


ALPACA STUD

Kyneton, Victoria

g ol v

14 /meﬁ/{ﬂb'?/?% %772(3&

Solid Black
Junior Champion Male

Kyneton 1994 B 7 .- g
R{‘ ) st
-5¢, S
K"\-..\_\_\_‘_\\ Tva &

s h; .
mwp](”i
qaile

\HH"‘-\_

A selection of pregnant females and Weanlin%s for sale.
Sales and agistment. Stud services and mobile mating.
Government approved health status.

“Prospect” 2.8k South of Kyneton an easy hours
drive from Melbourne.

Christine and Peter Nicolas
PHONE 054 22 6540 FAX 054 22 6544
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Message from

Concentrating on this

miracle fibre

Fibre of the Gods is a description
frequently applied to alpaca fibre.

It is said to stem from the Incan
legend of Inti, the Sun God, who cre-
ated the alpaca as a reward for the gifts
of the Inca peoples.

Maybe the description reflects the
alpaca’s talent for survival in the his-
torical sense. The Andean Indians
were conquered by the Incas and the
Incas, in turn, were conquered by the
Spanish — the alpaca surviving both
conquests.

That we have both the animals and
their fibre in our country today is cer-
tainly a situation to give thanks for.

This issue of the magazine deals
with a number of aspects of fibre. As
our industry slowly changes its base
from animals to fibre, we all need to
concentrate on issues affecting fibre:
its growth, harvesting, storage and
handling,

The Association recommends a
number of courses and other activities
that are designed to assist members
with their fibre production and sort-
ing.

An introduction to alpaca fibre’, is
a course conducted by Cameron Hol,
normally held at the Pascoe Vale cam-
pus of the Melbourne College of
Textiles or held on site by a region.

The Melbourne College of Textiles
conducts courses on shearing and care
of shearing plant.

‘Cria to Criation’ is our forthcom-
ing international industry seminar to
be held in Geelong from 7 to 9 July
this year.

n ALPACAS AUTUMN 1995

Members will have been pleased to
hear of the formation of the ‘Fibre
Co-operative’ at our last general meet-
ing held in April, in Sydney.

Whilst the co-operative is a sepa-
rate legal entity for commercial rea-
sons, its membership is open only to
Association members.

Our Fibre Research sub-committee
is working on producing a listing of
facilities around Australia so that
members who wish to utilise their
own fibre can find out where scour-
ing, carding, combing, dyeing, blend-
ing and spinning may be carried out.

The fashion slant to this issue of
Alpacas Australia is a timely reminder
of the extraordinary versatility of
alpaca fibre. In creative hands, there’s
no end to the ways in which it can be
used. And that's exactly what the
Association and all its members are
working towards — an industry that
not only produces top quality fibre,
but believes in Value—adding, with the
talent of Australian designers and
manufacturers,

Gray Morgan
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an interview with

Jonathan Ward

ucked away in the heart of the

by MiChaeI Str inger I fashion and social Mecca of

The first in a series
of interviews with
Australian alpaca

Jashion designers

Sydney is leafy Cross Street in Double
Bay. From the sidewalk coffee shops
one can sit and watch the beautifiy]
people promenade in the autumn sun.
Along this street is 3 neat, two-storey
premises with a brass plaque on the
front gate that announces, Jonathan
Ward Couture, by appointment only,

I am here to speak with Jonathan
Ward about alpaca fibre.

Jonathan Ward was born on a
sheep and cattle starion south of
Nyngan in far western New South

Wales. He was educated in Sydney
and spent six years as a wool classer,
He has owned merino sheep, first
cross ewes, a Poll Dorset fat lamb
enterprise and a Border Leicester stud,

Interested in the clothing industry
and with a talent for drawing,
Jonathan undertook a design course at
East Sydney Technical College and
then went to New York to study at the
Parson College of Art and Design. On
his return to Australia he worked for
Robert Burton Fashion Design, well
known in women’s fashion and then
joined Harry Thurston, a men’s fash-

A Agistment for investors
A Supp_ort for new owners

BENLEIGH
ALPACA STUD

Geelong, Victorig

A Breeders of blue ribbon stock

4 Owners of two Supreme champions
A Top quality Alpacas in a variety of colours for sale

A Pregnancy diagnosed by ultrasound and Certificate supplied

FOR AN APPOINTMENT CONTACT
ALLAN AND CAROLYN JINKS

TEL: (052) 502 737 FAX: (052) 503 447

Bewteizh hao the expencence
ax&;e;&{ea'mewm
MWW?
can offer!
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L you wan

to ﬂpuy Aﬂp@,@&s

there’s something

vou should know

Not all Aﬂp&c&s are the same.

It sounds obvious but it’s sometimes forgotten. Like
any Lreeding inclus’cry there is a large cliversity
between the quality of different Alpacas. So if
you're Luying you want to be sure your animals are

going to be of the best quality.
How do you do that?

A good place to start is to talk to us at Coolaroo
Alpaca Stud. We've been l)reecling Alpacas for seven
years and in that time we've achieved some
impressive results. For example, Coolaroo stock has
won championship prizes, twice supreme each year
at the Sydney Royal Show since Alpacas have been
judged there. In addition we've taken out a host of

other Supreme Championships in shows such as

Castle Hiﬂ, Moss Vale, Berry and N ewcastle.

On top of that we've set Australian record prices at
auction for stud rnales, pregnant females and

unjoined females. Eviclently we're not the only ones

who believe Coolaroo stock are of the highest
quality.

Whether you're interested in buying or fincling out
more about Alpaca.s call us or fill out the coupon
below and we'll send you a free information kit.

You'll soon see Why it’s true that not all Alpacas are

the same.

e 1
:I Yes, I would like to know more about Alpacas, ;l
! !
{ Nameteooo
Addresst oo
{ Phone Nov.o.......... Fax. Not oo
T i

The Coolaroo Alpaca Stud

Janie Hicks Ph: 02 398 1364 or Fax: 02 398 6888 or
Philip and Judith Street Ph: 048 785 118 Fax: 048 785 233

High Range, Mittagong 2575 NSW



ion house. A stinc as a freelance
designer for a fashion magazine com-
pleted his ‘apprenticeship’.

Ten years ago, Jonathan Ward
began his own house, Today his mar-
ket is high fashjon: evening wear,
bridal gowns and 2 range of co-ordi-
nates for afternoon and after-five,

He is passionate aboyr the use of
natural fibres: silk, wool, cotton, linen
and alpaca.

‘Man-made fibre just doesn’t have
the same fall, drop, lustre, feel and tex-
ture,” he comments,

‘The thing with couture is that you
can't do anything under $1,500. See
that coat? Thar’s alpaca, and worth
cvery penny.” He pointed to 4 photo-
graph. The white coar the model wore
looked to me more Jike white mink,

"The design won't dare, This gar-
ment can be taken our of the ward-
tobe in ten years and it will still be
fashionable. It’s 5o versatile — as cagy-
HI wear or r."\’c‘ning WEAr or even 4 coar
to go to the races.” The stunning coat

was designed by Jonathan and made
in Australia [picsured o 2 40

Because of its lightness, and shape
retaining features, Jonathan believes
alpaca fibre makes ‘the ideal travelling
garment.’

“The quality of the fibre is second
to none and it is ideal for both sum-
mer and winter wear, I won't crush
and even if yoy are rough with it, the
creases fall out after the garment is
hung for a while. Being so lighe-
weight it makes idea] luggage and it
suits so many situations and climates.
With the right styles, alpaca will sujt
ost occasions, which means you
need a minimum of garments. You
look good and traye] light.’

