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A selection of pregnant females and weanlings for sale.
Sales and agistment. Stud services and mobile mating.
Government approved health status.

“Prospect” 2.8k South of Kyneton an easy hours
drive from Melbourne.

Christine and Peter Nicolas
PHONE 054 22 6540 FAX 054 22 6544
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F rom Cria to Criation was the title of
our highly successful industry sem-
inar held at the Deakin University
Campuis, Geelong in July. From the
opening session by Dr Walter Bravo,
on female alpaca reproduction, to the
outstanding fashion parade organised
by Philippa Ernst, and the open forum
that wound up proceedings, attendees
were kept busy with a host of presenta-
tions and activities.

The organisation by our commit-
tee, led by Roger Haldane, coupled
with our AAA office’s attention to
detail and the team led by Noreen
Nicholson at Deakin, led to a
smoothly run seminar.

One of the highlights, in my per-
sonal view, was the presentation to me
by the Fibre Research and
Development Sub-committee of the
original, framed Australian Alpaca
Mark. The AAA acknowledges, with
gratitude, designer Philippa Ernsts
assignment of copyright on the Mark
to the Association.

Of the two hundred and seventy-
plus members at the seminar, 70 to 80
per cent were first-timers. The chal-
lenge is there for the future to attract
a higher percentage of attendees who
have previously participated in our
seminars.

The seminar ended our active year
and our Annual General Meeting at
the Moonee Valley Race Course was
held on August 27. Elections of office
bearers are part of the AGM and there
was concern that only four women
were candidates. Considering the
amount of work done both for the
Association and within the industry as
a whole by women, it is hoped that
there will be many more female can-
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didates next year. Congratulations
and welcome aboard to all successful
candidates.

The Association has decided to
widen the distribution of Alpacas
Australia. This and the next three
issues will be in magazine stands of
selected newsagencies. If you are read-
ing our magazine for the first time, I
hope you are enjoying learning about
alpacas.

I ' would like to take this opportuni-
ty of thanking a number of people
without whose work and assistance,
our magazine would never see the
light of day. They are: Janie Hicks and
Wendy Hill, who make up the edito-
rial sub-committee with assistance of
others from time to time; the AAA
staff of Jenny Jones, Joanne Rothque
and Sandra Wright; our editor, Carol
Hosking who tries to keep us all meet-
ing deadlines; and Joy Vellios who
makes sure that the advertisements are
in place.

As we enter a ‘new year’ in the his-
tory of the Australian Alpaca Assoc-
iation, may I wish all members peace;
prosperity and many healthy cria.
Gray Morgan
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by Michael Stringer

A talk with a man who

believes alpacas are their

own best marketz'ng tool,

mery Angles, Managing Director

of Suave International, is a softly
spoken gentleman of marure years,
who has a twinkle in his eye and a
wealth of experience and knowledge
on the fickle fashion industry, that
comes from nearly half a century in
the business.

He was born in Budapest, Hungary
and came to Australia as a young man,
in 1949. He began working in a knit-
ting mill and in a short time became a

ASHION
acad

an interview with

Emery Angles

partner in that mill. He learnt as
much as he could about knitting pro-
duction methods, about marketing
and the fashion business. In 1960 he
began Suave. His goal was to provide
high quality fashion garments for men
at a time when Australian fashion was
very basic and elementary in both
design and quality. Today Emery has
several labels. Suave International is
the mainstream mens wear. Dunvegan
Skye features a range of garments man-

-

BENLEIGH
ALPACA STUD

| Geelong, Victoria

A Agistment for investors
A Support for new owners

A Breeders of blue ribbon stock

4 Owners of two supreme champions
A Top quality Alpacas in a variety of colours for sale

A Pregnancy diagnosed by ultrasound and certificate supplied

FOR AN APPOINTMENT CONTACT
ALLAN AND CAROLYN JINKS

TEL: (052) 502 737 FAX: (052) 503 447

Benleigh has the experience
m&,a&'{efa‘wé&m
and aninal busbandrey
can offer!
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If you want
to buy Alpacas

there’s something

youl should know

Not all Alpacas are the same.

It sounds obvious but it’s sometimes forgot’cen. Like
any breeding inclustry there is a large diversi’cy
between the quality of different Alpacas. So if
you're buying you want to be sure your animals are

going to be of the best qua,lity.
How do you do that?

A good place to start is to talk to us at Coolaroo
Alpaca Stud. We've been Lreeding Alpaca.s for seven
years and in that time we've achieved some
impressive results. For example, Coolaroo stock has
won championship prizes, twice supreme each year
at the Sydney Royal Show since Alpacas have been
judge(l there. In addition we've taken out a host of

other Supreme Champions}lips in shows such as
Castle Hiﬂ, Moss Vale, Berry and Newcastle.

On top of that we've set Australian reco\r«l prices at
auction for stud males, pregnant females and

unjoined females. Evidently we're not the only ones

who believe Coolaroo stock are of the highest
quality.

Whether you're interested in l)uying or ﬁnding out
more about Alpacas call us or fill out the coupon
below and we’ll send you a free information kit.
You'll soon see Why it's true that not all Alpacas are

the same.

The Coolaroo Alpaca Stud

Janie Hicks Ph: 02 398 1364 or Fax: 02 398 6888 or
Philip and Judith Street Ph: 048 785 118 Fax: 048 785 233

High Range, Mittagong 2575 NSW



ufactured from rare fibres. Members
Only is for the younger market; and
the newest, Abpaca Doro promotes
fashion products made from alpaca for
both men and women. I asked him
about the extensive range of alpaca
garments in his showroom. A smile
came across his face and his eyes twin-
kled a little more; he is proud of what
must be the largest wholesale range of
alpaca garments in Australia, They
range from kaits to beautiful jackets.

Suave has a wide export market and
Emery is often abroad on business. It
was on one of these trips, seven years
ago, that Emery was asked by a
Japanese buyer, “Why don't you
Australians produce alpaca?’ They dis-
cussed the properties and quality of
alpaca and this prompted Emery to
make alpaca a significant part of his
scene: to learn about it and to pro-
mote the outstanding features of
alpaca to Australians and the world
markets.

Leaning forward in his seat to
emphasise, Emery told me, Alpaca is a
wonderful fibre with properties that
no other fibre has and I think thar it
represents really good value for
money’.

He feels that alpaca could penetrate
over 30% of the fashion marker.

“The top 5% can both afford it and
look for the quality. The next 25%
will require efficient production
methods and the economies of scale to
keep the price at an equitable level.’

He strongly believes that we must
promote the qualities of alpaca to the
public at large. Most don’t know what
alpaca is and, in particular, they don’t
know the qualities of the fibre,

Without doubt he feels the most
important thing about alpaca is its
weightlessness, followed by its won-
derful thermal properties.

Tt can provide wonderful insula-
tion without having two kilograms on
vour back.’

In the Australian climate a fabric
that is weightless is suitable for all sea-

sons. It keeps you warm in winter,
preventing your warmth from gerting
out and cool in summer by preventing
the heat from getting in.

The biggest markets for alpaca are
the USA, Japan and continental
Europe. In Europe there is a strong
revival, particularly in Germany,
France and Italy, all of whom are very
fashion conscious.

“The United States is a huge market
but very fickle and there is no sub-
stantial marketing program to pro-

mote alpaca garments within its fash-
ion industry,” Emery commented.
“What the Americans need is a similar
exposure to that which occurred 25
years ago when Arnold Palmer wore
alpaca cardigans playing golf”
According to Angles, Japan is a very
quality market. The
Japanese understand the major bene-
fits of alpaca, but, they are also very
conscious of the fashion capitals of the
world: Rome, Paris and New York. If
these fashion centres get a feel for

conscious

|

The Top Class Stud with an
Enviable Reputation

CONSISTENT MELBOURNE ROYAL WINNERS
FEMALES SOLD MATED TO CHAMPIONS
QUALITY MATING SERVICE

MODEL HUSBANDRY — EXCELLENT PASTURE

Irene & Ken Allston, Launching Place, Yarra Valley, Victorvin.
Telephone: (059) 67 3338 Facsimile: (059) 67 3634
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alpaca or any fabric, then this has an
overnight effect on the Japanese and
world demand for alpaca.

“To establish a viable Australian
Alpaca fibre industry then the
economies of scale must come into the
equation,” he said.

“We must establish what is the min-
imum and determine the capital, the
infrastructure and marketing support
required. There is tremendous scope
for the Australian alpaca industry. We
must realise that to support the mar-
ket demand, we will have to import
finished product from overseas for

The casual elegance of alpaca provides
style in all settings.

many years to come. We dont have
the technology or the equipment, at
present, to do the full range of fashion
garments en mass. With the Aust-
ralian alpaca herd being only about
0.4% the size of the herd in Peru, we
have a long way to go.’

“The future of the Australian alpaca
industry depends on its ability to pro-
duce fleece, which in turn makes the
development and investment in the
infrastructure to support a viable com-
mercial proposition a very important
element,” Emery said.

‘Australia needs to establish an
industry base of at least 20 times as
many animals as we have at present,’
he continued. “This task will not be
completed overnight.’

Emery Angles believes that, while
we are developing the animal base of
the industry, we should, concurrently,
be developing a market awareness pro-
gram for alpaca: letting the buying
public know what alpaca is. We
should be promoting the outstanding
and unique features and benefits of
alpaca: its weightless, thermal, non-
pilling and long-wearing properties.
We must promote to the fashion
industry and to the retailers, who are
not well informed about alpaca. Point

. el
cosily warm and feels great
next to your skin.

Alpaca is

St

of sale promotions are a major way to
get to the end user, the retail market.

Angles feels the animals themselves
are most appealing and very con-
ducive to fashion promotions. They
also represent the source of the fibre.
The sheep industry uses a flock of
sheep as a fashion promotion. The
alpaca industry, he believes, should
use the attractive photographs of
groups of alpacas in country settings.

Emery Angles’ parting comment
was, ‘Mike, I really believe in alpaca. It
is so unique we must all do everything
we can to promote it to the Australian
and international fashion industries
and to the buying public.’

Emily meets Milo

Every once in a while, something
significant and special will hap-
pen, that will make you re-evaluate
your being. This happened in March
to a group of us at ‘Farm World’ field
days in Warragul, Victoria.

We were as busy as ants in a pot of
honey, cajoling one and all to apprec-
iate the benefits of alpaca. That was,
until Emily met Milo.

Emily Galbraith, just nine years
old, was diagnosed with leukaemia in
November 1994. Emily and her par-
ents (members of the AAA) had come
to see the alpacas at one of Australia’s
biggest agricultural field days.

n ALPACAS SPRING 1995

When a very frail Emily set eyes on
bottle-fed Milo, the communion was
magnetic. Young Milo, the alpaca, had
lost mum when she was one month
old. She was immediatly charmed by
Emily’s tender approach and softly
hummed a snugly ‘Hello’. By now,
wed forgotten promotional banter
and huddled around snapping photos
and encouraging the occasion.

After a bottle feed, Milo was off for
a stroll with Emily. As they disap-
peared on an adventure together, there
was some serious contemplation going
on behind the moist eyes around me;
including my own.

VILLE U5% a4 38

It was wonderful to hear from Bill
and Mary Galbraith that, in early
August and only half way through her
two-year treatment, Emily is progress-
ing nicely.

From all people alpaca, to Emily
and her mum and dad, we wish you a
healthy and rosy future. [Alan Cousill]



PERUVIA
Representing extreme density and fineness.
Outstanding lustre and crimp. True to type.

STANDING AT STUD
Superior stud sire
Purrumbete El-Dorado

OUR LATEST EDITION
Purrumbete “Portia”

*Limited number of specially selected Peruvian alpacas for sale
in Australia now - agents for Hamilton/Bridges

RON & DIANNE CONDON - TEL: (03) 730 1399
FAX: (03) 730 1031 MOBILE: 015 547 630




Australian Alpaca Blend Mark
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Australian Alpaca
Mark launched

We will soon see products carrying a distinctive logo that will give
the public two important pieces of information: the products
are high quality and they are made from Australian alpaca.

AAA members who attended the Industry Seminar at Deakin
University in Geelong participated in an exciting and historic event —
the launch of the Association’s Australian Alpaca Mark.

This is another significant step for our new Australian fibre industry
that is developing more quickly than anyone could have imagined when
the Australian Alpaca Association was formed just five years ago.

The alpaca industry has never lost sight of its ultimate goals: to pro-
duce high quality alpaca fibre; to have it processed in Australia; and to
sell its products both locally and overseas. The Alpaca Mark will signi-
fy Australian fibre made into Australian product. Its use will be con-
trolled by license and will appear only on goods of a standard high
enough to enhance the reputation of Australian alpaca fibre.

The Associations Fibre Research and Development Committee
began the process of development by setting down some ideas and
directions.

Enter Philippa Ernst, a member of that committee, whose repurtation
for creativity was about to be put to the test. Fibre being central to the
theme of the mark, Philippa plucked a staple from a friendly alpaca and
sharpened her pencil. The result was a sketch of a natural staple with a
slightly weathered tip at one end and feathering at the other. This image
now forms an integral part of the Mark. Further development of the
sketch and accompanying design work now commenced, involving
faxes, phone calls, comments, opinions and a great many trips to and
from a long-suffering artist. The first draft appeared in time for the fol-
lowing Fibre Committee meeting,

The man with a penchant for colouring in, Roger Haldane, brought
out his crayons. There was a great deal of photocopying, cutting and
pasting; more discussion; more cutting and pasting and uch more
thoughtful consideration. Finally the Mark, complete with colour
scheme, was completed to the Committee’s satisfaction. Proudly, it was
presented to the National Committee for endorsement. Then, off to the
final process — the professional drawing of the Australian Alpaca
Mark.

On Sunday afternoon, July 8 1995, the Association launched the
Mark. Those assembled toasted the occasion with champagne, listened
to Chris Williams® official launching speech and saw a jubilant Gray
Morgan receive a framed, full colour representation of the Mark in its
three versions.

Over time, the Australian Alpaca Mark will become a symbol of
quality, promoting the Australian industry.



WHAT A WEEKEND!

\ >< Jhere to start? Probably by say-

ing to those who didn’t attend
— EAT YOUR HEART OUT! This
was a great 1995 Industry Seminar,
‘From Cria to Criation’.

The organisers of the Seminar are
to be highly congratulated on a very
well run seminar.

The choice of speakers was excel-
lent and a broad range of topics was
covered. Those who attended took
home a very smartly bound presenta-
tion of all the speakers’ notes.

Happily, the AAA has printed a
number of extra copies of these at the
riduculously low price of $22.00. And
although it won't be quite as good as
actually hearing the material deliv-

ered, there’s a mine of very useful

Alpacas

Five Star Alpaca agistment

Superior stock for sale.

“Simply the best.”

s e i

A touch of heaven in the Yarra Valley

Amberdale

Skye Road, Coldstream, Victoria 3770

Purrambete Lucky Strike at stud. Outstanding
white male — sire of champions including
Amberdale My Girl (pictured)

Junior Champion Female 1st National Show

from the centre of Melbourne.

Jenny and Gray Morgan (059) 62 5352 Fax (059) 62 5352

information waiting within its pages
Next issue, we'll reprint the notes of
Bruce McGregor, Senior Animal
Scientist, Victorian Department of
Agriculture. An extraordinarily infor-
mative piece, it is indicative of the
standard of material delivered at the
seminar.

But you won’t want to miss:

Dr Walter Bravo: male and female

alpaca reproduction;

Dianne Condon: preparing animals

for showing;

Wayne Jenkins: photographing

alpacas;

Leter Hlingworth: tax matters;

lan Knox: learning from the past;

Dr Ewan McMillan: on current

trends in alpaca medicine;

available only 55km
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Robert Weatherall: alpaca, its mar-

kets and uses.

But is wasnt all hard work. The
Saturday dinner dance was a sumptu-
ous affair — delicious food and wine.
Entertainment was provided by the
Paradiddle Bush Band who persuaded
those of us who hadn’t left the dance
floor quickly enough, to participate in
a round of bush dancing. This was fun
but extremely energetic. Walter Bravo
had obviously chased enough alpacas
around various paddocks to enable
him to throw himself wholcheartedly
into this weird Australian dance. He
seemed to enjoy it. On the other
hand, he may have considered the
exercise valuable research into the
oddities of alpaca people in Australia.

Sunday at 1.30 saw us in the foyer
of Theatre LT1 to witness the launch
of the Australian Alpaca Mark.
Champagne flowed (thank you to
Wilburtins Insurance) and we saw the
Mark for the first time.

