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Across the Editor’s Desk

N

~

Sp

hope spring has arrived in

your part of the world. As I

write this we have had about

two days of sunshine to tease

us and enough rain to warrant
building an ark. It seems one half of
Australia is in flood and the other
half in drought.

I well remember our first spring
with alpacas - coming outside on the
first warm, sunny day to find all the
animals stretched out “dead”. What a
shock. There they were, lying on their
sides, eyes shut, four legs stretched
straight out.

We tentatively approached a cria
and gave him a nudge. Nothing. An-
other nudge and suddenly, his
dreams disturbed, he leapt up and
scampered off indignantly kicking up
his heels.

We hadn’t seen the sun worshippers
in action before; there hadn’t been
any sun for them to worship during a
Victorian winter. I have heard other
breeders report the same introduc-
tion to the alpaca in spring.

There are plenty of jobs around the
farm in spring - 5-in-1 injections
(twice, one month apart for the cria),
worming, feet trimming and soon it
will be shearing time. Don’t forget to
leave a little fleece on, particularly
along the backline to avoid the sun-
burn from which alpacas of all col-
ours can suffer.

Alpacas Austrdlia editor Cherie
Bridges ... and friends.

It’s good to see that a number of
breeders are holding open days for
new owners and those interested in
entering the alpaca industry. There
have been shearing, feet and teeth
trimming and ultrasound demonstra-
tions as well as displays of spun fibre
and garments.

Networking is the foundation on
which sound industries are built so
keep it up.

A lot of people who have come to
look at our alpacas have commented
favourably on how friendly and help-
ful they have found alpaca breeders.
Many have said it compares well to
some other stud stock industries

where people more jealously guard
information. This open attitude
among alpaca breeders is encourag-
ing more people to enter the indus-
try. The only problem seems to be
finding enough animals for them.

The Tocal seminar was a great suc-
cess and was fully booked. In this is-
sue we have articles from two of the
speakers, Karen Baum and Chris
Tuckwell. Chris, who works with the
South Australian Department of Ag-
riculture, has been very supportive of
alpaca breeders. He has set up a da-
tabase to collate information on trace
elements and worms in Australian
alpacas. Please help him by supply-
ing information on your animals. See
page 33 for details. We want to look
for more support from departments
of agriculture which we will only get
by demonstrating a willingness to
work with them.

Congratulations to those who sup-
ported the Australian Alpaca Asso-
ciation stand and the class judging at
the Royal Melbourne Show. This is-
sue closed off too early to include the
results. They will be published in the
next issue.

Until next time, take care of and
enjoy your alpacas.

)

Cherie Bridges
Editor
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Fibre plus!

While the Australian
industry’s current
emphasis is on breeding
stock, it’s important also
to build a strong market
for alpaca fibre. Sandi
Walter Keane discusses
the need to find out what
the end-users are looking
for - and work hard to
provide it.

he speed at which the

alpaca has established

itself as one of Austral-

ia’s most exciting and

lucrative breeding-based
industries is staggering. With such a
healthy demand for these charming
animals, selling them has been a
piece of cake. Who needed any sales
or marketing training?

But, what of the by-product? How
many bales of this wondrous fibre are
stockpiled in barns all around the
countryside?

Given the current market price of
alpacas, no-one is going to get rich
quick from fibre production. So, why
have some breeders spent so much
time and effort wooing the local spin-

E

b

o Quality alpacas for sale:

' BENLEIGH ALPACA STUD 7

Breeding for excellence with a variety
of males standing at stud, including

Benleigh Champagne (pictured)

adult males, females and yearlings

GEELONG, VICTORIA

o Limited number of white males, dark eyes, for sale
% Import and export facilities
o Agistment with total care

% Experienced alpaca vet on call round-the-clock

Contact: Allan and Carolyn Jinks

Ph: (052) 50 2737 fax: (052) 50 3447

Let us share with you a lifetime of farming and animal husbandry experience

s A
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ners and weavers market? This is
especially so in the United States
where I recently attended the Estes
Park Wool Show and AOBA confer-
ence in Colorado.

The North Americans have always
had a vigorous folk art tradition -
some say this is a legacy of their cul-
tural roots, notably middle-Euro-
pean. Others, less generous (probably
from the northern climes of Aus-
tralia) attribute this indoor hobby to
their long winters. Either way, the
activities I saw at Estes Park were
not only impressive but clearly an
enjoyable experience for all involved.

Talking to alpaca fibre enthusiasts
such as Linda Berry Walker and
Chris Switzer, it didn’t take long to
convince me of the substantial re-
wards in selling to the domestic mar-
ket. Australian breeders who have
put in the time and effort to develop
similar markets here would obvi-
ously agree.

Acquiring any knowledge about the
production of fibre must enhance our
breeding programs and give us a
competitive edge for eventual large-
scale production. What better way to
learn about our product than by talk-
ing with the end-user?

We can start by inviting the local
spinners group and spinning teachers
to come and see the animals and
fleece for themselves. You should see
the look of amazed delight on a spin-
ner’s face when they first handle al-
paca? Find out what their needs are
and try to accommodate them. This is
the most vital step in marketing any
product.

You'l find that buy-
ers will be happy to
advise us on how to
improve the product.
This, in turn, ensures
we get the optimum
price for it (all income
helps toward the up-
keep of our animals). §
They may even come
up with the answer of
what to do with the ;
lower quality fleece.
Some spinners have
successfully blended §
this with other fibres,
so don’t throw it
away.

: Peter ané Annette Rodaughan
' MacGregor Rd, Bevendge 3753.
‘Phone: (03) 745 2518.
Beryl Wallace, RMB 4328

2570 or 77 6966 Fax (045) 77"
o ;
~ The Reel Ewe, Ba:bara Mundeﬂ
‘Chespeak, Roberts Rd, Werombi

2570. Phone: (046) 53 1457.

Some of the things we need to find
out about are what length of staple
they prefer and whether they want to
buy half fleeces. I know of one
breeder who gave away small sam-
ples to try and ended up selling the
client a whole fleece.

By listening to experienced spin-
ners we will soon learn about the de-
gree of preparation they require in a
fleece. Carolyn Jinks has tips for you
on this on the following pages.

We will then be less likely to sell
dirty or poor quality fleece as a result
of incorrect harvesting methods (i.e.
throwing the whole fleece into a sin-
gle bag instead of separating it into
prime saddle, neck, then lastly, the
rest). Remember: attention to prepa-
ration will ensure repeat business.

As a “spin-off” (sorry, couldn’t resist
the pun) there could
' be a chance to sell
' some wethers to
. spinners who like
producing their own
. fleeces.

To help members
 develop their own
. on-going clientele,
the fibre sub-com-
mittee decided that
- what was needed
was a central con-
tact person. A mem-
ber of the commit-
tee, Mary Terracall,
herself an experi-
enced spinner, has

offered her services in that role.

The sub-committee will place ad-
vertisements, supported by articles,
in craft journals and newsletters. In-
quirers will be directed to Mary as
their first contact. She, in turn, will
keep an up-to-date record of fleece for
sale with details such as colour, farm
location, etc. All you have to do is let
Mary know if you have any fleece for
sale and provide her with the details
so that she can pass them on.

Mary lives in Drysdale, near
Geelong, Victoria, and can be con-
tacted by phone on (052) 53 1562 or
fax (052) 53 1600.

If there are any volunteers who
would like to offer with fellow mem-
bers a similar service in other states
and help reduce the need for costly
phone calls, we would be delighted to
hear from you.

Let’s be creative. Look at new ways
of attracting buyers. Talk to local ag-
ricultural societies about exhibiting
fleeces at shows. Take some fleeces
or, better still, a live alpaca to the lo-
cal spinners group meeting. Donate a
fleece as a prize at your local craft
fair. Talk to yarn shops about taking
fleeces on consignment, etc.

If anyone has any other good ideas,
please share them.

Promoting the end product will de-
velop confidence in the industry in
general. This benefits us all.

One of the fibre sub-committee’s
goals is to develop a Code of Practice
for the marketing and preparation of
fleece to ensure consistency of quality
and confidence in our product. We’ll
keep you posted.

Sandi Walter Keane (left) from
Pinjarra Alpacas, is secretary of
the Australian Alpaca Associa-

tion’s fibre sub-committee.
Carolyn (right) and Allan Jinks
run Benleigh Alpaca stud.
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Careful fibre sorfing

Carolyn Jinks looks
at the practicalities
of fibre preparation.

efore shearing, fleeces
need to be as clean as
possible and any time
spent removing debris
will be well spent.

Sorting the fleece into areas of qual-
ity is essential to keep superior and
inferior fleece separate.

At the alpaca conference in Colo-
rado, Linda Berry Walker, an experi-
enced lecturer in textiles and
designer of hand-spun garments,
gave an informative and educational
talk on the importance of harvesting
fleece effectively.

Most owners who have shorn al-

is essential

pacas divide the coarser belly and leg
fleece from the rest but, as Linda
pointed out, the neck fleece needs to
be classified into another group.

By sorting into three areas, as
shown on the accompanying diagram,
we will have slightly less quantity
but the improved quality of the bulk
of the fleece will command appropri-
ate prices. Including the neck fibre
with the blanket lowers the overall
standard.

The neck fleece is still usable. Socks
made from this area are great and
creative craftspeople in the United
States are producing wonderful wall

*REGISTERED WITH THE INTERNATIONAL

ALPACAREGISTER

eHARVEY’S SUPERFINE FLEECE

CONFORMATION AND TEMPERAMENT WILL
HELP TO PRODUCE TOP QUALITY CRIAS

ePICK-UP AND DELIVERY SERVICE TO MOST

AREAS

oNORMANDY ALPACAS BENALLA VICTORIA

oMEMBER OF THE AUSTRALIAN ALPACA

ASSOCIATION
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hangings and floor rugs using the
third quality (leg and belly fleece).

As alpacas turn their backs to the
wind, a lot of “debris” accumulates at
the base of the neck. This pocket of
debris needs to be removed an dis-
carded as no amount of work will
solve this trouble spot.

This leaves the blanket as a supe-
rior and highly prized fleece.

The small effort in classifying fleece
into these groups will make a more
marketable product which is, of
course, our goal.

1. Blanket - Prime
fleece.

2. Neck - Some
guard hair likely

3. Coarse fibre on
legs and belly.

Shaded area: Fleece
o be discarded.

