production and Marketing Co-op.
Alan was hopeful of a majority sup-
port for the idea, but even he was
overwhelmed by the 100% support
given by every attendee. This venture
will give every alpaca breeder an
opportunity to be part of the industry
in a larger and more meaningful way.
By owning shares in a company dedi-
cated to the marketing and sales of
alpaca fibre products we can all have
control of our own destiny in terms
of the ongoing success of our breed-
ing industry. What an opportunity
for people considering the purchase
of alpacas. They are not just buying
an animal, they are entering a strong
industry with a united purpose and
direction from which they can reap
the benefits. You will hear more
specifics about this project at the

AGM in October.

Proceedings are available for both

the main seminar and the vet seminar
at a cost of $23 each (incl. postage)
from Jenny Jones, Australian Alpaca
Association, 381 Tooronga Road,
Hawthorn East Vic 3123.

We have an opportunity to show
Australia that there are blue sky
opportunities and success stories
despite the hard times the country has
been through of late. I believe success
or failure is a self-fulfilling prophecy
and I've got my money on success.
Off my hobby horse now and out to
admire my animals.

Cherie Bridges
EDITOR
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supplied.

THE ALPACA INDUSTRY in
Australia is in a maturing process. As
people invest in their new animals to
establish their herds, they are keen to
learn how to improve them, what to
aim for in the breed. For this reason,
the Australian Alpaca Association ran
its first judging school in February
this year.

Applications to attend the judging
school were invited from Association
members and each applicant was
screened by a panel to ascertain expe-
rience with alpacas and other live-
stock.

The aim of the judging schools is

to establish consistency in judging

Participants at the Associations first
Jjudging school

and enable the Association to recom-

mend suitable judges for all levels of

shows. Criteria had been established

by the Association committee as:

* 65% fleece characteristics (coverage,
density, handle, eveness, lack of

guard hair)

Introducing ‘Benleigh Fantasy’ daughter of
‘Benleigh Champagne’ one of the excellent
males standing at stud in our breeding
for excellence in fibre and conformation.

GEELONG, VICTORIA

» Top quality alpacas in a variety of colours for sale.
» All stock sold with a health certificate.

» Pregnancy diagnosed by ultrasound and certificate

LET US SHARE WITH YOU A LIFETIME OF FARMING
AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY EXPERIENCE!

CoNTACT ALLAN AND CAROLYN JINKS — Telephone: (052) 50 2737

Facsimile: (052) 50 3447
———— e ———————
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We cngraat
Australian Alpaca Centre

The Australian Alpaca Centre, Berrima, The Australian Alpaca Centre also congratulates

NSW, celebrates its first full Nick and Lindy Polin's success

year of wholesaling and in continuing NSW's oldest and

retailing fine quality alpaca finest Alpaca Studs Grand

products to an ever-increasing Champion record, at the Sydney

family of alpaca fibre admirers. Royal Show for Coolaroo Alpacas.

A

The Coolaroo Alpaca Stud

For all enquiries and assistance to new and existing breeders

please contact: Philip or Judith Street
Phone (048) 78 5118 Fax (048) 78 5233
or Andrew Forrest
Phone (02) 290 1100 Fax (02) 290 1104




* 30% conformation
* 5% presentation.

The venue for the February school
was the Haldane family's property
'Purrumbete’, Camperdown, Victoria.
Roger Haldane, one of the instruc-
tors, was kind enough to provide
fleece and animals for the use of the
school. The other instructors were
Alan Hamilton, Geoff Halpin,
Darrell Bishop and Ian Bucknell.

Ian Bucknell taught ringcraft for
judges and exhibitors. Ian is a mem-
ber of the Royal Agricultural Society
Show Committee and is recognised
internationally as an authority on
sheep and cattle judging.

Ian's primary message was control.
The judge should be in control of the
ring at all times and determines how
the exhibits are to be paraded, lined

up and inspected. He recommended
that exhibitors be given more educa-
tion on presentation as many alpaca
breeders are not experienced at show-
ing stock.

The alpacas should lead easily

Ian Bucknell shows how to maintain
control in the ring.

from both sides; the exhibitors should
be well dressed and act with quiet
dignity remembering that they are
not just showing their animal but pre-
senting their industry to the public.

The trainee judges were shown a
video of alpaca judging in Peru, pro-
viding a glimpse of Peru's elite blood-
stock.

The judging is quick and sure —
the judge being incredibly efficient. A
quick visual assessment followed by
three to four brief fleece assessments
was all a judge required to place the
animal. His confident and learned
approach was worth aspiring to.

The next step in training was recog-
nising undesirable traits in alpacas.

SNOW SPIRIT

Senior champion
Royal Melb. Show
pure white sire
co-owner’s

Jenny & Lindsay
Gadsden

jNCA Q/Q{LPACAS

HAVE STANDING AT STUD

BLACK MAGIC

Senior champion
Royal Melb. Show
our jet black sire

AGISTMENT

Both have superb fleeces, temperament and conformation
Irene & Ken Allston Telephone: (059) 67 3338 - Fax: (059) 67 3634
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DESIRABLE ALAPACA FEATURES

1 Jaw - not over or undershot. /&—— 4
2 Nose - broad, medium length muzzle. ) & Y
3 Eves - bright. ,'9 3
4 EARs — medium length, well shaped, 1 —:‘K .

not banana shaped. 3"‘:‘.4‘ 5
5  Neck —in proportion to body.

——

FRONT LEGS — straight or slightly
deviated but not to excess. Toes )
pointed to the front and not fused. L

7  Back LEGS — straight, not bowed. Not sick-
le or cow hocked. All feet must stand \'
squarely on their pads.

8  TaiL—low set tail.

Booy — back strong and straight with
slight, gentle curve. Ribs well sprung and
body well proportioned.

10 FLeece — lack of medulation or guard hair
with density and fineness. Good coverage
of soft alpaca fibre on legs and head with
face cover not to excess. 6

B |
’ .
: 2
w
lv ’
..
)
. .A N ’
Lo ’
s
L4 ‘e
' i

Animal must have presence, be clean
and well prepared.

- JANE SZIGETHY-GYULA
\ Hesket RMB 3220, Woodend 3442
054-270375

DEDICATED TO BREEDING QUALITY AND
OFFERING CUSTOMER SERVICE
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ALPACA TYPES

Characteristics of
the three main

alpaca types,

huacaya, suri

and chili.

ANYONE who has visited a few
alpaca studs will be aware that there is
a variety of alpaca types. How do they
fit together in one industry? Is one
better than another? How do they
differ?

The genetics of the alpacas are
very mixed. Most animals in Australia
originated from Chile where they are
generally not selectively bred for type
or colour, hence the unpredictable
colour outcome when breeding.

As our industry matures, there will
be distinct goals and aims for breed-
ing. It may take time, but eventually
we will be able to influence the type
of animal we produce.

There are three main types of
alpaca: huacaya, suri and chili, each
with its own set of characteristics.

HuAcAya

The true-to-type huacaya has a soft
bonnet of wool on the forehead and
"mutton chops" on the cheeks. The
body wool grows straight out from
the body and is dense. The degree of
crimp in the fleece varies but the
denser animals generally have more
crimp. The fleece coverage should be
even and extend down the legs.

Huacayas make up the majority of
alpacas in South America, United
States and Australia. The wool is
strong and has good elasticity.

SURI

The fleece has a strongly defined
staple. The animal is covered in long,
pencil fine locks which hang straight

[

We specialise in assisting new comers into the industry
with top quality breeding stock, and helpful, ongoing
advice. Advice on any aspect of buying or raising
alpacas is only a phone call away.

For a sales list of available alpacas, and a
FREE REPORT on INVESTING IN
ALPACAS call now:

Peter 7&7Pauline Williams

ALPACAS FOR SALE

Being Australia’s largest alpaca stud, we have a great selec-

i tion of pregnant New Zealand born, Australian born and

Chilean females for sale. Many of these fine animals are due
to deliver their offspring immediately!

L Telephone:i (052) 67 2353 . Facsimile: (052) 67 26i8
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SURI HUACAYA

HUACAYA AND SURI

down from the body. Unlike the
huacaya the fleece has lustre and the
feel is more slippery and silky.

Suris are predominantly white or
light fawn. The average micron is
lower on the suri than the huacaya
fleece, but it is flexible and elastic.

The suri is less common than the
huacaya or the chili. The estimated
Peruvian population is twenty thou-
sand animals — or less than 1% of the
entire alpaca population. In the US
there are only 250 and in Australia
around 30.

The harsh climate in South
America is decreasing the Suri num-
bers. Cold temperatures can be harm-
ful in an animal whose fleece parts
along the backline, leaving it exposed
to the elements. More benign US and
Australian climates, better nutrition
and more adequate shelter allow the
suris to flourish. They are producing
higher live weights and fleece yields
and exhibiting excellent fertility.

CHILI

This is the term used in the US to
describe the animals that fall between

the huacaya and the suri. These
animals have a more open fleece than
the huacaya with wool that is more
"falling". However, they do not have
the defined pencil staple of the suri.
Chilis have a fringe of fleece on their
forelock which is long and straight.
On average, they are softer handling
than the huacayas, not as dense and
generally do not yield the same
weight of fleece.

It was suggested at the judging
school that, Australian breeders will
mate their chili females to suri alpacas
as they more closely resemble this
type and are more likely to throw
suris. Females of the huacaya type,
will more likely be mated with hua-

caya males. Eventually the breeds in
Australia could fall into two distinct

types — the huacaya and the suri.
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ROSEWORTHY SEMINAR

'HAPPY ALPACA ...ING

AT ITS BEST!

By Jill Short

Amid breeders,
investors, onlookers,
mice, a joey and

a baby, participants
were treated to a

very full and

exciting program.

HELD AT ROSEWORTHY Agri-
culture College in South Australia,
the 3rd Alpaca Industry Seminar
attracted 250 participants and was
described by many, if not all, as the
best yet!

The oft repeated ice breaker,
“Where are you from and how many
have you got?”, could be heard
repeatedly as people networked and
swapped experiences. In addition the
rooms were warm (a surprise after
Tocal) and the food was good. As
always fun was had by all on the
Saturday night despite the large num-
ber of injuries which appear to have
occurred as a result of overzealous
bush dancing.

Dr. Murray Fowler, a veterinarian
for 36 years and author of the “pink

book”, Medicine and Surgery of South
American Camelids, both entertained
and informed with his presentations
on Reproduction in the Male Alpaca;
Dental Care; and Hypophosphatemia
and  Rickets in  Alpacas.
Hypophosphatemia, for those not
familiar with the term, is the cause of
low blood phosphorous. According
to Fowler there is little question that
the immediate cause of at least one
form of rickets in alpacas is
hypophosphatemia.

GENETICS
There was a lot of lively discussion on
genetics following papers from Dr.
Raul Ponzoni, Principal Research
Scientist (Genetics) with the Primary
Industry Branch, Primary Industries

Making friends at Roseworthy.
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(S.A.) and Chris Tuckwell, the
Livestock Officer for Developing
Industries with the SA Department of
Agriculture.

Both cautioned about the inherent
risk of inbreeding, pointing out that
relative to other livestock industries,
we have a very limited gene pool in
Australia.

Choice of herd sire was seen as
critical with great emphasis being
placed on ensuring that all owners use
only “top sires” to breed from.

Chris Tuckwell created much
excitement by suggesting that unless
breeders have a large population of
alpacas they shouldn’t be selecting any
males from their own herds for breed-
ing as it is odds on they will make a
big mistake. He advocated relying on
the data bases of the large herds to
make objective assessments of the
most suitable sires for the industry.

In theory it was agreed he made
sense, but it is doubtful many went
home to transform the young hope-
fuls in their paddocks to wethers —
despite the suggestion which was put
strongly by some.

Chris also commented that if
breeders keep moving and changing
their genetics in an effort to improve
herds they could end up worse off.
His advice to smaller breeders was to
select a stud from which to source
sires and to keep with that stud.

Basic Care of Alpacas

For those just starting out on their
adventure with the alpaca, Cherie
Bridges provided some very useful
information and practical advice on
her own experiences as a breeder.