As a natural fibre, alpaca has defi-
nite marketing advantages. ‘Organics
are the go. Things that are natura| are
a big plus near the human body.’

He believes alpaca has g great
future in Australia and is right behind
the development of , strong fibre

(BFERE

industry. He s also a strong supporter
of value adding, advocating the devel-
opment of a solid manufacturing base,
possibly in conjunction with the
Japanese. He bemoans the fact that 2
mere two per cent of the Australian
wool clip is utilised in Australia,

“We are exporting the raw materia]
and all the valye adding is done over-
seas. Then, we import the fabric and
make fashion garments oy of it

‘What is needed is to develop the
alpaca breeding herds to 2 stage where

Australia has sufficient qQuantities of
fibre to become 2 commercially viable
fabric manufaceurer. Concentrate on
fine fibre rather than coarse; the wom-
en’s market is much bigger than the
men's and women’s fashjon needs finer
fibre. Get sufficient animals to pro-
duce commercial quantities of fibre
and look at blends with other fibres.’
‘Export at first, if necessary, but
then develop an Australian fine fibre
miﬂing/manufacturing industry pro-
ducing really fine fabric and cloth.’
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* CONSISTENT MELBOURNE Rovar WiNNERS
® FEMALES SoLp MaTeD TO CHAMPIONS
® QUALITY MATING SERVICE

° Mopgr HusBaNDRY

— EXCELLENT PasTURE

Irene & Ken Allsron, Launching Llace, Varra Valley, Victoria,
Lelephone: (059) 67 3338 Facsimil,: (059) 67 3634
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The Maremma Ap ENJ@

STEP 1

INSTIGATE MOVEMENT
WITH GENTLE PRES-
SURE ON THE HALTER.

STEP 2

ONCE MOVEMENT HAS
BEEN ESTABLISHED
PROCEED RAPIDLY.

| STEP 3

ENCOURAGE SMOOTH
CORNERING AND AN EVEN
PACE UNTIL...

YOUR DESTINATION HAS BEEN REACHED.

WITH ’l‘llANKS TO “COCH*
FOR HER CO-OPERATION
(ACAC]A ALPACAS, OURINEBAN)
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SHANBROOKE
ALPACA STUD

"Breeding for the Futyre’

PERUVIAN EXCELLENCE
Representing extreme density and fineness.
Outstanding lustre and crimp. True to type.

STANDING AT STUD
Superior stud sire

Purrumbete El-Dorado
B

OUR LATEST EDITION 4%
Purrumbete “Portia” &

*Limited number of specially selected Peruvian alpacas for sale
in Australia now — agents for Hamilton/Bridges

RON & DIANNE CONDON — TEL: (03) 730 1399
FAX: (03) 730 1031 MOBILE: 015 547 630




Wether owners take
plunge into breeding

Paul and Georgie Southam of
Gnangara WA, at 23 and 25 years
of age respectively, may be two of our

youngest stud owners as well as some

of the most enthusiastic. Paul is a hor-
ticulturist and Georgie a vet nurse.

Their first ‘fatal attraction’ occurred
whilst on their honeymoon  at
Denmark W.A. in November 1993
when they visited Pentland Alpaca Stud
and Tourist Farm. There, they met
‘Chile’, a young brown alpaca wether.
They cut their holiday short and, with
the funds they saved, came home with
‘Chile’.

For the next twelve months, they
had little to do with the Alpaca
Association, but entered ‘Chile’ in the
inaugural alpaca judging at the Perth
Royal Show in October 1996, ‘Chjle
won the wether class and was shorn as
a demonstration to all show spectators
and prime-time television news view-
ers. Spending the show week with
other alpaca further
impressed them as to the benefit of
breeding alpacas. The purchased a lit-
tle multi male alpaca ‘Inca’ as compa-
ny for ‘Chile’ during promotional

exhibitors

events and set about trying to raise the
funds to get themselves a female, The
new addition meant they had to move
from their residential block in the sub-
urbs to four acres just north of the city.

Georgie and Paul joined the
Association and  formed Aztec
Alpacas. With much searching and
saving, they finally accumulated
enough funds to purchase Lady’, a
four-year-old brown female, in
January 1995, from Philip and Jenny
Coates of Carlton Lea in Denmark.

February 1995 saw 90-0dd mem-
bers of the AAA and guests meet at
Philip and Jenny’s for the start of the
progressive Southwest Alpaca Stud
Trek that ended with dinner and a bj-
monthly meeting at Paul and
Georgie’s. It was then that they dis-
covered that ‘Lady’ had given birth to
a  healthy brown female cria!
Everybody admired the new addition
and congratulated the new, proud par-
ents (Georgie and Paul, thar is!).

Breeding for |
xcellence

Standing at stud.

¢ World class ‘Night Moves’
blue black.

+ World class ‘Beastmaster’
medium fawn.

e —

¢ Quality pregnant females
and weanlings available for sale.

¢ New breeders and investors
most welcome.

+ Boarding and total
management available, I

Ridge Road, The Summit, Stanthorpe,
PHONE: Margaret 07 359 9989 or Stud 076 83 9354
AH. 07 266 8269
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Cathy can recommend her
lifestyle to anyone

y first introduction to the wonderfy] world of alpacas
Mwas at the Sheep and Woolcraft Show in 1993. 1 had
initially gone along to look ar goats and assess their suitabjl-
ity for my newly acquired property at Wonga Park.

Having quickly crossed goats off my list of possibilities, I
headed for the alpaca pens and consequently have not
looked back.

Next, I took my two small sons to the 1993 Pakenham
Field Day to gain some more knowledge of these wonderful
animals. (There had to be a carch somewhere — no animal
could be that good!)

Well! After rescuing my small son, Ben, from the middle
of an alpaca shearing demonstration (how embarrassing —
people still remember me from there) I decided that here
was an animal I could care for myself. Ir was safe for children
to be around and was a good investment as well. I owned my

Feeding time! Masthew Fxon with 4 bungry alpaca.

autumn 1994 and contrary to whar I have been told about
alpacas giving birch during daylight hours, he was born at
9.30 pm. What an experience for the boys! He was a beau-

first two alpacas within a month,

I was so taken with them that I bought two pregnant
females, two wethers and a male before Christmas 1993 and
now I have three crias born in 1994 and am expecting three
more this year. My first cria was born on the last day of

Snap ;0"

Jennifer halter training the McAuliffe's
Jyoung male alpaca.

Wanneroo, WA have been teaching
I time for the past 25 years. Last
year, while on long service leave, they

Jim and Jennifer McAuliffe of

qTeachéng children an

tiful medium fawn colour so we named him Autumn Glory.

I have learnt a lot about what I can do and also what my
two sons are capable of doing. It is a lifestyle I really enjoy
and I can recommend it to anyone. [Cathy Exon]

raising alpacas

set about investigating various prima-
ry industries for their 10-acre proper-
ty on the outskirts of Perth. Jim grew
up on a farm and has always had some
form of farming venture on the go.
Alpacas seemed to satisfy all require-
ments for primary production on
their property, being easy to manage
and gentle to the fragile sandy soils of
the area.

The McAuliffes starting herd con-
sisted of three pregnant female alpaca,
one with a male cria at foot.