Never too young to start

Theyounged new olpaca bfeeder in
Australia is Mark Jefferis. At the tender
age of 21, Makhosbeenworkhghord
onhkpcnnts'sheepstudaswelas
IH sheamgtormepasﬂewyeas -
: \ ",;, He saved hard, planning to invest hls
e moneyincproperlyThnsyearhegofa
iobonanalpocasiudandfelforihe
animals.
"They’resomchbeﬂerihonsheep
hesays."'lheyreeasneﬂolookaﬂerand
with more
: Markalsosawihelevelohnterestm ;
the industry, osporlofhlsioblsshowmg
potential buyers around the animals.
“I thought that with all these people
wanting fo buy animals, even though
the rural industry in so depressed, | must
be on fo a good thing.”
Markboughﬂwopregnanﬂemalee
andiseagedyawaiﬂngfheamvalol
their offspring.
Hewillbeshearinghlsﬁrstalpacasfhis
" spring and says he’ll be making sure
- there are no nicks.
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PLEASE CONTACT

o IN CO-OPERATION WITH THE COOLAROO ALPACA STUD

// /f The Australian Alpaca Centre \\\\\

IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS NEW AND EXCLUSIVE SPRING RANGE

Lightweight ladies and gentleman sports coats, jumpers, cardigans and bright summer tops all made from 100%

Alpaca and Alpaca blends, ideal for golf and leisure wear and those crisp Spring & Summer evenings. To

compliment this range we also have exclusive linen shirts & cotton T-shirts with Alpaca Logo. A 10% discount

to all Alpaca breeders and readers of the Alpacas Australia magazine - so we can all promote the industry.
PLEASE CONTACT USTODAY ATSHOPS 7.8,

The Australian Alpaca Centre, Berrima NSW 2577
Ph: (048)771399 Fax: (048)771375




Codats of many colours
and characteristics

Daniel Weston
Schoenthal looks
in detail at the
make-up of
lama fibres.

Daniel Weston Schoenthal, from
the Pacific north-west region of
the United States, has conducted
research on lama nutrition, fibre
and genetics over 12 years. He is
a computer consultant and oper-
ates a fibre measurement labora-
tory. He and his wife, Bett Weston,
own a herd of llamas.

he logical place to start

the process of looking at

lama (alpaca, llama,

vicuna and guanaco)

fibre types is with the
two wild species - vicuna and
guanaco.

There are many similarities be-
tween the two as well as at least one
significant identifiable difference.
Both are two-coated animals, mean-
ing that they have both primary and
secondary fibre types within their
fleeces.

The primary fibre, commonly called
guard hair, is a straight highly
medullated coarse fibre that serves
several purposes. Guard hair is very
resistant to wear and abrasion and so
protects the fine fibre and skin. This
coarse fibre also acts as a support
system to fluff up the fine fibre to in-
crease the effective loft (insulation

value) and to act as a channelling sys-
tem to allow water to run down and
off instead of soaking into the fine fi-
bre.

The secondary or fine fibres are pri-
marily for protection from the cold as
they act to trap air and warmth next
to the body. These fibres are highly
valued by weavers for their fineness,
warmth, softness and optical quali-
ties.

Both vicuna and guanaco annually
shed their fine fibres in the summer
and regrow this undercoat before the
cold of winter sets in.

The two primary differences be-
tween vicuna and guanaco fibres are
diameter and curl.

The guard hair of the vicuna is
about 40-50 microns and guanaco 80-
90 microns. The fine fibre of the
vicuna is some of the finest in the
world, measuring in at 10-15
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microns, and the guanaco’s fine fibre
measures 15-25 microns. These may
seem like large differences, but the
vicuna is also smaller than the
guanaco.

The percentage of coarse fibre in
both species is in the 20-40% range
depending on the measuring method
used.

The differences between the
Huacaya alpacas and the Ccara
Ilama fibres are much more dramatic.
Although both are domesticated la-
mas they were selectively bred by the
native South Americans for very dif-
ferent purposes.

The alpacas were carefully bred for
thousands of years as a herdable
source of meat and fibre. The llama
was primarily bred as a pack animal
and secondarily as a source of meat
and hide products.

The domesticated alpaca is perhaps
one of mankind’s greatest breeding
successes. Beginning with the flighty
wild vicuna with a relatively short
fleece all the way to the herd-oriented
long-fibred domesticated alpaca.
Many factors were taken into account
in that long meticulous process.

The domesticated
dlpaca is perhaps
one of mankind'’s

greatest breeding
successes.

Quality fibre means constancy in
length, diameter, colour, softness,
curl and so on. All of this was accom-
plished over the lengthy time that
formed the process of domestication.

Because the coarse guard hair was
picky in the final product, it had to be
removed one way or another.

The long term solution was to
gradually reduce its percentage in
the fleece by selective breeding. Mod-
ern day alpacas have as little as 3%
or less coarse fibre in the major fleece
areas.

This selective removal of coarse fi-
bre has had interesting side effects.
The tensile strength of the fine fibre
increased as the variability of its di-
ameter stabilised. Although diameter
of the fine fibre increased slightly

from an average of 20 to 25 microns,
it retained its softness.

The ability to shed was also lost so
that it became necessary to manually
cut off the fleece in the early spring
as opposed to collecting the shed fi-
bres from rocks and brush or pluck-
ing it from the trapped animals.

Protection from the rain was
greatly diminished and this most
likely limited the areas where the al-
paca could be raised.

The Ccara llama was bred as a pack
animal, a completely different pur-

pose yet ultimately one of great im-
portance for a people whose natural
resources and communities were
spread out over a very large area. As
a pack animal, its intelligence and
the corresponding ease of training
was of primary interest to breeders.
Other requirements of the breed
were the ability to handle the stress
of a pack load and the harsh environ-
ment. It was also important that they
be easily maintained along the trail
in terms of food, water and care.
The presence of guard hair was an

ALPACASTUD

What did we ever do without
alpacas!

Time's flown, our herd has
blossomed and we've learnt
heaps.

Our endeavour - to produce
best quality fibre.

Our reward - a growing
number of lovely cria that will
be available next year.

All enquiries or visits by
appointment are welcome.
Jude Anderson

Alan Cousill

Phone (052) 61 3058

Fax (052) 61 5133

Mobile (018) 52 2231
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important trait as it protected the
animals from the pack and the
weather and also made cleaning the
coat easy. The fine fibre had to be
dense enough to provide protection
from the cold during the night and
yet short so as to not allow excess
body heat to build up during the
working day.

The conformation to carry large
loads over long distances was also
carefully considered.

Because of their hardiness, other
breeds of llamas were most likely de-

veloped for use as only meat and fibre
producers for areas that could not
successfully raise alpacas. Historical
records give us no evidence of a llama
that was both a pack animal and a
producer of high quality fleece.

There are two very distinct differ-
ences between the fibres of the
Huacaya alpaca and the Ccara lla-
mas.

The first is the great difference be-
tween the percentage of guard hair,
having been bred to a minimum in
the Huacaya and retained completely

BOOKS

veterinary

Husbandry and

ELECTRIC AND AIR OPERATED

SHEARING MACHINES ALPACAS FOR SALE
(MALE & FEMALE)

HALTERS

« TINY LARGEST SUPPLIERS OF

* WEANLING ALPACA YARNS & TOPS

* AVERAGE KNITWEAR IN MANY STYLES

« LARGE SIZES

SHOW EQUIPMENT MADE TO ORDER

HUMOROUS TEE SHIRTS AND AUSTRALIAN
ALPACA BUMPER STICKERS
* NOW AVAILABLE *

R.M.B. 4820 SEYMOUR 3660

ENQUIRIES - GEOFF and NANCY HALPIN
PH: (057) 969266 FAX: (057) 969330

WRITE NOW FOR YOUR FREE CATALOGUE

in the Ccara. Some of the guard hair
in the Ccara can be more than 120
microns and these fibres represent
more than 25% of the total fleece.

The other main difference is the
variability of diameter and curl in the
Ccara.

In the best Huacaya fleeces there is
less than 15% diameter variation
along any given fibre. This helps give
the alpaca fleece a high tensile
strength and an even look and feel to
yarns produced from the fibre.

In the Ccara llamas, the fibre diam-
eter can vary by more than 75% along
its length and results not only in
many weak break points but also an
uneven curl and an uneven look to
yarns spun from the fleece.

Of importance to
spinners who dye
lama fibre, the
medullated centre
takes dye differently
from the shell and
can result in unique
uneven shades.

It is of interest to note that the vari-
ability also shows to a lesser extent
in huarizos and crosses between
Ccara and Tapada llamas and is most
likely part of the reason that these
crosses show abnormal shedding
traits.

In looking at these fibres under
magnification these differences show
quite clearly.

Figure A shows these fibres at
about 25X.

The guard hair, fibres #1 and #2,
stands out as very straight fibres
about three times the diameter of the
fine fibres.

Although the fine fibre of the vi-
cuna, fibre #3, is also quite straight,
its fineness makes it distinctive from
the coarser guard hair.

The fine fibres of the different
breeds are not as distinctive at this
magnification.

Poor quality alpaca fibre might look
more like Ccara fine fibre and excel-
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Figure B

Figure A: Relative diameter and cur. 1. Guanaco/Ccara guar
hair, about 60 microns; 3. Vicuna fine fibre, about 15 microns;

microns; 5. Huacaya alpaca fine fibre, about 25 microns.

Figure B: Enlargement and cross sections. 7.
Huacaya alpaca fine fibre with fragmented

diameter; 6. Very fine Vicuna fibre showing lack of medulliation.

lent Tapada llama fine fibre can look
closer to the Huacaya. Nevertheless,
even at this view, the best fibre will
still stand out due to its constant curl
(fibre #5).

At a much higher magnification
these differences stand out more
clearly as shown in Figure B.

The straightness of the coarse guard
hair, fibre #7, and the complete
medullation of the fibre is clearly
seen. The shell may only be 20% of
the fibre diameter.

Of importance to spinners who dye
lama fibre, this medullated centre

takes dye differently from the shell
and can result in unique uneven
shades.

At this level of magnification, the
differences show between the fine fi-
bres of the Huacaya and Ccara.

Although both show the interrupted
or fragmented sections of
medullation common in fine fibres,
the variability of fibre diameter
clearly stands out.