Starting with taking the animals
home she covered shade and shelter,
water, paddock care and pasture grass-
es before moving on to discuss care of
the alpaca itself. Supplementary feed-
ing, inoculation, parasite control were
all covered as well as cria care, wean-
ing and pregnancy.

7 The Tara Hills Experience

George Davis currently oversees the
Alpaca Research Project at Tara Hills
in New Zealand where for three years
close observation of alpacas has now
been undertaken. Some findings of
particular interest included:

Mating females — at a minimum
weight of 40kg (10-12 months of age)
is possible with no long term detri-
mental effect on dam or cria. Crias
have been observed to grow slightly
slower to 4 months but by 6 months
have nearly caught up (2kg differ-
ence).

Weaning — at five months seems
optimum for both cria and dam.

Shearing — annually in October
works well at Tara Hills with cria also
being shorn. Greater fleece yield
occurs by shearing cria and then
shearing again as Tuis rather than
waiting until they are Tuis. They
have also had no evidence that shear-
ing in late pregnancy has a detrimen-
tal effect on the dam.

Coat Colour — records from 130
births at Tara Hills have shown:

* When both parents are white 75%
of cria are white, 25% white with
either brown or black patches.

* When one parent is white 26%
brown & 51% black progeny.

* When both parents are brown
roughly 66% brown and 33%
black.

The results generally support the
notion that white is recessive to
coloured and black is recessive to
brown. There is also no evidence of
any dominance of sire over dam or
vice versa.

LocAL EXPERIENCE

Geelong vet Dr. Ewen McMillan who
looks after approximately 1200
alpacas and llamas at his practice
spoke on pregnancy diagnosis and
showed slides of ultrasound pictures
which more resembled rural topogra-
phy than alpacas. McMillan advocat-
ed ultrasound as the best diagnosis of
alpaca pregnancy and suggested that
in his experience females should be
12-18 months old and at least 50kg
in weight before mating. It is heart-

Tara Hills
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LQOKING FORWARD WITH FIBRE

Set against a solid background of Alpaca Information one of the highlights of
Rosewaorthy was the suggestion that the Association form a Fibre Co-operative
to participate in the development of a commercial textile company.

Following addresses on fibre from Professor John Leeder and Ken
Allston, Association President Alan Hamilton made the comment that Australia
and New Zealand should be able to lead the world in Alpaca Fibre Production
given our favourable climate, abundance of land and the state of the South
American fibre industry. He then floated the idea of a fibre co-operative com-
prising members of the Association but separate from the Association.

Two classes of shares would be issued. ‘A’ class shares (entitling the
holder to voting rights) and ‘B’ class fibre shares.

shares with a maximum allowable shareholding of say 10% to ensure no
dominance by any single shareholder. Co-op members and interested
Association members would then be asked to contribute their fibre for three
years to the Co-op in return for ‘B’ class fibre shares.

After three years fibre would be purchased from members commercially.

The Co-op’s charter would be to add value to the industry’s fibre by pro-
cessing, manufacturing and marketing highly saleable, commercial products.

The Seminar overwhelmingly endorsed the concept, one which will help
ensure that the Alpaca Industry is here for the long term, not only with an
exciting fledgling livestock industry but also a viable textile one.

The Association will now look at the proposal in depth with a view to hav-

All members of the Association would be invited to purchase ‘A’ class ing a firm proposal for members to consider early in 1994.

ening to hear Australian vets speak
with authority as for so long we have
had to rely solely from the advice and

experience of other countries.

PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATIONS
As in previous years the program also
included practical sessions on halter
training, correct show procedure and
assessment of quality, led by Roger
Haldane and Geoff Halpin. Some
concern was expressed at the lack of
definitive criteria given for both
showing and assessing quality. It was
pointed out that the industry is still
very much feeling its way on stan-
dards. This is considered necessary to
avoid imposing standards which may,
in the longer term, lead the industry
down the wrong path by encouraging
traits which may prove undesirable
once more is known about the opti-
mum commercial direction for the
industry.

The seminar concluded with an
Open Forum on the Sunday after-
noon where questions on everything
from the importation of Suris to
‘Johne’s diseases’ were raised and
answered and the formation of an
Australian Llama Association was
announced. Many stayed on for the
Veterinary Seminar on the Monday.

Congratulations must go to the
Association and its Administrative
Officer, Jenny Jones for organisation
of what was a first class event.

THE SURI

Standing at Stud in Victoria from early October
for a limited season only.

With soft brown eyes, excellent conformation
and lustrous light fawn fleece Ché is the first
Suri Male at stud in Australia.

An ideal sire for those looking to breed to finer,
softer handling fleece.

Particularly suited to the “Chili” type. Softens,
adds lustre and staple definition to fleece.

This is a rare (Spportuhity, not 'only to improve
the quality of your Huacayas but maybe to breed
your own Suri (50% chance).

Sor /l)/%f/&é)c o'ﬁ/,/@mﬁa{?b% call

Cherie Bridges : HamiltonBridges
Telephone: 053 48 7744 Facsimile: 053 48 7754

Jill & Martin Ruzicka : Bracken Ridge (AST) Alpacas
Telephone: (03) 819 1454 Facsimile: (03) 819 3583
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MARKETING PUSH PAYS

OFF IN AMERICA

Mike Safley
reports from
America on the
AOBA marketing
campaign that's
creating intense
public interest and
producing strong

sales growth.

Alpaca sale and
breeders party

at Julie Otis Congdon
Ranch, Snowmass

Colorado.

THE MARKET FOR ALPACAS in
America has recently progressed from
a steady simmer to a vigorous boil.
Both large and small breeders are
reporting strong sales. The Alpaca
Breeders and Owners Association
(AOBA) membership grew by 35%
during 1992 and new applications are
being received almost daily.

Alpacas have always sold well in
the US, but the bulk of the sales were
by the larger breeders. During the last
few months, buyer interest has been
intense and many smaller breeders are
now beginning to enjoy strong sales
from their ranches.

Why are sales noticeably better
and the market broader? Several
forces are at work. First, the alpaca is
receiving more interest from the gen-
eral public than ever before. This is a
result of more ranches being estab-
lished and becoming visible across the
country. Second, AOBA made a
strong commitment to marketing at

their 1992 convention in Estes Park,

Colorado — and it's paying off. The
concept of Alpaca Fests, which is
being promoted by breeders regional-
ly, is generating both immediate sales
and long term market development.
Regional markets are also being estab-
lished on the East Coast which com-
plement the strong existing markets
of the West.

The AOBA board of directors was
instructed by its members to make
marketing its number one priority
during 1992-93. The board in turn
appointed Bruce Barr, Jim Faiks, Bill
Graham and myself as co-chairmen of
the marketing committee. The com-
mittee was given the freedom to
develop and implement a comprehen-
sive marketing strategy. Finally, the
board of directors demonstrated its
commitment to the project by fund-
ing $10,000 in seed money and it
funds  if

promised  more

needed.

The committee's strategy was to
first produce quality marketing
materials. Once these
promotional tools were
completed, the committee
retained a public relations
firm to promote the alpaca
in the local and national
news media. All inquiries
generated by these stories
are directed to AOBA,
which then responds by
sending each interested
party the new marketing
information.

The committee cre-
ated several marketing
tools, beginning with an
alpaca video,fashioned
after the Australian video.

ALPACAS AUSTRALIA m WINTER 1993



Next, a state-by-state breeders'
directory was published, listing adver-
tisements from each participating
ranch. Revenue from the directory
was used to create a full colour
brochure which generally describes
alpacas and provides information
about their care. Finally, a 28-page
Alpaca Investment Brochure was
developed to articulate the financial
rewards of owning, “The World's

Finest Livestock Investment”.

1993 AOBA CONVENTION

The 1993 AOBA convention was
held at Estes Park, Colorado during
the first part of June. Marketing was

on everyone's mind and the mood
was upbeat. The seminars and work-
shops were well attended. The speak-
ers polled their audiences about the
length of time they had owned
alpacas. Fully one-third of the atten-
dees had owned alpacas for less than
one year. Many in attendance had not
yet bought animals. The workshop
on pre-purchase exams was particular-
ly well attended.

The sale barn contained 75 to 100
alpacas, many of which were shown
in the halter class show on Saturday.
The market committee promoted the
event as the largest show and sale in
the US. There were few sales until the
last day of the event. But starting
about noon on Sunday, sales boomed.
People began making their choices
after a weekend of looking. Breeders
left the convention with renewed
optimism for the alpaca market.

ALPACA FESTS

The first Alpaca Fest International
was held at Northwest Alpacas Ranch
during July 1992 in Oregon (see arti-
cle in Alpacas Australia Summer

1992). The event was sponsored
regionally by eight breeders. Since
this initial event, Rock Run Alpacas
of Malvern, Pennsylvania sponsored a
similar multi-breeder event. Julie Otis

Congdon of Snowmass Alpacas
recently hosted an Andean evening,
which featured several breeders, lots
of alpacas, a country and western
band and an outdoor cook-out.

Each of these events or festivals
has been a great success. The publici-
ty that results increases awareness of
the host ranch in the local area. The
gathering of a large number of

animals attracts lots of people and
news media. The breeders generate
sales and form closer relationships, all
of which fosters future co-operation.
This year's Alpaca Fest Inter-
national is scheduled for Spokane,
Washington in September. The event
will run during the inter-state fair,
which attracts over half a million
people. There will be an alpaca

veterinary

SHEARING MACHINES

HALTERS

* TINY

* WEANLING
* AVERAGE

* LARGE SIZES

Husbandry and

ELECTRIC AND AIR OPERATED

SHOW EQUIPMENT MADE TO ORDER

ALPACAS FOR SALE
(MALE & FEMALE)

LARGEST SUPPLIERS OF
ALPACA YARNS & TOPS
KNITWEAR IN MANY STYLES

HUMOROUS TEE SHIRTS AND AUSTRALIAN
ALPACA BUMPER STICKERS
* NOW AVAILABLE *

R.M.B. 4820 SEYMOUR 3660

ENQUIRIES - GEOFF and NANCY HALPIN
PH: (057) 969266 FAX: (057) 969330

WRITE NOW FOR YOUR FREE CATALOGUE
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investment seminar, a halter class
show, shearing demonstrations, vet
talks and fibre workshops. The host
ranch is Castle Hill Farms and there
are ten sponsoring breeeders. The
Fest is being advertised nationally and
sales should be strong.

STRONG SALES CONTINUE

Established alpaca ranches from

around the US are reporting their
best sales. Phil Switzer of Colorado
recently sold twelve alpacas in ten
days, mostly to first-time buyers.
Anthony Stachowski has sold over
forty animals since the first of the
year. He is now buying animals from
smaller breeders. The best news of all
is that smaller breeders are reporting
sales. Linda and David Livengood of
Cloud Nine Alpacas, a small breeder,
sold their entire year's production at
the West Coast Exotic Animal Show
held in Eugene, Oregon during May.

Joan Spiers of Santa Barbara,
California recently completed the first
US sale of alpacas to Japan. The new
owners call Joan regularly for advice.
The alpacas are reported to be enjoy-
ing their new home. Hopefully they
will have more company soon.

GREAT MEDIA

Those of you who are still reading
this article probably realise that I am
decidedly upbeat about alpacas. But I
left the most exciting news for last.

The public relations campaign ini-
tiated by AOBA is now coming to
life. NBC news aired a three-minute
piece about alpacas on the Today
Show at the end of June. Forbes
Magazine did a story about investing
in alpacas; it will run this summer.

The National Business News radio
broadcast a ten-minute, life interview
with me on June 24. CNBC, the
financial news television network shot
an alpaca segment at Fred and Linda
Walker's range in New Jersey, which
was aired during July.

AOBA maintains a strong com-
mitment to promoting and marketing
alpacas. I was personally encouraged
that Bruce Barr, who owns alpacas in
both the US and Australia and who
served on the marketing committee,
was elected to AOBA's board of
directors. Bruce will undoubtedly
become a strong voice for the contin-
uing development of the alpaca mar-
ket on both continents.

NE\TVE’ROJECTS

There are several new projects being
discussed by the marketing commit-
tee members.