Their young male is now halter
trained and suitable for promotional
work at fairs and shows. The females
have not been halter trained. They are
primarily breeders and are not overly
stressed as they are getting close to deliv-

ery. Jenny has an individual character
description for each of the alpacas.

Jim and Jenny provide a good
example of how alpaca breeding can
offer advantages, regardless of herd
size. In their case, there are two dis-
tinct advantages: for tax purposes in
qualifying for primary producer sta-
tus; and the suitability of alpacas for
farming on a small area. They have
found alpacas easy to handle, requir-
ing minimal supervision other than
during late stages of pregnancies.
They can easily integrate the work on
the farm with full time teaching,

The alpacas are obviously a delight
to Jim and Jenny — 2 delight which
will be further magnified by the forth-
coming birth of their crias.

ALPACAS WINTER 1995 n



FIBRE: IS FINER BETTER?

By Peter Sporle

Should we all go ‘micron
mad’? Or are there other

considerations?

m ALPACAS WINTER 1995

he question on many an alpaca
breeder’s lips is: ‘s finer fibre bet-
ter?’? The answer is an obvious ‘Yes'.
However, as with any obvious answer,
there are many other questions raised.

What is the pre-existing level of
fineness? What are the long term ver-
sus short term genetic constraints?
Does excessive variation exist even
within the finer end of the micron
spectrum? What are the manufactur-
ing constraints?

Yes, fineness does lead to excellence
(justas 1 is closer to 2 than, say, 8, but
it’s pure maths). The lower the gradi-
ent, the tighter the parameters. To
simply state the obvious in no way
suggests a practical and achievable

path to excellence either within herd
or across herd.

Micron madness

‘Micron madness’ overtook the merino
industry in recent times. Little account
was taken of environmental con-
straints and no account taken of the
market for ‘finer’ wool. The outcome
was an over-supply of inferior fine
wool due to low tensile strength; high
vegetable fault contamination; micron
variability and #o market development
for superior wool in the broader
micron range.

The overall result was a reduced
market share for wool in a fiercely

Vo2 .Z30
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Fig. 1. OFDA description of a fine fibre ar 20.19 micron.

Note the significant number of fibres greater than 20 micron and up to 47 micron
in diameter, giving an unacceptable CV of 29.5%.



competitive international fibre market
where wool constitues only about 4
per cent of textile fibre, be good,
bad or indifferent.

It would be unwise for the alpaca
industry to go down that same path,

First, and most importantly, Aus-
tralian alpaca ‘across the board’ is nor
fine and does not even approach fine
In terms of average fibre diameter.
Coupled with this js a large co-effi-
cient of variation at any given mean
micron both on individual animals
and between animals within herds.

:Secondly, there is no scope for
short term, dramaric genetic influence
on reduction in micron on an indus-
try-wide basis, due to the very small
gene pool or herd size, particularly
considering the constraines of single
trait selection at this very early stage of
the alpaca industry.

Genetics is a numbers game and
alpacas don't have the numbers,

So we must ask the right questions
in order to get the answer in an achiev-
able perspective, Perhaps a better ques-
tion is, ‘How should the alpaca indus-
try pursue fibre excellence?’

Achieving excellence
What is an excellent fibre?

First, we need to qualify what we mean
by excellence. Then we can address
how we go about achieving it. And rest
assured, that it has all been done
before, not with alpaca perhaps, bur
certainly with wool —_ something
about which we Australians know a lot!

An excellent fibre is one with uni-
formity, in terms of both its diameter
and length, which contribute to soft-
ness or ‘handle’. It will be free of veg-
etable fault such as clover burr and
grass seed. Tensile strength will be
high, due mostly to good nutrition
through the growing period (usually
12 months). All these things together
contribute to excellence and they do
50 in a// micron ranges.

Management
Reduction in vegetable fault and
improved tensile strength are manage-
ment issues. That means you are
responsible, not the alpaca. Clean pas-
tures; proper hay racks and feed
troughs; shearing before seed set in
late spring/early summer; clean shear-
ing arrangements; proper skirting of
fleece; and proper storage are your
responsibility and are neither expen-
sive nor difficult to implement.

Selection and breeding

Now for the more difficult task of
reducing variation in micron and
length. First, this is a long term pro-
gram. Using the best available science
and perfect management, improve-

Date 3/ 8/92
Sameple ID : 1 332
Description 3 297
Lot/Client :

Operator t 4

Sample limit t 2000
Xform table ; 8

ment will be slow, Nonetheless, real
progress can be made as co-efficient of
variation is more responsive to genetic
pressure than reduction in micron
alone. Getting finer is slower.

Remember, fine micron fibre can
have as much variation as broader
micron fibre. Look at the example in
Fig. 1. The average micron is 20.19;
that would suggest a very fine fibre,
but look at the CV at 29.5% — i.e.
about one-third of the fibres are more
than 25 and up to 47 micron. Much
of this fibre would be kemp or medu-
lated, more like hair than alpaca and
not soft to handle,

This is where singular selection for
fineness falls down, Unless the varia-
tion is addressed art the same time and
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Fig. 2. OFDA description of an excellent Sfibre
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given priority over mean fineness, no
impact will be made on achieving
fibre excellence. Real progress in the
pursuit of excellence will be made
using males that are not particularly
fine, say 22 to 27 micron, where their
CV is lower than 20%. In sheep, these
are the ones that ‘pay the bills’. Their
fleece weights are usually higher along
with body weights; longevity is better
and reproductive performance superi-
or to their small-framed, low body
weighe, low flecce weight ‘super fine’
relations.

Take, for example, the fibre in
Fig. 2 at nearly 29 micron. This fleece
is certainly ‘broad’; in fact, a good 10
micron away from being ‘fine’. But
look at the CV at an amazing 15.6%.
This is excellence in every sense of the
word. No medulation in this sample
and not a hint of ‘prickle’ that causes
so many comfort problems in natural
fibre knitwear. And, like all natural
fibre with this kind of low variation,
the ‘handle’ or softness would be mag-
nificent — much better, in fact, than
the sample in Fig. 1, fine as it is.

Perfection may well be a 20 micron

alpaca male with a CV of 12% and a
clean fleece weight of 5 kg. But the
reality is something like twenty gener-
ations away.

So, what do we do in the interim?
How do we pay the bills and, at the
same time, make real progress in
achieving fibre excellence? While you
contemplate that, understand that it
has taken the wool industry over 100
years to achieve the high standards it
has. Yet, there are still some very ‘ordi-
nary’ sheep about.

Don’t assume fineness —
measure it

The range you will experience will be
from 18/000 to 35/000th of a mil-
limeter, hardly something you can see.
And don’t imagine that ‘it’s fine if it’s
soft’. All alpaca is soft and silky to the
touch; even the worst alpaca ‘feels
great. Use the services of the
Melbourne College of Textiles Fleece
Testing Service and authorise the use
of the results in the National Alpaca
Fleece Recording Scheme. This way,
the whole industry benefits.

Measurement is the first require-
ment on the road to excellence.

Be a competent manager

Your role as the provider to the animal
will have a more profound impact on
‘quality control’ in the production of
elite fibre than all the genetic, scientif-
ic and philosophical parameters put
together. So often, in animal produc-
tion, we see genctic gain masked by
poor management; or we see supposed
genetic gain manipulated by excessive
management such as over-feeding,
artificial environments and show ring
trivia.

Keep it simple

* Measure your starting point and
your progress.

* Manage your asset in a practical,
cost effective and enjoyable way.

*  Co-operate as individuals and as an
industry in achieving excellence in
alpaca fibre.