The Huacaya’s fine fibre, fibre #8,
shows an even diameter along the fi-
bre length where as the Ccara, fibre
#9, shows the thick and thin regions

d hair - about 100 microns; 2. Vicuna guard
4. Mixed breed fine fibre, about 25-35

Guard hair showing continuous medullation and shell; 8.
medullation; 9. Ccara llama fine fibre showing variable

associated with lamas that contain a
high percentage of guard hair.

These thin regions lack the high ten-
sile strength associated with high
quality fibres and are the cause of
breakage or shedding in the field as
well as causing undesirable traits in
spun yarns.

Careful observation of analyses of
the fibre traits of our best animals
and how those traits affect the goals
of our breeding programs, coupled
with careful breeding practices, will
bring the best results to the future of
alpacas as a fibre producing animal.

Livestock Insurance Brokers

WILBURTINS

Ph: BH (02) 599 1222  AH (02) 437 4402

PROTECT YOUR VALUABLE INVESTMENT

Covers available include mortality, theft, transit.
Extensions available: importing animals, unborn cria.
Pre-arranged cover on purchases at auction or by private treaty.

Contact: Michael d’Apice

WILBURTINS, 11 Harfill-Law Ave, Bardwell Park, 2207.
Toll Free: (008) 22 1695 Fax: (02) 597 7126

*Acting for You”
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A gift from the gods

Jenny Morgan thinks
she may have found
the answer to what
happened to the
unicorn after Noah
sailed off.

Gray and Jenny Morgan own
Amberdale Alpacas at

Coldstream in Victoria’s Yarra
Valley.

Gray and Jenny Morgan take a closer look at their fleeces.

ray and I both grew up

with a farming back

ground, Gray on a

mixed farm in Wales

while my early years
were spent in the fine wool Merino
districts of southern Queensland and
central New South Wales where I
believe I was one of the first recog-
nised jillaroos.

Helping out in the shearing shed as
a roustabout or piece picking I
watched the amazing talents of the
old wool classers,who also advised on
the selection of stud rams for use the
following season.

It was here my interest in natural
fibre began.

Economics took both of us off the
land and into city life. Gray was just
starting in a career in electronics and
I was working as a computer pro-
grammer in London where we met
and married in the 1960s.

I convinced him life in Australia
was pretty cool. When we found our-
selves living in Adelaide and could
combine our mutual love of the land
with a corporate life, we bought our
first property south of Adelaide rais-
ing cattle, horses and goats.

Transferring to Melbourne we dis-
covered the magic of the Yarra Val-
ley, within commuting distance of the
business districts, so we settled on 70
beautiful acres where we have lived
for the past 18 years.

We have since bought another prop-
erty a little further north near Yea
which is a great deal dryer than the
Yarra Valley. We find the cattle do
much better there than in this rather
wet part of Australia.

Fat lambs and vealers are produced
by our Yarra Valley neighbours with
the larger holdings, while we are sur-
rounded by some of the best known
names in the wine industry. Apples,
cherries. peaches and strawberries
add another dimension to this fertile
valley, and now the elegant alpacas
can be seen adding their charms to
an ever increasing number of proper-
ties.

The winters are long and cold, with
an extremely high rainfall (50
inches), snow falls on the surround-
ing hills, and frosts can be rather se-
vere on the fingers in the early
mornings but, to compensate, the
very hot weather of summer is short
and droughts such as experienced by
other parts of Australia are almost
unknown. Green pick, even if it only
paspalum, is available right through
summer.

Pastures are rye and clover with a
good mix of all the well known weeds,
but we are lucky in that there are no
burr or thistle problems to speak of
hence very little vegetation contami-
nation of our fleeces.

Along with the Angus cattle, which
we keep mainly at Yea, we breed An-
gora and Anglo Nubian goats and
Tukidale sheep (which are specialty
carpet wool producers with a fully
medullated fibre and well suited to
our wet conditions), and then came
alpacas.

As a child I can remember my
mother referring to anything alpaca
with great reverence. It was almost
as if it was spoken in italics, but I
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must admit from whence it came was
completely unknown.

Several years ago we saw a photo-
graph of some crias and fell in love.

Word that these beautiful fibre pro-
ducing animals were in New Zealand
and possibly being permitted entry
into Australia circulated among our
mohair producing friends.

I remember telling my mother that
one day we would love to own some
and her advice was that life was too
short to wait for that one day to come
and asked what was wrong with now.

It was wonderful advice. Following
several phone calls and assistance
and advice from several kind people,
we found ourselves anxiously await-
ing the arrival in Australia of three
pregnant females and an introduc-
tion to a exciting new interest.

We filled the months before their
arrival reading everything we could
lay our hands on (which is not much)
so that we would be able to cope with
the new arrivals.

We need not have worried. Our

Part of the Mgans’ k.

three ladies together with a young
white male moved onto our property,
calmly settled in and proceeded to
make themselves completely at home
with a minimum of fuss.

The only animals stressed by it all
were our Anglo Nubians. The alpacas
- always on the look out for an open
gate and a new horizon to investigate
- wandered through into the Anglo
Nubians’ yard and shed area, the
Nubians took one look at these inter-

lopers and bolted out the gate and up
the hill.

The alpacas were delighted with
this response and, sure that this was
a new game for their benefit, took off
after them.

Visualise if you can a herd of large
Anglo Nubian goats, udders and ears
flying followed close behind by a
swarm of leaping, cavorting alpacas.

On reaching the top of the hill the
Nubians realised they were being fol-

ULTRASOUND

PREGNANCY DIAGNOSIS

Trans abdominal and Trans rectal.

Two experienced Veterinarians,
Drs Ewen McMillan
& David Hopkins.

Phone, write or fax
for more information.

LLAS

The largest llama herd in Australia is now running near
Daylesford, in Victoria.

Llamas have been a well-established breeding industry in the
United States for more than 20 years.

In addition to a growing Australian industry, llamas are being
exported to the United States to supply that market. In July 1992,
two Australian-bred females, ‘Ameretto’ and ‘Arissa’, topped
the Firecracker llama auction in Oregon, US, among 235 entries.
Come and view their dams, sires and paddock mates.

These wonderful “companion animals” are easily trained to
pack, drive and ride.

A few pregnant females and weaned males have just
been released for sale, providing a rare opportunity to
enter this new industry.

Excellent males are standing at stud.

LYONBANK LLAMAS

Ph (053) 48 7744 Fax (053) 48 7754

Bt minE

VETERINARY PRACTICE
— ANIMAL HOSPITAL —

65 Coppards Road, Newcomb, Vic 3219
Ph: (052) 48 2009 Fax: (052) 48 6383
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A youngster finds the Yarra Valley to his liking.

lowed and positively flew back down
again, much to the delight of the al-
pacas who followed in hot pursuit.

As they thundered past for the third
time my daughter and I were almost
paralysed with laughter.

To add the alpacas to our property
required no alterations or additions
to our existing farm facilities. Fences,
shedding and yards were all more
than adequate for their require-
ments.

Sheds to suit

Alarge hay shed no longer used for
hay due to the introduction of the
round bales proved a hit. They seem
to love the large open shed with its
warm dry floor, and spend hours
lounging in it. Smaller, closed sheds
seem less acceptable to the discern-
ing newcomers.

The dams are also one of their fa-
vourite haunts and - summer and
winter - they love a paddle and dip in
the water. We found on hot days if a

dam was not acces-
sible they would ac-
tually sit down in
~ any available water
trough indicating a
great need to lower
their body tempera-
- ture.

- Now, whenever we
have any alpaca
- away from a dam,

. we place a 6 ft diam-
eter x 2.5 ft deep fi-
breglass trough in
the paddock and
- half fill it with
water, these they
use as a dam substi-
tute.

We were advised
that anything we
y did for sheep and
goats would be okay
for an alpaca.

We have followed
this advice now for
nearly two years
. and they appear to
. have thrived under
our conditions.

Due to our high
- rainfall and heavy

clay soil we were

rather concerned
how the alpacas would survive their
first winter with us. Once again they
took to it all like the proverbial duck.

Having selected the Tukidale sheep
for their black feet, and battled foot
scalding in the Angoras for years, you
can imagine our delight when the al-
pacas came through that first winter
with feet in perfect condition.

Also the fleeces showed no signs of
water damage and two crias born in
June with only a couple of nights
spent in a shed have grown on beau-
tifully, taking all the cold wet condi-
tions in their stride.

In fact, the alpacas show a great
deal of indignation if we fuss over
them even when the icy wet winds
Sweep over us.

Four crias have now been born on
the property. The birthing process
would have to be the most civilised
affair in the animal world.

How many times has the life been
squeezed out of my arm while assist-
ing a cow calving; how many nights

have we sat up in the freezing cold
with a goat who waits till 6am to pro-
duce, just in time for us to begin our
day’s work again?

Here is an animal who waits pa-
tiently and quietly till you have had
that morning cup of coffee, sorted out
the rest of the farm for the day and
then oh so quietly and easily presents
you with what must be the most deli-
cate looking infant, who within hours
staggers to its long spidery legs, has
a quick drink from mum and then
proceeds to take off for a quick ex-
ploratory run. Amazing!!

How many nights have we wan-
dered the paddocks with a spot light
endeavouring to keep those ever vigi-
lant foxes away from our new lambs
and kids?

One morning we sighted an intrepid
fox who had the audacity to set foot
in the alpacas paddock. Trumpeting
wildly, the matriarch of our alpaca
herd, head snaking low along the
ground, took off after him. Hey
presto! No fox.

We have never worried since, confi-
dent our alpaca babies are safe.

We are now blessed with nine won-
derful females, a saucy wether, a
young male and we were lucky
enough to be invited to share a lovely
light fawn male with several other
breeders.

At this stage in the development of
our herd this was a wonderful idea. It
has enabled us to use a superior male
over our small herd without it being
excessively expensive and would
thoroughly recommend this idea to
other small breeder groups.

Access to top quality males is essen-
tial in herd improvement.

The future

We would like to see our herd grow
to perhaps 100 breeding females and
all going well this is quite possible.
They are not a labour intensive ani-
mal and as we are approaching what
could be called “advanced” years feel
we could still manage that number,
whereas doing battle with what quite
often can be an aggressive bulk of
beef seems less appealing.

Top quality lucerne and clover hay
brought in from northern Victoria
has always been one of our staple
feeds for all our stock and the alpacas
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appear to be doing very well on it to-
gether with our pastures.

They certainly are not voracious
eaters and sometimes only appear to
eat something offered to please us.