One such project is the "infomer-
cial". This would involve the creation
of a 30-minute television program
which would be broadcast nationally
by satellite. Commercial spots will be
purchased by co-operating breeders to
pay for air time.

There is also talk of the first
breeder supported alpaca auction to
be held in the spring of 1994. Given
the collective effort of the AAA and
AOBA to publicise and promote
alpacas, the time will soon come
when the question, "What is an
alpaca?" will not often be heard.

I believe that alpacas today are a
ground floor opportunity in a new
and profitable, international business.
The next two or three years will be a
once-in-a-lifetime chance to be a pio-
neer in the art and science of raising
and breeding alpacas, the ‘aristocrat’of
all farm animals.

Australia’s Finest

Contact Andrew or Karen Caldwell
Wyona Alpaca Stud
Thuddungra NSW 2594

THE PROOF OF SUCCESS IS...

RESULTS

¢ Wyona Chipper — Reserve Champion Male 1st 6-12 Mths
¢ Wyona Solo — Ist over 2 y.o. Male

¢ Wyona Acaramachi — 2nd 12-24 mths Male

¥¢ Wyona Antonio — 2nd over 2 y.o. Male

AUSTRALIAS MOST SUCCESSFUL EXHIBITING STUD
AT SYDNEY RAS 1993

STUD SERVICES TO SHOW WINNING MALES AVAILABLE
PREMIUM QUALITY ANIMALS FOR SALE
Facsimile: (063) 833 578

Telephone: (063) 833 531

ALPACAS AUSTRALIA m WINTER 1993



KEYS TO SUCCESSFUL

lan Scott, Research
Associate with AgResearch,
New Zealand discusses

the problems that can
occur in efforts to achieve
a successful yearly cycle of
pregnancy and birth.

AKHIRA

PTY. LTD.

MATING

TO HAVE FEMALES PRODUCE
healthy offspring in each year of their
productive lifetime is the aim of every
livestock breeder. This is not easily
achieved. It is especially difficult for
alpaca breeders because the gestation
length is around 342 days, leaving
only three weeks in which to get your
alpaca pregnant to achieve a 12
months cycle! There is also a number
of physiological factors that can con-
spire against you.

MATING

Unlike most livestock species, female
alpacas do not have regular oestrous
cycles. That is, they do not come on

heat at regular intervals throughout
the breeding season. They do howev-
er, have regular cycles of ovarian folli-
cle activity. Over a period of about
twelve days a follicle will grow,
mature and then regress. This hap-
pens time and again so that there are
waves of follicle development. At any
one time there is usually not more
than one follicle greater than 6mm in
diameter present on one or other of
the ovaries, but there may be several
smaller than this. Introduction of a
male to a previously unmated female
will usually result in the female sitting
in a sternal recumbent position,
allowing the male to mate.

ALPACAS

AT STUD Superb white, fawn, brown and grey males.
O EVAO Pregnant females in a range of colours. All mated to top

stud males.

GARMENTS

We now stock a range of Alpaca jumpers, jackets, vests,

cardigans, ruanas, capes, hats, gloves in many beautiful
colours and styles. Also fleeces, fibre and tops.

Agistment ® Investment Opportunities ® Management
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE STUD STOCK INDUSTRY.

Inquiries to Robert or Lyn Shepherd
Springton Rd, Mt Crawford SA 5351

o (083) 246 130
Fas: (083) 246 755
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There will be times however, when
the female is unreceptive, and she will
try to run away, or will show aggres-
sion towards the male. In most
instances, this is simply a case of bad
timing, because if there are no folli-
cles of at least 3mm in diameter
present on the ovary she will not be
receptive. Try mating her again every
other day for five days. If she is still
not receptive, then the cause is most
likely something else. Are you sure
she is not already pregnant?

A possible cause of continuous
non-receptive behaviour is hypoplas-
tic ovaries, a defect where the ovaries
are very small in size, and have little
or no follicle activity. Laparoscopy or
ultrasound will reveal this condition,
and these females should be eliminat-
ed from the breeding flock.

OVULATION

Having got your pair of alpacas mat-
ing, the next event on the way to
pregnancy is ovulation. Stimulation
of the cervix during copulation causes
the pituitary gland in the brain to
release a surge of luteinising hormone
(LH) into the blood stream. This LH
travels down to the ovaries causing
any mature follicles to release an egg
(ovulation). Occasionally (about 5%
of the time), a female will have a
spontaneous ovulation. That is, a
large follicle will spontaneously erupt
and release an egg without mating
having occurred.

Whether following a spontaneous
ovulation or copulation, a corpus
luteum (CL) will form on the ovary
at the point of ovulation and begin to
secrete the hormone progesterone,
preparing the uterus for a possible
pregnancy. This CL will normally
persist for about 10 days, during
which time the female will not be
receptive. If the female become preg-
nant the CL persists throughout
pregnancy, which is why pregnant
females remain unreceptive.

In rare instances the CL will sur-
vive for up to 90 days although she is
not pregnant. This is referred to as a
persistent or cystic CL. Diagnosis of
this condition is very difficult without
ultrasound, as behaviourally and hor-
monally she will appear pregnant.
Once diagnosed, your vet can treat
the animal to make the CL regress,
and she will be ready for mating in a
few days time.

Unfortunately, because of the
wave-like nature of follicle develop-
ment, only about 50% of the females
will have a mature follicle at the time
of mating. This is the most common
reason for females failing to ovulate
and become pregnant. Mating each
female every other day until she
becomes receptive may overcome this
problem, but this isvery time con-
suming and impractical in large
flocks, and may overwork the males.

Research is currently being carried
out at Tara Hills to see if we can con-
trol follicle development. This would
ensure that mating occurs at a time
when we know there will be a mature
follicle present.

Sometimes a follicle fails to stop
growing at a mature size, and it
becomes grossly enlarged, or cystic.
The female will usually remain recep-
tive when a cystic follicle is present,
but the follicle will fail to ovulate.
Follicles will usually only remain cys-
tic for about ten days before regress-
ing and allowing a new follicle to
mature. Although a vet can readily
diagnose this condition by
laparoscopy or ultrasound, because
fertility is only temporarily affected, it
is most likely to go undetected.

Occasionally there will be an ani-
mal that won't become pregnant no
matter how many times she is mated.

Toll free:

ALPACA
INSURANCE
SO
RING
ROWNTREE

(008) 251 900

Business: (02) 363 5814
Home: (02) 363 4762
Fax: (02) 362 4039

David Rowntree
Livestock Insurance
Brokers Pty Ltd

Member: NIBA
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Ian Scott demonstrating an alpaca ultrasound

In this situation pituitary gland func-
tion may be impaired. These females
will have normal ovaries that can
develop mature follicles, but have an
inability to release sufficient LH
following copulation to cause ovula-
tion. This can be detected by your vet
injecting GnRH (a drug which stimu-
lates release of LH) when there is a
large follicle present. Females with
impaired pituitary function will not

ovulate, and should be eliminated

from your breeding flock.

PREGNANCY

From South American data it has
been estimated that foetal loss in
alpacas may be as high as 50%
between mating and 90 days gesta-
tion! Research at Tara Hills and
Flock House has shown this figure to
be much less in New Zealand at 23%,

but this is still unacceptably high. In
sheep, foetal loss is only about 5% up
to 40 days gestation. Alpacas (and lla-
mas) are unusual in that they seem to
be incapable of supporting a pregnan-
cy in the right uterine horn. This
means that in order to survive, an
embryo originating from an ovulation
on the right ovary must migrate to
the left uterine horn. Since alpacas
ovulate with equal frequency from the
left and right ovaries, this may be a
cause of foetal loss. As yet, it is not
fully understood why there are no
pregnancies in the right horn. The
right uterine horn is smaller than that
of the left, and therefore may be an
inhospitable environment for devel-
oping foetus. Also, it appears that
when a pregnancy is started in the
right horn, the hormonal signals from
the empty left horn are stronger and
fool the reproductive system into
thinking that there is no foetus pre-
sent. It is hard to reason the evolu-
tionary advantage of such a system,
but it is likely to prove extremely dif-
ficult to overcome.

A common cause of pregnancy
failure in alpacas is uterine infection,
which renders the uterus incapable of
accepting a developing embryo.
Infection may be caused by a difficult
birth or retention of afterbirth. The
infection can usually be effectively

e GROOM MASTER 15/75 -

« Light weight for easy use

* Detachable blade system

* One year limited warranty

* Medium & Fine blades available

INCLUDES

* Heavy Duty Single Speed
Clipper with Medium Blade

* Brush/Spring Assemblies

* Clipper Grease

* Blade Oil

* Cleaning Brush

BOTANY BAY IMPORTS

EXPORTS PTY LTD

14/2 Burrows Rd South

St Peters NSW 2044
PH:(02) 550 3890

WE ALSO STOCK A
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treated with antibiotics and a uterine
flush, but prevention is better than
cure. Difficult births are best attended
by a vet, who will probably give a
prophylactic shot of antibiotic.

Infection may also be caused by
poor mating technique by the male.

It is not uncommon for the male
to insert his penis in the rectum of
the female by mistake, and then
withdraw and insert his penis in the
vagina. This transfers bacteria which
are harmless in the rectum to the
reproductive tract, where they may
initiate infection.

At the beginning of mating it
always pays to ensure that the male
has his penis correctly positioned in
the vagina, and be prepared to assist
him to do so if necessary. Done care-
fully this will not disturb the mating
couple. Stress is also implicated in

foetal loss, especially later in the preg-
nancy. Fifteen females at about 9
months gestation were trucked for 2
hours from Tara Hills to another dis-
trict, and three aborted over the fol-
lowing ten weeks. In contrast, all fif-
teen of the pregnant females retained
at Tara Hills gave birth to health cria.
It is not known if the abortions were
caused by stress due to transportation,
a change in feed or a combination of
these and other factors. It seems
advisable to avoid, if possible, trans-
portation of alpacas in late pregnancy.

Having identified females with
reproductive abnormalities and elimi-
nated them from your breeding flock,
with careful management a pregnancy
rate of close to 100% is quite achiev-
able. Although it is inevitable that
there will be some foetal loss, a

birthing rate of 80% is possible.

[

ATTENTION!

ALPACA OWNERS AND BREEDERS

Lorna Howlett, well known author of
COMPLETE BOOK OF PONIES,
PONIES IN AUSTRALIA, THE PONY,
etc. is presently writing the history
of ALPACAS IN AUSTRALIA.

Owners and breeders are invited to
contribute short histories of studs and
interesting short incidents they have
experienced for possible inclusion. Quality
colour and b/w photographs will be
considered but all material MUST bear
sender's full name, stud name and address,
which must also be placed on back of
photographs. Please send only COPIES of
photographs. Stud numbers are important.
All material to:

Lorna Howlett,

30 Jupiter Street, Gerrigon, 2534.

o

A touch of heaven in the Yarra Valley

Amberdale
Alpacas

Skye Road, Coldstream, Victoria 3770

O Only 55km east of the centre of Melbourne, in
one of the most picturesque valleys in Australia.

O We aim to produce specialty fibre from high
quality breeding stock.

O Outstanding stud males available.

“I'm more than just
a pretty face.”

Jenny and Gray Morgan (059) 62 5352. Fax (03) 720 7110.
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A ONE-YEAR-OLD MIRACLE

MILLIE RECENTLY celebrated her
first birthday and had her photograph
taken with owner Carolyn Jinks to
record the event.

Those of you who have followed
Millie's progress over the last year
need no reminder of her battle to sur-
vive.

For those who are new to the
Association, Millie's vet, Dr Ewen
McMillan has provided the basis for a
novel potted history:

There once was a cria called "Millie"

With a leg that was broken -How
silly!

She's now strong and turned one

And can romp in the sun

This is Millie our Miracle "Filly".

WILLOW PARK

@5 We offer a complete service to alpaca
breeders and investors.

G:ﬁ Agistment at reasonable rates on ideal
rural pasture conveniently situated just
10 minutes from Historic Windsor.

635 Experienced veterinarian (trained in Chile)
on call around the clock.
We use ultrasound pregnancy diagnostic
equipment. Microchip implants are
also available.