Then, into the lecture hall for an
insight into the rag trade and some
fascinating Melbourne history from
Peter Waddell a director of Dominex
Pty Ltd, a long-established Melbourne
fashion house.

And so, to the fashion parade. This
was a fabulous sound and movement
show that combined the percussion
and agility of South American music
and dance with a dazzling parade of
superb women’s, men’s and children’s
fashions.

The work of many people went
into producing the parade and the
AAA wishes to say thank you to all.

m ALPACAS SPRING 1995

Special mention needs to be

made of the creativity of

Philippa Ernst, and hard

work of Trina Pollack, Nikki

Forest, Andy Trevaris, Amy

and Thea Haldane. Haldane

and Pucara Alpaca Studs also
provided special help. For
the fabulous fashions, many
thanks to: Giglio, Daimaru,

Tumi Knits, Penny Black,

Karen Pirie, Capalba Park,

Alpaca D’Oro, Studio Italia,

Weiss Pringle, Haldane

Alpaca, Naturally Alpaca,

Pucara Alpaca Stud, Suave

International, Corichancha

Alpaca Stud and Australian

Alpaca Centre.

The final hour of the sem-
inar was devoted to an open
forum with all the guest
speakers taking questions
from the audience.

Questions ranged over a
wide range of topics.
Answers were full and infor-
mative. In one case, some
very surprising information
emerged.

Question: Is there any rela-
tionship between the
feeding you give an alpaca
and its ability to conceive
boys or girls?

W. Bravo: 1 don’t think there
is a relationship between
the amount of feeding or
the feeding available on
the sexual  outcome.
Anyway, in a random
sample, 50% would be
female and 50% would be
males.

A. Jinks: Another interesting
thing, I have toast and
marmalade for breakfast
in the morning and I've
had two females and one
male.

Question: Were they children
or alpacas?



he American Alpaca Owners and
Breeders Association’s Annual
Conference was held at the Holiday
Inn, Estes Park, Colorado from June 7
to 11. The title of the conference was
‘Creating Your Alpaca Future’ with
four topics covered by the sessions:
Healch and Management; Breeding
and Birthing; Marketing; and Fibre.
Speakers included very experienced
veterinarians such as Dr Murray
Fowler, Dr Gregg Adams, Dr David
Pugh and Dr Robert Pollard (who are
all university professors or active prac-
titioners). There were also a number
of full-time breeders with a wealth of
alpaca experience.
The conference lectures were versa-
tile and met the needs of new breed-
ers, yet-to-be-breeders and experi-

enced breeders. All lectures were
timetabled twice over the three days
and there were often four or five that
ran concurrently. The lecture rooms
were small and invited good discus-
sions between audience and speakers.

An excellent service was provided
by ‘Consult Corner’. Guest speakers
were timetabled to discuss any prob-
lems or answer questions in a small,
intimate area that invited, friendly,
non-confronting conversation.

There were also breeder panels, the
members of which (all experienced
breeders) discussed various issues,
including how they tackled them, for
example, choosing stud males,
birthing and neonate care.

There were pre-conference clinics
clinics covering one and a half days for

which participants registered separate-
ly. These wete titled ‘Innovative Fibre
Marketing’, ‘Genetics: From Buying
to Breeding’ and ‘Conformation,
Form and Function’. The keynote
speaker was Julie Koenig, Ph.D, who
covered genetics in regard to colour,
fibre and breeding objectives (topics
close to Australian breeders’ hearts).
After the Conference a Post
Conference Show Clinic was held
along with a one-day Veterinary
Seminary. In all, the Conference and
associated activities went for five days.
Not far away, and running concur-
rently with the Conference was the
Estes Park Wool Market where alpacas
had a huge marquee. It has built up a
feputation as a great venue for pu-
chasing and showing. Breeders were

WEANLINGS FOR SALE

JOLIMONT BUSTER, BLACK

PETER &

a}f * CERTIFIED BREEDING MALE

* HARVEY'S SUPERFINE FLEECE,
CONFORMATION AND TEMPERAMENT HELP
TO PRODUCE QUALITY CRIAS

* TOP QUALITY PREGNANT FEMALES AND

* GOVERNMENT APPROVED HEALTH STATUS
* SHORTLY TO BE STANDING AT STUD

* NORMANDY ALPACAS, BENALLA, VICTORIA

MARIEA CHAMPION DE CRESPIGHY
PHONE: (057} 623661 FAX: (057) 62 5760
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there for four or five days, selling alpacas by private treaty.
All the breeders' stands were beautifully presented (the
alpacas were even fully washed as they arrived at the show!).
Generally, one stud partner attended conference seminars
while the other staffed the booth.

Judging was held on the third day. It had huacaya and
suri classes and included children’s agility classes. There are
no championships; placings only are given.

The AOBA also had a marquee set up for hands-on, how-
to activities such as toenail clipping, shearing, haltering, etc.

After gruelling days attending seminar sessions, delegates
were entertained in style. The Australians had to loosen their

belts before returning home!

As if a stylish, yet simple lunch on the first day wasn’t suf-
ficient, the following day we enjoyed a Fiber Fantasies
Fashion Show Luncheon complete with handmade choco-
late alpacas.

That evening we took part in the gambling activities at
Madame A’s Wild West Saloon. Tables were hired from a

A

Denver gambling casino and studs sponsored each table and ar: ZZZ '
supplied a croupier. Alan Cousill was last seen carrying an Holiday
enormous bundle of winning chips. Unfortunately we could Inn was
not cash our chips back in — we could only use them to buy set aside
. . » Jor the
raffle tickets. What a way to raise money for alpaca research! display of
On Friday evening the AOBA Annual General Meeting zzlp):zm

was held over dinner in the dining room of the absolutely products.

Standing at stud.

4 World class ‘Night Moves’
blue black.

¢ World class ‘Beastmaster’
medium fawn.

4 Quality pregnant females
and weanlings available for sale.

¢ New breeders and investors
most welcome.

¢ Boarding and total
management available.

Jz Queensland

Rldge Road, The Summit, Stanthorpe
PHONE: Margaret 07 359 9989 or Stud 076 83 9354 '
AH. 07 266 8262
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Lart of the Australian
contingent at the

AOBA Gala Banguet
(from lefi): Ron Hales,
Helen Fritsch, Julie Bird,
Christine Roffey and
Pauline Nugent.

magnificent, recently restored, Stanley Hotel in Estes Park. No words could
describe the incredible view of the Rocky Mountains from the front of the hotel,

The final evening was held at the Holiday Inn. This was the Gala Banquet and
it was planned down to the last detail. Raffle prizes were drawn, sponsors and
workers were thanked and the conference chairpersons, Linda and Fred Walker
were applauded for their super effort.

Poised on the main stage was a huge ice
sculpture of an alpaca and as centrepieces on
each table — 2 hand blown, limited edition,
glass alpaca.

Great fun was had by all, especially the
Australians who continued on into the later
hours line-dancing with Amanda Griffiths of
Chualar Canyon Ranch.,

All'in all 2 momentous conference.

Aussie thanks must go to the lovely Marsha
Hobert who helped us all with our arrange-
ments and to the AOBA members who made
us feel so welcome.

aige and Ashleigh Riley from Shelbory
P Park Alpacas, Arcadia, Sydney, travelled
to the Rocky Mountains to join other kids
from all over the USA in a Paca-Pac Kids
Club four day program.
Although most activities were alpaca
related, there was still plenty of time for
enjoying the local area with rides on the

trainway, hiking, bumper boating, sliding, Aﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁigﬁ;gﬁwg@
mini-golfing and hay-riding.

Each morning the children met at 8.00 am for breakfast and continued with
activities until 10.00 pm each night.

At the Fairgrounds, Paige (11) and Ashleigh (9) handled alpacas from Chualar
Canyon Ranch in the Alpaca Agility Sweepstakes where they had to take their
alpacas over an obstacle course, Ashleigh’s alpaca didn’t want to g0 over a bridge
or jump some small obstacles, and Paige’s little male refused to go backwards. It
was, however, a great experience and one they will not forget in a long time.

Julie Safley did a great job co-ordinating activities and it is hoped that some of
the kids will keep in contact. Already Paige and Ashleigh are asking if they can go
back next year.

HLPACA TECH

* Windows Based (Mac
Version Available
Soon)

* Written specifically
for Alpacas

® Mating, J oining,
Pregnant Test and
Ultrasound Recording

® Sire and Dam
Progeny Reports

® Full Alpaca data
recording

® Full Pedigree Tree

® Vet and Medical
Treatments

* Agistment Records

® Valuation Records

® Monitors Weight
Gain/Loss

* Export to file or
Spreadsheet

* After Sales Support
*® Full Fleece Data

Recording

* Import Scale Weights
® Demo Available

CONTACT IAN OR
ROBERT ON

058 846 625



by Bill Wall
and Ron Cole

From ‘interested in’

to ‘breeders of ...
all with the aid of

a computer
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e are often asked, “Why suris?’

by current alpaca owners and
by those interested in entering the
industry. As a result of this common
enquiry, in this article we trace our
path from initial interest in breeding
alpacas to our present position as
proud owners of suri alpacas.

Our interest in alpacas was sparked
by several articles in Town and
Country Farmer just before Christmas
in 1993. The authors spoke to us
through these articles with good sense
and enthusiasm. Of particular note
was the genuine invitation from
almost all writers (who, from memory,
were breeders at that time) to share
their experiences freely with those of
us who were interested in gathering
more information or who were ready
to enter the industry. After a couple of
phone calls to these breeders (who
proved to be as generous with their
time and advice as their writings had
suggested) we approached the Aust-
ralian Alpaca Association for an infor-
mation pack.

This information was studied with
growing interest. One copy of Alpacas
Australia arrived as an inclusion with
the AAA information and this was a
real eye-opener. The Association had
been in operation for only a short time,
yet this highly professional and infor-
mative quarterly magazine was in pro-
duction. We immediately sent off for
all back copies of Alpacas Australia and
were delighted with the insights they
afforded us.

Amongst the
absorbed with great interest were

many  articles
some few references to the suri type
alpacas. Wool type of the suri was
described as significantly different
from that of the huacaya. It was con-
sidered by most to be even more desir-

y Suris?

able than the huacaya type and most
notably, suris were reported as very
rare in comparison with huacayas.

Several phone calls later, armed
with more generously afforded advice
from breeders, we decided to calculate
some projections for the five year
future and, from chis, determine
whether or not to commit ourselves to
this new industry. This exercise, we
reasoned, would be a five minute job.

Not so! However, it did become
obvious within that short period that
an analysis of likely outcomes from a
breeding program, coupled with a
financial projection, was an exercise of
significant complexity. We realised
that one female bred over five genera-
tions afforded more than four thou-
sand different outcomes of final herd
composition. The computer appeared
to be the tool which would best allow
such complex analysis and our pursuit
of mathematical modelling to deter-
mine outcomes of breeding programs
was begun. Data was collected from
the best sources available to develop
the model.

A model allows inputs (e.g. cost of
service, agistment prices) to be varied.
Thus, many years of practical animal
husbandry and financial management
may be address together over a short
time frame.

Of course, the outcomes from the
model are only as good as the quality
of input information and much effort
went into checking and cross checking
that our inputs derived from the best
advice available.

Thus we came to an analysis of suri
versus huacaya. Before the model was
run, we expected that the suri would
emerge as a better financial proposi-
tion than the huacaya. This proved to
be the case, but we were genuinely and



pleasantly surprised by the magnitude
of the difference. There was no com-
parison. The suri alternative was supe-
tior by a huge margin.

We had already decided thar
alpacas were a real investment propo-
sition, due to their single births, long
gestation period, relative freedom
from disease and the availability of
insurance.

Now we had a way to even further
reduce the investment risk by choos-
ing suris over huacayas. This differ-
ence was due to the great scarcity of
suris; the consequent sale prices; and
the similarity in market value between
female and male suri cria. The result
of analysis was that the decisions to
enter the industry and to be suri
breeders were easily made.

Although suris were rare ar thar
time — only some thirty suris in
Australia in February 1994 — we were
able to identify animals for sale and
were most thankful to be afforded the
Opportunity to pursue our goal.

Over the last eighteen months we
have done much work in the area of
mathematical modelling and have
offered some of our work to the AAA
for the benefit of all breeders,

An example of this is the ‘Coat
Colour Tables™ that tabulate the coat
colour outcomes from all solid colour
crosses in the Australian alpaca herd.
These were produced from the AAA
tegistration database with generous
support from Ken Allston and Carol
Watson. Our genetic work continues
and our suti analyses are being further
developed.

We listened with interest to Chris
Tuckwell’s positive comments on suris
at a recent Queensland field day and
have come to realise that the future for
the suri is even more assured than we
had bargained for. This is due to the
generally agreed thesis that suri cross.
es with huacaya are most likely to
result in suri wool type offspring; to
the increasing difficulty in sourcing

suris from their homeland (Peru
appears to be further restricting suri
exports); to the scarcity of suris in
Australia; and to new markets devel-
oping world wide,

Coloured suris (other than fawn)
are not likely to be available from tra-
ditional overseas sources, Thus, if we
are to have the desired vatiety of suri
wool colours in Australia, we wil] have
to breed our own. There is an oppor-
tunity for innovative and bold breed-
ers to use the current knowledge of

alpaca genetics to develop superior
coloured suris for Australian and
world markets.

We are pleased with our decision to
8o suri’ and have our first crias grow-
ing well. What's more, our girls are
already pregnant again.

*[Ed- It5 likely, by the time our nexr edi-
vion is published that the Coat Colpur
Tables' will be available in bound book-
let form. More information will appear
in December’s Alpacas Australia.]

ANKSIA PARK

ALPACA STyp

BREEDING FOR
EXCELLENCE

PROVEN SIRES
STANDING AT STUD

AGISTMENT WITH
EXPERT ATTENTION

VETERINARIAN
OWNER DR GEORGE
AND JENNY JACKSON

IDEALLY SITUATED
30 MINUTES FROM
PERTH

QUALITY PREGNANT
FEMALES FOR SALE
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assistance
and advice
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by Randall Lieschke

1éss survived a difficult
birth, but the worst

was yet to come.
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ver the past couple of years, I

have followed the story of
Miracle Millie with great interest. The
love and care here owners gave her
must surely have been a big factor in
her surviving so many hardships. I'd
also like to thank Carolyn Jinks for
her advice and help in saving our own
little ‘miracle’, Tess.

On 24 March 1994, Tahlia began
having her first baby. Two little black
legs first appeared at 9 am but, half an
hour later, little progress had been
made. There was no sign of a nose
and, as I felt inside Tahlia, I couldn’
feel a head. I immediately rang the vet
who dropped everything and jumped
into his car. As I got off the phone, my
mother was yelling for me to hurry.

With more contractions, Tahlja
had pushed her baby out further. In
fact, the entire back legs and pelvis
were now out. A quick check showed
the cria was a girl, but she was very
still. T decided to give Tahlia a hand
and pulled the baby the rest of the way
out.

To our horror, the cria was not
breathing. Her eyes were open, but
glassy and there was no response when
I touched them.

I picked her up by the back legs
and fluid began to trickle from her
mouth. I got my mother to hold her
up while I squeezed her chest cavity in
and out. I could hear the air bubbling
in and out and after a couple of min-
utes she suddenly gasped for breath
and revived.

Our vet arrived about 10 minutes
later to find her sitting on the ground
looking fine. He gave her a quick look
over, but the drama was over — or so
we thought.

Over the next couple of hours, Tess
tried and tried to stand up, but her
legs would not co-operate. She could

— the survivor

only manage to stand for a few sec-
onds, and then only on the backs of
her front feet. We also discovered that
Tahlia had no milk for her new baby.

We again called our vet. He gave
Tess an injection of steroids, and one
to Tahlia to bring down her milk.

By 3.30 pm, Tess still could not
propetly stand, but Tahlia now had a
litde milk. We fed Tess with this and
some electrolytes and we saw that she
was gaining strength all the time.

She kept trying to walk but her
front feet kept buckling over. For the
next 24 hours we kept milking Tahlia
and hand feeding Tess.

I decided to splint her front legs
using thick cardboard tubes and tap-
ing her feet to make her walk on her
soles. This enabled her to walk along
slowly. The tape on her splints had to
be readjusted every day as her tendons
stretched.

We kept Tahlia and Tess in a small
paddock beside the house with anoth-

er female and her cria for company.