Commercial horse mixes, pellets,
grain and lucerne chaff have been of-
fered, but usually treated with dis-
dain. Obviously our pasture and hay
provide all they need.

Salt and mineral blocks are avail-
able in all paddocks at all times and
the alpacas do seem to use them.

Standard 5 in 1 vaccinations are
carried out and worming with Ivomec
in summer and autumn seem to be
keeping the stock healthy.

Vitamin B1 and B Complex are on
hand and a 3ml injection given to
ward off any after effects of stress
where necessary. To date our vet bills
reflect a very healthy group of ani-
mals.

Showing animals is not our scene.
For many reasons we do not believe
that it in any way improves the
standard of the breed as many of the

SNOW SPIRIT oW {4y BLACK MAGIC

Senior champion | ‘ ¢ Lot Senior champion
Royal Melb. Show , . ok : "> . Royal Melb. Show

pure whlvte sire il our jet black sire
co-owner’s ; :

Jenny & Lindsay
Gadsden

Both have superb fleeces, temperament and conformation
Irene & Ken Aliston Telephone: (059) 67 3338 - Fax: (059) 67 3634
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animals which are shown success-
fully are raised and kept in what can
be a very artificial manner and these
same animals kept under paddock
conditions may not necessarily be the
best producers.

However, from a PR point of view it
is always good for the breed and pos-
sibly for this reason it is a necessity.

Perhaps more emphasis on fleece
judging could balance this in the
right direction.

Fibre assessment

We have always been keen on fibre
production. As well as subjective as-
sessment we use all forms of objec-
tive measurement available to
increase our knowledge and improve
our stock.

We are recording all fleece weights
at shearing and micron measure-
ments every six months using our
projection microscope and also the
Fibre Fineness Distribution Analyser
service available through the Mel-
bourne College of Textiles.

This service is readily available and
extremely economical considering the
amount of information gained. The
Australian merino industry uses
testing services extensively, espe-
cially on all rams used for stud pur-
poses. To-day they produce one of the
finest and most even fleeces in the
world.

The alpaca industry can only benefit
from following these basic procedures
and must, as a result, in the not too
distant future be able to move out
into a world market with a product of
which it can be proud.

Selection of quality males is vital.
Wethering of those males not in the
top percent should be encouraged.

If we want a future for the Austral-
ian alpaca fibre industry we must
start now and aim to produce only
the best.

For anyone considering entering the
industry we offer very positive sup-
port. The alpaca would have to be one
of the easiest animals to maintain
and also the most rewarding.

These gently intelligent animals
give so much more than a beautiful
fleece:

A stroll down the paddock to be met
by the troops, all quite delighted to
see you. To sit quietly in the grass
with them while one meditates on
their future is very relaxing and re-
assuring or to enjoy the silly antics of
the babies in the late afternoon sun
is more than one could ask.

A mystery solved?

The story of the mythical unicorn
carries a strange fascination. What
did happen to those mischievous in-
dependent animals who refused shel-
ter on the ark?

Surely those nimble-footed crea-
tures leaped and pirouetted their way
to the Altiplano to escape the flood,
there they found security so shed
their horns and became clad in a fi-
bre exceeding all others in softness.

Now they have miraculously re-
turned to us as alpacas.

Surely a gift from the gods.

SO
RING

ALPACA
INSURANCE

ROWNTREE

Toll free: (008) 251 900
Business: (02) 363 5814
Home: (02) 363 4762
Fax: (02) 362 4039

David Rowntree
Livestock Insurance
Brokers Pty Ltd

Member: NIBA

Standing at stud 1992

2 0, o, 9,
X IR X R X 2 K4

Carwidya
Silver Power

(formerly Benleigh Silver Power)

Superb conformation
Beautiful silver-grey fleece
Inspection invited

Sired cria in New Zealand

Service fee: $1000
Live cria or free return

Inquiries: Pauline Cowell
Carwidya Alpaca Stud
Four Mile Road
Caramut, 3274 Vic
Phone: (055) 99 8285 Fax: (055) 99 8309

O o, 0. 9,
S 00 o0 o

Age: 5 years
Tag: 159
Born: Chile
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Adventures in the
Andes with adlpacas

This is an extract from
the book Unsung Heroes
and Heroines of
Australia’ which was
produced as a
bicentennial project.

The chapter on Charles
Ledger, 1818-1905,

was written by Terri
McCormack.

Terri McCormack is a historian
by profession and has for many
years been a freelance writer and
researcher.

n November 1858, the citizens
of Sydney were treated to the
spectacle of hundreds of
Ilamas and alpacas grazing in
the Domain.

An apparently grotesque combina-
tion of long-necked camels and woolly
sheep, they were a bizarre sight be-
hind which lays story of high adven-
ture linking Australia’s history with
that of the wild Andes country of
South America and one of the most
remarkable men ever to visit our
shores.

Charles Ledger, born in London in
1818, was one of that breed of nine-
teenth-century entrepreneurs who
sought profit, renown and innovative
enterprises in unlikely places. By
1842, he was established in Tacna,
Peru, as an exporter of cinchona (qui-
nine tree) bark, copper, alpaca wool
and vicuna skins. By 1852, his advice
was sought by the British Consul on
the feasibility of exporting alpacas to
New South Wales.

Ledger had long been aware of the

Teni McCormack recently spent
five months in Central and South
America where the barren
beauty of the Peruvian Andes
and Bolivian Altiplano was a
reminder of Ledger’s courage
and detemmindation during his
three-year trek across this inhos-
pitable terrain in the 1850s.

‘Australias Finest’

Australia’s Finest

7¢ Premium quality stud animals available for purchase

?¥¢r Breeding exclusively for low micron, correct
conformation and maximum coverage

7¢ 2 dual registered stud males open for service, both
exhibiting outstanding conformation coupled with
phenomenal fleece density.

STONEWALL
Pure Black

Reg ILR & IAR
Stud fee: $1500
Gtd PPT

Contact: Andrew & Karen Caldwell,
Wyona Alpaca Stud, Thuddungra, NSW 2594. Ph/fax (063) 83 3531

SAN ANTONIO
Steel Grey

Reg ILR & IAR
Stud Fee $1500
Gtd PPT
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Acclimdtisation Society medals marking Ledger’s
achievement in bringing alpacas and llamas to
Australia.

wool-producing potential of these valuable animals. De-
spite stringent restrictions on their export by the Peru-
vian Government and continual obstruction from his
Indian workers, he had built up a herd of 600 at his es-
tate on the Peruvian-Bolivian frontier in the hope of a
change of policy or a revolution.

Having been discreetly assured of the support of Her
Majesty’s Government for his extraordinary enterprise,
Ledger visited NSW and found the Monaro district suited
their husbandry. Governor Fitzroy was enthusiastic: “If

you succeed in introducing 100 alpacas only into the
Colony, we will treat you with the same liberality as the
McArthurs ... you shall have a grant of 10,000 acres.”

Returning to South America in May 1853, Ledger re-
joined his flock and shepherds who had already begun
their epic trek from Peru through Bolivia and the Argen-
tine to the Chilean coast. In their five-year journey, the
expedition traversed some of the world’s highest and most
inhospitable regions where attacks by vicuna-hunting
bandits were a constant threat as was death through star-
vation or exposure. In August, 1856, Ledger managed to
foil an attempt by a Bolivian military force to arrest him
and his property. He received assistance to drive his flock
across the Argentine and arrived at Coplapo in Chile in
April 1858.

“Only those acquainted with the country and its
habitants can form any ideas of the difficulty and dangers
I had to surmount,” said Ledger after his arrival in Aus-
tralia, but some appreciation of the terrors and beauties
of the lands through which the expedition passed can be
gained from a sketchbook now in Sydney’s Mitchell Li-
brary. The naive charm and humour of these sketches,
drawn by the unknown artist Santigo Savage, do not dis-
guise the hardship and perils encountered during this
remarkable journey.

In Valparsiso, Ledger incurred debts of 6000 pounds for
freight, fodder, salaries and insurance before embarking

‘““Tarapaca
Alexander”

Exceptioal beding opportunity
Superb light fawn stud sire

A very rare champagne/light fawn
mature male. Alexander is a proven herd
improving sire, with exceptional
coverage, density and character of fleece.

SERVICE FEE $1200

FEE INCLUDES:
Agistment and ultra sound
“We can organise transport”

Jill & Kelvin Maude
R.M.B. 2305 Tatura Vic. 3630
Telephome & Fax (058) 290 133

¢ BREEDING @ MANAGEMENT o SHEARING o CONSULTING ¢

PACA-LINK

BREEDING SERVICES

SURI

A rare opportunity to purchase
a share in a light fawn
Suri male alpaca.

The Suri alpacas have a fleece which is finer and
softer than their Huacaya cousins. It is lustrous
with a well-defined staple and no guard hair.
This male is one of a small herd likely to be the
only Suris ever to be imported into Australia.
He is ideal for improving the quality, fineness,
staple length and marketability of your progeny.
He is an outstanding example of the breed
with a rare creamy fawn fleece of
exceptional quality, attractive head,
good conformation and presence.

Two 25% shares are being offered.
Shareholders will also have the opportunity to
earn income from service fees.

Call Alan Hamilton or Cherie Bridges.
Ph: (053) 48 7744. Fax: (053) 48 7754.
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MONO

Taking water to the animals in
the Andes.

with 336 animals and 13 shepherds
in 1958. The mountain-bred animals
suffered greatly from seasickness.
But on November 28, 275 animals -
184 alpacas, 11 llamas, 74 crossbreds
and six vicunas - were landed at Syd-
ney.

From their spectacular lodgings at
the Domain, the flock was moved to
the Saphienbury estate near Liver-
pool. Alpaca meat received favour-
able reactions at fashionable dinners
and Ledger was awarded with med-
als from scientific societies and the
1862 London Exhibition for his ef-
forts. By this time, however, his
hopes of being generously reimbursed
by the Government had been dashed
and he was obliged to accept a Gov-
ernment offer of 1500 pounds for the
flock with the proviso that he re-
mained as superintendent on an an-
nual salary of 300 pounds with which
to maintain the remaining five men.

When the Acclimatisation Society of
Victoria expressed interest, Ledger
immediately began organising fur-
ther exports of alpacas and vicunas of
superior breed. In the prevailing cli-
mate of inter-colonial rivalry, this
was interpreted as a breech of faith
by the then Minister of Lands, John
Robertson, and Ledger’s battle with
entrenched and short-sighted bu-
reaucracy culminated in his suspen-
sion from office in August 1862 after
a heated interview with the Minister.