‘Fp‘ Guidance and assistance to become established i m alpaca farmmg

@’5 Stud service with certified pregnancy guarantee. ~

&P High quality breedmg stock

~ ~ For further information: Phone Harry and Jenny Llaubon
ALPACA STUD | (045) 75 1437 Willow Park Alpaca Stud Wilberforce (Sydney) NSW.

ALPACAS AUSTRALA BRI WINTER 1993



FIBRE PRODUCTION &

MEASUREMENT FOR

Tumen Wuliji et al —
AgResearch, Invermay
Agricultural Centre.
Continuing research
being undertaken in
New Zealand for the
purpose of developing

the alpaca industry.

THERE ARE TWO BREEDS of
alpacas, huacaya and suri. Huacaya is
larger, having crimpy hair and bulky
fleece like that of a Romney sheep,
while suri is slightly smaller and
grows straight hair, which appears as a
slippery and compact fleece like that
of an angora goat. All imported
alpacas in New Zealand are Huacayas.
Alpaca fibre is praised for its natural
colours, softness, lustrous, bulky,
superb strength, light weightiness and
better insulation property.

The aim of introducing camelids
into New Zealand is to establish a
new specialty fibre industry. Over the
past four years our study has been
focusing on monitoring the fleece
weight and seasonality of fibre
growth; investigating the fleece
weight components and their relative
importance in animal selection, and
developing routine techniques of
shearing, fleece sampling, classing and
laboratory assessments.

This article discusses briefly the
shearing procedure, fleece weight,
fleece characteristics and spring
liveweight of alpacas at AgResearch
Tara Hills Station and a contracted
grazing property between 1989 and
1992.

PERFORMANCE RECORDING,
FLEECE SAMPLING &
MEASUREMENTS

Animal performance was recorded
from1989 to 1992 for live weight at
shearing (October), fleece weight and
fibre diameter. All fleece were sam-

ALPACAS IN Nz

pled prior to shearing, from the left
mid-side region above and mid body
line centred on the 6th rib by clip-
ping a patch (c. 12 x 12cm?) with
small animal clippers. Clean fleece
weight was determined using an air-
flow Fibre Diameter Apparatus
(IWTO-6). Alpacas at Tara Hills were
also used to estimate seasonal fibre
growth rates within a defined patch
(12 x 12cm) on right mid-side. The
patch was clipped using small animal
clippers (blade size: No. 30) and
expressed as clean dry fibre growth
mg/day/cm? area. A series of 12
patches were sampled for 12 full
fleeced alpacas in 1989 to determine
the most representative site for fibre
tests.

Fig. 1 Fleece partition on
body regions
for shearing.
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ALPACA SHEARING
Alpacas should be grouped separately
for sex, coat colour and age (i.e. adult,
tui and cria), and shorn in the
sequence white, grey, brown, black
and mixed colours to minimise colour
contamination.

Alpaca fleece comprises wool and
hair, with wool fibre covering the
sides and the loin of the animal and
hair fibre covering the chest, belly,
head and legs. Therefore the machine
shearing technique has been devel-
oped for separating these two parts in
alpacas.

The animals are shorn lying on
their side with the two hind legs tied
to a wall. Electric clippers with sheep
shearing comb and cutters are used.
An assistant holds the alpaca by both
front legs, stretching and rolling the
alpaca to expose the unshorn parts for
the shearer. Shearing is initiated on
the right side by first running a blow
from the belly line, vertically to the
shoulder area towards the withers. A
second blow is made along the hair
belly line towards the rump, and then
repeated blows run lengthwise until
the backline is reached.

The fleece is collected and the
alpaca rolled over to repeat the
procedure on the other side in the
opposite direction.

FLEECE CLASSING

Shorn fleeces were classed into colour
categories: white, grey, fawn, light
brown, brown, dark brown, black,
roan, brown and white, black and
white and spotted (or mixed colours).

Fleeces were separated into those
less than 1 year-old cria (baby), tui
(1 to 2 year old) and adult, and sorted
into: (a) premier fleece (back, side,
part of shoulder and rump); (b) neck;
and (c) oddments (apron, bellow,
legs, head, shankings, tail and other
extreme hair pieces) as illustrated in
Figure 1.

|M]

Cumulative %

Fig. 2
Change in fibre
diameter for two
herds over three
fleece productions
(1989 to 1992)
expressed as cumu-
lative % of animals

at each fibre
diameter grouping.

5 2 2 0 3s © 45
Fibre diameter
Estimated Valuss

RUFUS YOUNGBLOO])

Rufus Youngblood formerly of Glenwood Alpacas, now residing in the Hawkesbury Area
of NSW established himself as a top sire when his daughter Angelique won the 6-12
months class, Royal Easter Show (Syd) 1992. His son Chipper won the 6-12months class,
taking out Reserve Champion Male at the Royal Easter Show (Syd) 1993.

S

STUDPEE 51000
ENQUIRIES WELCOME

JONORA ALPACAS

NORMA & JORGEN ROTNE
11 WATTLE CRES
GLOSSODIA NSW 2756

PH: 045 76 5679
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Premier fleeces were graded
according to fineness into baby
(<22pm), extra fine (22-4.9um),
medium fine (25.0-29.9um), and
coarse (>30.0um) categories.

Extremely coarse guard hair and
kempy fleeces were also separated
from the main lots.

Fleeces were also sorted for length

into short (<6cm), medium (6-12cm)
and long (>12cm) grades.

ALPACA PERFORMANCE IN
NEW ZEALAND
Greasy fleece weight, clean fleece
weight and staple length were similar

in production year 1990 to 1992,
while shearing liveweights were

Fig. 3  Fibre growth rate on the mid-side in seasons }

over two years.

08 7

Fibre growth (mg/day/cm?)

0Oct89 Jan 90 April 80 July 90

0Oct S0 Jan 91 April 91 July 91 Oct 81
Sampling Date

increased from 64kg at 1989 to 66kg,
68kg and 71kg respectively in the
subsequent years for the herds.

Machos (male) produced higher
greasy fleece (+59%), clean fleece
(+56%) and staple length (+ 13%)
than hembras (female).

The fleece weight of alpacas in
New Zealand were similar to those
reported in South American litera-
ture.

The alpaca fleece show a higher
yield than sheep wool due to its lower
moisture and grease content as a
result of fewer sebaceous glands in the
skin. The major impurities of the
fleece were vegetable matter and soil
caught up in the fleece through their
“dust bathing” habits.

There was a significant coarsening
in fibre diameter from the first shear-
ing to the second and third shearing
by 4.6um and 5.8um respectively and
thereafter an approximate 1[ in a
year.

The overall coarsening of fibre
diameter in the herd is likely to be the
result of both better nutritional
condition in New Zealand and
increased animal age of herds (see
Figure 2).

Seasonal fibre growth pattern
(mg/day/cm?) was monitored in
alpacas. Fibre growth rate and fibre
diameter changes in each of the three
monthly periods for machos and
hembras were as shown in Figure 3.
Males appear to grow more and coars-
er fibres than females, though both
sexes have the same patterns being
higher in summer/autumn and lower
in win-ter/spring.

Fibre diameter was 31um, 27um
and 25.4pum in 1991 short fleeces for
adults, tuis and crias respectively,
which were markedly coarser than the
corresponding age groups in Peru
where 17.7um and 27.5um were
reported for one year and 6 year olds.
Variation of fibre diameter over the
body regions of alpacas show that the
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site serial 12, which is centred on the in liveweight, fleece weight and fibre adapt and be farmed in various condi-
6th rib above midbody line (correla- quality of alpacas farmed in the tem- tions, and with their specialty hair
tion coefficient with other series perate environment of New Zealand fibre production alpacas may offer an
excluding belly and legs is r = 0.9) is indicates that camelid species can opportunity of diversified farming.

representative of main

fleece and neck (a + b) |
for fineness tests (Figure | Fig. 5 Fibre diameter and medullation

4). Medullation rate and |

its degree progressed with | ‘
fibre diameter increases
(Figure 5).
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AUSTRALIAN ALPACA ASSOCIATION INC.
VICTORIAN CENTRAL REGION

AIPACA EXI)O ALPACA STUD

SunpAY 241H OCTOBER 1993

Carwidya

KEEP THIS DATE FREE

Held at Sunbury Lodge Equestrian Centre
near Kyneton. All under cover Olympic
size arena.

Will be an Alpaca only Show and Field day
Including: * Alpaca and fleece judging

e Superb conformation

Beautiful silver-grey
fleece

Born in Chile

e Inspection invited

* Top quality fashion parade Sired cria in

* Alpaca related Trade stands New Zealand

* Guest speakers and demonstrations

* Catering
* Single accommodation available on site by SERVICE FEE sl 000
arrangement for long distance participants. PREGNANCY GUARANTEED
MORE INFORMATION COMING SOON €

All Enquiries: Pauline Cowell

“Support your association” . i
Four Mile Road, Caramut, Victoria, 3274

Contact: President Peter Nicolas Ph (054) 237 220 Phone: (055) 998 285 e Fax (055) 998 309
Publicity Officer Robyn Morley Ph/Fax (054) 285 189
—.
e————————
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BREEDER PROFILE

By Mike james

This is the first

“Breeder Profile”,

a new Alpacas Australia
feature which will
appear regularly.

10 begin the series, who
better to profile than
Geoff and Nancy Halpin,
pioneers in the
Australian alpaca

industry.

TEN YEARS AGO, Nancy Halpin
would have laughed off suggestions
that she would one day be a successful
public speaker. These days, it's rou-
tine for Nancy to be addressing large
gatherings of alpaca enthusiasts; part
of everyday life to be promoting and
selling woollen garments; a daily
delight to be developing an on-farm
zoo. Ten years ago Nancy hadn't
heard about alpacas.

In 1983 her husband, Geoff, then
a leading Angora goat breeder, found
himself frustrated in his efforts to
diversify and develop new fibre indus-
tries. During a trip to New Zealand
Geoff voiced his frustrations to a
friend who suggested alpacas might
provide a solution. As Geoff says,
"These little guys sounded all right!"

On returning home, Geoff talked
to Nancy and the couple began an
involvement with alpacas that would
change their lives.

When Geoff and Nancy began
investigating the possibilities of the
breed the paucity of information —

Geoff Halpin with his son Douglas on ‘Romeo’.

even on basic husbandry — was a con-
stant source of disappointment and
frustration. Nancy remembers the
excitement of receiving a reply to an
early letter of enquiry — only to find
that the letter was written entirely in
Spanish. An expensive translation
yielded little of substance.

A trip to the USA in 1985-86 was
the turning point. It provided not
only the Halpin's foundation herd,
but also introductions to an array of
US alpaca breeders. These friendly
and enthusiastic Americans proved of
invaluable assistance to the Halpins
when their first alpacas landed and
the new task of rearing began.

Geoff also travelled to Peru to
study alpaca husbandry and although
many wonderful and generous people
shared their information and hospi-
tality, it saddened him to see the ter-
rorist disruption of Peru threatening
not only the alpaca industry but the
very fabric of daily life.

The Halpins first animals were
selected from Alaska which, thanks to
its latitude, has a virtually disease free
status. Additional animals came from
the Stachowski herd in Ohio. An
anxious period of quarantine began.
Geoft's contacts and experience from
his days as an exporter of Angora
goats held him in good stead as he
waded through the red tape.

Geoff was grateful for the help
and encouragement he received from
the local and Canberra representatives
of the Department of Agriculture.
Although the animals were complete-
ly new to Australia and exports from
Alaska unheard of, quarantine condi-
tions imposed by the Department
more than satisfied the requirements
of the anxious Halpins.

The first alpacas arrived at their
farm, Capalba Park, Seymour, from

quarantine at Spotswood in May
1988.

ALPACAS AUSTRALIA WINTER 1993

e ——



As the first alpacas in Australia
since Ledger's doomed experiment of
100 years before, they created a sensa-
tion. A media day at Seymour drew
over 60 reporters. An article in Town
and Country Farmer had the phones
ringing hot and a trickle of visitors to
the farm became a tidal wave. Shows
and field days became a month by
month marathon, exhilarating but
exhausting. In a way Geoff and
Nancy couldn't have anticipated,
alpacas took over their life. It became
increasingly difficult to keep up the
mainstream activities of the farm and
extra help had to be hired.