Tess at one week wearing one of her
cardboard tube casts.



Tess was 4 days old when my moth-
er saw the other female raking at Tess
with her front foot. The cria was nei-
ther strong enough nor quick enough
yet to get out of the way, but she
seemed to be O.K.

The following week, Tess had an
infected navel, but his cleared up fair-
ly quickly with antibiotics. She slowly
grew and became stronger and could
walk well, but she was not very active
and never ran around like a normal
cria.

One day, at the end of April, my
mother found five-week-old Tess lying
on the ground. She could hardly hold
her head up. We put her straight into
the car and rushed her to the ver. X-
rays and blood tests revealed that the
female alpaca had inflicred severe
damage. Tess had received five frac-
tured ribs which had depressed one
side of her rib-cage. There was also an
infection present in her bones.

For the next couple of days she was

critically ill; the infection
nearly killed her. She was
put on a 6-week antibiot-
ic course,

As she didn’t have the
strength to drink from
her mum, we had to milk
Tahlia and hand feed
Tess. As a consequence,
Tahlia’s milk began to
dry up, so we had to sup-
plement it.

As  Tess
improve, she went back

began 1o

on to her mum, but still
was not getting enough
milk. We continued to
bottle feed her with
goats’ milk and then Di-
Vetelact. As soon as Tess had
finished a bottle, she would go straight
to her mum and have a drink as if to
say “This is what it should taste like’.
Tess is now twelve months old and
perfectly healthy. She stll has a

Tess, fit and well at one year.

depressed rib cage and is not as well
grown as she should be, but apart
from that, she is a beautiful little girl.
As she trots over the greet us each
morning and evening, we thank God
that she made it through.

A CONSISTENT SHOW WINNERS

A CAREFULLY SELECTED BREEDING STOCK
4 QUALITY ANIMALS FOR SALE

A AGISTMENT AVAILABLE

A NEW FENCING & MAREMMA Dog

VisiTors WELCOME

CATHY EXON - WONGA PARK

PHONE: (03) 722 1779
Fax: (03) 722 1069
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The Alpaca Co-operative Ltd

----- €00vvesonssscsossnsunnenessonmnas

by Carol Hosking

A report on how the
Co-operative is structured

and how it will operate.
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national organisation based in

Victoria, the Alpaca Co-opera-
tive Limited was officially formed on
8 March this year and is the result of
two years’ investigation by a working
party of both the feasibility and prac-
ticalities of an Australian alpaca fibre
marketing operation.

After consideration of a number of
options, it was decided that a co-
operative was the most appropriate
structure  for the undertaking,
Organisationally, a co-operative was
appealing; it was relatively inexpensive
to establish; and there was no require-
ment for a prospectus to be issued.

The Co-operative is a non-profit,
independent organisation that is per-
mitted, under its rules and regula-
tions, to engage in a wide range of
activities designed to aid the expan-
sion of its operations as a commercial
enterprise.

Any surplus funds will be distrib-
uted among shareholders in the form

of dividends.

The Foundation Board

The Members of Foundation Board of
the Alpaca Co-operative Limited are:

David Muir, President

Executive Director and Co-founder of
the Timbercorp Group of Companies,
he is also Project Manager of five
Coonawarra vineyards and the owner
of a large South Australian alpaca
herd.

Paul White, Secretary

Paul is an accountant, with sixteen
years' experience in export market
development. He is also Secretary of
the Australian Malayasian Business
Council.

Jennifer Cochrane, Member

A physiotherapist by profession,
Jennifer is a past President of the
Private Practitioners Group of the
Australian Physiotherapy Association.
She is also 2 Committee Member of
the Eastern Region of the AAA and an
alpaca breeder.

Alan Hamilton, Member

Alan is a past President of the
Australian Alpacas Association and an
alpaca breeder.

Alex Stevenson, Member
Treasurer of the Australian Alpacas

Association, Alex is a chartered
accountant and an alpaca breeder.

Elections

There is provision to expand the num-
ber of board members, if required.
From the time of the first Annual
General Meeting, directors will be
elected by the members of the Co-
operative for a two-year term on a
rotational basis i.e. two directors will
retire one year and three the next.

The purpose of the Co-
operative

According to the incorporation docu-

ment:
The aim of the Co-operative is to
maximise returns to grower members
and to improve the overall quality of
the Australian Alpaca clip by: receiv-
ing, warehousing, classing, blending,
processing, manufacturing, market-
ing and promoting alpaca fibre,
alpaca fibre products and animals,
and other products as may be
required.



Paul White expects the first Aust-
ralian alpaca products to be marketed
under the Co-operative’s label will
released before the end of this year.

Apart from promotion, product
development and research and devel-
opment, the Co-operative also plans
to obtain products complementary to
maintaining alpacas, including feed
and drenches. These will be available
to members at competitive prices.

Membership

Membership is generally restricted to
members of the Australian Alpaca
Association, although there is provi-
sion for approval of non-AAA mem-
bers by the Directors. This flexibility
has been built into the structure to
allow for membership by those who
may be associated with the alpaca
industry and whose membership may
be deemed as beneficial to the Co-
operative, for example, representatives
of commercial partners.

There is also provision for joint and
corporate membership.

In the case of joint membership,
this could apply to members of the
AAA, who are partners in an alpaca
stud, or to a group of small breeders
who would prefer to hold combined
membership. In this case, the petson
whose name appears first on the mem-
bership application form would exer-
cise voting rights on behalf of the joint
membership. Partners or groups can
decide on who should hold the voting
rights and fill out their application
accordingly.

In the case of corporate member-
ship, the present indication is that
such membership is open to corporate
bodies which are are substantially co-
operative in nature.

The eligibility of a proprietory lim-
ited company for membership of the
Co-operative is presently being con-
sidered by the Registrar of Co-opera-

tives.

Costs of membership and share
purchase

There is 2 $50.00 entrance fee and an
obligation to purchase 2 minimum of
2,000 shares in the co-operative. The
cost of each share is presently $1.00.

No member may hold more than
15% of the total shareholding of the
Co-operative.

Shares may be transferred between
members,

Membership rights

Each member has one vote, irrespec-
tive of the number of shares held.
Members elect the Board and vote on
matters of policy affecting the Co-
operative. There are provisions to
enable members to call meetings of
the organisation for specific purposes.

Current activities

The first task of the Alpaca Co-opera-
tive Limited is to attract members, It

ALPACAS

THE FINEST LIVESTOCK INVESTMENT —
CENTRAL VICTORIAN REGION

5%lnformative5\l);p0 Show
,4

Quaiity Auction Sale
Sunday 22nd OCTOBER 1995
at
Oaklands Junction Stud Stock Complex

* Featuring: USA Judge, Mr Mike Safley
* Parade of Male Champions
* Special Classes: Progency & Breeder Groups
Novice Exhibitor and Junior Handler

-PHONE/FAX: (054) 270375 or
PHONE: (054) 222 440
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is in this way that capital can be raised
to sustain its planned marketing activ-
ities.

Members are invited to sell their
alpaca fibre to the Co-operative. With
a need to accumulate enough fibre to
begin its task of product manufacture,
the Co-op will delay payment to grow-
ers. The present sale terms are outlined
in a standard letter forwarded to each
new member of the Co-operative:

The Co-operative Board afier consid-
erable consultation with its members
has decided to pay growers for their
Sibre on the following basis:
The net sale proceeds will be dis-
tributed to growers according to
the fibres weighted quality either
on a once only basis following the
sale or on a progress payment basis
after deducting processing and sell-
ing costs. The date for any progress
payment is approximately 2 years
Jrom the date of fibre delivery,

This letter also gives information
on various matters, including; alloca-
tion of a grower number (which is also
the number of the issued share certifi-
cate) and details on how and where to
deliver fibre. It also includes a con-
signment note for the first delivery.

The Co-operative is buying full
fleeces and plans to use all grades of
tibre in the products it plans to have
developed and marketed. It is also
planning to install a system of bonus
payments to growers of especially fine
fleeces.

The first fleeces have already been
transported to Cam Galbraith’s Wool
Pty Led at Geelong. Here it is being
classed, blended and stored for pro-
cessing. The fibre is being graded
according to fineness, staple length
and colour.

Longer lengths will go into the
worsted system to be scoured, carded
and combed. It will be spun into fine,
strong yarns ideal for the manufacture
of fine fabric. Shorter length fibre will

go to the woollen spinning process.
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Here the fibre is scoured and carded.
This bulkier yarn is ideal for knitting
wool, blankets and rugs. There are
also well developed plans for using
coarser fibre from legs and bellies.

Business Plan

Mr Bob Coombs of Rural Action has
been awarded the contract to develop
a detailed business plan for the Co-
operative.

The Co-operative office

“The Mills’ is an impressive building
at 200 Arden Street, North
Melbourne and is the location of the
Alpaca Co-operative Ltd. As the oper-
ations of the Co-operative expand,

there are plans to extend the present
working area and use available space
in the building for meetings, tempo-
rary warchousing and display. There is

also a convenient garden area where
there are barbeque facilities and lawn
— ideal for outdoor gatherings.

Secretary, Paul White is responsible
for running the day-to-day business of
the Co-operative. My interview with
him, upon which this article is based,
ran for at least two hours. He is obvi-
ously enthusiastic about his part in
developing the Co-operative and opti-
mistic about its future prospects. AAA
members wanting further information
can contact Paul during business
hours by phone on (03) 9328 2220 or
by fax on (03) 9326 6038.

Alan Hamilton and Robert Pearce of Wholshed Yarns, Broadford, examine a bale of

alpaca fibre before classing.



Moving Alpacas

by Jenny Jackson

Having tried a number of
Jorms of transporr,

Jenny undertook the task
of supervising the

construction of an alpaca

float built to specification.

Snow Spmt owners J & L Gadsden I & K Allston.

n Alpacas Australia (issue Autumn

1994), I made a statement to the
effect that having fifty alpacas on our
stud had exceeded my wildest dreams.
Now, in spring 1995 the number of
our alpacas has passed 150. We do
‘mobile matings’ for alpacas we have
sold to other growers. The vast dis-
tances between our clients’ studs (up
to six hours’ driving time); and the fre-
quency of our trips with alpacas have
crystallised our thoughts on what is
appropriate transport for alpacas.
Hopetully, other breeders with similar
needs may benefit from our findings.

We have frequently used stud stock
transport companies with trucks to
bring alpacas from the eastern states,

Beth ngabel
A]paca Stud

The trucks are cumbersome and need
larger numbers of animals. Also, ease
of access is not good.

Horse floats work well, although
we find them too heavy for the pur-
pose. Because of their height, they also
Create an unnecessary degree of wind
resistance. On long journeys they tend
to give you the feeling of driving into
a brick wall.

Our Holden Jackeroo 4-wheel
drive is excellent for one or two small
alpacas. It is convenient and has air
conditioned comfort for the alpacas.
We select the animals that ride in the
Jackeroo on the basis of temperament.
The wrong selection can have rather
unfortunate consequences for the

'Snow Spirit'
outstanding sire

of prize winning
3rd generation solid
white progeny.

Jenny & Lindsay
Gadsden,
Medhurst Road,
Coldstream.

Ph: (059) 649 268
Fax: (059) 649 484

Animals and fibre
for sale.
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comfort and cleanliness of both
human passengers and vehicle!

A stock crate on the back of a util-
ity is excellent, although a ramp is
required to load alpacas and, in
inclement weather, a canvas covering
is needed.

A trailer with a crate serves a simi-
lar purpose. Using either of these dur-
ing fine weather, when there’s no need
for a cover, also provides excellent pro-
motional exposure and the effect of
the wind as a cleaner of alpaca fleece is
second to none.

Getting started

‘Two months ago, I finally convinced
my husband, George, that we needed
a custom-built alpaca float. George,
by the way, is the sensible one. I prob-
ably would have accepted the quote of
the first manufacturer 1 approached
and would have wanted to have it fin-
ished ‘yesterday’. However, I was per-
suaded to obrain quotes from almost

THE LEGENDARY
PERUVIANS ARE HERE!

Standing early 1996:
Two of the finest examples of genetic Peruvian perfection in; highly sought-after FAWN
* PERUVIAN RUFINO * PERUVIAN EL BUENO
Bookings taken now for these magnificent, superfine, dense, all too
RARE SOLID FAWNS -

CALL TODAY TO VISIT & CONFiRM THE LEGEND FOR YOURSELF)

every float and trailer builder in Perth.
It was a very worthwhile exercise.
Besides great variations in prices, most
manufacturers had valuable sugges-
tions as to how I could improve my
initial design.

From the quotes, I first selected a
price (not the cheapest) and used it as a
bargaining ool to obtain a cheaper deal
from my preferred manufacturer. I had
selected him not only because of the
quality of his work, but also because of
the closeness of his factory to our farm.
That meant I could supervise the con-
struction.

The price was set at $6,500,
including licensing and stamp duty.

We sold our horse float, but decided
to keep our trailer and crate so that we
always had back up transport on the
farm for our alpacas in an emergency.

Ovur Float Requirements

We designed the float to be as light as

possible to aid towing and minimise

extra fuel consumption. The tare
weight is 750 kgs with a gross carrying
capacity of 2,000 kgs. We used lighter
metal framework than that of a horse
float and light marine ply for the floor.
The size is 3,800 mm (12 ft 6 in) by
1,680 mm (5 ft 6 in). I would have
preferred a wider float, but there
would have been too great a vision
restriction from the side mirrors and a
rougher ride for the alpacas on roads
narrower than the float. The float car-
ries nine good-sized alpacas and as
many as fourteen weanlings.

Needless to say, the float has tan-
dem axles both for safety and to give a
smoother ride for our charges. I would
not like to transport such valuable
livestock on a single axle trailer,

The normal height of a horse float
was not required. We lowered it from
2,100 mm (7 ft) to 1,650 mm (5 ft 5
in). Why this height? That is how tall
[ am. My six-foot-three spouse needs
to duck his head every time he loads
the alpacas. Nevertheless, it wasn't

* Purrumbete Pacific Ruler,
Superb Silver

SNOWSTORM.
AOBA NATIONAL

* FULLY SUPERVISED AGISTMENT ¢ VET ON CALL 24 HOURS » SHOW PREPARATION/HALTER TRAINING
EXPERT INVESTMENT ADVICE FOR NEW BREEDERS/INVESTORS

Call Sandi K

ne o Wendy Beer ’roday io arrange a vnsd' on _(057) 682 549
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pure selfishness on my part. Choosing this height meant that
the standard metal and marine ply sheets used in construc-
tion of the walls fitted perfectly without having to be cu.
We also used inlaid axles to reduce the overall height by 100
mm. The reduced height certainly makes towing a breeze —
so much so that I was fined for speeding on our first long
journey towing the float.

il '
. Piciso @
3 PhonelFax (09) 5252536 ) &
3 [ ] —

The unit is fully enclosed in a fibreglass canopy. Gates
and a ramp take up the rear. Ventilation is provided through
a large vent that can be closed if necessary and through slid-
ing side windows. The marine ply on the walls provides
insulation and on the floor it has been coated with a water-
proof moulded rubber made from old car tyres. The whole
unit can be easily hosed for cleaning. Internally there are
three removable side-opening partitions. These allows us the
flexibility to separate animals — for example, stud males
from females with cria. The partition gates are slightly above
floor level so that they will open over the bedding straw.
They are also removable and can be connected together to
make an ideal portable holding pen outside the float. The
tailgate is spring-loaded and acts as a ramp. We have fitred
gates just inside the ramp to close the animals in the float
when the ramp is still down to ensure there are no ‘escapees’.

Our float has mechanical disk brakes, aluminium stone
guards, five new tyres and wheel trims and an internal light.
A friend, who is an electronic whiz, installed a tiny video

camera in the float, connected to a tiny viewer on the car
dashboard. Being able to check all is well in the float, espe-
cially on long journeys, provides real peace of mind.
Externally, the float has been painted in our stud colour
with a heavy duty urethane paint that should retain a ‘new’
look for years to come. Sign writing on the sides includes our
stud logo. If there was a ‘next time’ for this exercise, I would
consider adding a large picture of an alpaca to answer a fre-
quent question: “So you have miniature horses, do you?’
For the last 10,000 kilometres, the float has rarely been off
the Jackeroo towball. I can't imagine how we managed with-
out it. It has become indispensable, given the frequency and
length of our trips and the number of alpacas we transport.