Sure, you can get finer — but make
sure you get better as well.,

New herd management
program released

IpacaTech is a Windows-based

computer program, written and
developed in Australia specifically for
the alpaca industry. Its aim is to enable
alpaca breeders to efficiently and easi-
ly input information and to maintain
comprehensive records on each animal
in their herd.

The program is simple to operate
and extremely flexible, allowing the
user to search, find, add, update and
print any information which is in the
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system at any time. It also features a
number of prompts that are designed
to remind operators about various
tasks scheduled for completion by a
given date.

The program is currently available
for IBM compatible computers and
will shortly be available for Apple Mac
users.

AlpacaTech is designed principally
to be an aid to management. Accurate
information recording of weights,

condition scores, fibre characteristics,
health and reproduction are encour-
aged and facilitated. Reports for each
of these can be sent to screen, printer
or to spreadsheet.

Features

The ‘Find and Browse’ feature allows
the user to select an animal by tag,
IAR, or by name.

‘Hot Keys’ allow instant viewing of
any available information about the



selected animal: breeding (pedigree
tree), progeny, sire, dam, classing
information, fleece details, shearing
weights, body weights and a full
health and vet history.

The Job Scheduler allows the
scheduling of any job on the farm. For
example, all vaccinations thar are best
completed by a certain age can be
scheduled and, when an animal reach-
es that age, the program will remind
the operator that the deadline for vac-
cinations has been reached.

The Job Scheduler can be set so
that all jobs can be entered to make up
a 12-month diary. Should plans
change, jobs in the diary can easily be
rescheduled.

The classing and entry screen
allows all previous classing data to be
viewed for extra analysis and as an aid
to correct decision making,

All weights can be recorded in
AlpacaTech and the program will not

only calculate all gains and losses, but
will also alert the user where losses are
detected. This is particularly useful for
monitoring of pregnant females.

There’s an efficient joining and
pregnancies system that can record
failed matings, pregnancy tests and
scannings, weight gains and losses,
expected birthing date and all previ-
ous joining histories.

Medical history is tied to veterinary
job lists providing full medical infor-
mation at a glance. This is invaluable
in tracing and helping to solve recur-
ring or related health problems. I is
also possible to view dam and sire
details in this section, allowing instant
checks on the possibility of inherited
problems.

Fleece data can also be read into the
system. AlpacaTech personnel will load
this information for you if your test
house is not listed within the program
and add that test house to the list.

Marketing

AlpacaTech is marketed directlyby the
developers and the purchase price will
include a full year of backup and sup-
port. Training is also available.

The program has been jointly
developed by:

Adele Feakes BVSc, practising vet-

erinarian and livestock adviser;

Doug Henry B.E.(Chem) a profes-

sional computer analyst and devel-

oper in Micosoft Foxpro; and

Tan Willersdorf, agricultural con-

sultant, currently consulting to a

leading Australian merino stud in

the area of accounting and com-
puter implementation.

Further information about Alpaca-
Tech can be obtained during business
hours from

Adele Feakes, (087) 621 955;

Doug Henry (03) 9583 8374,

or lan Willersdorf, (058) 846 604.
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TWINNING
IN LLAMAS

by Murray E. Fowler, D.V.M.

(Our story on the twin alpacas,
Snugglepor and Cuddlepie, in the last
issue, aroused our curiosity. Why are lam-
oid twin live births so rare? How do twins
occur? This material first appeared in the
U.S. magazine Llamas in October 1990.
We are grateful to the editor for permis-
sion to reprint it here and to the author
Jor his efforts in responding 1o our request
for material and providing it to us so

promptly.]

he arrival of twin crias on a llama

ranch brings a special joy, but
those who have experienced such an
event agree that the blessing is mixed
with the hard realities of extra work
and expense. The author has identi-
fied 16 pairs of live birth twins in the
United States and Canada (Table 1).
No twins have been reported in
alpacas. There are no written reports
of twinning in lamoids in Peru, but
colleagues have mentioned it as being
extremely rare.

The birth of multiple offspring is
usual in many species of animals. In
those species that normally have only
one offspring at a time, the birth of
twins, triplets or other multiples, pre-
sents  some  special challenges.
Humans have had a special curiosity
about twins in their own species since
the beginning of time. Identical twins
were noted, but it was also observed
that twins could be quite different.

The writings of Aristotle (350 B.C.)
describe the special circumstances that
may pertain if a heifer calf is born twin
to a bull calf. A recent episode in which
it appeared that this phenomenon had
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occurred in a pair of aborted llama
twins prompted a review of twinning.
The author shares this information to
increase understanding of some of the
problems involved.

Why twins?

Singleton births are the normal in
many species of higher mammals,
including humans, cattle, horses,
goats and all of the camelids. Twins
are expected in sheep. What makes the
difference? The number of young that
are born primarily depends on the
genetic makeup of the species and, in
the case of domestic animals, on the
breed. In humans there is a variable
prevalence of twinning in different
races and ethnic groups. In the U.S.,
twins occur in one of 87 births. Some
environmental factors that influence
the prevalence of twinning will be dis-
cussed later.

There are two types of twins: iden-
tical and fraternal. Identical twins are
the product of a single ovum (egg)
that is fertilized with a single sperm.
As cell division begins, the cellular
mass splits, resulting in two individu-
als with the same genetic makeup,
including blood type and immune sta-
tus. Organ transplants and skin grafts
can be performed between identical
twins with no concern for rejection, as
may occur between fraternal twins.

Figures 1 through 3 illustrate division
of the cellular mass at various stages.
Early division (first four or five days) can
result in identical twins attached to sepa-
rate placentas (Figure 1). More com-

monly the division occurs during the
16 to 120 cell stage (eight to ten days)
in which there is a common chorion
(outer membrane) but each fetus has a

separate amnion (inner membrane)
(Figure 2). Division may occur after
the placental membranes have begun
to form, in which case the fetuses may
share the same amnion (Figure 3). It is
important to note that only one cor-
pus luteum will form to replace the
follicle (source of the ovum).

Identical twins are uncommon in
all species. In humans, only 5% of
twin births are identical. No identical
twins have been reported in llamas or
alpacas.

Fraternal (brotherly) twins result
from fertilization of two ova (eggs) by
two different sperm. The ova may
come from follicles on the same ovary
or one from the right and one from
the left. Note that there will be two
corpora lutea. In some species, the
production of progesterone for main-
tenance of pregnancy is taken over by
the placenta. Not so in llamas. The
corpus luteum (corpora lutea) must
remain functional throughout preg-
nancy.

With twins, placentation varies
depending on where the individual
embryos implant in the uterus and
whether or not fusion of the chorions
occurs. Figure 4 illustrates two follicles
formed on the same ovary, with com-
plete separation of the two placentas
and fetuses. Figure 5 illustrates a situ-
ation in which a follicle forms on each
ovary and Figure 6 illustrates fusion of
the chorions.



The development of identical twins Development of identical twins when
with division taking place at the two- division occurs at a more advanced
celled stage. cell division stage (morula).

Development of identical twins afier
the embryo and fetal membranes
begin to form.

Development of fraternal nwins from Development of fraternal twins from Development of fraternal twins where ©
1wo follicles forming on the same Jollicles formed on both ovaries.

the chorions have fused resulting ina |
ovary. There are fuwo separate common blood supply between the two
placentas. feti. '

ALPACAS WINTER 1995 m



Fraternal twins are genetically no
more related than are successive sin-
gle-birth individuals. The ova may be
fertilized by sperm from differenc sires
if multiple breeding is practised. One
ovum may be fertilized after a period
of days or even weeks. Fraternal twins
may be the same or the opposite sex.
As we shall see, if they are male and
female twins, special conditions may
prevail.