What was inescapable was the
appeal of the animals themselves.
Articles and advertisements caught
the attention of a huge audience, but
for most the conversion came when
they met the animals "in person".
Tiring as those few months were, they
were probably crucial to the establish-
ment of the breed.

"We probably made mistakes but
it was important then to grab the bull

by the horns, get
out there and
give things a
very big yank!"
Geoff recalls.
With six rare
and high-priced
North Amer-
ican animals
imported into
the

were

Australia,
Halpins
understandably
nervous when
they saw New
Zealand import
nearly 1,000 alp-
acas from Chile.

They soon realised that the pres-
ence of animals in larger numbers
would only speed the attainment of
their prime objective, the establish-
ment of a viable fibre industry in
Australia.

In April of 1990 a meeting was
held at Halpin's farm, attended by
nearly all of the 15 or so breeders

Nancy Halpin with two of the initial herd —
Stonewall and Majorette

then active in Australia. Plans were
drawn up for the establishment of the
Australian Alpaca Association whose
brief was to develop the industry.
Geoff was its first president.

The ensuing years have seen a
quantum leap in the number of ani-
mals in Australia and in the sophisti-
cation and knowledge of alpaca own-

After more than four years of
rent in Alpacas, we are now

Following careful selection, we now
also have Australia's largest Wether
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ers. This has led to a significant
upgrading of the national heard. As
Australia moves year by year towards
increased standardisation of the
breed, careful consideration of con-
formation, fibre quality and density
has taken over from the initial
‘woolly” enthusiasm.

Geoff is keenly aware of the over-
riding importance of fibre as a criteri-
on for animal selection and the cru-
cial breeding determinent. He
believes that the scope for Australian
fibre development is enormous. These
are matters, of course, to which the
Alpaca Association now devotes itself
keenly and Geoft is an active support-
er of the development of regions and
the training of judges. The next
important step is research into fibre
markets and the marrying of alpacas'’
inherent strengths to the demands of
these markets.

Education of growers and shearers
is vitally important. Owners who are
new to the fibre industry should be
giving careful thought to the types of
pastures they run their animals on,
the time of year they are shorn and
the way the fibre is taken from the
animal and sorted. Summer seeds and
clinging burrs are a particular contrib-
utor to dirty fleeces and poorer
returns.

Geoff cautions, "You can have a
beautiful alpaca, but shear it at the
wrong time of year to end up with a
fleece full of debris and you're just
wasting your time. Processors aren't
interested in having to make repeated
passes through a carding machine.”

Length of fibre, too, is an impor-
tant consideration with processors
seeking a consistent product neither
too short nor too long.

Geoff suggests that the work being
done by the Melbourne College of
Textiles, with input from the Alpaca
Association, is of vital importance to
every alpaca owner. The courses,
demonstrations and field days pro-
moting sound basics and a new
method of shearing are well worth
while. In essence, sound practice
involves removal of coarse fibre first,
leaving the blanket or back wool as
your premium product. This method
saves sorting and assists in presenting
uncompromised product.

Geoff and Nancy emphasise that
wherever alpaca fibre and products
are seen they must be promoted and
recognised as the very best of their
kind. They also urge newcomers to
the show circuit to be aware of the
way they present their animals, with
quality promotional materials and
grooming that reflect the prestigious

nature of the animal. This does not
mean over-grooming of the animals
themselves. A natural but clean cover
is far preferable to the "cotton wool"
or "candy floss" appearance which so
often is only achieved at the risk of
damaging the fibre and compromis-
ing its eventual worth.

Geoff and Nancy are also well
known for their alpaca products shop.
As well as books on alpacas, they also
sell and promote alpaca wool gar-
ments. Many of these still come from
Peru — a legacy of the days when there
was nothing available in Australia and
Nancy was keen to show the alpacas’
new fans an end product. Nancy and
her associates are working to increase
the representation of quality
Australian designed and produced
products, all the while helping to
educate local growers as to the
demands of the marketplace. They
also caution that when "value
adding", never lose sight of the value
factor. It is not enough for a product
simply to be made in Australia, it
must represent value and quality too,
especially in the ferociously competi-
tive "rag trade”.

Keen as they are on local craft and
design the Halpins see the long term
future of the fibre industry being a
global affair with the

more
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Association or its marketing arm
pooling the Australian clip, sorting by
colour, guage, length and quality to
offer a top class product to a very
demanding international fibre mar-
ket. Here again, the production of
quality starts right at the farm with
clean fleeces being paramount. Geoff
and Nancy stress the importance of
market research. It's a futile exercise
to leap into the production of, say, an
8-ply yarn from your raw fibre and
expect the market to gratefully receive
it. Delivering what the market wants
through a step-by-step process of
investigation and trial is the path to
success, a case of learning to walk
before we run.

Diversity has always been the key
to the Halpins' thinking as they've
developed their farming interests.
Freed from relying on a monoculture,
the Halpins have been able to balance
their earnings and develop new farm-
ing ventures on their attractive
Seymour property, Capalba park.

As a natural progression from the
overwhelming fascination their first
alpacas provoked, Geoff and Nancy
are now in the process of developing a
z00, adding tourism as an offshoot to
their conventional farming activities.
Although in its infancy, the tourism
concept has benefited both the
Halpins and their region. The Shire
of Seymour boasts an array of historic
farming, army and railway attrac-
tions, yet on the cover of their
tourism brochure they chose to
feature alpacas as their newest and
most unique attraction. Alpacas
provide a mighty drawcard for the
Seymour region and interest in
Capalba Park has been boosted by the
Shire's appealing brochure.

Geoff and Nancy, with some years
of husbandry under their belts, have a
surprisingly simple prescription for
alpaca nourishment and health. They
keep the food intake as natural as pos-
sible, supplementing grazing in hard
times with lucerne hay and a very
sparing use of pellets. They point out

that this regime is appropriate to their
situation, which is not afflicted by the
selenium deficiencies that characterise
many other parts of Australia’s
grazing land. Selenium deficiencies,
particularly in infants, while relatively
easily treated can be responsible for a
host of problems if left unchecked.

Geoff is adamant that over feeding
with high concentrate pellets can cre-
ate a dependency on what should be a
supplementary food and he recalls
seeing many overweight animals in
the USA. It's cruel to be too kind.
The alpaca's dense coat can mask its
real condition, so it is important to
feel along the back bone to guage its
condition rather than relying on the
indicators that present simply to the
eye. The most accurate gauge to con-
dition is keeping a record of weight.

In common with so many other
breeders, the Halpins feel lucky in
having a local vet who has been
entranced by alpacas. These novel
animals have stimulated his interest
and their gentle personalities have
won his heart. Geoff recalls being
amazed when his vet, on first check-
ing the animals over throughly,
stopped, picked up and smelled their
feet!

“These,” he pronounced, “have
got the sweetest smelling feet of any
animal I've come across.”

Geoff and Nancy make the point

too that in coming

soil and will be aware of animal
health problems.

As Nancy observes, alpacas are sto-
ical animals whose instinct is to mask
their illness to maintain pace with the
herd. Most owners with small herds
will be close to their animals and sen-
sitive to changes in their demeanour
but, and this applies especially to new
owners, by the time you notice an
alpaca looking poorly, the chances are
it really is ill, so ‘panic early’ and
waste no time in seeking advice if you
are the slightest bit in doubt.

Although Alpacas have established
an enviable record for health and dis-
ease resistence, Geoff and Nancy are
keen to see the region by region
building of a nationwide data base of
alpaca illness and a record of post
mortem details of any premature
deaths.

Good may come out of misfor-
tune if problems and symptoms are
better understood and the few vulner-
abilities of this breed become appar-
ent.

Australians have done well with
alpacas but the truth of the matter is
that the breed is still relatively new to
Australia and our knowledge still in
its infancy. The setting up of regions
and the sharing and flow of informa-
tion that this will encourage is a sign
of the industry's maturing and a great
hope for the future.

to grips with the
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Dear Sir

I see by yesterday's Argus that four
fine Alpacas had just arrived at
Adelaide. The fleece, the editor
remarked, was more like fine flossy
silk than hair, and averaged about
71/,lbs. each animal. We must
premise, too, that they must have
lost some portion of it knocking
about on board a ship for three
months. What a pity it is, Sir, that
we cannot manage to procure a few
hundreds to form a nucleus where-
with to stock the colony. Here is a
splendid animal, whose fleece is
worth at the present time from 2s.
9d. to 3s. 6d. per pound, very
hardy, can pick up a living where a
sheep would starve, and whose flesh
is delicate and wholesome food; and
yet, for the sake of two or three
thousand pounds, year after year
goes by and nothing is done
towards introducing what, in the
course of a few years, would be a
source of invaluable wealth to the
colony. I happen to know the
length and breadth of South
America pretty well. During a resi-
dence of four years there, I have had
both Llamas and Alpacas in my
possession, and am therefore able to
give you a short and truthful
account of the different varieties,
which are often confounded with
one another. My only object is to
induce, if possible, some of our
principal men to take the subject in
hand and thereby confer a great and
lasting benefit both upon them-
selves and their adopted country.

First, then, Sir, comes the
Guanaca, generally about five feet

high, although I have killed one five

feet nine inches, about three feet six

€€ Promoting the alpaca industry 130 years ago! 3

inches to the shoulders; back, neck,
and thighs reddish white; breast and
belly dingy white; wool (more
properly hair) shorter, coarser, than
the Llama. Very abundant in
Patagonia and southern part of
Buenos Ayres; considered good eat-
ing. Travellers frequently term them
“the Huanica", which is wrong.

Second. We have the Llama.
They run about four feet eight
inches to the top of their head, and
three feet to the shoulder (may be
an inch more or less either way);
and while the Guanacas are general-
ly one uniform colour, the Llamas
are varied, frequently some kind of
brown, with shades of black and
yellow. Its wool is used for making
coarse ponchos and rugs. They are
principally used as beasts of burden,
and, like the camel, will refuse to
walk if it has too great a load upon
its back.

Third follows the Alpaca, or
Puco (the "Puco Vordae, of Los
Hijos dul pais”). They are the fel-
lows I should like to see over here,
they are something like a sheep, but
a far more graceful and elegant ani-
mal, with the large expressive eyes
of the deer. The fleece is beautifully
soft and very long, almost like floss
silk and it shines in the sun, when
of a white or yellow colour like sil-
ver and gold; their usual colours are
grey, white, black, and mottled;
their flesh is excellent eating (save
the old rams). I kept two of these
animals at San Colonia for twenty-
two months, the female had young
twice — two at one birth, and one at
another. These beautiful animals
would follow me like a dog any-

where. The female, when she had

young ones would attack a dog with
great fury, and generally managed
to send him howling away, however
large. No Dingo would think of
attacking their young, if he knew
when he was well off. I may as well
say, the difference between the
Alpaca and Llama is very trifling,
save that the Alpaca is nearly one-
fourth smaller. Great quantities of
their flesh is jerked for the con-
sumption of the miners; their backs
are generally hollow after carrying
burdens; their feet spread in walk-
ing; when loaded, they carry a
weight of 125 to 160 lbs., and they
can trot at a quick pace, from 30 to
40 miles a day over very rough
ground, and very few attendants
can guide a considerable number.

Fourth. I will now speak of the
last variety, the Vicuna. I do not
think they have as yet been seen in
France or England; they are larger
than the last animal spoken of; its
wool (or silk, you may term it) is
much finer than that of the two last
animals. I never saw any of it out of
South America, and a poncho wove
from it will cost from 30 to 60 dol-
lars there. (£6 to £12). It shines like
pale bright gold in the sunshine.
General colours: reddish yellow
hue, peculiar to the animal. They
are a wild animal, but when taken
young are easily tamed, and become
very docile. In looking over several
works upon South America, the
only author I have seen who gives
an accurate description of them is
Humboldt. By this account, you see
both the Llama and Alpaca would
be most valuable acquisitions to us.
The difficulty is to get them out of
the country, people say. Sir, there
need not be any difficulty about it;
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all that would be required would be
the dollars to buy, and meet the
necessary expenses. They may be
bought, I should say, at from 3s. to
8s. each.