PERUVIAN FAWN

"El Bueno"

STUD BLACKS
Mountain Black Loch
Mountain Winterwood

)

* AWARD WINNING STOCK
* SPECIALISING IN BLACKS

* MOBILE MATING

* WHOLE HERD TN3 TESTED
* PRIME CARE AGISTMENT

Jane Szigethy-Gyula
Hesker RMB 3220, Woodend. 3422
Tel: (054) 270 375
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It is hard to pick up a newspaper nowadays without being reminded of the
wealth of information available on the Information Super Highway, but never-

o
Alpacas in
theless as a future alpaca owner, I was both surprised and pleased to come across
CYbe rs pa ce AlpacaNet and LlamaWeb on the Internet recently.

Both are part of the World Wide Web, the collective name give to those mil-
lions of documents and pictures on the Net that are interconnected by hyperlinks.
Terms such as hypertext and hyperlink may sound very exotic, but anyone who
has used the Help facility of any MS Windows computer application is familiar
with hyperlinks — those areas of differently coloured text which, when selected
with the mouse pointer, take you immediately to another place in the document.

Browsing the WWW, with the special software usually provided
with an Internet account is easy. Just clicking the mouse pointer on a
heading or highlighted link in the text will fetch that link to your
computer. This may be more pages of written information, a colour
photograph, sound or movie clip, or even a form to fill in and elec-
tronically return. On LlamaWeb you can even vote for the cutest baby
Llama of the month!

There are hundreds of colour pictures and countless pages of use-
ful and entertaining information on AlpacaNet and LlamaWeb, from
animal husbandry and veterinary links to information on feeding,
housing, buying accessories, spinning fibre — you name it and it is
probably there. Llama and alpaca breeders each have their own home
page arcas, where you can read about their farms, their experiences
and, of course, their animals for sale.

By John Holman

ALP

LOOK NO FURTHER FOR
YOUR CHOICE IN ALPACAS! A LP A CA
With one phone call you can have
access to an Australia wide listing of IN S U R A N C E
Alpacas.
We have a wide variety of Alpacas now So
available - including companion males,
stud males, pregnant females and
weanlings. R I N G

Security for both buyer and seller with

trust account and contracts. R OW NT R E E

New listingsare now being taken to

replace Alpacas sold. ;0"_"995 §°°;32§51 900

C e ' usiness: (02) 363 5814

Listing is free! Home: (02) 363 4762

For more information please call Fax: (02) 362 4039

SUPERIOR STOCK .
SELECTIONS

PH:(051) 55 4422
N FAX:(051) 55 4300

David Rowntree
Livestock Insurance
Brokers Pty Ltd

Member: NIBA
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If you like to sound of an animal,
just click on the link and down the
phone line will come a colour photo,
genetic history, even a complete fami-
ly tree. You can enlarge the picture to
fill your screen if you like, or immedi-
ately email the owners for more infor-
mation. You can bring up a road map
of how to get to the farm, and print it
on your printer — the type of infor-
mation is limited only by the imagi-
nation of the owner.

These individual ranch owners
may or may not have an Internet
Account — if not then things such as
electronic mail enquiries are forward-
ed regularly to them by the person or
organisation providing the Web ser-
vice, by ordinary mail. The AlpacaNet
is a commercial service, created by
Lenny Charnoff, a computer consul-
tant, and his wife Sharon McIntosh, a
counsellor, who also manage Heron
Ridge Alpacas. Their twins aims are to
educate the public at large about

Alpacas (there are over twenty million
regular Internet users at the moment,
and growing — 700,000 of them in
Australia), and to serve the interests of
the ranch owners who subscribe to the
service.

Amongst other things, subscribers
to both services have their own elec-
tronic ‘guest book’ where visitors who
drop by can leave comments or send
questions. Naturally distance is irrele-
vant on the Net — there are enquiries
from all over the world, including
Indonesia, Africa and Iceland, as well
as Europe, Australia and the USA. I
only found one Australian breeder
represented.

As you might expect, LlamaWeb is
much the larger of the two, with a
greater range of information and a
wider range of links to other sites. It
was created by Dale Graham, a mole-
cular biologist, and her husband Tom,
who keep 31 llamas of their own on a
farm in Virginia.
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As well as breeder areas, it has a
lighter side, with a kids’ page and
humorous anecdotes. Its subscription
rates are also very much cheaper. 1
actually reached AlpacaNet via a link
from LlamaWeb, bur Internet visitors
may arrive from any direction. Net
users have a huge range of index

e

1995 National Classic Alpaca

Show and Sale
Saturday Il and Sunday 12 November

IN SYDNEY FOR THE FIRST TIME

Venue: Newmarket, the William Inglis Bloodstock Auction Complex in Randwick just 15 minutes drive from Sydney.

THE SALE

Some of the finest alpacas in Australia will be offered (approximately 30 females and 10 males).

Inspect from 9 am Sunday. Auction commences at 2 pm

The show has attracted the best Australia has to offer;

THE SHOW

competition will be fierce.

Fleece judging from 10.30 am by Cameron Holt from Melbourne College of Textiles

Show judging from 1 am by Canadian, Maggie Krieger, the only woman ever to be asked to judge in Peru.

Don’t miss the alpaca event of the year. Enjoy Newmarket’s top facilities;

meet alpaca people; see displays;

browse around alpaca product stalls. For details, contact Alan Maxwell (045 761 206

It’s going to be a fabulous weekend!

(This ad sponsored by PTW Desktop & Design)
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search tools at their disposal, and
merely by typing in keywords such as
‘alpaca’, ‘llama’, ‘ranch’ — perhaps even
‘cute’ or ‘cuddly’ — an index will come
up giving addresses of all sites which
match.

Virtually all Web documents also
contain links to related sites. For
example, a Spinners Guild site will
have a link to fibre growers, a
Wilderness Trekking organisation may
have a link to LlamaWeb because
Llamas are used as pack animals, and

links will be made to and from
research  papers, magazines etc.
(Alpacas International magazine is to
be available on AlpacaNet shortly).
Has this short account whetted
your appetite for the wonders of
Netspace? The good news is that read-
ers do not need an Internet account to
view this information. All of
AlpacaNet and LlamaWeb (except for
the sole Australian site, which asserts
copyright) has been compressed on to
floppy disks, together with the neces-

sary browsing and image viewing soft-
ware. All you need is a PC with MS
Windows. Just send your name,
address, and $30.00 to the author at
50 Narrawong Road, South Caulfield
3162, or telephone (03) 9578 57 85
to enquire about getting your own
presence on the Net.

The potential audience is virtually
limitless, and it is nice to think of all
those alpaca pics criss-crossing the
Net, diluting all those boring Playboy
centrefolds!

THE ALPACA BOOK

Management, Medicine, Biology and Fibre
Eric Hoffman and Murray E. Fowler, DVM

he Alpaca Book is a large formar,

solid book, with hard covers and
stitched sections. It is written by
Murray E. Fowler, DVM, professor
emeritus of the Veterinary School of
the University of California, Davis;
and Eric Hoffman, founding presi-
dent of the Alpaca Owners and
Breeders Association.

Although written primarily for the
North American market, the book has
drawn on information and contribu-
tions from many Australians, including
Gray and Jenny Morgan, Roger and
Clyde Haldane, Alan Jinks, Ian
Stapleton and the AAA.

The Alpaca Book covers virtually all
aspects of alpacas: history, behaviour
and communication; fibre; conforma-
tion; husbandry and management;
reproduction; and medical manage-
ment. It combines description with a
‘how to’ approach that Australian own-
ers and breeders will find useful.

In the transportation section, the
authors cover everything from vehicle
and trailer maintenance to dealing
with commercial airlines and air trans-
port. For those transporting alpacas
over long distances, the set of guides
tor travel makes an excellent checklist.

m ALPACAS SPRING 1995

The section on fencing and general
farm facilities follows this practical
approach and will be appreciated by
those who are in the process of plan-
ning or upgrading their farm.

There is interesting material on
alpaca behaviour that will be of special
help for newcomers to the industry.
Relationships and natural hierarchies
within alpaca herds are revealed and
aspects of human influence on the breed
discussed. Practices likely to result in
problem behaviour and methods of
handling of behavioural problems when
they occur are part of a fascinating chap-
ter on Behaviour and Communication.

Medical Management is a most
comprehensive section. Infectious and
non-infectious diseases, poisons and
preventative health care are some of
the topics. While much of the mater-
ial is complex, the authors have
employed their lucid writing style to
great advantage. There are tables,
illustrations and photographs as well
as at-a-glance summaries.

The book contains excellent refer-
ence sections for readers requiring
additional information. Where neces-
sary, the authors have also included
glossaries of terms.

At the AOBA 1995 Annual
Conference, Australians had their
copies of The Alpaca Book signed by
the authors. Top: Eric Hoffinan and
Sherryl Riley. Above: Pauline Nugent
and Dr Murray Fowler.

Disappointing are the layout and
general production of the book. The
quality of typesetting and photography
is poor and labelling of some diagrams
is inadequate.

Nevertheless, in terms of both
depth and breadth of content and flu-
ency of writing style, 7he Alpaca Book
is probably a must for alpaca breeders

The book is available from the
Australian Alpaca Association for
$142.00 including postage and han-
dling. (See order form page 60)



You may have missed
the show... but you
can read the book

When Joanne Rothque, Alan Cousill and Jenny Jones are a//
smiling, you just know things are going well. So it was, at
the AAA Industry Seminar ‘From Cria to Criation’ at
Deakin University, Geelong in July.

Having a good time was absolutely no reason to allow a
great promotional opportunity to be neglected. Notice, dear
readers, the very smart publication being displayed by
Joanne. This contains the wisdom of all the speakers at the
seminar. Those of you who attended the seminar will, no
doub, have already read your copy (every attendee received
one). Those of you who didn’t make it — the tip around the
tracks is ‘Get the book!”

There’s an order form at the back of this issue. A mere
$22.00 will guarantee, not only that a copy of the 1995
AAA Seminar Proceedings will be posted to you, but also a
number of hours reading that you will find both interesting
and informative.
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BREEDER PROFILE
Ken and Robyn Green

Some fifteen months ago we saw
our first alpacas on the ABC show
‘Landline’. At that time, we were
deciding what options were open to us
to make the best use of our holiday
house at Peppin Point on Lake Eildon
in Victoria,. We intend to semi retire
there within the next few years and
these lovely animals certainly gave us
something to think about.

We both started to take more inter-
est, trying to find out more informa-
tion on alpacas and our search soon
led us to Geoff and Nancy Halpin at
Capalba Park in Seymour during July
last year. I do not think anybody could
ask for a more friendly couple to give
one an introduction to alpacas.

After many hours of discussion and
looking at dozens of animals, we
decided on three. First, Purrumbete
Amity, from whom we named our
stud (‘amity’ meaning ‘friendly rela-
tions’) a really nice dark fawn female;
and Faiks Grey Duchess and Grey
Lord, a pair of Australian born ani-
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mals, both medium grey. Both our
females were pregnant and due in
December and March. For the next
year or two we intend to agist our
alpacas until our two children are
established in the university degree
courses of their choice.

Robyn was doing her business plan
at night school, focusing on tourism,
so it was not at all difficult for her to
change direction a little and add
alpacas to it. This certainly created
some interest among other students
and teachers alike. The business plan
is an excellent way of planning a
future. It establishes a very clear direc-
tion and makes you aware of the costs
involved in breeding and looking after
the animals. Also, it’s a very important
document if you need to speak to your
bank about borrowing funds. Even
though twelve months have now
passed, we have revised our business
plan, keeping it active and checking
that we are on target with our achieve-
ments, making adjustments where

Robyn, Ken
with their
daughter,
Jacklyn who bas
her hands full
with the one-
day-old cria,
White
Lightning’

necessary and planning for our future
— at the same time, keeping abreast
with opportunities.

Not being one for standing still too
long, I began talking to other breeders
and finding out more information.
We met up with Rob and Raelene
Strong of Mariah Hill and through
their connections with Pat Visconti
from Jolimont Alpacas, we were soon
the proud owners of three, newly
imported white females. Cynthia,
Angelica and Renee-Anne were all
pregnant and due in February and
April. These three we decided to agist
with the Strongs at their new property
at Nar Nar Goon North.

Now for the waiting game; what
will we do now? Well, that wasn’t too
hard. We started going to shows and
field days and continued our learning
experience.

At the Sheep show last year we had
a chance meeting with a computer
programmer from Sydney. After
studying what he had to offer and
looking around at what else was avail-
able, I put a proposal to him to rede-
velop his program as a specialist alpaca
one. After some thought, he agreed to
give it a go. This was the start of the
‘Alpaca NoteBook'.

For the next six months we worked
very hard at putting our new program
together and I must thank some of our
friends who have helped and given me
information to study and collate into
the new software. I must admit the
time involved in testing and inputting
information can really get away from
you. Even now, with the program
released, we are still testing, updating
and improving all the time, but I am



positive it is all worthwhile as the end
result is very satisfying,

We have had four births now.
There are three very nice males:
Chopin who is dark grey; Casper and
White Lightning, both of whom are
solid white. For our first female, a
lovely light grey, the name Nyssa was
chosen. It means, ‘“The Beginning’.

We sold Renee-Anne and we are
using the funds for two Peruvians,
when they arrive. Our last purchase
was a lovely medium brown female,
Satin Boots, whom we bought with a
young male cria at foot. We named
the cria Prancer, as he had been born
on Christmas Day. All of our females
are pregnant and we are playing the
waiting game again. Roll on
December, January, etc.

Our farm at Peppin Point has also
started to undergo changes in antici-
pation of our move. We have had all
the erosion repaired and an extra dam
made in one of the gullies where the
erosion had been. That fixes the prob-
lem as well as giving a good water
backup for the alpacas. As well, we
have planted some two hundred trees
that are now starting to grow well.
Already we have started fencing a few
smaller paddocks, but still have a lot
more to do, as we also want to fence
both sides of our driveway. This is a
very big job and costly.

In April this year, after a soil test,
we had our block chisel ploughed, fer-
tilised and seeded with what we hope
will be a good alpaca mix of grasses. So
far, the kangaroos think it’s wonderful
— all this sweet, new grass growing at
their back door.

Istill have a bit of tidying up to do
around the farm, with a few fallen
trees that need cutting up and stack-
ing on the wood heap. Some more
yards and mating enclosures need to
be planned and built, along with some
type of shed-cum-barn where we can
do our shearing and store our equip-
ment.

The future is looking very |, o
promising and we are eagerly _
awaiting the day we can shift to
Peppin Point full time and have
our alpacas with us. Maybe
November next year, if everything
goes to plan.

If anyone would like further
information on the ‘Alpaca Note-
Book’ computer program, con-
tact us after 7 on most nights by
phone or fax on (03) 9544 6937
or mobile 018 349 421,
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* Mobile mating service, or ring for our long |
distance and interstate transport discount. |
Offering: “Purrumbete Snowman” white, |
incredible density, uniform crimp and total |
coverage. Witness his progeny...pack the |
fleece on yours, |
Jet blacks, “Beethoven” & “Jack Flash”, |
‘94 Melb. Royal and Lilydale Supreme
Champions. |
Dark fawn “Purrumbete Caramel Chris”,
beautifully fleeced, with all the show
winning qualities of his sire, “Purrumbete
Don Quixote”. |

* Agistment for breeders/investors |

*Over 20 pregnant females for sale, many |
Purrumbete stock. |

*Book for education days.

*Supreme Champ. Jnr. Male & Female |
Champs & Senior Reserve Female Champ. |
Melbourne Sheep and Wool Show 95, |

“Snowman”

Jude Anderson Alan Cousill |
| Phone : 052 633 436 : 015 525 391 |

| 15 mins outside Geelong |
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The Dicksons

A mini-profile on
the newly-elected
AAA Vice President,
Graeme Dickson and

his wife, Lynn.

ALPACAS SPRING 1995

‘)( 7ith four married children and
eight grandchildren, Graeme
and Lyn have ‘retired’ from the com-
mercial world with the idea of enjoy-
ing their alpacas, re-acquainting them-
selves with their endurance horses, re-
visiting the golf club and spending
more time with their grandchildren.

As with a number of AAA members
who have ‘retired’, lifestyle may have
changed, but it has not necessarily
become slower. This year, Graeme was
elected Vice President of the AAA.