His appeal to the Governor, Sir
John Young, for recompense for his
efforts was rejected because of lack of
any record of promises given by the
British Consul in Peru, necessarily

o

'STOCK AIR EXPORT PTY. LTD.

At Stock Air Export, we make moving your animals around
the world as easy for you as picking up the phone.

Our no-fuss complete service from home base to your
animals’ final destination will guarantee the safety and care
of your livestock.

Stock Air Export’s experience has taken alpacas to Alaska
and America; camels to America and Taiwan; goats to
America; cattle to Singapore; pigs to Malaysia and Korea;
deer to Korea: horses to London, New York, Tokyo,
Singapore, Hong Kong, Auckland, Jakarta and Frankfurt.

Your stock will be given the best of care.

M Quarantine and veterinary testing

B Documentation, clearances and transit permits
H Airline attendance

Phone Stock Air Export Pty Ltd for competitive prices.

Carolyn Young

24A Lascelles Ave, Toorak 3142.
Ph: (03) 826 3080. Fax: (03) 826 3092. Moblle: (018) 170 114.
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verbal, and by Governor Fitzroy,
since deceased.

Having failed in his attempt to sue
the NSW Government, Ledger re-
turned to his estranged family in
Peru in August 1864 “unable to sup-
port the expense and delay and aban-
doning all hope of ever obtaining
justice”.

The remaining animals failed to be
sold at auction and were given away
to farmers and zoos. The failure of
the enterprise was attributed to the
low rate of increase and coarse hair
of the animals but the powerful me-
rino lobby may also have played a
part.

In 1920, the Lands Department ac-
knowledged: “Mr Ledger always af-
firmed that if the Government had
carried out his suggestions and taken
the flock to the Monaro district in the
first place, a different end would have
resulted.”

On his return to Peru, Ledger was,
as he anticipated, met with extreme
hostility and a price was reputedly
put on his head. Undaunted, he be-
came engaged in another far more
successful and beneficial project. Cir-
cumventing Peruvian and Bolivian

A sketch of some of the llamas during the trek.

export regulations yet again, he
smuggled out seeds of the cinchona
tree which were bought by the Dutch
Government and successfully culti-
vated in Java.

Later known as Cinchona Calisya
Ledgerianna, these trees provided an
inexpensive source of quinine. By
1900, Java supplied two-thirds of the

world’s supply of this life-saving
drug. However, for his part in supply-
ing Ledger with the original seeds,
his servant, Manuel, was starved to
death by the Bolivian authorities.
After living in the United States,
Argentine and Uruguay, Ledger was
back in NSW by 1895. Although, in
1897, the Dutch Government recog-

number of Australian
and New Zealand
breeders have reported
problems with phos-
phorus deficiency.
It seems to be a bit of a misnomer
be use the vets have generally

. ;reacn n: Vitamin D deﬁctency lead-

Coping with phosphorus deficiencies in alpacas

arises from the lower levels of UV
light available to the animals during
the winter months.

Alpacas come from an area with ex-
tremely high UV light and our win-
ters, in particular, do no provide
anywhere near the same amount.

Sunlight provides Vitamin D to the
animals and Vitamin D is very im-

portant in the assimilation of phos-

phorus. This results in a chain

“get in animals’ levels back to nor-
, mal in the norm of either injectible

in an injectible form, but care is
needed in dosing. It is an oil-based
rather than a water-based liquid so
the body cannot get rid of excess
dosage, which can be dangerous.

In problem animals, breeders
have also provided phosphorus to
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nised his services to humanity by
granting him an annuity of 100
pounds a year, when Ledger died at
Leichhardt in Sydney on May 19,
1905, his estate was valued at only
two pounds.

A man of vision and indomitable
perseverance, Charles Ledger was
both an entrepreneur and a public
benefactor to whom peril and vicissi-
tude were small obstacles. Well
might the NSW graziers have felt
threatened by his supreme confi-
dence in the fine quality wool he ex-
pected to produce from his strange
animals: “If my views are carried out
or I live long enough to carry them
out, NSW will be celebrated as the
only country producing this ‘non plus
ultra’ in wool. I spare no trouble or
expense and I can only hope that par-
ties of enterprise in NSW will supply
the means to make me realise my
fond hope and expectations.”

Sketches courtesy of the Mitchell = F ANELe il . .~ e
Library, Sydney. Alpacas watch while Ledger washes in a stream.

A touch of heaven in the Yarra Valley

Amberdale
~ Alpacas .

Skye Road, Coldstream, Victoria 3770

O Only 55km east of the centre of Melbourne, in
one of the most picturesque valleys in Australia.

O We aim to produce speciality fibre from high
quality breeding stock.

0 Outstanding stud males available.

‘I may be small - but 1
have a great future.”

Jenny and Gray Morgan (059) 62 5352. Fax (03) 720 7110.
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US alpaca
breeders

put their

best on show

In June, Carolyn and
Allan Jinks attended the
first North American
Alpaca Conference at
Estes Park, Colorado.
Carolyn reports

on the event.

Carolyn and Allan Jinks run
Benleigh Alpaca stud at Moolap
near Geelong, Victoria.

1llan and I, and fellow

Australians Clyde Hal-

dane, who was working

in South America at the

time, and Sandi Walter
Keane, enjoyed the four activity-filled
days of lectures, demonstrations and
an alpaca show.

At the evening meeting which
opened the conference, the Austral-
ian Alpaca Association was praised
for its alpaca promotion video and it
was suggested that copyrights be ob-
tained by the AOBA.

We were proud to see our video be-
ing shown continuously and groups of
Canadians and Americans clustered
around to see it. It really put Aus-
tralia on the “alpaca map”.

The seminar was run differently to
the two held so far in Australia. Be-
fore the conference, participants paid
to attend a selection of lectures by
leading speakers and demonstrations
of fleece sorting, shearing, pregnancy
testing and handling of animals were
held continuously.

This worked well as groups at lec-
tures were limited to about 40 which
gave a quite personal approach.

I had elected to attend two half-day
lectures by Murray Fowler (the vet
who wrote the “pink book” or “alpaca
bible”). He covered prem crias and

<

neonatal care as well as general
health issues. Murray’s no-nonsense
approach reminded people not to
“over fuss” with these hardy animals,
letting observation be the keyword in
preference to intrusion.

Our local vet, Ewen McMillan, had
recently returned from working with
LaRue Johnson in the US and I was
keen to hear what this world-
renowned alpaca vet had to share.

During his lecture, it became appar-
ent that local climate, feed, pasture
and health procedures will vary con-
siderably so owners must work in
conjunction with their vets to achieve
ideal results.

Many Americans were amazed to
discover that Australian alpacas live
outside all year. Many of their ani-
mals are in barns for much of the
time.

The alpaca show was eyecatching.
As we are so accustomed to seeing
white coats on handlers, the novelty
of an alpaca being led by a lady in a
tuxedo drew more attention to her
than her animal. Not all were as dra-
matic, but black and white clothes
were required.

Two social highlights were a lunch-
eon and fashion parade.

The parade showed hand-fashioned
or knitted clothing. The cream hand-
spun, hand-knitted alpaca jumper
from Australia was equal to the best
there and created comment as, in the
US, it would be called a sweater.
They thought the word jumper rather
cute.

The finale to the four days was a
Peruvian feast, an extravaganza and
fun night. Those dressed in Peruvian
costume added much colour. A major
raffle - with prizes such as stud serv-
ices, a pair of male cria, farm banners
or weekends in the Bahamas - was a
great fund-raising exercise.

For everyone who attended the con-
ference - from Canada, Great Britain,
Australia and the US - the event will
hold happy memories and a feeling
that this new industry is definitely
international and here to stay.

LEFT: An alpaca show, Colorado-
style - formal dress for the han-
dler and a ‘poodie cut’ for the
animal.
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American veterinarian,
Karen Baum, who was
one of the speakers at the
AAA seminar in Tocal,
gives some practical
advice on how to

feed your animals.

Dr Karen Baum runs Little
Doc’s Veterinary Care in
Huddleston, Virginia, US, and is
president of the Llama Associa-
tion of Mid-Atlantic States. She is
involved with the llama industry
at all levels - owner, manager, of-
ficer and veterinarian.

ach lama has an indi-
vidual metabolism - on
the same diet some will
get fat while others lose
weight.

The individual animal’s condition is
the most important guide to the suc-
cess of your nutritional program. Ac-
curate scales and learning to do body
condition scoring (hands on) are es-
sential for precise assessment of your
animals’ health.

Record keeping is also important.
Regular (monthly) review of the
records, looking at trends for the herd
as well as individuals, is usually op-
timal but often over-looked.

Generally animals consume 1-3% of
their body weight in dry matter daily.
Studies to date indicate lamas eat
about 2% of body weight daily. This
means a 135 kilogram llama will con-
sume about 2.7kg of feed daily, on a
dry matter basis. Alpacas weigh in at
about half llama weights - a mature
female alpaca will weigh 60-70kg.

Feeds are usually discussed on a dry
matter basis. Pastures generally
have 16-36% dry matter. Hays usu-
ally are 86-92% dry matter. This
means your lama needs to eat 2.4 to
5.7 times as much pasture as hay to

Food, glorious food

consume an equivalent amount.

Grass has higher moisture (64-84%)
than hay (8-14%). There are other
composition changes besides mois-
ture content when forage is processed
for hay.

When calculating how much hay
you will need, multiply the sum of the
body weight of all lamas by 3% by the
number of days hay is to be fed.

This will allow for some wastage,
discarding of spoiled bales, a pro-
longed feeding season and weight
gain of young animals.

For example, if you have 10 llamas
at 135kg (1350kg), five llamas at
90kg (450kg) and four llamas at 34kg
(136kg) your total animal weight is
1875kg. So, 1875kg by 3% is 56.25kg
per day. Multiply this by, say, 120
days (the number of days depends on
your geographic location and man-
agement) equals 6750kg of hay.

/

FOR SALE:

and young pairs.
AT STUD:
outstanding Greystoke.

- AKHIRA...

Quality males , pregnant females

Superb males standing at stud including the

AGISTMENT: Short or long term agistment and management
services at very reasonable cost.

We offer a complete service to alpaca breeders and investors backed
up by 25 years experience in the stud stock industry.