Whether the authorities allowed
them to leave the country or not
would be a matter of the most per-
fect indifference to me. I would
contract a few gauchos to drive
them right across the Pampas, if I
were going to procure any myself,
and, upon their safe delivery at any
given seaport on the La Plata, pay
for them. A good roomy schooner
could be easily chartered at Buenos
Ayres, or Monte Video, and so run
across, via the Cape of Good Hope.
By taking them across the Pampas
all collision with the authorities
would be avoided. But there are

several other routes. The animals,
being as hardy as goats, would bear
the voyage as well, I have no doubt.
They will cut any kind of small
bush, thistle, etc, and very seldom
drink. What fine runs could be
found for them in our three great
mountain ranges, and in the Cape
Otway district. I explored that place
15 months ago; it could keep mil-
lions of these animals, but I doubt
if you could rear a single sheep

there.

The cochineal insect would
thrive here admirably, according to
the climate; and many valuable
trees and shrubs (medicinal, etc)
may be introduced in addition to
the Alpaca from South America;
but I will leave off with the remark
that the experiment of introducing

the Alpaca and Llama need not be a
costly one — £2,600 to £3,000, with
care and economy, would bring
over a fine flock of them. Fifty or
sixty might be picked up in a tour
through Europe. I know a noble-
man in Spain who used at one time
to have seventy or eighty of them,
and they often have surplus stock to
dispose of at the different zoological
gardens.

And now, Sir, trusting that an
abler pen than mine may be
induced to bring forth this impor-
tant subject for the consideration of
the capitalists of Victoria,

I remain, Sir,

Yours, most respectfully,

MF.

QUALITY ALPACA SUPPLIES
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NZ AND OZ ALPACA

Chris Tuckwell is

Snr Livestock Officer -
Developing Industries
for Primary
Industries (SA).

He recently visited
New Zealand and
studied current
developments in

alpaca research.

I VISITED NEW ZEALAND in
February 1993 to look at, among
other things, aspects of alpaca
research. The Australian Alpaca
Association contributed to the fund-
ing of this study tour as it recognised
the importance of familiarity with
research that has been and is being
undertaken in New Zealand.

It is also important to make per-
sonal contact with New Zealand
researchers and industry representa-
tives to investigate and foster oppor-
tunities for co-operative research as
funds for research and development
are increasingly hard to source. The
Australian industry and its researchers
need to closely examine and prioritise
research activity and investigate ways
of reducing the funds needed while
ensuring no work is duplicated. This
does not necessarily means that in
Australia we will not have to repeat
some completed work. For example if
there is a clear environmental influ-
ence on results, we may need to
undertake the same work in our envi-
ronment.

I made many contacts in New
Zealand during my visit and have dis-
cussed possibilities for collaborative
research, generally with positive
results. Australia and New Zealand
need to build on this initial contact
and keep each other informed of
research proposals to allow co-opera-
tion within this new industry, to
encourage its development and to
improve the ability of the industry to
attract a reasonable share of, increas-
ingly restricted, research and
development funding.

RESEARCH SWAP

GEORGE MOORE — TARA HILLS

The first stop in my alpaca itinerary
was Tara Hills research station which
is located towards the centre of the
South Island. The Tara Hills alpaca
enterprise is self funded from sale of
fibre and surplus animals. I spent
some time with George Moore dis-
cussing alpaca research at Tara Hills.
He described a project undertaken
with others, including George Davis
and Tumen Wauliji, on fibre produc-
tion and fleece characteristics of
alpaca in New Zealand. A summary
of their work and its implications for
Australia indicate that although we
should be able to significantly
increase the liveweight of alpaca we
are unlikely to be able to double the
fleece production of alpacas farmed in
Chile.

Currently annual fleece produc-
tion of female alpaca in New Zealand
averages 1.7 to 1.8kg. This means
that if fibre production is already
averaging 1.7 to 1.8kg per head, pro-
ducers may need to reconsider their
primary breeding objectives. It may
be that more emphasis should then be
placed on selection based on fibre
diameter rather than primarily on
fleece weight. However fleece weight
is an important characteristic that
contributes to fibre derived income
and must definitely not be ignored.

Although the researchers found
some differences in fibre characteris-
tics of tuis shorn or unshorn as crias,
there appears to be no advantage in
delaying shearing until animals are
one to two years of age (tuis).

ALPACAS AUSTRALIA m WINTER 1993



The researchers also found that it
is unwise to delay the shearing inter-
val to longer than twelve months
because of the resultant significant
increase in damage to the fleece.
Major impurities that accumulate in
the fleece were found to be vegetable
matter and soil derived from "dust
bathing" habits. In New Zealand
weathered fleece tips and ultra violet
damage of the fleece also occurred
and were severe when the shearing
interval was extended.

In Australia this damage and
impurity contamination risk is likely
to be even greater than that seen in
New Zealand due to our generally
drier climate and greater intensity of
ultra violet light. To maximise fleece
value it seems very important that
alpacas are shorn annually.

Fibre Sales

George also described how fibre from
Tara Hills is sold. Presently they are
amassing their white and brown fibre
for a processor to undertake a trial
processing. Their aim is to have a
large enough volume to allow gar-
ments to be made and sold at a
‘reasonable’ price. The processor is
also mixing black fibre with 50%
sheep wool to produce an alternative
product.

Average fibre prices for fleece wool
is $A54/kg with white fibre returning
slightly more and coloured fibre
slightly less. Leg and neck fibre
returns average about $A35/kg.

Parasite Control

All adult alpacas at Tara Hills receive
two anthelmintic drenches each year.
They use only two of the three broad
spectrum anthelmintic chemical
groups available, in a three-yearly
rotation. In year one they use an oral
Ivomec preparation; in year two a
Benzimadazole (white) drench is
used; in year three an injectable
Ivomec preparation is used; then in
year 4 revert back to an oral Ivomec.

Levamizole (clear) drench is not used
as there is a suggestion that, as alpacas
have a metabolism rate similar to
goats, it will be ineffective.

Crias are first drenched at three
months of age.

Vaccinations

An eight-in-one Tasvac vaccine is
used, principally to cover three partic-
ular clostridial strains of bacteria that
occur in Chile but are not common

in Australia. This is a French vaccine
and it may be that it should be con-
sidered for use in alpacas in Australia
too, but at this stage I cannot make
any recommendation. Owners should
fully investigate all causes of animal
loss particularly if they die with
‘clostridial like’ symptoms and have
been routinely vaccinated.

Salt Blocks
They found that alpacas tend to eat
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the soil at the base of the block rather
than the block itself. There is room to
carefully question the need for expen-
sive supplement blocks in Australia in
well fed alpaca.

Mating/Pregnancy

Gestation length for spring born cria
is close to 11.5 months and for cria
born after December is closer to
twelve months.

Even if cria reach 40kg liveweight
in their first year they are not mated
until the following year as yearlings
(tuis). The Tara hills program is using
controlled timing of mating to ensure
the majority of cria are born in
spring.

They use rectal probe examina-
tions to confirm pregnancy at 28
days. Prior to that each female is sub-
mitted to a receptivity test (represent-
ed to the male) every two weeks.
Pregnant females actually try to
escape and “spit off”, while non-preg-
nant females are observed to run
around the pen before sitting for the
male. They find that yard mating
produces better results than paddock
mating. On average, with yard mat-
ing, 60% of all females are pregnant
from the first mating and 85%
pregnant after the second mating.

The researchers have been looking
for methods of identifying which
male joins which females during nor-
mal paddock mating. Sire-sine har-
nesses have not been successful as
they appear to distress the male.

Most females remain receptive to
males for at least three days in any
one oestrus period.

Liveweight

Cria are routinely weaned at four to
five months (30kg liveweight). There
is no significant difference in live
weight if cria are left on their mothers
until they are ten months of age (on
average only an extra lkg live weight).

MURRAY AND LORRAINE
BRUCE — WAIMATE

I was very hospitably looked after by
Murray and Lorraine Bruce for an
afternoon and evening on their prop-
erty at Waimate after I left Tara Hills.
The Bruce family live about half way
along the east coast of the South
Island and grow potatoes, sheep, cat-
tle and alpacas.

Murray bought 40 head of alpaca
from Tara Hills and has other animals
he has purchased direct from Chile.
He has females who are in their
fourth breeding season on the

property and is currently talking
with Dawsons in England about
alpaca fibre processing.

After de-hairing, the fibre of any
one lot must have a micron range of
no more than three to four microns
to be a saleable product.

Murray also showed me their
beautiful brown male which they are
looking to breed from to increase the
number of females of his colour.

George works from the Invermay
Research Station but works co-opera-
tively with other researchers from the
New Zealand AgResearch group.
Invermay Research Station is close to
Dunedin which is on the southern
end of the east coast of the South
Island.

He described work he has under-
taken with George Moore and
emphasised the effect of time of mat-
ing, and subsequent birth, on gesta-
tion length (discussed earlier in this
article). He explained that the average
gestation length for females mated in
autumn (giving birth in spring) is
339 days. For those mated in spring
the average gestation length is 349
days with a few animals experiencing
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more than 365 days. He also
explained that this gestation length
phenomenon has not been recorded
at the Flock House Research Station
in the North Island of New Zealand.
They are investigating this further,
but it appears there may be a latitude
effect which influences gestation
length.

From Australia's point of view,
because of our higher latitude (which
affects photo periods) than that expe-
rienced at Tara Hills, gestation length
of alpacas in Australia may be less
affected by timing of mating (even
less than that experienced at Flock
House which is positioned on a lati-
tude very similar to King Island in
Bass Strait). However we should
investigate this more closely in
Australia.

Reproductive physiology

On average only 70% of female
alpacas in New Zealand produce cria
in any one year.

Current survey work is aimed at
investigating the barrenness of the
females and male libido. In both of
these areas there are opportunities for
co-operative work with Australian
alpaca breeders which should not be
missed.

Fibre Biology

Tumen Wauliji has nearly completed
some work on skin and fibre biology
of alpacas. Results of the work are not
available to date but could provide
vital information that will help iden-
tify those animals, particularly males,
which should be selected as sires to
maximise genetic ability to produce
"ideal" fleeces and subsequently max-
imise potential fleece value. The work
could have direct application to
alpaca breeding in Australia.

Coat Colour Inheritance

George Davis has begun looking at
coat colour inheritance. He has some
matings which have produced cria
with similar patterning and colour to
one or other of their parents. He is

intending to repeat these matings to
examine repeatability of coat colour
produced from particular matings.

It is vital that all owners record
colour and patterning of each dam,
sire and cria from all matings and also
record other relevant observations,
such as whether repeat couplings of a
particular male and female produce
cria of the same colour and
patterning.

®arapaca
AMexander"
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the majority have inherited his unique champagne/light fawn color.

The champagne color consistently commands higher prices at sale or auction,
so increase the desirability of your stock with Alexanders blood line.

SERVICE FEE
live cria or free return $ 1 2 O O
FEE INCLUDES:

agistmentand ultrasound

Male cria rebate available
we canorganise transport

We bave 3years experiencein
breeding alpacas
Jill & Kelvin Maude
Telephone & fax (058) 210 206

OBREEDING O MANAGEMENT OSHEARING @ CONSULTING

Mating

George also reinforced information
that indicates that pen mating using
small single-sire groups, over short
periods, was a suitable method of
breeding alpacas. In their research
they found that inadequate male
libido and incompatibility of certain
couples was not a problem with pen
mating although there was variation
in male libido and attractiveness to
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females. Generally it was found that
breeding performance of animals
mated in pens was better than that of
animals mated in paddock groups.

TERRY KNIGHT — FLOCK HOUSE
Flock House Research Station is
located near Palmerston North in the
central southern area of the North
Island. Only a small amount of the
alpaca research is undertaken at Flock
House.