Graeme was born and bred in
Sydney and educated at St Patricks
College in Strathfield. Graeme accept-
ed a management cadetship and stud-
ied accounting, with a brief interrup-
tion of six months for a National
Service stint with the RAAE

Graeme’s  commercial  career
spanned a wide spectrum, with initial
training in accounting and production
management. Progressing to sales and
marketing on a national basis with
major Australian companies, he spent
a considerable amount of time travel-
ling to all Australian cities and to the
Pacific Islands. About 16 years ago,
Graeme felt the urge to put his experi-

ence to the test. He set up his own

company and, starting from scratch,
developed an importing and distribu-
tion operation that reached an annual
turnover of $12 million.

Graeme’s wife, Lyn, was also
involved in the frenetic pace of corpo-
rate life, working for many years as
NSW Personnel Manager for a large
Australian  company. They had
dreamed of leaving the rat-race behind
and ‘doing something’ apart from
breeding a few horses and ponies, with
their small acreage. They had investi-
gated the possibility of deer farming.
However, in 1990, Lyn started reading
articles about alpacas in Town and
Country Farmer. Receiving only luke-
warm response from her hustand
(who hadn’t read the articles), she
photocopied everything she could
find on alpacas and took the material
along when they went for a holiday in
Qneensland. Capitalising on Graeme’s
lack of preoccupation with business
matters, Lyn thrust her collection

under his nose and insisted he read it.
Thus began a love affair with alpacas.

They joined the Australian Alpaca
Association almost four years ago.
The pace of life moved from ‘busy’ to
as they increased their

‘frantic’




involvement with the AAA. They played a key role in the
formation of the Hawkesbury/Blue Mountains Region, with
Graeme as its first (and current) Treasurer.

From a humble base herd of three pregnant females and
with some selective selling and buying, the Dicksons now
have a herd of twelve alpacas and operate as Warralinga
Alpaca Stud. For the past two years, they have brought home
ribbons for alpacas and fleeces from many NSW agricultur-
al shows, include two Reserve Championships.

They recently moved from 18 acres at Kurrajong to a 25-
acre property at Glossodia, near Windsor and Richmond in
the Hawkesbury Valley. Here, on the outskirts of Sydney in
the foothills of the Blue Mountains, they have almost com-
pleted the farm’s conversion from deer to alpaca.

They see as one of the most attractive features of the fledg-
ling alpaca industry the willingness of alpaca owners to share
information and knowledge with each other Operating with-
in the supportive network of the Region, Warralinga has a
constant stream of phone calls and visitors dropping in to talk
about, look at and, Graeme comments dryly, ‘generally bore
the pants off anyone who isnt interested in alpacas.’

Graeme’s involvement in the Association’s Fibre
Development Sub-committee came about as the result of
encouragement by members and after lengthy discussions
on the industry’s future. He submitted a detailed paper out-
lining a system of fibre collection and marketing and has
been involved in the work of the sub-commitree ever since,
Although his background does not directly relate to fibze,
Graeme is familiar with the business of commercial spinning
and weaving. His father was a pioneer in the weaving of cot-
ton and nylon, developing a lightweight parachute webbing
for the armed forces during the Second World War.

Graeme sees the alpaca industry as entering a most excit-
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ing phase, with the commencement of fibre collection on a
national basis. He believes that the unique properties of
alpaca fibre combined with skilled Australian husbandry
and management techniques; the infusion of Chilean and
Peruvian genetics; and Australian fibre expertise will give
Australian alpaca a special place in the world market.

“We ate now planning for the future of our industry, the
same as our forefathers did with sheep some two hundred
years ago, and we have all their experience to build on.’

For the Association, Graeme js a great advocate of co-
ordination of effort, and fluid communication between the
Association, its Regions and individual members,

On his election, he commented:

T feel quite humble, being elected unopposed to the Vice
Presidency without having first served an “apprenticeship”
on the National Committee.

‘But I can assure all members that I will approach the job
with a one hundred per cent commitment to the future suc-
cess of the industry — and a genuine love for these wonder-

ful animals, alpacas.’
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A chance conversation led to the

discovery of these dusty and forgotten
certificates in a NS W antiquarium.

ALPACAS SPRING 1995



A Cria’s Story

by Fortunata

Ghost-written by Jude
Anderson, and
posteripted by Denis
Ryan, this is the story
of a difficult birth and
a fortunate life.
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Perhaps my owners should have
called me ‘Impatience’, as I must
have been in a hurry to sce the wide
world. Who else would choose to be
born before dawn on a cold, wet
southern Australian June morning?
And three weeks early to boot!

I'was indeed lucky to be found, per-
ilously close to death, by Alan on his
normal early morning rounds of the
paddocks. Lucky? You bet! Alan and
Jude had only just returned the previ-
ous day from the AOBA Conference
in USA, and after that long plane
flight, could hardly have been blamed
if theyd had a little sleep-in. 'm glad
they didn'. I think they are too.

Alan established that I was just alive,
stone cold and barely breathing. I did-

Site: Jolimont Buster

n't even react to those big fingers touch-
ing my eyelids. I hadnt moved after
being born.

He held me gently upside down to
drain out my lungs. (They sounded
more like a set of bagpipes than normal
alpaca lungs.) After whisking me into
the warmth of the shed and making
sure I was still alive (although barely
conscious), he raced back to get Jude
and ring the vet.

Luckily, Denis, the vet, lives close
by. He made it out to me even before
Jude had boiled the kettle for the hot-
water bottles. Al, by this stage was
applying mouth-to-nose recuscitation
as my short breaths were getting fewer
and farther between. I also appreciat-
ed the warmth of the hot water bottles

# Outstanding solid
black male

% Superb conformation
and excellent coverage

8 Ideal temperament

¥ Lustrous jet black fleece
with soft, even handle
m

“Regal” is available for stud services at Sayantsi Alpacas, Sackville North, NSW Tel: (045) 79 1107

AAA “Certified Breeding Male”

Co-owners — Alice & Bill Dryburgh; John Donz



and Jeni, the farm hand, rubbing my
side to get my circulation going.

At this stage, my temperature didn’t
even register on the digital thermome-
ter! So things had to move very quick-
ly. Denis hooked me up to a saline IV
and the tubing ran through a bucket
of lovely warm water. This really
helped to warm me up on the inside
while waiting for the frozen alpaca
plasma to defrost (always in warm
water, please; never in the microwave).

Very slowly, I regained conscious-
ness. My eyelids started to react when
touched and my breathing gradually
cleared up. My mouth and feet were
still very cold, though, and everyone
was working hard to warm me up and
dry me. Jude used a hairdryer which
worked very quickly and in no time I
was a small but fluffy cria. I was also
snuggled up on an electric blanket
(Jude and Als bed will never be the
same!) and a heat lamp was switched

on nearby. All of this was very nice,
but it was really the warm plasma IV
drip that saved me.

Denis now had time to check me
over more thoroughly. My teeth
weren't through yet. My ears were only
half mast and my toenails were very
soft — all the tell-tale signs of prema-
turity. Jude estimates that I was about
Skg, but is was hard to tell because
they didnt weigh me until I'd had
about one litre of fluids. I came in at
6kg that afternoon. So, from looking
like one sick litde girl at 7 am, by
1T am [ was sitting in cush position
with my brand new cria sweater on,
enjoying life and wondering which
one of these two-legged creatures was
my mother. My mother! What had
happened to her?

After the tension died down and I
warmed up, they brought her in to the
shed. This was a situation of save me
first, worry about my mother later.

She wasn'’t interested in me of course.
She was more worried about being
locked up. Jude and Al had no trouble
in milking her and I gulped down that
first drink — one thing I did have was
a well developed sucking reflex.

By the end of the day, I was tenta-
tively standing up and getting around
the shed, even though the tendons in
my legs were loose and my frone legs
were quite deviated. But I was not
strong enough to seck out and get a
drink from mum. Jude and Al milked
her every hour or so and also supple-
mented me with half strength Di-
Vetelact.

Mum and I lived in the shed for ten
days. It took me a couple of days to
get enough strength to feed properly
from her and someone always had to
hold mum still so I could drink. I
tried and tried but she would kick me
away every time. Walter Bravo told
Jude to rub some of mum’s urine on

Imran*
MADE IN TASMANIA

software.

and airport.

Riki & Rainer Marten : Robinswood, RSD 626, Staverton, Tasmania, 7306
Telephone: (004) 91 1156  Facsimile: {004) 91 1136

B Full agistment with 24 hour
care plus experienced alpaca
veterinary attention.

B Full stud service, excellent sires,
pregnancy guaranteed by ultra sound scan.

B Full support service for clients, information happily
shared and networked.

W Full computer records on new CAMFELID BASE
W Forty five minutes from Devonport. Close to ferry

B Wide range of carefully selected high quality
pregnant females for sale. Also fine fleeced
wethers and potential future sires.

® Our breeding program targets ideal conformation,
fine dense fleece and excellent temperament.

* co-owned with W., G. & N. Ferrar
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NRTACIETH

‘Really Gets Them Thriving”

The twins just after birth - Snugglepot and Cuddlepie. The alpaca with the bandaged leg, Cuddlepie
on the left, had difficulty feeding and weighed only 4.3 kilograms.

A World First
twin alpacas
who have survived!

Ebony Park Alpaca Stud
Seville, Victoria

The twins at 3 I, months - Cuddlepie weighs 16 kgs and Snugglepot
24 kgs- with Di-Vetelact being a major factor in their thriving good health

Ultimate Milk Substitute

For further information

Di- Vetelact Emergency please phone or write to:
Telephone: (047) 775 051 1251}rl1arpeslgagorqtor§es P .V%tgiIS
Mobhile: 018 113 926 Ph: (02) 858 5622 Fa: (02) 858 5957




my head and tail. I wish I'd had my camera loaded. It
Was a scream watching Jude sneaking up on Mum at the
poo pile with a bucket to catch it! That idea didn’t work
even though she sometimes got a bit clucky over me.
They had rubbed some of the afterbirth on me too, on
the first day. Mum smelt it, but she wouldn'’t stay still for
me. Every time, it was the same old StOry — as soon as
I got close to the milkbar, she pushed me away. I think
it is because she’s a first time mum and because I'd been
taken away from her so quickly.

Never mind! I bet shell be a great mum next year.
She’s spitting off the male already.

Now; I live in the nursery paddock with the expectant
mums and at night I sleep in the shed. I love to pick at
the grass and hay like the other alpacas and I even have
a nibble at the ‘brew’ the girls get each morning, It took
me a while, but I'm steadily putting on weight and now
I'm on full strength Di-Vetelact.

If you went to the ‘Cria to Criation’ Seminar, you
would have met me. My name is ‘Fortunata’. Dr Bravo
said it’s a Spanish word for lucky’. That’s me! Lucky to be
alive!

Postscript
(Dr Denis Ryan, Animal House Veterinary Clinic)

The story of this cria is a2 wonderful example of the
philosophy that it is never too late to have 2 go. When I
first set my eyes on her it was obvious she was about to
die. The clinical examination didn’t do much to raise my
hopes. She had a rectal temperature below 32°C
{extreme hypothermia); she was low birthweight
(5-5.5 kg); she was lying on her side and not moving.

I could touch her cornea and she would barely try to
respond by blinking her eyelids. When I put my finger
in her mouth it was like a fridge, and there was no
attempt to suck at all. Her heart rate was difficult to
assess because it was so faint, but it was fast and her lit-
tle heart made lots of gurgly noises. The membrane
colour was heading for that light shade of blue that we
know spells disaster. In short, the lights were about to go
out.

I'was heartened only by the fact that Jude and Alan
were, as always, well prepared.

We had a warmed plasma ready to go and electric
blankets and bottles — even the hair-dryer! Everything
was set for action. There was no point in giving the life-
saving plasma any way but into the blood stream.,

So there was an enormous relief when the IV catheter
was happily sitting well in a jugular vein. She still hadn’t
budged, just made some very deathly moans. The

Nothing like five-star accommodation to make you feel good —

things I

Hm! Can't think what all the Juss was about, really
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catheter was super-glued to her skin. I
wasn't going to lose that baby!

The first plasma was
320 mls. We ran it in over one-and-a-
half hours (remembering that her total
blood volume was only about 350-to
450 mls). Making the part of the drip
closest to the cria go through a warn
water bath at about 40°C, meant that
the fluid going in wasn't cold. While
that was running, the external heating
and drying system was put into
action.

After about half an hour her tem-
perature read 33°C. Hope. After an
hour it read 34.5°C. Wow!

By the end of the transfusion it was
36°C and she looked alive. Her baby
heart was stronger and she could suck
a finger. Her colour was pink.
Remarkable stuff, plasma.

I switched her to a fluid drip with
some glucose in it and gave her some
other bits and pieces, which probably
were incidental to the plasma and the

about

warming therapy. We knew the plas-
ma had not got enough IgG to give
her what she needed for the challenges
ahead, because we had already mea-
sured its concentration. So, a few
hours later we gave her a second one.
Now she was sitting up, but my pre-
cious catheter was still running, Her
temperature was up to 37°C and still
going.

She looked great — in comparison,
that is, to when we had started. The
moan had been replaced by a rather
normal cria cry.

The second plasma was given
through the same drip line over a sim-
ilar time. She had even passed urine,
at this stage. (The next day we mea-
sured her IgG. She had only received
about 70 ml of colostrum. Her IgG
was 21.6 g/l which is more than
acceptable).

She was on the drip for about five
hours. Her temperature was up to
38°C (normal); it was time to pull the

Fortunata at 2 days old.

catheter. It was suprising how quickly
she got to her feet.

The problem now was mum and
bonding — but you've read about that
earlier.

The moral of the story is very clear,

1o all you breeders far and near.

Ifyou have a prem’ or even a caesar,

Youd better have plasma in your freezer.

THE GORGE ALPACAS
and

DURAL ALPACA PARK

# A DVICE FOR OWNERS & INVESTORS

# L. OCAL VET SERVICE ON CALL

# P ERUVIAN STUD SERVICES AVAILABLE

# A GISTMENT FEATURING “PAT COLBY” DIET

# C ERTIFIED STUD MALES — “LA MANCHA” AND

PERUVIAN “EL JEFE” (IMPORTED USA)

s A LPACA PRODUCTS AND GIFT SHOP

% S ALES OF SELECTED QUALITY PREGNANT FEMALES
AND WEANLINGS

“Breeding Zuality for

Call Helen
(02) 651 3029
015 911 292
Dural Alpaca Park

Call Julie
(02) 653 1636
Fax (02) 653 1075
The Gorge Alpacas

m ALPACAS SPRING 1995



Letter

TO THE EDITOR

may be another way around it. However this generally will

increase the amount of foreign matter in the flecce and the

wool tips are exposed to the weather to the weather for

another year. I presume thar a loss of value would result.

It would seem that the wide range of natural colours that
alpacas exhibit is a virtue that should be fostered in this day and

John Sturzaker’s letter is an interesting one and I see nothing
wrong with his logic. For the benefit of those who haven’t read
his letter, John points out that a future producer with 1,000
animals of twelve colours and four fleece qualities will average
only 83 kg of wool per type and colour, not enough to fill bales
of 100 or 120 kg.

I don't see this as a problem that will doom alpacas to cot-
tage industry status for, perhaps, three reasons:

- On-farm storage for only one year will enable the farmer to
easily fill a bale of each type. John alludes to this in a way
that suggests that it is a problem in Peru. It may be for all I
know, but does it have to be so here? Most farms I know
have more than enough storage space to cope with twelve
half-full bales.

. Alpaca farmers aren’t forced to have the full range of colours
in their flock. The simple expedient of halving the number
of colours, i.e. by selling off those coloured animals he does-
o't want, will immediately give him enough wool to fill his
bales every year.

. Storihg the wool ‘on-animal’, i.e. shearing every two years,

age when people are becoming increasingly worried about the
chemical bombardment to which we are all subjected. I under-
stand that after years of fixing the colour white, Peru is now
banning the export of coloured animals because they perceive
that naturally coloured wool has value.

In view of all the foregoing, it would seem then, that the
individual breeders should concentrate on one or two colours
only, precisely because of the multitude of wool lots produced.
Currently, the difficulty with a small, many-coloured flock is
that one needs a sire for each colour of hembra in the flock. For
a small breeder, this is impossibly expensive.

Les G. Thompson
Bairnsdale, Vic.

River Rio’ge Al pacas

—| ust over an hour from Sydney, close to historic Windsor,

we have more than three years experience offering stud
services, agistment and friendly advice to alpaca breeders and
investors. This follows a lifetime in animal husbandry.