The predisposition to fraternal
twinning is hereditary in all species
studied to date. In humans, the ten-
dency for fraternal twinning to run in
families is well known. There is, how-
ever, a question as to whether or not
the father has genetic input into twin-
ning. There is ethnic variation, with a
higher prevalence in African, lower in
Caucasian and lowest in Asian ethnic
groups. The prevalence of fraternal
twins in the United States is less than
2%.

Fraternal twinning in cattle shows a
definite breed predisposition with
dairy breeds producing twins more
often than beef breeds. Other factors
that show a genetic basis for twinning
include:

* cows born as a twin are more likely
to produce twins;

* certain family lines produce more
twins; and

* selection can be made for twinning,

Fraternal twins and multiple births
may be fostered by such environmental
factors as the administration of hor-
mones that stimulate follicle produc-
tion (Gonadotrophin) stimulation hor-
mone (GnRH) and follicle stimulating
hormone (FSH). These hormones may
produce what is known as superovula-
tion (the development of multiple fol-
licles). Superovulation is desired in

embryo transfer projects. In one female
llama that was treated with FSH over a
period of five days, an ultrasound eval-
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uation of one ovary showed develop-
ment of ten mature follicles.
Superovulation doesn’t necessarily
result in multiple births because other
factors operate, such as quality of the
sperm, receptive state of the uterine
mucosa, health of the uterus and the
nutritional status of the dam.

Freemartins

The term ‘freemartin’ is derived from
French words and was first used to
describe a female bovine calf born
twin to a bull calf. In over 95% of
such twins in cattle, the female shows
varying degrees of arrested develop-
ment of the genital organs. In addi-
tion to cattle, freemartinism is known
to occur in sheep, swine, goats, poul-
try and, rarely, in horses. A freemartin
has also been identified in a male and
female pair of llama fetuses aborted at
230 days.

& Inspection by appointment welcome
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In order for freemartinism to occur,
the two fetuses must share a common
blood supply, which can occur only if
the placentas have fused (Figure 6).
When this happens, the male twin
dominates over the female twin, caus-
ing failure of development of the vagi-
na, uterus, oviducts and even the
ovaries. In some cases, there is true
hermaphroditism (both male and
female sexual organs in the same ani-
mal). More commonly, the ovary
becomes part ovary and part testicle,
and the clitoris is enlarged. Affected
females are permanently infertile.

There is still debate as to what has
actually occurred, but because of the
common placental bloody supply,
there is an exchange of red blood cells,
bone marrow blood-forming cells and
possibly even an exchange of sex cells.
Testosterone may also affect the devel-
oping female,

There is extreme variation in the
degree to which the female twin is
affected. The female may have all the
correct anatomy, be fertile and pro-
duce normal offspring, or the tubular
genital tract may be inhibited, result-
ing in what is called an infantile
uterus. The tubular genital tract may
be absent, as was the case in the Hlama
freemartin. This female fetus had an
enlarged clitoris and a normal vulva,
but the vagina ended in a blind pouch.
The cervix, uterus, oviducts and
ovaries were absent. There may be tes-
ticular development in the female, or
there may be a complete intersex (her-
maphrodite). All but the first scenario
result in permanent sterility.

Infantile genital tracts are not rare
in llamas, and complete lack of ovaries
or infantile ovaries has also occurred.
All of these have been seen in single
birth female llamas. Could it be that
some of these females were conceived
as a twin to a male? The male influ-
ence could have occurred early, after
which the male fetus died and was
absorbed, resulting in what appeared
to be a single birth. Such a scenario is

suspected in horses. Ultrasound evalua-
tion of early pregnancies in the mare
have indicated that while there is a
20% conception rate of twins, only
1%~3% result in twin births, There is
a high incidence of early embryonic
death of one of the twins, with a per-
centage of the remaining fetuses surviy-
ing to term as apparent single births,

Concerns about twinning

At one time a concerted effort was
made in the dairy industry to promote

twinning as a method of increasing
production,

In sheep, it is expected and desired
that the ewe produce twins. However,
the birth of triplets in sheep and twins
in dairy cattle has resulted in more
problems than it has in increased pro-
duction.

The following factors should be
considered by the llama breeder in
regard to twinning. The list is a com-
posite of concerns about twinning
noted in livestock and humans,
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1. There is a physical strain on the
dam. She may not be able to pro-
duce sufficient milk to nourish
both twins.

2. The female may not mother both
offspring equally. This has been
demonstrated in llamas.

3. Difficult birth (dystocia) is more
common with twins.

4. Premature birth is more common.

Stillbirth rate is higher.

6. Spontaneous abortion is the rule
rather than the exception, espe-
cially with mares and llamas. One
female llama has aborted twins
five times.

7. There is a greater risk of retention
of the fetal membranes.

8. The risk of infertility in the dam
as a sequel to a twin birth is
greater.

9. The mortality rate of twins is
much higher. The birth weight of
one or both of the twins is usually
lower than desired. Twins are usu-
ally weaker and more prone to

hdl

Wyona Solo — 1st over 2 y.o. Male

infectious diseases than singletons,
Frequently, one of the twins is
smaller and weaker than the other,
and requires special care (may
require orphaning),

10. A female born twin to a male may
be a freemartin.

11. The prevalence of birth defects is
higher in twins.

12. Twinning commonly re-occurs in
the same dam. Three of the
females listed in Table 1 (opposite)
have given birth to second or third
pairs of twins and others were
known to have aborted twins.

Management of twinning
Although twinning is a familial crait, it
is not like a congenital defect. As
expressed previously, economic and
risk factors are involved in twinning. A
breeder may choose to accept twinning
as a natural phenomenon, which it is,
or actively try to avoid the production
of, or the tendency to, twin. by pur-
chasing breeding stock from lines free

of twins. This is, however, no guarantee

that twins will not occur.

If a breeder owns a female that is a
twin or has produced twins or was pro-
nounced pregnant with twins and
aborted, there are alternatives.

1. Let the female attempr to carry the
twins to term,

2. Use supplemental progesterone to

help support the twin pregnancy.

Let the female abort naturally.

4. Abort the twins with hormones
and start over.

5. Examine at 15 days post breeding
with ultrasound. If twins are pre-
sent, the embryo in the right horn
may be manually aborted, but
there is a risk that both may be
aborted in the process. This is a
technique used in mares, but has
not been employed with llamas, to
the author’s knowledge.

The alternatives should be discussed
with your veterinarian and a decision
made on the basis of what is best for
the dam and what is logical or possible.

Sl

STUD SERVICES TO SHOW
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Live Birth Twin llamas

Table 1

— — —_——— e S —_——

Date Owner Sex of Weight (Ibs) Placenta(s) Comments

Twins each Twin  Combined

September, 1981 A M F 27 17 44 2 Reported to be OK qf 2 years of age.

September, 1983 B-1 FooF 15 20 35 2 Similar color but not idenfical. | died af & months. The living
femcle has had 3 offspring (1 M, and 2 F).

October 1984 B-2 M F 20 20 40 2 Dam, same as B-1, different sire, F sold, has had 2 F oft
spring, both strong.