Pregnancy Detection

Terry described work done to detect
pregnancy and assess foetal size (age
of foetus) by three different methods.
The methods used were: blood sam-
pling for progesterone levels, trans-
abdominal ultra sound probe and
trans-rectal probe.

The trans-rectal probe can detect a
foetus as early as day 20 with the foe-
tus becoming visible between days 20
and 30 of pregnancy. The foetus can
actually be measured with this tech-
nique between days 30 to 87,
although use is not recommended
after 70 days. Heart beat can be
detected from 30 days.

The trans-abdominal probe can
detect pregnancy from day 40 and
although measurements of the foetus
can be made from between days 40 to
237, its scanning should be confined
to between days 60 and 200 of preg-
nancy.

A progesterone concentration of
between 2 and 5 mg/ml is measurable
in pregnant females from day 25 to
320 of gestation. Non-pregnant ani-
mals generally have a progesterone
level of less than 0.5 mg/ml.

A recommendation is that the
pregnancy status of females can be
assessed with a random blood sample
for progesterone concentration.
Estimation of foetal age could then be
determined by using one or both
types of ultra sound probe.

CONCLUSION

The New Zealand alpaca industry,
although small, appears to have rela-
tively significant resources working
for it. They are very fortunate to have
people of the calibre of George Davis,
Terry Knight, George Moore and
Tumen Wauliji, to name a few, under-
taking scientific research on its behalf.
Research already completed can, in
most cases, be applied directly to the
Australian industry. Ongoing research
should be carefully monitored to
enable prudent application of
research findings to the development
of the Australian industry.

In terms of future research and
applications for funding of research,
we should foster trans Tasman co-
operation  between  industry
researchers and other industry bodies.
This co-operation will help ensure
that limited funding is used effective-
ly and efficiently to encourage the
development of a long-term fibre
based industry.

It is my own view that the indus-
try groups in Australia and New
Zealand are too small and too geo-
graphically close to consider them-
selves as separate entities. There are
significant opportunities and advan-
tages in terms of industry research,
development, marketing and promo-
tion by co-ordination of, and co-
operation between the two groups.

Co-operation has been initiated by
invitation of people like George Davis
to the Australian Alpaca Association
Annual Seminar, and by my trip to
New Zealand, but it is vital that the
two across Tasman groups work
increasingly with each other at indus-
try level to lobby governments for
research funding and to undertake
promotional work.

Make no mistake, the industry has
a hard row to hoe, but it will be made
much easier with close co-operation

between industry "groups” and with
active input from all people involved
in the industry.

I wish you luck, and hope I can
continue to assist your industry's
development.

Further Reading

For those who would like to obtain
more information about matters cov-
ered in this report, the author has
suggested the following papers as use-
ful further reading;

Davis, G H, Wuliji, T, Moore, G H
and Bruce, G D (1991).

“Growth, reproduction and fibre pro-
duction of alpacas imported from
Chile.”

Proceedings of the NZ society of
Animal Production 1991, Vol 51.

Pollard, J C, Moore, G H and
LittleJohn, R P (1991).

“The sexual behaviour of alpacas
imported to New Zealand from Chile."
Proceedings of the NZ society of
Animal Production 1991, Vol 51.

Ridland, M, Knight, T W and
Wyeth, T K (1992).

“Measurement of Foetal Size by
Ultrasonography and Progesterone
Concentrations in Pregnant Alpacas.”

Proceedings of the NZ society of
Animal Production 1992, Vol 52.

Waliji, T, Davis, G H, Andrews, R
N, Turner, P, Moore, G H and
Dodds, K G (1992).

“Fibre Production, Shearing Procedure
and Fleece Characteristics of Alpacas
Farmed in New Zealand.”

Proceedings of the NZ society of
Animal Production 1992, Vol 52.
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EXPERTISE * QUALITY * EXPERIENCE

LD A N;SiéLp % 45

FOR EXCELLENCE

We fell in love with these beautiful CLYDE AND ROGER HALDANE
animals and like obsessed collectors HALDANE ALPACAS
we had to have some.

o+ PHONE: (055) 94 7374
After seven years on the Alpaca trail the ?
FAX: (O55) 94 7363

fascination never ends. o,

S P.O. Box 82
Benefit from our years of experience in
selecting and breeding the CaMpERRGER
finest Alpacas. Vic 3260

EXPERTISE * QUALITY * EXPERIENCE




WILBURTINS SPONSOR

ALPACA EXHIBITION

Wilburtins looks
forward to a
long term sponsorship

commitment to

the Alpaca Industry.

From left Darrel Bishop, Judge, Geoff
Halpin and Mrs Pat Hamilton with
Supreme Champion
Greater Southern Cross 741

WILBURTINS, one of the largest
wholly owned Australian insurance
brokers specialising in the livestock
area, has recently taken on the role of
sole sponsor of the Alpaca Exhibition
with the Royal Agricultural Society of
New South Wales.

1993 was the second year that
Alpacas have been exhibited at the
Easter Show and following strong
interest from both the media and
general public in 1992, the level of
entries for 1993 have proven to be the
largest in number for any agricultural
show conducted in Australia.

Wilburtins has been the major
Royal Agricultural Society sponsor
over the past three years, having pre-
viously been heavily involved in the
sponsorship of beef and dairy cattle.

“With a large portion of our live-
stock clientele involved with alpacas
we saw the sponsorship as the ideal
opportunity to promote our services
to the alpaca industry and at the same
time put something back into an
industry from which we derive bene-
fit”, said Michael d'Apice, ‘Livestock
Manager of Wilburtons.

NSW SHOW RESULTS

Male over 6 months and under 12 months

1st  Wyona Chipper: shown by Wyona Alpaca Stud

2nd Coolaroo Arrogant: shown by Coolaroo Alpaca Stud
3rd Bethongabel Phantom: shown by N & R Rotne.

Male dark 12m - 24 months

1st Lopez: shown by Yarramalong Alpacas

2nd Coolaroo Jasin, shown by Coolaroo Alpaca Stud
3rd Allaway Samboy, shown by Alaway Alpaca Stud

Male light 12 — 24 months

1st Coolaroo Ravel: shown by Coolaroo Alpaca Stud
2nd Wyona Acaramachi: shown by Wyona Alpaca Stud
3rd Monty’s Mate: Carlan Alpaca Stud

Male over 24 months

1st  Wyona Solo: shown by Wyona Alpaca Stud

2nd Wyona San Antonio: shown by Wyona Alpaca Stud

3rd Purrumbete Roger: shown by CJ Barns, Running
Stream

Champion Male
Lopez: shown by Yarramalong Alpacas

Reserve Male
Wyona Chipper: shown by Wyona Alpaca Stud

Female 6 - 12 mths

1st  Hot Chocolate: shown by Cedar House Alpacas

2nd Hearne Hill Pumpkin: Shown by C J Barnes

3rd Coolaroo Calamity Jane: shown by Coolaroo Alpaca
Stud

Female 12 - 24 mths

1st Greater Southern Cross 741: shown by Greater
Southern Cross Alpacas

2nd Purumbete George Girl: shown by C C Usher

3rd Coolaroo Katie: shown by Coolaroo Alpaca Stud

Female over 24 months
1st Greater Southern Cross 743: shown by Greater
Southern Cross Alpaca Stud

Champion Female
Greater Southern Cross 741: shown by Greater Southern
Cross Alpaca Stud

Reserve Champion
Hot Chocolate: shown by Cedar House Alpacas

Supreme Champion
Greater Southern Cross 741: shown by Greater Southern
Cross Alpacas

BARASTOC

Llama/Alpaca Pellets
(14%) protein

A nutritionally balanced, pelleted product high in vitamins,
minerals and trace elements.

GIVE THEM ALL THE NOURISHMENT THEY REQUIRE!

- g ——r
BERAR
Quality Animal Feeds
From your local Barastoc stockist
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A pL alpacas

¢ 3 w‘% Chris e Graham Greig R

A RMB 379 You
' o \\ Sutton Road ng
B Sutton, NSW 2620

Visitors welcome

Peter and Leni
van Bruinessen
Bourkes Lane PO Box 654,

4 Ph:  (06)230 3459 :
Loirae T (06R30 3567 Ph: (063) 82 3421 | Young, 2594 NSW

Are you a small breeder with stock to sell? /Z W

ﬂlaaﬁ Alpacas ALPAC03< croading or o

We have clients who are interested in your
stock. We charge very reasonable commission
rates and will ensure a genuine sale for you as

quickly as possible. Raw fibre into luxurious handcrafted knitwear.
We have buyers waiting so contact us today ‘ONE OFF DESIGNS’
Contact: Jill & Kelvin Maude S —op— - —
RMB 2305 Tatura Vic, 3616 Please contact Dawn Angus
‘ Telephone & Facsimile (058) 210 206 for more details & Free Brochure!
| @BREEDING®MANAGEMENT@SHEARING ®CONSULTING® Newstead Road, Newstead 3462 . Ph: (054) 76 2580

FINE ALPACA GARMENTS, TEXTILES INSURE YOUR ALPACAS

AND ACCESSORIES Lloyd’s & International Insurance Brokers
THE AUSTRALIAN Cria from 1 Day Old
ArracA CENTRE First Class Service & Security

Minet
Old Hume Highway, Berrima NSW 2577 Z”g Australia Limited

Newstead Road, Newstead 3462 Tel: (03) 602 5977
Ph: (048) 77 1399 Fax: (048) 77 1375 Fax: (03) 670 0258

(VIC.) PTY.LTD.

[

\
- ALPACA INSURANCE Ga
| elCo-Caesodiyh hiin 'i .ugans

| Ph (02) 6353866 Fax (02) 891 5649 -
Always copied, never beaten fOl‘ Alpaca msurance
- makes you think, doesn't it? Ph: (02)909 1499 Fax: (02) 909 8057
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HEATHRAY ALPACAS || THIS SPACE IS RESERVED

Breeding for quality and a wide range of colours FOR YOU!
L 2 Agistment (l hour from Liverpool)
& Liuatock varlsgs Only $100, in.cluding production or as little as
$80 (per issue) for regular advertisers
Kim & Michael Kime
Mittagong NSW 2575 | CONTACT: JOY VELLIOS, PASS THE WORD
Phone/fax: (048) 71 3474 TEL: (03) 818 1237 FAX: (03) 818 1010

|
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Fig. 1

Robyn Mor

P 4 > &
LEeNITEL

AVE YOU EVER THOUGHT of knitting directly from

the fleece without spinning it first? Well, I hadn't either;

until I was invited to present alpacas to some spinners and
weavers. Fig. 2

A lady came up to me and said, “This lends itself very well

to be knitted straight from the fleece”. She then showed me

how. I thought it would be nice to share this with other alpaca
owners.

Alpaca gives you the fluffy effect of knitted mohair, but
with a lovely soft finish. It can be trimmed back when the arti-
cle is finished. It works well for strong fibres, as I find strong
fibres often spin up hard.

1 Wash your fleece by soaking for half an hour in a bucket of Fig. 3
warm water with Softly, then rinse and spin dry in your
washing machine. Place on a flat surface to dry — allow 12-

24 hours. The washing process stops you getting dirty
hands while knitting.

2 Pull off a handful of fleece.

3 With your other hand pull out out 2-3 inches of fleece with
your index finger and thumb. You will have to experiment
with the amount you pull out. It seems difficult to ger it
finer than 8-ply but works very well for the thickness of 12-
ply. See fig. 1

4 Start knitting with these 3 inches until the handful of fleece
nearly reaches your knitting needles, then pull out another
3 inches and continue. See fig. 2 & 3

Fig. 4

Keep repeating this step.

5 When you have used up your handful of fleece, or if your 3
inches of pulled-out fleece is getting too thin, pull out
another bit of fleece with your thumb and index finger,
bring it up close to your knitting needles and continue.

It may be a bit difficult when you first cast on the stitches, but
it gets easier once you actually start knitting.
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TRARON ALPACAS

o)

M ol NS

* Top quality white male,
dark eyes, standing at stud

* Agistment available
* Animals for sale

BILL & ANNETTE ROBBINS
TRARON ALPACAS
RMB 7062,
WODONGA VIC 3691
PHONE: (060) 725 224

“TRULEEN DOWNS”

ALPACA STUD FARM
*“X:J :‘GW—:Q') s

* LIVESTOCK INVESTMENT
* SALES & STUD SERVICE
* MANAGEMENT
* AGISTMENT

Toomuc Valley Road
Pakenham, Victoria 3810

Eng: Colleen or Trudy
Phone: (059) 411 994
Fax: (03) 794 6828

WHY BUY ALPACAS
AT AUCTION?