QUALITY STUD MALES INCLUDE

“Purrumbete” Sea Wave >
Pure white — Supreme Champion at the 1991
Melbourne Show, under Peruvian judge.
Son of leading sire “Purrumbete” Oscar.

fleece, dense cover, & excellen

Stud Fees $1200

"Cleo patra”

Champion Female Sydney RAS 1994
Supreme Champion Newcastle 1994  Grono Farm R

’puv‘y‘umbefe" Peter Pan
Dark fawn - Like Sea Wave boasts fine, quality

—

t confirmation.

RIVER RIDGE proud to win Champion exhibit in
the inaugural fleece class, Sydney RAS 1995

Please contact: Marg & Kevin Hitchcock -
oad, Ebenezer, NSW 2756 (045) 799 337
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1995 CLASSIC SHOW AND
SALE AT NEWMARKET

ice President, Graeme Dickson,

believes this will be the largest
Alpaca Classic Show and Sale ever
conducted in Australia.

‘We are very pleased to have
Newmarket as our venue this year. It’s
the first time we have run this event in
Sydney and we wanted Newmarket
because it is a convenient venue and
one that offers all the facilities we
need. The sale ring is spectacular; the
stabling facilities are the best in
Australia and the complex’s rural set-
ting is going to make our alpacas feel
very much at home.’

On Saturday morning at 10.30, the
first fleece classes will be judged in the
circular dining room. At 11 am, the
first animals will be in the sale ring.

After lunch, both fleece and animal
judging will continue until 5.30 when
cocktails will be served. At 6 pm,
Championship Classes will be judged.

Mrs Maggie Krieger will judge the
animals. A Canadian with extensive
judging experience in North America,
Maggie is the only woman ever to

have been invited to judge in Peru. A
member of the American Alpaca
Owners and Breeders Association she
is also an author of books and videos
on alpaca fibre characteristics and
conformation.

fleeces will be

Judging  the

Cameron Holt, from the Melbourne
College of Textiles.

Prize money will be more than
double that of last year and the
Association is extremely grateful to all
those companies and studs that have
supported the Show.

Superb stabling and attractive animal display areas are a feature of the Newmarket
Complex in Randwick.

WILBURTINS - 25%0,

Livestock Insurance Brokers

PROTECT YOUR VALUABLE INVESTMENT

Covers available include mortality, theft, transit. N
Extensions available for importation of animals.
Pre-arranged cover on purchase at auction or by private treaty.

Contact Michael d’Apice, qris
WILBURTINS, Level 8, 43 Bridge Street, Hurstville, 2220

Member of the National Insurance Brokers Association

Ph: BH (02) 580 4666 » AH: (02) 437 4402 e Toll Free 1 800 221 695 e Fax: (02) 580 3999

m ALPACAS SPRING 1995



On Saturday night, a dinner dance
will be held at the complex. AAA
members, friends and visitors are
invited to enjoy a night of fine food,
dancing and entertainment.

The Sale

From 9 o’clock on Sunday morning all
the sale animals will be on display for
inspection and intending buyers will
be able to register.

At 10.30, the pre-auction parade
will introduce each animal.

Buyers will again have the opportu-
nity to inspect individual animals
until 1.15 pm when live music will
precede a gala fashion parade of alpaca
garments.

The auction will commence at
2 pm.

It is expected that over 30 animals
will be offered for sale, including
unjoined and pregnant females,
females with cria at foort, weanlings

AKHIRA

PTY. LTD.

Wave moved fo:

W, Pleasant Boad,
Bordewood, S. 4, 525¢

*Pregnant females, stud quality males and

wethers for sale.

‘Excellent range of males at stud

AKHIRA ALPACA SHOP
Now open on the property just 2km from Birdwood.
Large range of imported and Australian Alpaca

knitwear, garments, hats, rugs, wall hangings, jewellery,

spinning and knitting wool etc.

and some stud quality male alpacas.
All facilities will be offered to prospec-
tive buyers, including interstate and
overseas telephone bidding,
Wesfarmers Dalgety are the auc-
tioneers. Joining their Sydney team
will be their most experienced alpaca
auctioneer, Andrew Sloane, whom the
company will fly in from Melbourne.
The Newmarket complex in
Randwick is only 15 minutes drive
from Sydney and close to the beach.
The complex has excellent facilities,
including a bar and :
light refreshment
area. There’s good
accommodation §
close by, including
the Ramada Hotel
overlooking Bondi
Beach and the
Holiday Inn at
Coogee Beach.
During the week-
end there will be

alpaca garments on display and for
sale as well as plenty of information
from the Association’s stall for those
interested in finding out more about
the alpaca industry.

Auction catalogues are available
from Wesfarmers/Dalgety’s Andrew
Sloan, phone 018 522 204.

Members should watch their mail
boxes, as a complementary sale cata-
logue will be posted to each AAA stud
in October.

Countact: Bobent on Ly Sheptiend

Phone: 085 685 422

Fax: 085 685 266
Mobile: 018 857 346
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THE ENIGMATIC SURI

by Cherie Bridges

Although there’s much
unknown about suris,
there are many pieces of
anecdotal information
that point towards some

interesting possibilities.

m ALPACAS SPRING 1995

In researching this article, I find one
thing particularly clear — suris are
an enigma! What’s exciting about that
is that in Australia, we can be at the
forefront of suri research and develop-
ment, even though, at this stage our
research is more ‘anecdotal’ than sci-
entific. The patchy data available on
suris in South America is contradicto-
ry and some of it is at odds with
breeders’ experiences here.

There seems to be general agree-
ment that one type of alpaca did not
evolve from the other. Suris and hua-
cayas are assumed to have developed
separately.

‘Notwithstanding the fact that the

suri and huacaya varieties have been

bred in complete promiscuity for
several centuries, it is true that each
has kept its ethnic features perfectly
defined and differentiated.” (Animal

Breeding and Production of American

Camelids, Rigoberto Calle Escobar)

So, where did the so-called Chili
type come from? (‘Chili’ is a term
developed in the U.S., not used in
South America, to describe a fleece
type within the huacaya — a soft, less
densely fleeced animal with little or no

crimp.) No one seems to know, but it
would appear not to be from crossing
of suris and huacayas (see later from
interviews with breeders on the results
of such crossings).

No exact figures are available, but
we know that suris make up less than
ten per cent of the world alpaca popu-
lation. The suri is more vulnerable to
extreme cold than the huacaya as its
back line is more exposed; so it is less
suitable to the barren highlands of
Peru where it has no protection from
snow, rain and wind. This could
explain its low numbers proportionate
to total alpaca herds.

“The suri will prosper if it is brought

down from the barren highland

zones to the lower zones where the
climate is more benign and the
results will be satisfactory.” (Animal

Breeding and Production of American

Camelids, Rigoberto Calle Escobar)

There is no mistaking a suri alpaca
(except, perhaps, after shearing). Suris
are slightly smaller and finer boned,
weighing 10 to 20 per cent less than
huacayas and their fleece is made up
of defined pencil-thin staples. The
wool naturally parts along the back line

Suri stud,
Condor Gold’
of Paul Carney’s
Lake Plains
Alpacas, South
Australia.



and falls towards the ground, unlike
that of the huacaya whose wool grows
straight out from the body. On some
suris, the fibre hangs straight; on oth-
ers, each staple has a curl similar to that
of an angora goat. The fibre has a
strong sheen and is very silky to the
touch. The staple length is long —
around 6 to 8 inches in the first year.
Breeding females grow a staple of about
four to six inches a year with that of
males generally longer.

Opinions differ as to the suri’s zes-
thetic appeal. Some, whose eyes are
attuned more to the teddy-like hua-
caya, do not like the look of the suri.
Others find it has a more enigmatic
beauty and love the look of the lus-
trous fleece that ripples as the animal
moves.

But, beauty aside, where do the suris
fit in the alpaca industry? I interviewed
the breeders with the larger herds in
Australia and the U.S. to find out.

What atiracts people to
Suris?

There are only around 160 suris
(males, females and cria) in Australia
at present, and about 500 in the
United States.

The Australian suris have come
from a 1992 Chilean/New Zealand
importation that contained about 30,
The rest have been imported from the
U.S. and bred up. Without exception,
breeders I spoke to were initially
attracted to suris because of their visu-
al impact.

Paul Carney, of Lake Plains Alpaca
Stud in South Australia, was stunned
when he saw photos of a Peruvian suri
herd and had to have some. Paul s a
neuro-surgeon in one life and an
alpaca farmer in another. He already
had huacayas. Further investigation
convinced him suris would be a good
investment because of their rarity. He
bought his suris from the New
Zealand shipment and now has 14.

Wendy Billington of Cedar House

Alpacas was also an established hua-
caya breeder when she first saw suris,
Wendy loved their fleece lustre and
the sight of a group of suris moving
together in full fleece initiated her
desire to own a herd. She now owns
one of the largest herds in Australia
with thirty-five. She initially bought
several from the New Zealand ship-
ment and, more recently, has import-
ed a group from the U.S. that are cur-
rently in quarantine on her farm near

JOHN & JULIE LAWRIE
FOUNDATIBN AAA MEMBERS
PHONE 068 467 292

Bowral in New South Wales. Wendy is
convinced that the rarity of the suri
makes them a good long term invest-
ment.

Jill Short, of AST Alpacas and
Surilana Alpaca Stud went a step fur-
ther than most with her vision for suris,
She and husband, Martin Ruzicka,
formed an alpaca syndicate based sole-
ly on suris and convinced business
investors to make a five-year invest-
ment commitment to their project.

*STANDING AT STUD*
* “TRUE BLUE" « “VEGEMITE” » PURRUMBETE ERIC *

* BRED ON NATURALLY FERTILE SOILS o JOHNES FREE
* HEALTHY ALPACAS FOR SALE 100% BREEDING SUCCESS

* FINE DENSE FLEECES o AGISTMENT TRANSPORT

AND LEASING AVAILABLE

"BONNIE VAL
ORANGE#
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They manage their 30 suris and ten
huacayas on a farm in Tylden,
Victoria. Jill feels that huacayas usual-
ly have more instant appeal with peo-
ple because of their cuteness. But for
Jill to get a dose of the ‘warm fuzzies,
nothing can beat the sight of her pad-
dock of suris running towards her,
their fleeces rippling like a wheatfield.

Andy and Cheryl Tillman of
Bolivian Suri Alpacas in Oregon
U.S.A. had great success with Illama
breeding (Andy still holds the record
for obtaining top prices at llama auc-
tions). In 1993, they took on the man-
agement and promotion of a herd of
suris; they have eighty. Animal health
and care is the responsibility of Cheryl
who is a vet. Andy and Cheryl are in
the process of importing 350 alpacas
and 50 llamas from Bolivia into the
U.S. Forty per cent of these alpacas are
suris. All the suris are pre-sold and
Cheryl says they ‘went like hot cakes’.
Suris have been somewhat of a ‘sleep-

er in the U.S.
industry, but in the last
twelve months interest and
demand have grown dra-
matically.

Roger Haldane, a well-
known pioneer of the
Australian alpaca industry,
likes the look of good qual-
ity suris, but is committed
to breeding them for more
practical stud breeding and
farming reasons. Roger has
had a fluctuating herd size
in suris, depending on
sales. He has 20 at present
and intends to breed up to
the point where his alpaca
herd is 50/50 huacaya/suri.
The appeal for Roger was
the uniformity of suri
fleece which, long term,
means easier classing in the
shearing shed. Whereas,
after skirting, the huacayas
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alpaca

' Very dense, fine fleece

6 Has produced quality crias

® We travel to you from within reasonable

distance of Drysdale

@ Inspection by appointment welcome

Mary & Russell Terracall

Tel: (052) 53 1562 Fax: (052) 53 1600




have their fleeces separated into sad-
dles, necks, legs and bellies, the suris’
entire fleeces can be put into one
grade at the first shearing and one or
two grades (depending on the animal)
at subsequent shearings. Roger also
believes it is a faster process to breed a
standard line flock in suris than in
huacayas as there is not as much vari-
ation in genetic type.

This is a view supported by Chris
Tuckwell, Senior Livestock Officer,
Department of Primary Industries
(South Australia). Chris produced a
study tour report for the Rural
Industries Research & Development
Corporation on the Peruvian alpaca
industry.

Motivated by the feel of the fibre
and the declining world population of
suris, Chris believes suris are well
worth more consideration than they
are currently receiving. From his
Peruvian observations, Chris surmises
that the suri represents a truer genetic
type than does the huacaya.

Consequently  selective
breeding will improve the
line faster. Being of good
scientific mind, he is
quick to point out that
this is speculation and not
based on  scientific
research.

Health and
Management

Despite the difficulties for
suris in the extremely
harsh environment of the
Peruvian highlands, they
are flourishing in Aust-
ralia and America. Chris
Tuckwell says the differ-
ence between climatic
conditions where the ani-
mals live in Peru and any
part of Australia is dra-
matic, with weather condi-
tions here much milder.
Having a more open fleece,

Suris bred by Roger Haldane — 4 pioneer
of the Australian alpaca industry.

Royal Canadian

Alpaca Ranch

Alpacas for Sale
For a sales list of available alpacas, and a
Free Report on Investing in Alpacas call now:

Peter and Pauline Williams
Tel: [052) 67 2353 Fax: (052) 67 2628

Being Australia’s largest alpaca
stud, we have a great selection of
pregnant New Zealand, Australian,
and Chilean born fermales for sale.
Many of these fine animals are
due to deliver their offspring
immediately?!

We specialise in assisting new
comers into the industry with top
quality breeding stock, and heipful,

ongoing advice. Advice on any

REp

Q. INVESTING 1\t ALPACAS ¢

aspect of buying or

raising

alpacas is & Gue on How o -

only a TURN $25,000 INTO ALMOST

"N Har amwwow. ~N
phone

? Q&
6\ CALL TopaY! o
€ Rev

call away.
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* EXPERIENCE

PURR"MBEE ALPACA 5'

CLYDE AND ROGER HALDANE

We fell in love with these beautiful
animals and like obsessed collectors
we had to have some.

After seven years on the Alpaca trail the
fascination never ends.

Benefit from our years of experience in
selecting and breeding the
finest Alpacas.

EXPERTISE *

N
*"t

.
o

QUALITY

HALDANE ALPACAS
PHONE: (0O55) 94 7374
FAX: (0O55) 94 7363
P.C. Box 82
CAMPERDOWN

Vic 3260

* EXPERIENCE




the suris are more heat tolerant than
the huacayas, but more attention
needs to be paid to them in cold and,
particularly, wet conditions. Crias
born in wet winters will feel the effects
of the cold more than huacayas, as
they can get wet to the skin.

Tylden, in Victoria, is very cold,
wet (40+ inches) and frosty in winter.
Jill Short says her suris have come
through two winters just fine, but
they do have access to a large, cosy
shed. They are fed in there to encour-
age them to take shelter at night.

Cheryl Tillman in Oregon  says
they have low rainfal] (12 inches) but
cold winter days that can be well
below freezing point. The suris do
well. They are not locked up, but have
access to three-sided shelters bedded
with straw. They do not have any win-
ter births with any of their animals as
a planned, labour-saving strategy.
Their summers are very hot, but they
have had no heat stress problems. I

asked for her comments as a vet on the
suris’ health and management. She
said they are hardy, have good fertility,
better overall milk production, easy
birthing and good IgG levels in the
cria.

None of the breeders had experi-
enced any significant problems with
their suris and several commented that
their fertility rate, appeared better
than that of the huacayas. On average,
suri males have larger testicles than
huacayas and are generally very vigor-
ous petformers, even in a paddock sit-
uation. Females conceijve quickly
(Wendy Billington says most of hers
conceive on the first mating) and hold
pregnancies well,

Bill Barnett (Washington, USA)
farmed a large Ilama and huacaya herd
for several years before importing suris
from Bolivia. Bill is a ver and quickly
noticed a difference in the suris’ fertli.
ty rates. He took blood samples from
his pregnant huacayas and suris and

found the suris ran, on average, a con-
siderably higher progesterone level.
Again, it must be pointed out that
these are anecdotal reports. No pub-
lished trial work exists on comparisons.

To Cross Or Nof To Cross

This was a fascinating part of the
research for me. Several weeks ago, |
would have argued against putting
suri males over huacaya females (with
the exception of distinct Chyjlj types).
I guess this was because of taking a
purist line and fear of unknown genet-
ics. I must declare 2 pecuniary inter-
est, at this point. I do have 3 quarter
share in three suri males who stand at
stud. My feeling was that they would
be best mated to suri females and
Chili types. As a result of interviewing
for this article, I am going to pur a suri
male over several of my huacayas.
Every breeder I spoke to has tried it
with positive results. You be the judge.