Videos, magazines, halters etc also available.

Inquiries to Robert or Lyn Shepherd

Springton Rd, Mt Crawford SA 5351

Akhira Fantasy (6 months)

Phone : (085) 24 6150
Fax: (085) 24 6775
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This is a guide. Exact amounts de-
pend on the total nutritional program
and the type and quality of hay.

Concentrates (grains) should al-
ways be less than half of the diet on
a dry matter basis.

Too high a proportion of grain can
cause an acid indigestion type condi-
tion. Too quick an introduction to
richer feeds can also cause indiges-
tion, enterotoxemia (over-eating
disease) or polio (PEM, polioen-
cephalomalacia). Grains tend to be
high in phosphorous.

The amount needed will depend on
the type and quality of forage feed,
the condition of the lama and com-
pensation for growth, pregnancy and
lactation (milking).

Most of the foetal growth occurs
during the last trimester of preg-
nancy, the last 3.5-4 months.

Concentrates should be built up
slowly - by 100 grams a day - to the
desired level.

A guide in pregnant sheep and goats
is to build up to 1kg of grain a day for
late pregnancy. Sheep and goats are
similar in weight or smaller than al-
pacas but much smaller than llamas
(about half or less).

Sheep and goats frequently have
multiple offspring but the total
weight of all offspring may not be any
more than the weight of a single baby
Ilama. The demands of foetal growth
should be similar for sheep and lla-
mas. Sheep have a very efficient di-
gestive system, as do lamas.

Another period of severe nutritional
demand is early lactation (milking).
The first two to three months would
be the heaviest production.

Another general rule for sheep is
one kilogram of concentrate (grain)
per three kilograms of milk produced.
If a 15kg llama cria drinks 20-25% of
body weight per day the dam must
produce at least 3-3.75kg of milk a
day. An average alpaca cria weighs 6-
7kg.

When the rule is applied to llamas
the dam of the newborn should be fed
1-1.25kg of concentrate a day.

This would be adjusted according to
production, body condition and
weight of the mother and growth of
the baby.

Based on information available, pre-
vious calculations and practical expe-

rience, the average llama needs 1-
1.4kg of concentrate a day during the
last two to three months of preg-
nancy and the first two to three
months of lactation (milking), when
grazing a moderate pasture or con-
suming clean grass or mixed hay.
Some females will need more for a
longer period, in which case a higher
protein grain may be more desirable.
The level of protein in the grain
which should be fed will depend on
what the level is in the forage (pas-
ture and/or hay) being consumed.

Another period of life in which la-
mas need special nutritional atten-
tion to achieve optimal growth is the
first 12-18 months of life.

Crias will often begin nibbling on
solids the first week. By the time they
are weaned they should be accus-
tomed to creep feeding. Besides eat-
ing grain with their mothers, crias
should have access to their own
grain, in an area where the bigger
animals cannot gain entry.

From weaning to 12-16 months they
need supplemental concentrates. The

Dalgety Farmers @3 GN STV
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amount and protein level will depend on the forage being
consumed.

More protein and energy are needed during the heavy
demand periods - growth, pregnancy, lactation, work.

The diet needed for maintenance of a mature, adult
which is not in late pregnancy or early lactation can be
fairly simple. Many do well on a good pasture with fresh,
clean water as well as salt and minerals available.

Grasses such as timothy, Kentucky bluegrass, fescue,
orchard grass, brome grass can contain 4-20% protein and
often have 8-15% protein, on a dry matter basis.

The protein content will be affected by adequate nitro-
gen fertilisation and harvesting in the immature stage.
If improperly managed, non-legume grass forages will
contain less than 10% crude protein. Most grass forages
contain less than 0.9% calcium.

Combining grasses with legumes will improve the cal-
cium level (needed especially during growth, pregnancy
and lactation) and the protein level.

Legume forages such as alfalfa and red clover produce
a palatable feed which is higher in protein content (12-

The diet needed for maintenance
of a mature, adult which is not

in late pregnancy or early lactation
can be faily simple.

25%) and quality as well as high in calcium (over 0.9%).

Alfalfa has excellent vitamin A activity when harvested
and is rich in vitamin D as sun-cured hay. Alfalfa usually
has 1.3-1.5% calcium and 0.24% phosphorous.

Humid seasons and frequent, unplanned rainfall during
harvesting result in a poorer quality product and de-
creased protein content. As the crop matures it contains
more stems which become less digestible if harvested
past peak production.

Grains, or concentrates, contain less than 20% protein
and less than 18% fibre by definition. Most grains contain
8-12% protein and 2-11% fibre. They are generally high
in energy and TDN, niacin, thiamine and moderate in
vitamin E and phosphorous. Most grains are low in vita-
min D and A activity, calcium and B vitamins. Yellow
corn has high vitamin A activity.

Corn has the highest TDN (total digestible nutrients).
TDN is a general measure of the nutritive value of a feed.

The limitation of using TDN as a measure of feed en-
ergy is that it does not take into account losses such as
the energy used for digestion.

The usable energy of roughages is less than the usable
energy for grains with the same TDN. One must look at
the % crude protein (CP) and % fibre as well as the TDN
to evaluate the relative value of a feed.

Oats make a palatable, readily available feed for lamas.

It has a good level of protein but fairly high fibre which
makes it filling (good bulker) without high caloric intake.
Oats are usually part of mixed or sweet feeds.

Depending on the hay or pasture available, often a

, [ ] [
It’s shearing time
Now is the time to have your Alpacas
expertly shom by an experienced Alpaca
shearer, we do any numbers and go
anywhere. Call Kelvin today.

Contact: Jill & Kelvin Maude

RMB 2305, Tatura
Victoria, 3616, Australia

ALPACA-LINK
'lmgﬂ SEX Telephone & Facsimile (058) 29 0133
* BREEDING ® MANAGEMENT e SHEARING ¢ CONSULTING ®

INSURE YOUR ALPACAS

Lloyd’s & International Insurance Brokers

Cria from 1 Day Old
First Class Service & Security

AR Minet s

(VIC.) PTY. LTD. Tel: (03) 602 5977
—————  Fax: (03) 670 0258

ALPACA PROPERTY
FOR SALE

A 72 Superb Acres

A 40 Miles from Melbourne

A 4 Bed. outstanding stone house.
A 270 Views

Telephone: (059) 67 3338

Truleen Downs

LPACA FAR
N Y

* SALES & STUD SERVICE

» LIVESTOCK INVESTMENT
* MANAGEMENT

* AGISTMENT

Eng: Colleen or Trudy

Phone: (03) 796 8816
Fax: (03) 794 6828

Narre Warren North
Victoria 3804
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Alpaca Business Directory

Breeding for fine,

ALPACOS lighter coloured
A pPL alpacas
% R
K Visitors welcome
Young

Peter and Leni
van Bruinessen

ALPACA INSURANCE

Call Gow-Gates today to obtain
the best rates available.

Ph (02) 6353866 Fax (02) 891 5649

Always copied, never beaten

Gus & Susan Kacinskas
Rockbank Phone: (03) 747 1328

Bourkes Lane PO Box 654, K )
Ph: (063) 82 3421 | Young, 2594 NSW - makes you think, doesn't it?
LONE TREE ALPAC A STUD Victorian breeders note !
Now Standing Royal Show (s We have U.S. buyers |
and Sheep Show winners interested in purchas-
RED BARON ing quality weanlings
GREY MIST and breeding females
LIVESTOCK AGENTS

Enq: Ph/Fax (03) 690 2785

Ceyreste Alpacas &

vc For the discerning buyer } |

v¢ Top quality males { f |
available for service 1 9% \Jj

vr Free advice on '
alpaca husbandry a

David & Zita Webb. Phone (03) 712 0311

Are you sure you’re buyin
; the r¥ght alpaca? ;

We give you totally impartial advice
and recommendations to help you buy
the right animal.
Contact: Jill & Kelvin Maude
RMB 2305, Tatura

ALPACA-LINK Victoria, 3616, Australia
seepinG SERVICES|  Telephone & Facsimile (058) 29 0133

@ BREEDING ® MANAGEMENT @ SHEARING @ CONSULTING @

“f ogans

for Alpaca insurance

Ph: (02) 909 1499 Fax: (02) 909 8057

Alawakh ;Z\lpacas

Breeding for excellence

Chris & Graham Greig
Sutton, NSW

Ph : (06) 230 3459
Fax: (06) 230 3567

Pure white male standing at stud

Frosty has dark eyes, no coloured fibres,
quiet nature, dense fine fleece and very
good confirmation.
Contact: Bill & Annette Robbins
Traron Alpacas
RMB 7062, Wodonga Vic 3691
Phone: (060) 725224

THIS SPACE RESERVED FOR YOU!
Only $100, including production

-or-
as little as $80 (per issue)

or regular advertisers.

CONTACT: DAVID FALLICK, INDIGO ARCH
PH: (03) 576 1275
FAX: (03) 576 1276
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higher protein concen-
trate is more suitable dur-
ing the periods of high
demand.

Sorghum grain and rye
tend to be less palatable.

Wheat has high protein,
TDN and palatability but
tends to be cost prohibi-
tive for livestock feeds. = =

The other grains are
used depending on avail- ~ *
ability and cost, often
mixed with various |
feedstuffs in the ration.

Wheat bran, dried beet
pulp and molasses tend to
be laxatives. Wheat bran,
dried beet pulp and oats are good
bulking agents which fill an animal
with a lower TDN.

Molasses has negligible fibre, low
protein and TDN, high potassium
and magnesium. It is highly palat-
able, reduces dustiness and can be
used as a pellet binder in the manu-
facturing process. If molasses is at too
high a level it may disrupt micro-or-
ganisms in the digestive system.

The meals contain high protein (21-
50%) and variable fibre (<7-31%). The
TDN varies widely (562-80%) due to
inclusion of hulls in most meals.

Soybean meal is the most balanced,
most palatable, lowest fibre and most
commonly used meal in the US. Sun-
flower meal has a rich source of B vi-
tamins. Peanut meal has relatively
high protein and TDN but care must
be taken that it does not become
mouldy. Cottonseed meal can contain
gossypol which can have deleterious
effects on non-ruminants. Safflower
meal and rapeseed meal have low
palatability. Linseed meal is sup-
posed to help the lustre of the coat/
fleece.