WHY SELL ALPACAS
AT AUCTION?

Auction - the only fair
system of real value for
livestock

A — Premium price for
A superior stock

Lots of prmotion for your
stud and marketing potential
of your alpacas

Lots - of time to select
WITHOUT the HARD SELL

Payment of proceeds
Pregnancy, Health, Breeding guaranteed by the agent
and Identification -

ALL GUARANTEED

Attract new buyers for your
alpacas

Auction - You actually get
the animal you buy

on the day Correct valuation for

alpacas offered

Credibility — and Integrity of

= A d overseas interest
the vendors is assured bundant ove = L

present at the auction

Auction - Where vendors
offer their TOP Alpacas

THE NATIONAL ALPACA CLASSIC
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 7TH, 1993

\ L\
N\\Y

Sets the price structure for
future sales

Dalgety Farmers i} STUD STOCK

DALGETY FARMERS LIMITED INCORPORATED IN VICTORIA

Andrew Sloan Tel: (03) 616 6700 ¢ Mobile: 018 522 204
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“MUCH BETTER THAN THE CUDDLY TOYS MUM USED TO GIVE ME”
Ryan Maddams and ‘Rojo’. Photo by Steve Maddams, “/o L & M Binks, Pentland Alpaca Stud.

JUST GETTING THE DAILY CUDDLE RATION”
Trudi with Caesar’s Gold, Photo by Keith Barnett,
Murragamba Alpaca Stud.

“IF HE THINKS I'M GETTING
OUT HE'S GOT ANOTHER
THING COMING!”

Photo taken by K. Green and K. McConchie,
Sherwood Alpaca Stud.
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“I KNOW YOU LOVE ME, BUT

THIS IS RIDICULOUS”
Brooke Barnett. Photo by Bill
Barnett,
Alpacas of America.
AR T g B e D

“DO YOU MIND? I'D LIKE
“PLEASE DON'’T EAT TO HAVE A DRINK”
THE DAISIES” Photo by Cherie Bridges,

Photo taken by Mr Mark Jefferis of

4 mile Alpaca Stud, Benalla. ,@,,.,.% ﬁ ¥

Coliban Valley Alpaca Stud.

Bethongabel Alpaca Stud

N 'S0,

Jenny & Solid
Lindsay O white
Gadsden Q- 2 mgle
Medhurst 2 \ __,  Standing
Road, C g at stud
Coldst e

e rea,ﬁ w N> Co-owners
Animals C Irene &
and Ken
fibre for Allston
sale

Telephone (059) 649 268
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“IF YOU SEE THEM COMING WITH
A HAND PIECE — RUN!"”
Photo taken by Mr George Davis,
Invermay Agricultural Centre, NZ.

& Blue Ribbon Winner
Melbourne Show 1992

& Superfine fibre
(tested less than 20

Melbourne College of
Textiles)

& Australian born,
June 1991

AWAR
Sty

“COMFORT IS A SOFT ALPACA”
Amy and Steele Caldwell of Wyona Stud.Photo by Mrs ]. Hales,
Silverdale Alpacas.

& Solid White
& Dark Eyes

& Gentle, even
temperament

& $1400 per service

& Pregnancy guaranteed
by ultrasound

AWAR,
Sty

Harriet and lan Davison, or Celia Cook
’Consolation Creek’, Main Road, Cambewarra, NSW 2540
Telephone (044) 46 0096




DIANNE CONDON is secre-
tary of the Australian Alpaca
Association and  runs
Shanbrooke Alpaca Stud at

Yarra Glen, Victoria.

NATIONAL SHOW & SALE

Dalgety’s Stud Stock Sales
Complex, Oaklands Road,
Oaklands Junction Vic.
Melway Ref: 177 J1

This will be one of the
Association's major events and
promises to be full of excite-
ment. The National Show will
take place on Saturday 6
November with one of
Australia's top judges.

We urge all members to have
a go at showing. The show ring
is a real learning experience and
— who knows? — you may have a
champion sitting in your pad-
dock just waiting to achieve
fame. You'll never know if you
don't show.

Saturday evening the
Association will hold a lavish
dinner (Black tie or Fancy dress)
to be held at the Regent Hotel,
Melbourne.Owners of
Champions from the Show will
receive their awards at this din-
ner — and with a popular come-
dian as MC, auctions, raffles and
other surprises it should be a fun
night not to be missed.

The Dalgety Classic will be
held the following day when we
can get down to the serious busi-
ness of buying quality stock.

If you own or are thinking of
owning alpacas this fun-packed
weekend should not be missed.

AAANOTES

JUDGING SCHOOL

The Association now has six
new, qualified Grade 1 judges
and four Grade 2 judges.
Members organising shows in
their area are encouraged to use
their services.

School venue was the
Haldane's property which had
excellent facilities. Our thanks to
Sue and Roger for their hospital-
ity. There's a full report on the
Association's first judging school

on page 5.

ROYAL MELBOURNE SHOW

This year's Melbourne Royal
promises to be better than ever.
Judging will be held on the after-
noon of Saturday 18th
September. A fashion parade
with new and existing fashions
will be held prior to judging.

Fleece classes have been
added to the judging and we
encourage all members to exhibit
their animals and fleeces.

FORMATION OF REGIONS

Victoria now has three regions
up and running. Members have
been very active organising field
days, fleece days, shows and
social get-togethers.

In NSW the Mudgee area has
become a region and members
are holding field days and dis-
plays at shows.

A steering committee has
been put in place in Sydney and
will advise the executive on any
decisions to form regions in the
future.

From Dianne Condon

EVERY
PICTURE
SELLS A
STORY

The secret to superb
animal portraits lies in
long experience, great
patience and a
thorough knowledge
of your subject.

Ken Irwin has many
years experience
photographing
livestock.

No photographer in
Australia has had
greater experience
among alpacas. Ken’s
work is published
around the world.

When you want
photographs to tell the
full story contact:

Ken Irwin
Photographer

(03) 866 4396
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Postcode:
Date:

If you are involved in the Alpaca industry as an owner, breeder or supplier or if you just
appreciate these magnificent animals for their beauty - Alpaca Australia is essential reading.
To ensure you don’t miss a single issue, photocopy or cut out and return this card TODAY.

.. Facsimile:

Telephone:
Signature:

Subrb/Town
State: _

Name:
[_\ddress:
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Please post this card, with your cheque, payable to: Australian Alpaca Association Inc.,
381 Tooronga Road, Hawthorn East, 3123 Victoria. Australia

faitdi
(+ 4
(o)
=
3
(e
4
-
(o
[
=
<
S
=
O
e
o]
a

Annual subscription rates (four Issues): A$28 Australia; A$35 New Zealand; A$45 International

COMINGLEVENTS

AUGUST 15

Geelong meeting

Geelong Region will hold a meeting at A & R
Clarke’s Bellbrea.

Contact: Ann Clarke (052) 613 714 or Allan
Jinks (052) 502 737

AUGUST 27

WA Annual General Meeting
AGM to be held at Williams Hortel, Williams
commencing 10.00am.

Contact: Joy Wilson (09) 330 1476

AUGUST 29

NSW Mudgee Field Day
Central Northern Region will be holding an
Open Field Day and Regional Field Day at
the property of Judy and Ivan Easten’s

“Duraltyne”, Mudgee. Veterinary and fleece
aspects to be covered. All welcome. Contact:

Aloha Barnes (063) 588 212.

AUGUST 29
Vic Field Day
Eastern Region will be holding a Field Day at

Pakenham Racecourse, starting 10.00am.
Features will include guest speakers, shearing,
foot paring, animal maintenance, show prepa-
ration and all aspects of husbandry. Alpaca
merchandise will be on sale. Lunch will be
available. Contact Jenny Cochrane (059)
425 453 (evenings).

SEPTEMBER 3 - 11
Royal Adelaide Show

There will be an Association stand. Members

will be asked to support by manning the stand
on a roster system. Contact Keith Barnett

(087) 66 0026 or Sally McKay (08) 267 2718

SEPTEMBER 18 - 23

Royal Melbourne Show
Alpacas will again be judged on the Saturday

afternoon in the Federation Ring. Fleece
judging has also been added to the classes this
year, see AAA notes. Animals will be on dis-
play until Thursday evening. Contact:
Dianne Condon (03) 730 1399

SEPTEMBER 28 - 30

SA Yorke Peninsula Field Days
If any member can offer help, there will be an

Association stand as part of the gourmet and
fashion 2002. Contact: Keith Barnett (087)
66 0026 or Lyn Shepherd on (085) 246 150.

OCTOBER 2 -9

Perth Royal Show
WA Region is offering two prizes — one being

for 50gms of hand spun Alpaca fleece and the
other for an article or item made from pre-
dominantly Alpaca fleece. We will also have a
display stand of Association promotional
material and some animals for show.

Contact: Joy Wilson (09) 330 1476

OCTOBER 10

Annual General Meeting
Meeting for the Association to be held at the
Commercial Club, Dean St, Albury, com-
mencing at 1.30pm. Preliminary meeting to

commence at 10.00am.

BCTOBER 14 - 16

Geelong Show
Victorian Western Region — Alpaca judging
Contact: Phil McConachy (052) 295100 Ah
(052) 224 991

OCTOBER 24

Alpaca Expo Vic Central Region

Alpaca and Fibre Show judging and Field day
combined. Alpaca related industry exhibi-
tions and top speakers. Contact: Robyn
Morley (054) 285 189 or Peter Nicolas (054)
237 220

NOVEMBER 6 -7

AAA National Show, Sale & Gala Dinner
This promises to be a huge Show and Sale one

of Australia’s top judges will be judging the
show. This will be followed by a lavish din-
ner at the Regent Hotel, Melbourne on
Saturday evening where the major awards will
be presented. Don’t miss this exciting week-

end.

NOVEMBER 20 - 21

Vic — Lilydale Show
Lilydale Ag. Show will hold Alpaca classes for
the first time. Judging will be held on

Saturday 20 Nov. Contact: Dianne Condon
(03) 730 1399

MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAMAAALAAAAAAAAMAMAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAL

Subscribe NOW to recieve your personal copy of every issue of Alpacas Australia
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invite you to view our superb drop
nost established stud is able to offer
reeding females, weanlings and
ting excellent confirmation, fineness

— "BLACK JACK’ - SOLID JET BLACK |
"MR FROST - PURE WHITE

for the first time a LIGHT FAWN SURI
(Arriving November '93)

“BREEDING, SHOW PRESENTATION & HUSBANDRY”

Video covering
$35.00 (inc. postage)

Contact : Peter Sultan or Wendy Billington telephone/fax on (02) 656 1551
67 COBAH ROAD, ARCADIA, SYDNEY, 2159

Reserve champion female




AUSTRALIA'S NEWEST ALPACA INVESTMENT

© 250 s i Norh Americ THE
i ULTIMATE
o CAMELID
INVESTMENT

UNPARALLELED PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP

* Strong boned athletic conformation
e Silky lustrous uniform fibre
* Aristocratic presence.

A limited number of these beautiful animals will be imported into Australia from the United
States in early 1994. We are proud to have been appointed as Australian Agents.

STOCK AVAILABLE FOR OUTRIGHT PURCHASE OR AS PART OF AN INVESTMENT SYNDICATION.

Please contact: Cherie Bridges
Hamilton Bridges ¢ Assoc.

Tel: 053 48 7744
Fax: 053 48 7754

y AGENTS FOR:
Alan Hamilton & Cherie Bria'gev:” WI:II' 1AM E; :AR.NE" P':I:' éd If_RIAHE
TEL: 053 48 7744 FAX: 053 48 7754 pacas of America REERIS 1.

” Agricultural Project Development & Management Arlington, WA. USA Los Angeles, CA. USA