SOUTHERN ALPACA

//Z}r T S ncees
Teeelh Sestoarlin b

EEDING SERVICES -

e

A £y
[ els

J {(// é /7/((/ j "z‘(arg'.rm

PERUVIAN GEN ERALISSIMO

Mid Fawn and exceptional density coupled with fine distinct crimp and
complete coverage. Good conformation and true Peruvian Presence.
PRE-BOOKINGS AT SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE
NOW TAKEN FOR APRIL 1996

Also currently in use our superb mobile stud male

SURICAYA AZTEC GOLD

Mid Fawn predominantly throwing to mid fawn. He has fine crimpy

fleece and complete coverage
portfolio is available to view.

AL ENQUIRIES;EI"O:
Hetin g -,"/?é;’./'c:-,fcf!-/

Ph,/Fax: (08) 388

with good conformation. His progeny
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5644
Mobile: 018 825 547

ALPACAS SPRING 1995 m



Suris and huacayas are different
from other animals such as goats,
sheep, cattle, horses, dogs etc, where
crossing of different breeds within the
species produces something in
between. For example, if you cross an
angora and a cashmere, both fibre
producing goats, you will get a cash-
gora. It has some qualities from each
of the two breeds. This is not what
happens when you cross a suri and
huacaya alpaca. The genetic type is
fixed and you get either one or the
other. (See earlier, Escobar.)

Paul Carney took the decision to
break new ground and put his suri
sires over all thirty of his huacaya
Twenty of them have

dropped so far. Ten of the cria are suris

females.

and ten are huacayas. All are totally
true to type and indistinguishable
from crias with both parents of the
same type.

Wendy Jones and Tony Fitzner
manage Paul’s alpaca herd. They have
a strong animal background, mainly
in the industry.
Consequently, they are particularly

angora goat

fleece conscious.

Wendy was happy to share her suri
observations. In comparing the hua-
caya cria this year (out of suri sires)
with the huacaya cria last year (out of

huacaya sires) she says that this year’s
batch have fleece with an improved
handle that is definitely silkier to the
touch.

Jill Short has two huacaya cria out
of suri/suri matings. (This seems to
happen in about five to ten per cent of
suri/suri breedings.) They have the
best fleece of all her huacayas. Jill
recently had a noted sheep and fleece
judge evaluate her alpacas. These two
were selected as having exceptional
handle. Jill says they are totally true-
to-type huacayas, but there is added
lustre and silkiness in the fleece.

The Hamilton family also has a

white Peruvian-looking huacaya male
that they have selected for stud with
very dense well-crimped fleece with a
lovely silky handle. He is the result of
a suri/suri breeding.

Jill Short has put suri males over six
of her huacayas, her goal being to
either produce suris or improve the
fleece quality of the huacayas. The
huacayas are yet to drop and Jill awaits
the results with great anticipation.

Jill and Martin are committed to
breeding true suris, but also believe
there is a strong case for using suri
males over plainer quality huacayas
who may not have produced great cria

UNITED STATES

Phone: 970 382 0002
Fax: 970 382 0099

INSTONE AIR SERVICES

“THE WORLDWIDE LIVESTOCK
AIR FREIGHT SPECIALIST”

INSTONE INSECT PROOF AIRSTABLES, 747 & DC-8 CHARTER AIRCRAFT

e Alpaca * Bloodstock ¢ Cattle ¢ Deer ¢ Goats ® Ostrich
¢ Pigs ® Sheep ¢ Zoo Animals

AUSTRALIA

02 313 4555
02 669 1452

UNITED KINGDOM

44 1903 740 101
44 1903 740 102
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in the past. They believe you can't
lose. If they get a suri, tha’s great! It’s
valuable and suri numbers need to
increase. If they get a huacaya, they
believe the suri will add sheen and
silkiness to the fleece handle.,

This opinion is shared by Wendy
Billington. Wendy has the results of
five suri/huacaya matings on her prop-
erty.

L. Chili type female (previous cria poor
quality huacayas, no crimp) threw
excellent suri.

2. Brown huacaya female, mated to
fawn suri male threw black suri
female.

3. Brown huacaya fimale, mated to
fawn suri male threw white suri
female.

4. Average quality huacaya female had
previously thrown a suri cria (when
mated to suri). Mated again to suri,
this time produced excellent type
white huacaya male.

5. Dense, good type brown huacaya
Jemale, with fawn undercarriage,
had only produced brown cria
when mated to fawn huacaya).
Mated to fawn suri male, she pro-
duced a fawn huacaya, true-to-
type, with silky handling fleece.
Wendy considers her matings a

great success and will do more

suri/huacaya matings. 1 was particu-
larly interested to hear about her black
suri.

The Peruvians prize their coloured
suris greatly and it is very difficult to
export them. Perhaps the only way we
will get any numbers of coloured suris
is through huacaya crossings. Most of
the suris in Australia are white, with a
few fawns.

One of my worries about crossing
had been thar if you got a huacaya
male from a surj sire, wouldn’t that
huacaya male, if used for breeding,
sometimes throw a suri?

It’s too early for anyone to answer
that (although the aforementioned
Hamilton male has so far over 20 cria

on the ground, all true-to-type hua-
cayas). However, what the breeders
did say is, if it does happen, that’s
great. Suris are a valuable commodity.
If you do not want to breed them
yourself, you will have no difficulty
selling them — g0 po problem is
caused if the odd suri pops up in a
huacaya herd.

The biggest surprise for me was
during my interview with Roger
Haldane. Because he js a traditional

large-scale farmer as well as an enter-
prising alpaca farmer, [ expected Roger
to say crossing was a ‘no-no’. On the
contrary, Roger said that he will be
putting suri males, when released (he
has some in quarantine), over lower
grade and Chil; type huacayas, He
believes we need to get numbers of
sutis up and he would like to breed
colour into the suris.

He has one mating result from a
white suri male over a black huacaya

SERVICE FEE $1,000

No Prcgnanc_y - No Moncy)

INTRODUCING

. RCA “Ian Flemming” (007)
- standing at stud April onward,
Fine, dense, lustrous fleece,
gentle nature, true black.
f Services Fee $1,250
= * Agistment
; * Investment o Management
For further information please contact - KEVIN RUBIE
MEADOW BANK, Forbes, 2871 NSW  Telephone: 068 572132
Facsimile: 068 572 162
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female. He didn’t get black, but got a
lovely dark fawn suri cria.

With the advent of alpacas from
Peru, pressure may be on some
Chilean huacayas in terms of quality.
Some of the plainer females have not
shown themselves likely to throw an
excellent cria. Perhaps putting suri
males over them may be worth a one-
year experiment.

Wendy Billington says that she
knows that such females in her herd
will only produce wether quality
males, so she has nothing ro lose. If
they throw a suri, she is ahead. If they
throw a huacaya, she is confident that
the fleece handle will be improved
without any compromise in type.

Suri Fleece

So, what’s the difference once the
fleece comes off the animal?

_ FACES OF CHAMPIONS

In Peru, the home of the alpaca
fleece industry, suri fleece is sorted,
purchased and processed separately to
that of huacayas.

Inca Tops, the largest processors of
alpaca fibre in Peru, currently pay
almost 50 per cent more per kilo for
raw suri fleece than for first shearing
huacaya and 3.8 times the price for
suri over coarse alpaca.

As the suri yields, on average, the
same fleece weight as a huacaya, there
is a high long term commercial advan-
tage.

Roger Haldane believes that suris
have even greater potential to increase
fleece weights than the huacaya and
cites the example of angora goats that
produce twice as much weight of
fleece in relation to their own body
weight as sheep. This is an interesting
hypothesis and, if proven, will mean
excellent returns for suri breeders.

7
S

stud Purrumbete “Badger” quality progeny fo

The suri fibre end product is used
for different purposes to that of hua-
caya — mostly high fashion fabrics
with sheen.

I bought a bolt of black cloth in the
U.S. last year that was 100 per cent
suri, to have made into a coat. It cost
an arm and a leg, but was irresistible. I
had seen a photo in a German fashion
magazine of the same fabric in a fur-
like glamorous coat with a beautiful
sheen that the light just bounced off.

With a world-wide trend away
from furs, suri is a great alternative
and so much nicer for the animal to be
shorn rather than skinned.

Personally, I think that, regardless
of individual taste, it’s terrific to have
options in the alpaca industry; room
for diversification and experimenta-
tion and a guarantee of our long-term
success in producing “The Fibre of the
Gods’ in Australia.
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PRESENTING PERUVIAN “PRIMERO’’ SOLID LIGHT FAWN
AND “PODERIO” SOLID WHITE® — (*co-ownNeb Morcan & GADSDEN)

efit from 30 years of Peruvian breeding

Enquiries: | & B Worcester or R & B Holland Te
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MIKE SAFLEY TO JUDGE AT VIC CENTRAL
REGION’S THIRD ANNUAL EXPO

The success of the previous events, is responsible for the

relocation of this year’s Annual Expo. The venue for
1995 will be the Oaklands Junction Stud Stock Complex,
near Tullamarine in Vicroria, The Expo will be held on
Sunday 22 October.

A feature of the Expo will be the auction of 1 limited
group of outstanding alpacas. All serious breeders looking to
increase their animal numbers will find an opportunity here.
Dalgety’s will be the selling agents.

Central Region is delighted to have secured the services of
Mike Safley as Show judge for the Expo. Mike has con.
tributed to Adpacas Australiz on a number of occasions and
is well known to members of both the Australian and
American alpaca industries. He lives in Hillsboro, Oregon,
and is a partner with his father in Northwest Alpacas.

Vic Central Region is hoping for good weather so that
judging will be able to be held outside on the lawns of the
complex. In the event that the weather js unsuitable, audi-
ence and competitors will be made comfortable inside, with
judging conducted on the stage that will be specially extend-

Wyona Solo - 15t over 2 y.0. Male

ed so that larger classes can be
accommodated.

Always innovative, Vic
Central Region is introducing
two new classes this year.

The first is a Breeders
Production Class, for two animals
bred by a single breeder. The sec-
ond is a Novice Class for those who have not yet won a First
Prize at any show,

Guest speakers, trade stalls and displays will also be part
of the very entertaining Expo day planned by the Region.

Prospective alpaca buyers will find plenty to interest them
in the Alpaca Sale.

Members of the public who may be interested to see the
Show and find out more about these amazing animals will
also be made very welcome,

Anyone who would like further details should contact
Jane Szigethy, phone or fax (054) 270 375.

Mike Safley

o B - 1> e -
“Ian Flemming” (007)

Wiona Chipper - Reserve Champion Male 1st

-

Wyona Antonio - 2nd over 2 y.0, Ma

i3

STUD SERVICES TO SHOW
WINNING MALES AVAILABLE

Andrew & Karen Caldwell, Thuddungra, NSW 2594
Telephone: (063) 833 531 Bacsimile: (063) 833 578

PREMIUM QuUALITY ANIMALS FOR SALE

L r— - &

AUSTRALIAS MOST SUCCESSFUL EXHIBITING STUD AT SYDNEY RAS 1993
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Pic of the Pack

“MIRROR, MIRROR ON THE WALL, WHO'’S THE
CUTEST OF THEM ALL?”

Kiah Alpacas, Simone Keene

- -
“WHERE’S THE MILK g
GONE, MUM?” 3
Four Mile Alpaca Stud, oL 55
Mark Jefferis

1 i -
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“SAY CHEESE? HOW ABOUT MILK?”  Cocieris Ny
Del Adams-Jolly, Jellinbah Alpacas “] SAID, HOP IT!”

Eaglemont Farm Alpaca Stud,
John & Jane Williams




“GO AHEAD,
MAKE MY
DAY!”

Kurralea Alpacas,
Lesley Maxwell

"CHEEK TO CHEEK”
- Meadow Bank Alpaca Stud,
Kevin Rubie

“OK, HE’'S UP NOW
YOU AUNTIES!”
Luamber Alpacas, C P & I Mahomed

“THERE’S SOME-
THING DISTINCTIVE
ABOUT ALPACA
OWNERS ”~

AST Alpacas, Jill Short




Mating alpacas

the uterus. This is essential to maximise both the short-term
conception rate and the long-term fertility of the hembra.
Measures taken to encourage long-term fertility means the
hembra should be able to produce cria well into middle and,
possibly, into old age

aving recently attended the AAA conference in
Geelong, I though it would be worthwhile discussing
some of the information gleaned.

It has become obvious that some current mating tech-
niques are damaging the uterus unnecessarily.

Guest speaker, Dr Walter Bravo showed some post-
mortem photographs of hembra uteri. These females had
been mated multiple times and significant damage was pre-
sent.

Discussion centred around the best way to mate and
achieve pregnancy with the minimum amount of damage to

—

What's New in Quality
Health Management?

IgG!

This immunoglobulin or antibody is essential for protection
against infectious diseases. IgG levels can be used to
indicate successful passive transfer of colostral antibody
and may be required by some Insurance Companies
for insurance cover.

The test is performed using the Radial iImmunodiffusion
Technique which is now available at

Central Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory.

CVDL IS THE FIRST LABORATORY IN
AUSTRALIA TO OFFER THIS UNIQUE TEST -
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
YOUR VETERINARIAN

The current recommendations are:

1 Paddock mating is preferable. This way, the macho will
only mate the hembra when she is ready.

2 Mating should occur once. One mating will lead to ovu-
lation. More matings will not increase ovulation.

m ALPACAS SPRING 1995

KIKUYU GRASS SEED
1he perfect pasture for Alpaca

HIGH IN PROTEIN

@

Rid pastures of weeds to
protect fleece value.

Turn problem areas around water
troughs, tank overflows, creek and
dam banks into pasture areas.

@

For further information and a free sample contact:

EYKAMP KIKUYU COMPANY
SPRING RIDGE ROAD,
QUIRINDI 2343

TEL: 067 462 241 FAX: 067 462 107




3 There is some benefit in a second mating twenty-four
hours after the initial mating to increase the amount of
semen present in the uterus. This is of benefit in about 30
per cent of animals whose ovulation occurs a lictle later.

4 The hembra should be tested seven days later and again
at fourteen days to detect hembras at the declining stage
of the follicular wave.

Other information that was of great interest concerned
when to mate the hembra after delivery. The most common
practice is to mate her as soon as she will accept the macho
(usually seven to ten days after). The evidence presented
suggested that, although the ovaries have recovered suffi-
ciently at seven days, the uterus has not recovered until
twenty-one to thirty days. Consequently, the advice is to
mate a hembra about three weeks after delivery. Otherwise,
if the embryo comes down into an unhealthy uterus, it will
most probably be slipped.

The remaining information of interest concerns when to
mate a young hembra. We should be aiming to have young
females at 55 kgs in weight by eleven months of age. At this

stage 70 per cent of these will be fertile and will probably Dr Walter Bravo emphasis

become pregnant. The remaining 30 per cent will take any- Seminar at Deakin Universizy,
speaker, Dr Bravo gave papers on both male and female alpaca

where until 22 months to develop fully and become preg-
nant. This is normal in healthy young alpacas.

reproduction.
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es a point at the AAA Industry
Geelong in July. A keynote

The most important sire to 80 to Queensland.
The very best of Purrumbete breeding by the
outstanding Purrumbete Oscar.

*Simply the Best in Queenslande

A luxury fleece that you'll fall in love with.

P.O. Box 395 Beaudesert
Queensland 4285 Australia.

Wendy and Ross Summereil

Ph/Fax 075-430 207

King Alfred

-. cent Dense Suow Whize

Lovable '7
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BUSINESS directory

To place your business card
advertisement in the Business
Direcory, contact: Joy Vellios,
PTW Deskiop and Design.
Phone (03) 9428 9663 or
fax (03) 9428 2728.
Mobile 015 043 595
Only $100, including produc-
tion or as litlle as $80 per issue
for regular advertisers.

AI1PACA FLEECEPAK

| The complete fleece storage system..

MULTI-PURPOSE — SUITABLE FOR SMALL
AND LARGE BREEDERS

‘9\\

This recyclable and uniform packaging system prevents
contamination of fibre, eliminates sweating, minimises fibre lustre
loss, simplifies fleece management, allows for segregation of fleece

types and provides security of content.