August, 1988 B-3 M F 20-25 20-25 40-45 2 Dam, same as B-1, third different sire, Fis bred and expeck
ed pregnant.

August, 1985 C FoF 4 14 28 2 First cria died 24 hrs. with no bladder and kidney hypcgeni-
sis; second died 6 weeks later after heart murmur and pneu-
monia.

June, 1986 D M M 13 15 28 2 1 white and 1 three-quarter white and black, 1 sold, and 1
gelded and guarding sheep.

May, 1990 D2 M F 20 17.5 37.5 2 This is second set of Jive twins boin to D-1, she aborted a set
of twins 1 year ago.

Qctober, 1986 E MM 13 13 2 2 Dam raised crias on her own, | white, 1 lan; 36 in. both
small, interest in F. Dam has not conceived since birth of the
twins,

lure, 1989 F FooF 8.5 Q 17.5 2 Small for age, 85% expected weight. Had to be iybe fed for
3 weeks as they were premature. One chocolate and the
other fawn colored.

July, 1689 G M F 18 16 34 2 Both doing well, mom raised both. Second twin was born off
in the comer of the pasture and left there. Had difficully bond-
ing.

January, 1990 H-1 M 26 26 52 2 M died ot 2 weeks of age from trauma. F sfill alive.

Fall, 1988 H-2 M - - - 2 M dead af birth. F sill alive. Dam is same as H-1, bred 1o dif-
ferent M.

-, 1989 H-3 M F - - - 2 Full sister to H-1. M deqd at birth and F still alive.

November, 1989 ! M F 4.5 13 27.5 2 Both still alive

-, 1988 ] M F <10 20 30 2 Full term. M died ot birth.

- 1988 K M F 25 18 43 2 Dom has subsequently had stillbirth twins from o different sire

and has aborted iwins.
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hat alpaca is known as “The
Fibre of the Gods’ is surely no coincidence.
1rs miracle is irs versatility.
Alpaca is glamour.
Alpaca can be the luxury of fur, the classically
elegant and avant-garde.
Accessorise it and alpaca’s as pert as a hat, or as
snug as a scarf and gloves.
Alpaca is casual. Be warm but travel light. Alpaca
wont weigh you down and loves the outdoors.
Alpaca is colour: shades as old as the earth itself
reflecting soil and sand, jet and snow and the infinite

moods of the clouds.

And alpaca is the rainbow, if we want it to be.






An oasis of alpacas

S tonemason, Tony Statton, wife, Jenny and children, Kyron

(16) and Jessica (12) have introduced alpacas into the
heartland of South Australix’s merino country with a mixture
of optimism, faith and undaunted spirit.

Their farmlet of 60 acres in the marginal farming country
on the edge of Goyders Line at Burra js not only the site of a
fine handbuilt stone home, but i also the home of Burracas
Park Alpacas — a stud of three foundation breeding stock and
a resident sire.

In 1992, the Stattons, infected by the enthusiasm, opti-
mism and potential of alpacas made their decision to enter this
fledgling industry by committing themselves to 2 five-year
plan. The plan involved two basic components: first was to
settle on brown animals as their preferred colour. The second,
to breed and not sell for five years by which time, they firmly
believed, they would have a self-supporting and profitable
business able to support them into the future.

Jenny has become so involved in the Industry that she stood

Jessica, daughter of Tony and Jenny Statton, with a young grey  for the SA Regional Committee and has produced the first
Semale at Burracas Park Abpacas. Newsletter as a result of her election.

The most important sire to 80 to Queensland.
The very best of Purrumbete breeding by the
outstanding Purrumbete Oscar.

*Simply the Best in Queenslande
A luxury fleece that you'll fall in love with.

Stud Fee $1,250
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Queensland 4285 Australia.
Wendy and Ross Summereli

Ph/ Fax 075-430 207
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the loca] Community who gpe much more attypeg
to the shorter legged,

short necked merino sheep,
“The locals haye been very wary of these api.
mals’,

A CAREFULLY SELECTED BREED
A QuaLITy ANIMALS For SAL
A AG!STMENT AVAILABLE

A NEw FENCING & MAREMMA Dog
VisiTors WELcome
CATHY Exon -~ WonGa PARK
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LEO’S LEGACY

ooo-.oco---ooo---coo.-.oo-.--o-.----o-.

by Glen Riley

Microns, ‘CVs
and ‘histograms’
demystzﬁed.

‘ >( Jhen I joined CSIRO in 1972, I

was to be part of a new
research division in Sydney. So new, in
fact, it didn’t have an operational base.
While our laboratory was being buil,
the new scientists were allocated tem-
porary lab space with the Division of
Wool Technology in the grounds of
“The Hermitage’, a charming old farm-
house built at Ryde by John Blaxland
in 1841.

Morning tea under the gianc lig-
uidambar in the courtyard provided
the perfect setting to get to know the
incumbents of this scientific retreat.

A young fellow called Leo told me
he was working on the ‘Objective
Measurements Program’ funded by
the Wool Board. He took me up to his
laboratory and showed me the pre-

prototype bench mock-up of a new
instrument for measuring the dia-
meter of wool fibres. It consisted of a
small cell in which short fibre frag-
ments were circulated in a liquid
through which a laser light beam
shone. As each fibre particle intersect-
ed the light beam, it was counted and
its diameter measured by the laser,

These were the days before desktop
computers were common. The infor-
mation was stored in a counter which
sorted the diameter measurements
into size categories and displayed the
data on an oscilloscope screen. 1
watched as a swatch of wool was sam-
pled with a pair of scissors and the
fibre particles put into the test cell. In
a very short time, a familiar curve
began to grow on the screen.

At stud Purrumbere “Badger"” quality progeny

PRESENTING PErRUVIAN “PRIMERO”’ soLID LIGHT FAWN
AND ““PODERIO” soLID WHITE*® — (*co-ownen MORGAN & GADSDEN)
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s Arrivi 59
Arriving Mz ?
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This bench mock-up eventually Figure 1.
grew to be the CSIRO’s SIROLAN-

LASERSCAN, an authentic competi- 200 =) NORMAL DISTRIBUTION
tor for the established OFDA (Optical

Fibre Diameter Analyser), the accept-
ed industry standard technique for
fibre analysis. The LASERSCAN is
marketed by CSIRO within Australia.

It is also sold and used in 11 other MEAN
countries around the world.

When I chatted with Leo those
many years ago, little did I know that
I'd be using his invention and talking
to other alpaca people about ‘mic-
rons’, ‘CVs and ‘histograms’.

Not everyone has a Leo to talk to. 100 —
There may be some members who are
not entirely comfortable with the sig-
nificance of all the information that
comes back from your friendly local
fibre scan.

We all know what a micron (abbre-
viated p) is, don’t we? No? Then, visu- —
alise your favourite adult alpaca. She
(and favourites are always female) is
about a metre high at the shoulder, A

micron is one millionth the Mean Diameter = 23.0 uM SD = 4.5 uM Cv = 19.4 %
height of your favourite alpaca. Calibration: CALSTS .CLI  Snippets counted = 2800  Acceptance = 41,271 tibres DIBpN = 4,80 Duration{scasi = §7

The page you are reading now * frequency i ; SIE?LAN_LASIERSMNZF_
is about 100y thick. Your typi- | | ' '
cal alpaca has fibre that is about
20 — 30p in diameter.

When we say our favourite
alpaca has a fibre diameter of
25p, we don’t really mean that.
She has many, many fibres and, g&
of course, will have many, many i
fibre diameters. She has an 8

. i
average (or mean) fibre diame- ik
ter that is shown on your fibre
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analysis report.