All the meals go through special
processing which affects the feed’s
digestibility, palatability and nutri-
ent content. They are usually used as
a small portion of the total diet.

The total mineral content is often
called ash. Major minerals are
needed in relatively large amounts in
the diet or are present in high levels
in the body. These include calcium
(Ca), phosphorous (P), sodium (Na),
chloride (Cl), magnesium (Mg), potas-
sium (K) and sulphur (S).

A bood supply of clea:\ water is vital.

Trace minerals are usually needed
in minute quantities in the feed or
are present at low levels in the body.
They include cobalt (Co), copper (Cu),
fluorine (F), iodine (I), iron (Fe), man-
ganese (Mn), molybdenum (Mo), sele-
nium (Se) and zinc (Zn).There are
complex interactions among the min-
erals. They have numerous functions
in the body.

Deficiencies and toxicities are un-
common but can occur.

Most minerals are naturally con-
sumed. Their availability in the feed
depends on what form the mineral is

Water is the
cheapest,

most abundant
and most essential
nutrient.

in as well as other feed constituents
which can tie-up the mineral.

There are feed additives, boluses,
slow release boluses (as with sele-
nium), supplements in salt-mineral
mixes or an injectable form of most
minerals.

Antidotes to toxicities vary but
sometimes involve another mineral.

Vitamins regulate metabolism in
numerous ways. They are essential
for maintenance of life, growth, re-
sistance to disease and normal vig-
our. Requirements can increase with
old age due to less efficient utilisation
and absorption. The form of the vita-

min is important to ab-
sorption and utilisation.
Heat, oxidation, light and
certain minerals can af-
fect the stability of the
nutrient.
. Well-cured hay or green
- forages are good natural
- sources of vitamins E, D,
- A K, thiamine, riboflavin,
folacin and pyridoxine.
- Cereal grains contain
~ thiamine, pantothenic
' acid, niacin and choline.
- Vitamin B12 can be found
“ in proteins of animal ori-
gin and fermentation
products. Vitamin E
(which works with selenium) is also
found naturally in seed germ or germ
oils from plants such as wheat germ
meal or oil.

Water is the cheapest, most abun-
dant and most essential nutrient.
The body is 45-60% water in adults
and 65-85% in newborn animals.

Water is necessary for many chemi-
cal reactions, transportation of nutri-
ents, elimination of wastes,
lubrication, temperature regulation
and structural support of cells.

It is lost through urine, manure, res-
piration, evaporation and milk.

Water consumption increases with
increased ambient or body tempera-
ture (fever), lactation, pregnancy and
increased salt or nitrogen intake.

A general rule is that the basal
daily requirement of water is 65-
110cc per kilogram of body weight.
This means a 50kg animal needs a
minimum of 3-5 litres of water per
day. There should be at least 3.5 li-
tres of water available per 50kg of
animal each day.

This requirement can easily double
with heat, humidity, exercise or preg-
nancy. It can triple with lactation,
especially if there are any other de-
mands such as higher temperatures.

Water should be kept clean and cool
in warm weather and clean and
unfrozen (or warmed to encourage
consumption) in cold weather.

Lamas are fussy about their water
so make it inviting enough that you
would drink it!

Be sure to check the teeth, gums
and jaws on any thin animal espe-
cially if they are older. The tongue,
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jaw muscles and other muscles and
nerves are necessary for an animal to
eat. They rechew their cud and eruc-
tate (burp) so feed and gas need to be
able to come back up the esophagus
(gullet).

Any obstruction, narrowing or lack
of function from the mouth to the
stomach can result in difficulty eat-
ing.

No matter how good your nutri-
tional program is, it will be of no ben-
efit unless the animal is able to eat.

Another aspect of a balanced nutri-

tional program that must not be
overlooked is parasite control.

Intestinal worms, stomach worms,
coccidia, tapeworms and flukes can
rob the lama of needed nutrients.
This is most devastating during peri-
ods of high energy demands. The
young, growing animal is often more
susceptible to parasites as well as
having the increased demands of
growth.

Special attention needs to be fo-
cused on groups of animals which are
crowded, as parasite contamination

SHANBROOKE
ALPACAS

“Breeding for Excellence”

Inquires welcome

Ron & Dianne Condon
Yarra Glen

Ph (03) 730 1399

(@]TE1114Y

alpacas
breed
quality
crias

concentrates where more animals are
gathered. Spreading out the animals
in a big pasture reduces the parasite
concentration and exposure.

Make sure there is adequate bunk
or feeder space for both hay and
grain.

Make sure there is ready access to
clear cool water in warm or moderate
weather; clear, clean warmed water
in cold weather.

Have the trace minerals and salt
kept in a convenient, sheltered spot
to encourage consumption especially
in hot weather.

Feed animals as individually as
possible, in particular the grain por-
tion of the ration so that individual
animals can be supplemented accord-
ing to their particular needs.

Have your forage analysed. Use the
grain most appropriate for your for-
age. If your hay is 15% protein or less
in general I would recommend at
least a 15% concentrate for those ani-
mals in high demand periods.

Many of the sweet feeds for dairy
goats and dairy cattle are 15-16%
protein, are highly palatable and af-
fordable.

Deficiencies particular to your re-
gion can often be corrected by supple-
menting the feed.

Another option is to have special
feed formulated to meet your needs.
Sometimes several farms order to-
gether to meet the feed mills’ mini-
mum order requirement.

When dieting an animal aim for 10-
40% reduction over at least a 3-12
month period. Do not put lamas on a
starvation diet as deleterious side ef-
fects can occur, including death.

Do not diet females during the last
trimester of pregnancy or early lacta-
tion!

Wait until peak milk production
has been reached so that the nursing
cria is not deprived of essential nutri-
tion. Dieting in late pregnancy can
impair the dam’s health as well as
the viability of the cria.

Increasing exercise, shearing so
there is not complete regrowth of the
fleece before cold weather and de-
creasing pasture time as well as con-
centrate and hay consumption can
help your lama become trim and fit.

Healthy lamas make happy lamas;
happy lamas are healthier.
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Just
testing!

At the Tocal seminar,
Chris Tuckwell discussed
trace elements and other
supplements. Here he
expands on the theme.

Chris Tuckwell is the livestock
officer, developing industries,
with the South Australian De-
partment of Agriculture. He can
be contacted at Box1671,
Adelaide, SA 5001.

se of the data collection

sheets accompanying

this article will help

collect and collate in-

formation relating to
blood trace element levels and inter-
nal parasite populations of alpacas
and llamas in Australia.

If you would like to contribute to the
data, please use the sample forms
and copy them as needed.

A standard approach to data collec-
tion ensures all information collected
is compared without any known or
unknown bias.

Ideally, I suggest that if you can
help with this project you identify 10
animals with a mixture of sex and
age (if you have less than this
number, sample all animals) and
blood and faecal sample them four
times a year.

Ideal sample times are mid summer
(February), just after the break of the
season (April/May), mid winter (July)
and mid spring (September/October).
Many laboratories offer blood serum
trace element profiles and faecal egg
count monitoring for herds/flocks at
a discount rate. You do not have to
test for all the trace elements listed
on the form, but at minimum have
your laboratory undertake
determinations for copper, cobalt, se-
lenium and zinc.

Trace elements

Although some areas of Australia
have some particular soil deficiencies
which affect livestock production, it is
unwise, in my opinion, to assume
your stock automatically need sup-
plements of trace elements to bal-
ance their diet. In fact, some trace
elements are acutely toxic if fed to
excess to livestock so across the
board supplementation is not recom-
mended.

Trace element requirements of
plants and animals are different.
Some plants can survive and produce
well despite apparent deficiencies of
some trace elements. However, stock
health and production of stock which
graze pastures which have deficien-
cies can be markedly affected. Sele-
nium, for example, is taken up by
plants from soil during growth but it
is not essential for healthy plant
growth. So plants may be ‘deficient’ in

selenium and still grow normally
while stock grazing those plants may
suffer from selenium deficiency.

Soil testing

Soil testing for trace elements does
not necessarily indicate the availabil-
ity of a particular mineral for plant
and subsequent animal production.
For example, a soil may be rich in
copper but if levels of molybdenum
are also high the copper is unlikely to
be available to plants. In this in-
stance soil applications of copper are
unlikely to improve the availability of
copper to plants and hence grazing
livestock.

My advice is that the first form of
testing should be pasture analysis.
This will determine whether plants
are low in any of the minerals re-
quired by livestock. If there is a prob-
lem, then look at the soil and
determine whether the best course of
action is to apply minerals to the soil,
the pasture as foliar sprays or to sup-
plement the animals directly.

Pastures are more likely to be defi-
cient during periods of rapid growth
- after opening rains in autumn and
during the spring flush. During the
dry season pastures are less likely to
be deficient in minerals and trace el-
ements as most minerals accumulate
in plants as they age.

Caicium

The most widespread mineral defi-
ciency in Australian livestock is cal-
cium deficiency. This is often
experienced during summer and au-
tumn when stock are fed cereal grain
supplements.

All cereal grains are low in calcium
and prolonged feeding (more than 4-
6 weeks) can result in an induced cal-
cium deficiency.

This can be prevented by feeding
stock lime. The cheapest way to feed
stock lime is to mix stock lime and
stock salt (60:40) in a drum and put
the drum near a watering point so
that the stock can get easy access to
it. The salt attracts the stock to eat
the mixture containing the unpalat-
able stock lime. If they eat it too rap-
idly add more stock lime. If they do
not eat it at all add more salt. Re-
member, not all alpacas will lick the
mixture.
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Legumes

Although there is some limited in-
formation from an iodine deficient
area describing how legume grain
feeding of male goats before joining
can affect the sex of offspring, in my
experience this is an extremely rare
occurrence rather than the norm.

My suggestion is that where grain
supplementation is required, a mix of
25% legume grain with 75% cereal
grain is the ideal feed mix.

Remember: introduce stock to grain
slowly, about 14-21 days to reach the
total feeding level.

General

Be cautious of those who would take
advantage of owners of high volume
stock and encourage the use of high
value supplements to “give you peace
of mind”, reduce disease risks etc.
Often those supplements are not nec-
essary and although they don’t harm
the animals. they can severely harm
the “hip pocket nerve” with little or
no benefit for the stock.

This includes trace element supple-
ments, high energy protein stock pel-
lets, molasses and expensive hays. It
is a bit like giving health children a
regular multivitamin capsule - just to
be sure.