For your FLEECEPAKS
phone: 015 884 570 or 018 352 285
fax: 03 830 4382

QUALITY
ALPACA
SUPPLIES

* BOOKS

* HALTERS & LEADS
e FLOOR RUGS

e MAGNETS

* BLANKETS

* TEDDY BEARS

For a catalogue
please phone or fax
Christine Roffey on

PhiFax: (02) 630 3731

(rons PraINs SToRE & Avpack CENTRE
T A S M ANTA

NOW OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Visitors Welcome — Wethers for Sale
Alpaca Rugs, Jumpers, Craft Work and Jewellery
We offer sales and management advice
Alpaca fleece and alpaca pellets for sale

Telephone: (004) 291 279 - Mike and Shirley Lloyd

TRARON ALPACAS

* Top quallty males
standing at stud

e Agistment available

» Animals for sale

BILL & ANNETTE ROBBINS
TRARON ALPACAS
RMB 7062,
WODONGA VIC. 3691
PHONE: (060) 725 224

It ;.:éQL%ME’DEK

:m L ALPACAS <
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b Chris, Lindy & Pam Mahomed

Phone (056) 82 2490

R.M.B. 1376 Beach Road, Foster, 3960
STUD SERVICE

WE LOVE THEM, WE BREED THEM, WE SHOW & WE SHEAR THEM

+ Stud Males Mobile + Pregnant Females
Service Available

¢ Dept. of Agriculture + Inspection by
Approved Health Appointment
Status Welcome

Claire, Frank & James Chandler
PO Box 223, Red Hill South Vic 3937 Phone: (059) 89 2731




ALPACA GIFTWARE

PO Box 74 Geelong Vic 3220
Phone (052) 73 7159

PA
b

Printed T-shirts, Polo Shirts, Windcheaters & Jackets
Available in Design A or Design B
Exclusive Range of Quality Giftware

New stock ariving continually
L Send or Phone for your free catalogue.

BUSINESSdirectory

—

FINE A1rAca GARMENTS, TEXTILES
AND ACCESSORIES

THE ArLpPaca CENTRE
AUSTRALIA

Old Hume Highway, Berrima NSW 2577

For wholesale and retasl enguiries:

L Ph: (048) 77 1399 Fx: (048) 77 1375

Capalba Park Alpacas
Garments in Luxurious Abpaca
Suppliers of Alpaca Yarns, Tops
& All Your Alpaca needs

Call us now for
. Catalogue — information

QA Geoff or Nancy Halpin
2| = T p M.B. 4820 Seymour Ph 057 99 1688

1
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Andrew Caldwe]]
ALPACA CONSULTANT
#&f Qualified Wool Classer  gf AGrade Judge

Auqilable for professional
herd & fleece classing
Phone: (063) 83353 .Wyona Aleaca Stud
Fax:(063) 83 3578 Thuddungra, Via Young
Mobile: 018699 280

N.SW.2504

INSURE YOUR ALPACAS

Embryo from 4 Months after Covering.
Conditions Apply. Cria from 1 Day Old.
Alpacas to 12 Years. First Class Service & Security.

Alawahfy Alpacas

SALES, Chris ¢ Graham Greig
o _Park Lane Insurance AGISTMENT RIME 379
S INSURANCE BROKERS PTY, LTD. AND Sution Rood
| H'G H }G ATE .' STUD SERVICES Sutton, NSW 2620
e Tel: (03)719 7377 AVAILABLE Ph: (06) 230 3459
- : : Fax: (03) 719 7723 Fax: (06) 230 3567
ALPACA BREEDERS ) ALPAGOS ] Eroeding for e
Have youn alpaca fleece handspun oL gsg:g;:oloured
or your own use op sale. R
J‘f required it may be i K -
machine or hand knitted Young Visitors welcome
info garments of younr

choice.

PLEASE CALL: LYN (054) 332 753 OR
ELAINE (054) 333 248

Peter and Leni
van Bruinessen
Bourkes Lane

PO Box 654,
Ph: (063) 82 3421

| Young, 2594 NSW

=
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for Alpaca insurance
Ph: (02) 909 1499 Fax: (02) 909 8057

ALPACA INSURANCE

Call Gow-Gates today to obtain the
best rates available.

Ph (02) 635 3866 Fax (02) 891 5649

Always copied, never beaten
— makes you think, doesn’t it?

“TRULEEN DOWNS”

ALPACA STUD FARM

* LIVESTOCK INVESTMENT
* SALES & STUD SERVICE
* MANAGEMENT
* AGISTMENT

Toomuc Valley Road
Pakenham, Victoria 3810

Eng: Colleen or Trudy
Phone: (059) 411 994
Fax: (03) 794 6828
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B R O KERS
CAMELID INSURANCE
2 Sandilands Street,

South Melbourne, 3205
PO Box 7660, Melbourne, 3004
Telephone: (03) 696 4788
Facsimile: (03) 696 2982
Contact Grantley Fearn

AIS BROKERS PTY. LTD.
EQUINE & LIVESTOCK DIVISION

ACN 007 422 273

ANDALANA  ° Quality Alpacas
for Sale
C'\ * Agistment
{Q // * Stud Services
N

Engquiries: Jennifer Cochrane

| (059) 425 453
ALPACA FARM 015 550 997

BUNGALOOK

ALPACA FARM
PROUDLY ANNOUNCES THE ARRIVAL OF

WYONA SOLO

SOLID BROWN SIRE
WINNER OF THE SYDNEY ROYAL SHOW 1993
SUPERB FLEECE, TEMPERAMENT AND
CONFORMATION
CONSISTANT SIRE OF SOLID BLACKS AND
BROWNS

NOW STANDING AT STUD IN GIPPSLAND
STUD FEE $1200

Also available: Quality pregnant females for sale
Complete agistment and stud service to breeders
and investors.

For further information please contact :
Cheryl Lord
BUNGALOOK ALPACA FARM
Lakes Entrance, Victoria.

Ph/Fax (051) 55 4505




PACAPICS
WIN $50.00!

Send us your Paca Pic with an appropriate caption,
We'll feature the best pics received with a stud name credit
Our judges will award $50 to the sender of the winning entry in each issve.
If your photo is featured on the front cover of an issue of Alpacas Australia, you'll receive $150.00.

| This issue’s great line up appears on pPages 50-51

Acknowledgements

As usual there are a number of people
who have been of great assistance in
putting together this issue of Alpacas
Australia,

In particular, we are grateful for
contributions of photographs from
Philippa Ernst, Janie Hicks and Jude
Anderson. Thanks also to Christine
Nicolas of Pengelly Alpaca Stud, who
provided our cover photograph. In
fesponse to our phone call, she drove POUSK CAESAR’S GoLp
from Kyneton to our office, bringing Australia's
us a number of excellent photographs.
Our only difficulty was deciding
which one to use!

There were many articles submit-
ted for publication — o0 many for
this issue. They have provided the
basis of December’s magazine, but
we'll certainly need more. If you have
& story youd like to share with our
readers, please send it in. Listed on
page 59 are copy deadlines for all
issues to the end of 1996,

We would like more short articles,
They help increase our topic range
and provide useful breaks between
longer stories. If you have a good pic-
ture to go with the text, all the better.

Remember, to0, that we would like
to hear your points of view on matters
affecting the industry. Our ‘Letters to
the Editor’ column is your forum for
opinions and discussions. Why not
1ave your say?
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AAA NOTES

7Y “here is never a dull moment in
the alpaca industry.

In June, the first seminar since the
inaugural seminar in 1991 was held in
Victoria, at Deakin University in
Geelong. It was acclaimed as a great
success. Of special significance was the
launch of the Australian Alpaca Mark

The National Committee recently
met in Sydney for the first all-weekend
meeting. This gave the time, not only
for the management of day-to-day
affairs but also to address future policy.

AOBA

International issues steadily become
more interesting. We have an excellent
relationship with the American
Owners and Breeders Association

(AOBA) that keeps us well informed

contributed by Ken Alston

about any problems with the only
other worthwhile alpaca register.

Moves to tighten import
standards

The AOBA has become aware that its
overall standards for acceptance of
imports from South America are not
sufficiently stringent. With the back-
ing of a very high proportion of their
members, they propose to substantial-
ly improve these standards.

‘Private’ quarantine

A new departure in the USA is to use
privatised quarantine entry points to
supplement the facilities of the world
standard facility at Key West, Florida.
This move is not popular with AOBA
members.

AAA President, Gray Morgan, was presented with the original Australian Alpaca
Mark in its three versions by the members of the Fibre Research and Development
Sub-commistee (from lefi, top): Roger Haldane, Gray Morgan, Philippa Ernst;
(below): Chris Williams and Graeme Dickson.

m ALPACAS SPRING 1995

Pressure for additional
offshore quarantine

Our members will know that a proto-
col has recently been signed with Peru.
In addition to quarantine time in
Peru, animals will need to be held at
the Cocos Island quarantine station
for a full year instead of the previous-
ly shorter period. As this will restrict
the number of animals being passed
through per year, there is general pres-
sure to have an additional offshore
island as a second entry quarantine.

The Federal Quarantine Authority
(AQIS) has circulated a discussion
paper defining the basic requirements.
Cocos Island has a high reputation
and any new facility must meet its
standards. The Pacific Ocean has
innumerable islands, but few will
meet the obvious requirements.

National Office dealing
with registrations

Over the last four years the
Association and ABRI have continued
to improve the registration procedures
that are a corner-stone of our industry.
We are striving to be even more pro-
fessional.

With a strong team, the National
Office is taking more responsibility
for this process. It is now a require-
ment that all registrations, transfers,
certification and import paperwork be
sent initially to the National Office.
After checking, the National Office
will forward the material to ABRI for
data base entry. All enquiries should
be directed to the National Office.
Cheers!



EDITORIAL AND ADVERTISING DEADLINES

The following are deadlines Jor the
submission of editorial and adver-
tising material Jor the remaining
1995 issue of Alpacas Australia and
Jor the four 1996 issyes.

Issue 13 — Summer
Due: December 1995
Deadline: Friday 20 October

Issue 14 — Autumn
Due: March 1996
Deadline: Friday 19 January

Issue 15 — Winter
Due: June 1996
Deadline: Friday 19 April

Issue 16 — Spring
Due: September 1996
Deadline: Friday 19 July

Issue 17 — Summer
Due: December 199¢
Deadline: Friday 18 October

Editorial
(including ‘Letters to the Editor’)

Please mark 4] editorial contributions
7o the attention of Carol Hosking.

If possible, all editorial contributions
should be typed. Visual material can
be colour photographs or transparen-
cies. We will endeavour to return all
photos and slides.

f‘\dvertising

Please mark 4l advertising material o
the atention of Joy Vellios.

Rates and specifications are available
m request. We can accept camera
cady material or will produce adver-
ising material to specification.

1995 and 1996

{ Please address all editorial and
| advertising to:

For further information

Phone: (03) 9428 9663
Fax:  (03) 9428 2728
Mobile (Joy): 015 043 595

during business hours,

PTW Deskeop & Design
Unit 9, 663 Victoria Street
Abbotsford 3067 Victoria

INCA BLACK MAGIC

* Jet black sire * Superb Fleece

* Senior Champion, temgcmm'cnt
Royal Melbourne confirmation
Show 1992 * Progeny available

for inspection

STUD FEE $1250

Also standing at stud CENTURI
GREY BEAR . xsﬁttracuve Dark Fawn

WL ! * Super Dense Fleece
* Beauriful light/medium grey * Excellent coverage and
* Soft handling, fine dense flecce conformation
* Excellent conformation * Progeny available for inspection
* Stud fee $1000 * Stud Fee $1000

* All possible advice and Support to new and existing breeders
* Agistment available; All animals under 24 hour care

Enquiries and inspections welcome ...

Contact: Mandy or Craig Lawton

Phone: (02) 652 2638 of (02) 652 2777
Fax:  (02) 652 2639

998 OLD NORTHERN ROAD, GLENORIE (SYDNEY)
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COMING EVENTS

30 SEPTEMBER—7 OCTOBER
Perth Royal Show

At Claremont Showgrounds, WA.
Fleece judging, 10.30 am, Saturday 30
September; animal judging 9 am,
Sunday 1 October. Alpacas will be on
display throughout the Show at the
new Tom Wilding Pavilion. Contact

Colin Brown (09) 397 0542.

2 OCTOBER
Strathalbyn Show, SA

Alpaca judging. Contact Denise
Moysey (08) 391 3270.

13-15 OCTOBER

Gosford Show, NSW
Alpacas on display. Judging Sunday.
Contact Wayne Clymo, after hours
only on phone/fax: (043) 621 804.

15 OCTOBER

Annual General Meeting
Eastern Region, Vic

At ‘Montrose Town Centre’ at 10 am.

Contact Lyla Fisher (059) 985 245.

22 OCTOBER

Kyneton Alpaca Expo
Vic Central Region
To be held at Oaklands Junction Stud
Stock Complex. See page 49 for more
details

29 OCTOBER

Alpaca Extravaganza
Vic Eastern Region

Premier show and auction, displays at
trade stalls at KCC Park, Dandenong-
Hastings Road, Lyndhurst. Contact
Bill Plunkett: (03) 9437 1534.

6 NOVEMBER

Gala Dinner
Vic Eastern Region

Presentation dinner for $1,000 fleece
competition and presentation of the
Alpaca of the Year award. Contact Bill
Plunkett (03) 9437 1534.

10—11 NOVEMBER
Albany Agricultural Show, WA
Alpaca judging Friday 10 November

from 10 am. Enquiries to Laurie Binks

(098) 409 262

18 NOVEMBER

Lilydale Show, Vic
Commencement of Alpaca of the
Year’ all

regions). For further information,

contact Bill Plunkett: (03) 9437 1534,

competition (open to

ORDER FORM

Publications
Fibre Report
Seminar Proceedings
Roseworthy 1993
Canberra 1994
Geelong 1995
Promoting Alpacas Is Easy
Alpacas Australia magazine, 4 back issues
The Alpaca Book: Hoffman & Fowler
Animal Breeding & Production: Escobar

Medicine and Surgery of South American Camelids: Fowler

‘An Introduction to Alpacas’ Video
‘Camelids’, Veterinary Proceedings 1995

All prices include postage and handling

Photocopy or cut out this order form and send to
AUSTRALIAN ALPACA ASSOCIATION INC.
PO Box 464
Brentford Square Victoria 3131

Please tick the appropriate box/es. |
$14.00 R D Please send me a FREE alpaca
information kit
$22.00 S,
$22.00 $ l:] 1 would like to subscribe to the
$ 2' 00 s quarterly magazine, Alpacas
$7.OO S Australin,
$14'00 $ . [ enclose my cheque for
. T T TSR
$142.00 B, Australia $A28
$63.00 $ .............. NCW Zealand $A35
| Overseas $A45
$162.00  $..ne.
$44.95 L S
$37.00 $ I enclose my cheque/money order
o T (made payable to the Australian Alpaca
S pay p
Total $ Association Inc.) for §..............
. NAME e
AdIess ..ooueeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeee e,
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Born Into 3 Class, Not 2 Herd.

The difference between an alpaca and a World
Class Alpaca begins before birth, As the first trye
alpaca stud in Australia, World Class Alpacas are
committed to producing the very finest stock.

Every World Class investment is of excellent
conformation, trye to type, with dense fleece of
even consistent colour.

Working in partnership with Veterinarian
Dr Anthony Stachowski, the’leading American
breeder of alpacas, our World Class approach
involves all aspects of animal husbandry,

Nutrition and health are covered extensively
ina complete breeding Program designed to pro-
duce the very finest Alpacas in Australia,

And to ensure the quality of your investment,
every World Class Alpaca comes with 3 compre-
hensive Health Certificate to ensuyre that your
ownership is both profitable and enjoyable,

- Phone now for a no obligation appointment o
view the World Class Alpaca stud. Sandra and
Laurie Harrison will be delighted to show you the
fine selection of World Class investments,

World Class

ALPA

© “GLENWOOD* THREE CHAIN ROAD

CAS

T

COBAW VICTORIA 3442
PHONE: (054) 270 500 FaX: (054) 270 ¢85

Battars & MecKay 806WCA



LITE ALPACAS

We believe the future of the Australian Alpaca Industry lie
access to the best genetics in the world.

Please call or fax if you would like a copy of our
Elite Genetics brochure.

We also have on offer a small herd of Suris.

Suricaya ALpacAa STuD
HAmILTON BRIDGES & AssocIATES Pty Lo

TELEPHONE: (053) 487 744 FacsimiLE: (053) 487 754