While it is important to
know the mean fibre diameter,
the diameter of all the other
fibres is also significant. The
SIROLAN-LASERSCAN mea-
sures the diameter of each and
every fibre presented to the
light beam but their individual
diameters are not reported to
you because there are some
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| would be based on a ‘normal’
distribution. This assumption
introduces a small but insignifi-
cant error for most fleeces.

A normal distribution is sym-
metrical (see Figure 1: Normal
Distribution), the mean value
being at the axis of symmetry.
The spread of the distribution
can be broad or narrow; the SD
is a measure of the spread. For a
normal distribution, the math-
ematics are such that 68% of the
measurements lie within on SD
of the mean value. Thus, the SD
is that value either side of the
mean that encompasses 68 per
cent of the measurements.

In our histograms, the SD is
expressed in microns. The CV is
merely the ratio of the SD to the
mean, expressed as a percentage.

In real life, a fibre diameter
histogram is rarely, if ever, per-
fectly symmetrical. There is usu-
ally an excess of measurements
higher than the mean. It would
be nice to think these reflect
vegetable matter or dirt or even
two fibres being measured at
once. However, CSIRO have
built a ‘discriminator’ into the

Mean Diameter = 3I4.4 RM SD = 7.4 nM CV = Z20.4 %
Calibration: CALEZZ  .CLI Snippets counted = 2800 Acreptance = 55,137 fibres »3Bulf = 79.6%2 Duration{scne) = 94
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2,000 fibre observations in a typical The summarised information

analysis. Instead, the information is
given to you in the form of a his-
togram.

What on earth is a histogram? A
histogram is merely a mathematical
device to enable large amounts of sim-
ple data to be consolidated into cate-
gories, the number in each category
being reported.

The fibre histogram has a vertical
scale showing the number (expressed
as a percentage of the total) of fibres
measured in each of the diameter
{micron) categories shown on the hor-
izontal scale. Some wool testers also
record the number of fibres counted
in each category.

m ALPACAS WINTER 1995

accompanying your histogram in-
cludes the mean fibre diameter, the
‘SC’ (meaning standard deviation) and
the ‘CV’ (meaning coefficient of varia-
tion). The SD and CV provide a
numerical way of recording the uni-
formity of the fibre diameter in the
tested sample. The calculation of SD
and CV is based on the information
contained in the histogram.

When CSIRO marketed the
SIROLAN-LASERSCAN it decided,
for simplicity, that since histograms of
fibre diameter would be approximare-
ly symmetrical, the mathemarics
loaded into the computer (the algo-
rithm) to calculate the SD and CV

measuring system to avoid such
problems.

The excess fibre measurements
above the mean are coarse fibres.
While a high SD or a high CV would
indicate this coarser trend, a better
indicator of this ‘carpet wool is the
fraction of fibres greater than some
limit. Some fibre analysts include a
statement of the percentage of fibres >
(greater than) 30p.

Have a look at the three his-
tograms. The first represents a fine
fleece with a mean fibre diameter of
23p, an SD of 4.5M, a CV of 19.6%
and fibres > 30p of 4%.

The second histogram is clearly
much coarser with fibres > 30p being
79.8%.



e ] The third histogram is particularly
interesting because its mean fibre
diameter (29.2p1) is much coarser than

Calibration: CALITS  ,[Lg Snippets counted = 2089 Acceptance = 65.78%  fibres YidM = 49.22 Burationiscns) = yp7

/ Mean Diameter = 29.2 pM D = 4.5 pM €V = 15,3 %
SIEDLAN—LASERSCQNED

% frequency

/ Ifﬁg coun undgﬁ_ ——  n, e the first but, since it SD is identical
2.
6 : (4.5p), the CV is lower (15.3% com-

o i f pared with 19.6%). However, the

| }igg lg{ nature of this fleece is easily seen by
1g§_. ﬁ% noting that it has more than 40 % of
gg § ﬁ[ fibres > 30p.
i i My friend Leo gave me a few other
§Z : interesting snippets of information.
gé / For example: apparently human hair is

straight if it has a circular cross-section
and curly (or wavy) if it is elliptical.
} I'm told this is not the case with crimp

S
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2‘7 i gm— L In sheep where high cylindricity is
| g ; aéjjtl | sought.
gs gs!;J I wonder what the crimp factor is
B il for alpacas?
( b i No good asking Leo; he has left
3 3 CSIRO. The rest of Wool Technology
b i are leaving ‘“The Hermitage’ this year.
i g?} | They've all been transferred to
[ i aveggP ® J Geelong,

THE GORGE Arpacas
and

DURAL ArLPAcA Pagrk

#* A DVICE FOR OWNERS & INVESTORS

% L OCAL VET SERVICE ON CALL

% P ERUVIAN STUD SERVICES AVAILABLE

* A GISTMENT FEATURING “PaT CoLBY” DIET
% € ERTIFIED STUD MALES — “LA MANCHA” AND

PERUVIAN “EL JEFE” (IMPORTED USA)

#* A LPACA PRODUCTS AND GIFT SHOP

#* S ALES OF SELECTED QUALITY PREGNANT FEMALES
AND WEANLINGS

“ ling Dualer M
e Future”

Call Julie Call Helen
(02) 653 1636 (02) 651 3029
Fax (02) 653 1075 015 911 292
The Gorge Alpacas Dural Alpaca Park
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Letters

TO THE EDITOR

—

Have your say on any topic concerning the alpaca industry.

/ Address your letters to: The Editor, Alpacas Australia,
C/- PTW Desktop & Design, Unit 9, 663 Victoria Street Abbotsford 3067 Victoria.

J e _(In_some COESI_efE's s may be edil'ed.)_

More on colour

With respect to your first Letter to the Editor I must strong-
ly disagree with John Sturzaker’s view that we should be
breeding to a single (white) colour national herd. White is
fine for artificial dyeing and will be the preferred colour for
many larger herds, but the rich range of colours evident in
our animals is a natural attribute we should value and use to
our advantage.

As the world turns away from artificial products we
should not enforce colour requirements on breeders of
alpaca. It is interesting to note a growth in coloured sheep
and the production (growing) of coloured cotton. Lets
encourage the diversity of herds to retain the narural beauty
of the alpaca fleece and market our product/s as natural,
high quality, elite and environmentally sound.

I support research in genetic colour characteristics to
enable the breeding of single colour herds.

Richard Burrells
Highland Alpacas, NSW

Alpacas in coastal Queensland

A significant number of alpacas have been introduced into
this area for more than a year (South East Queensland).
These animals have been doing well with good fertility, good
growth rates and have adapted well to the climate. Pasture is
mostly kikiyu with lucerne supplement in winter when the
grass does not grow. Sporidesmin (Pithomyces) does not
seem to be a problem in this area; I have seen one suspected
case in a daity cow over many years of practice, but this is
something to be aware of.

m ALPACAS WINTER 1995

Cold stress was a problem in recently shorn alpacas in
continual wet, windy weather when some animals did not
avail themselves of shelter provided. Greater care has been
taken to enclose animals in shelter in adverse weather (which
is unusual). Shelter has to be provided so animals can move
out of direct sunlight when necessary and fibre should be
left a couple of centimetres long on the back at shearing to
prevent sunburn.