The nutrition needs of most alpacas
should be relatively easily supplied
from base pastures with good hay
and some cheap cereal grains. You
may cause more problems by being
too kind and over feeding the stock.

Look at your animals for signs of
problems, test your pastures and
them maybe test your soil.

Finally, we do not know what the
trace elements status of alpacas in
Australia is. The survey mentioned
at the start of this article will at-
tempt to provide data from which we
can give you better advice.

Internal parasites

The information requested on inter-
nal parasites requests egg count data
for common ruminant parasites of
Australian livestock.

It also asks for a faecal egg count
from the Strongyloides species (in
particular Strongyloides westeri)
which is not common to Australian
ruminants. The common name for
this parasite is the intestinal thread
worm and its primary hosts are
horses. This worm can be passed, in
larval stages, through the milk to
sucking young.

Although the primary host is horse,
American information indicates that
llamas and alpacas can be infested
with this parasite and there is evi-
dence that similar infections have
occurred in Australia.

Symptoms of infection seen in Aus-
tralian cria include a yellowy/orange
scour that is symptomatic of bacterial
infection which has been difficult to
cure. Drenching with Ivomec will
cure the problem.

If you cannot get your laboratory to
check for all the species indicated on
the collection form, supply data as
reported by the laboratory. Other
base property data is essential to all
for correct interpretation.

Property name:

Laboratory used for analysis:

Contact:

Laboratory report number:

Date sampled:

Please include a copy of your laboratory report if available

Animal| Drenching Parasite egg numbers
ID history Strongyloides | Ostertagia | Haemonchus | Trichostrongylus | Trichuris | Nematodirus | Fasciola hepatica | Other Other
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Alpaca trace element assay and faecal parasite egg count records.

Property name: Address:

Contact:

Phone number: Average annual rainfall:

Animal| Age | Sex| Health status Base pasture conditions | Soil type Other

ID no. | (Yrs) Last 3 months (species, lush/dry/availability etc) | (type, acidity, fertiliser use, etc) | comments

Property name: Laboratory used for analysis:
Contact: Laboratory Report Number:

Date sampled Please include a copy of your laboratory report if available
Animal| Trace element Ca P Se | Cu Co Zn Mg Mn || Na VitB1| VitE
ID supplements (last 3 mths)

(type, quantity, etc)

Ca: calcium; P: phosphorus; Se: selenium; Cu: copper; Co: cobalt; Zn: zinc; Mg: magnesium; |: iodine; Na: sodium; Vit B1:vitamin B1 or thiamine; Vit E: Vitamin E.
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AAA Notes

from Dianne Condon

Dianne Condon is secretary of
the Australian Alpaca Associa-
tion and runs Shanbrooke
Alpaca Stud at Yarra Glen, Victo-
ria.

Showing

A sub-committee has been formed
to set out guidelines and policies for
show judging of alpacas.

The committee consists of Kelvin
Maude, Dianne Condon, Allan Jinks,
Roger Haldane and Karen Caldwell.
They will look at running a judge’s
school for potential judges and set out
guidelines on what to look for in ani-
mals.

AGM

At the annual general meeting held
on August 9, our new committee was
elected.

There are two new committee mem-
bers: Keith Barnett from South Aus-
tralia and Sandi Walter-Keane from
Victoria. We hope that with their
new ideas and enthusiasm they will
contribute a great deal to the commit-
tee.

The president, Alan Hamilton,said
that projects to look at over the com-
ing year included:

¢ development of a regional branch
system;

* staging of a major alpaca show;

* setting up of a judge’s school; and

* continued education through
seminars and field days.

It was decided that at least one and
possibly more general meetings are
to be held throughout the year at
various locations. The committee
will decide when and where and
members will be notified by mail or
through the magazine.

Fibre and dlpaca research

The AGM felt we should put our ef-
forts into more research on both fibre
and animals. The committee will del-
egate authority to a sub-committee to
report back with a recommendation
for an appropriate formula, including
budget, for funding further research
into the alpaca industry.

Tocal seminar
The alpaca seminar at Tocal Col-

animails.

University of New England
Armidale, NSW 2351

It’s a video you’ll play again and again.

To order, send a cheque for $39.95 + $5 postage
and packaging (total of $44.95) made out
to Australian Alpaca Association Inc. to:

Australian Alpaca Association Inc.
Australian Business Research Institute

ALPACAS IN YOUR LIVINGROOM

‘An Introduction to Alpacas’ is an
Australian-produced video which
provides an attractive and concise
overview of the history, management
and pleasures of these delightful

AN INTRODUCTION 1
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lege, NSW, was a huge success with
230 people attending.

The two-day seminar had overseas
and local speakers whose lectures
were of great interest.

Practical demonstration of foot par-
ing, show preparation and halter
training were all part of the outside
activities. A veterinary session at-
tracted a large audience.

Proceedings from this session,
where Dr Karen Baum and Eric
Sharpnack spoke, can be obtained
from the secretary Dianne Condon,
PO Box 202C, Melbourne 3001. Price
is $35 plus $3 postage.

WA Seminar

The Australian Alpaca Association’s
Western Australian branch seminar,
held in July, was hailed as a great
success.

The event, attended by about 90
people, was opened by Kim Chance,
a member of parliament representing
the Minister for Agriculture, and fea-
tured as guest speakers Karen Baum
from the United States and Roger
Haldane and Cherie Bridges.

A fashion parade featuring wool and
fabric garments from Peru, the east-
ern states and Western Australia
was wonderfully received.

Alpaca garments starred in the WA seminar’s fashion parade.

Karen Baum led two segments cov-
ering neo-natal care, problem breed-
ing and nutrition; Roger Haldane
gave practical demonstrations of
many aspects of alpaca handling and
husbandry and spoke about animal
selection; Cherie Bridges covered pro-
motion, marketing, the future and
alpaca excitement.

People at the seminar included al-
paca owners and those interested in

owning them in the future, repre-
sentatives from the fashion industry,
vets, veterinary students and tutors,
and pathology laboratory workers.

The branch also organised spinning
demonstrations throughout the day
and wools, garments, books and asso-
ciation promotional material were
available for sale.

The day ended with a dinner and
open forum.

large contingent of

owners, breeders and

enthusiasts were at

the Melbourne Sheep

and Wool show in July
to watch the alpaca judging.

A crowd of 250 watched as the en-
trants in each section were carefully
examined by the judge Kelvin
Maude, who has wide experience in
herd management in both New Zea-
land and Victoria.

After the age sections were judged
and the championships began, the
crowd’s attention became more in-
tense as they exchanged opinions on
which animals would win.

~ Among exhibitors were two rela-
tive newcomers to the industry,
Kael Francis and Michael Pulo, who
exhibited their one and only alpaca,
a male, Top Gun, for the first time.

Alpacas on show

Kael and Michael began looking for
an alpaca to buy after reading an ar-
ticle about the animals last Novem-
ber. After visiting a number of studs
they found what they instinctively
felt to be the right one.

Months of preparation later they
had headed for the Melbourne sheep
show, hoping their decision had been
Jjustified.

Kelvin backed their judgement
when he awarded Top Gun the grand

championship. As he sashed the

champion, Kael and Michael were
congratulated from all quarters.

As I said in last issue’s report on the
Royal Easter Show in Sydney, exhib-
iting your animals takes time and
great effort. The exposure gained
from such events as these is what
brings people such as Kael and
Michael into the alpaca fold.

We need owners and breeders to
continue to exhibit their animals to
increase awareness of the breed and
to consolidate the industry.

Public awareness of the alpaca is
an important priority and, judging
by the response at the sheep show,
we are heading in the right direc-

tion.
- Wendy Hill

The Winners

Junior champion, 6-12 months:
Narwamren Boy

Reserve: Shanbrooke Caramello

Champion male over 1 year:
Top Gun

Reserve: Pucara Spiros

Champion female over 1 year:
Shanbrooke Anzac

Reserve: Pucara Roxy

Grand Champion: Top Gun

Alpacas Australia

Spring 1992

PAGE 37




Coming Events
EV E RY October 3 Workshop

South Australian alpaca workshop for new breeders. Shearing
P I CT U R E demonstration and husbandry discussion. Chris Tuckwell will
give advice on nutrition. Barbecue lunch. Contact: Trudi

SELLs A NS show
STORY

Display of alpacas at Shepparton, Victoria, show.
The secret to superb

October 11 Open day
animal portraits lies in

Open day and alpaca workshop, South Australia. Shearing by
Kelvin Maude and ultra scanning by a local vet. Contact: Lyn

long experience, great

patience and a

Shepherd (085) 24 6150. , )

October 11 - . OpenDav
thorough knowledge
of your subject.

Open day at Cedar House Alpacas. Demonstrations of hus- |
bandry and grooming. It is the stud's shearing day as we!i
‘C;on?act Wendy Bill :ngton phone/fax (02) 656 1. '

Ken Irwin has many
years experience
photographing
livestock.

No photographer in
Australia has had
greater experience
among alpacas. Ken'’s
work is published
around the world.

When you want
photographs to tell the
full story contact:

Ken Irwin

Photographer
(03) 866 4396
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Phone Laurie & Sandra

(054) 27-0500 Harrison
3 Chain Rd,
Fax Cobaw

(054) 27-0685 Victoria 3442

* RUFUS YOUNGBLOOD *
SERVICE FEE $1000

RUFUS YOUNGBLOOD
has now established himself as a
sire of the future. At the 1992 Royal Easter Show
(Sydney) his first female Cria won her class
(i.e female 6-12 months).

\\THE WORLD’S FINEST LIVESTOCK INVESTMENT /

s




AUSTRALIAN SELLING AGENTS FOR:
ALPACAS INTERNATIONAL and
AUSTRALIAN ALPACA PTY. LTD.

jop quality herdsires U.S. and Aust. owned
standing at stud, White, Black, Light Fawn,
Medium Fawn, Silver Grey, Rose Grey

3op selling lot ‘Coliban Valley Tabatha’ at Dalgety’s

‘Alpaca Classic’ Auction 1991.

Wew herd of white and light fawn Suri Alpacas arriving in Australia October 1992.

TOP: Coliban Valley Matilda
A fine example of Umberto’s progeny.

ABOVE: Coliban Valley Umberto.

COLIBAN VALLEY ALPACA STUD

RMB 4820 BACK GLENLYON RD.,
GLENLYON VIC 3461

PH: (053) 48 7744 FAX: (053) 48 7754