External parasites require careful control. Bush
(Haemaphysalis) ticks can be a problem in spring if intro-
ducing alpacas to heavily infested arcas previously grazed by
ungulates. Some alpacas can be allergic to the bites. Spraying
the face and legs with a tickicide may be necessary until the
infestation dies out.

Paralysis (Ixodes) ticks are a problem for all animals and
humans in this area. Cydectin injection has been used with
success at 6 week intervals at the problem time. Hopefully
immunity has been achieved in a lot of animals from the
infestation. Two cria were poisoned with ticks out of season
when the cydectin injection program had been reduced and
these had not been done. They were treated in the normal
manner with tick antivenom and they soon recovered.

This year biting flies have caused an allergy on a few ani-
mals with flies unseasonably bad this summer. Spraying ani-
mals and houses soon controlled this.

So, although there are a few different management pro-
cedures, overall the alpacas have been doing very well.

I hope this will be of help to people considering having
alpacas in South East Queensland.

Don Lyons B.V.Sc
Maleny Qid



Yoy AlP-AGO]

[12 is not the policy of this magazine to
offer personal advice w0 the lpvelorn.
However, given the tragic circumstances
surrounding this case, we have decided
to make an exception.]

I'am a middle-aged gentleman in love
with a beautiful lady from Chile. We
were introduced about nine months
ago whilst she was staying at a quaran-
tine farm.

She was wearing an exquisite fawn
overcoat at the time, had a pretty face,
dark eyes and lovely long eyelashes.
Her body was lissom, and limbs the
envy of any chorus girl. It was love at
first sight and she came to live with
me about three months later.

Since then we have led an idyllic
existence. She stripped down to her
underwear for the summer and, two
weeks ago, presented me with a beau-
tiful baby girl. With this addition to
the family, we became even closer.
That was until a few days ago, when
she was introduced to this handsome
Spanish gentleman called Manuel.

I was quite dismayed by the way
she hummed and cooed and showered
him with kisses, whilst he pressed his
amorous attentions upon her for some
considerable time. He has many
advantages over me: they both speak
the same language; he is young and
virile and, I am told, had an affair with
her about a year ago which resulted in
their first child.

What can I do to become the only
man in her life again? Should I take
Spanish lessons? 1 have adopted her
baby and am the sole provider for her
welfare, but have heard on the
grapevine she will be seeing this
amorous rogue again shortly. Please
help as T am beside myself with jealousy.

‘Resentful’
Buninyong

Dear Resentful.
Take comfort from the old adage: A
female cria in the herd is worth two

Spanish gentlemen in the bush’ In fuct, if

you let nature take its course, you may
end up with TWO female cria. As it
stands, you probably are the only MAN
in her life. However, you must accept that

Yoy

even men have their limitations, especial-

ly those who are middle-aged and trying
10 keep up with the younger hembras.

Actually, it sounds to me as if you may be
undergoing a mid-life crisis. For this,

unfortunately, patience on your behalf
and understanding on hers are probably
the only remedies.

A.L.P.

MEADOW BANK

‘PURRUMBETE CLYDE’ - Outstanding white male. Fine, soft and crimpy
wool. Dark eyes. Excellent conformation and temperament. His Sire is the
outstanding Purrumbete light Fawn Don Quixote, his Dam light fawn.

C.A.S

SERVICE FEE $1,000

(No Pregnancy - No Money)

INTRODUCING
R.C.A. “lan Flemming” (007)
standing at stud April onward.
Fine, dense, lustrous fleece,
gentle nature, true black.
Services Fee $1,250
| * Agistment :
i °Investment » Management -
For further information please contact : KEVIN RUBIE

MEADOW BANK, Forbes, 2871 NSW Telephone: 068 572 132
Facsimile: 068 572 162
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“HMM! LOVELY
Serendlip Alpacas, F

“WHERE AM I? CHILE? AUSTRALIA?
ARABIA?”

Alpacandes Alpacas, Kylie Hollingworth

“WHERE
HAVE YOU
BEEN ALL
MY LIFE,
iG BOY?”
Galston Park
Alpacas,
David
McCredie
and

Veronique . ] : L

Beagi WA= o oo " “ud  “HEY MUM, STOP HOGGING THE
e e Darren & Annemarie O’Con




“DO YOU THINK | OVER-
z DID THE MASCARA?”
RIMP Piniarra Al Ve
en Danks Injarra Alpacas, Vendy
: w& m“&qM’J‘E

=Sl
“QOPSI”

Barachel Alpacas, Neil Daniell

‘.
el

“HEY MUM,
I’'M UP. BUT
HOW DO |

”GOTCHA" i
Royal Canadian Alpaca Ranch,
Peter Williams

GET MY
LEGS TO
WORK?”
Crown &
Sceptre
Alpacas,
Gordon &
Noel Jones

—=9®d  “] THINK THIS ONE PASSES HIS c
INKLER!”  INSURANCE EXAMS, DAD” |

Michael d’Apice faken at Glenwood {s

Alpaca Stud



BREEDER PROFILE

Alpacas in the town
that’s almost at the
centre of the world

Mike Salter

an and I met at a party at Barellan,

she believing that I was the relieving
policeman and I believing that she was
an American school teacher (neither
belief being true). We started our twen-
ty-six years of marriage on a double lie.

We have three children. Scott, hay-
ing quickly tired of corporate life, has
now embarked on an acting career.
Megan is a teacher in western Sydney.
Kim, after completing a work exchange
in England, intends studying music
and anthropology.

I was born of a wine-making family.
However, it was noticed by the patri-
arch, during Sunday family gatherings,
that T had a greater penchant for tasting
wine, rather than making it.

In due course I ended up at
Roseworthy Agricultural College doing
the general agricultural course — noth.-
ing to do with wine-making at all.

Many years on, while working on a
cattle station at Emerald in central

Queensland, T was told of a new irriga-
tion scheme opening up at Coleam-
bally in southern New South Wales.
The blocks in the scheme were to be
issued on the ballot system, Thinking
that I knew all the rules of balloting, I
set off for Leeton in the Murrum-
bidgee irrigation area, only to find that
the ‘unwritten rules’ of balloting in
NSW were different and 1 had just
dipped out.

I liked this area and, while looking
in the window of a local real estate
agent, I found a property ‘away out
there at Ardlethan’ that was on the
market. Most people not from
Ardlethan referred to the town in this
manner. Even the miners working at
the rejuvenated tin mines wanted isola-
tion payment. Actually, the town is
almost at the centre of the world, being
midway between Wagga Wagga and
Griffith on one axis and Narrandera
and West Wyalong on the other.

INSTONE AIR SERVICES

“THE WORLDWIDE LIVESTOCK
AIR FREIGHT SPECIALIST”

* Alpaca ¢ Bloodstock * Cattle » Deer » Goats ® Ostrich
* Pigs * Sheep ¢ Zoo Animals

UNITED STATES AUSTRALIA UNITED KINGDOM
Phone: 907 382 0002 02 313 4555 44 1903 740 101
Fax: 907 382 0099 02 669 1452 44 1903 740 102
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The name ‘Ardlethan’ originated
from a town in the Grampian Moun-
tains in Scotand. It is a Gaelic name
meaning ‘high and hilly’ and possibly
also ‘wooded hill. The first white peo-
ple arrived in the 1850s, bur is was not
until the coming of the railway in 1908
and, four years after that, the discovery
of cassiterite (tine ore) and some gold,
that the area became populated.
Ardlethan, previously known as Warri,
was gazetted in 1908. One of its main
areas of employment was timber
milling and there were a dozen mills
operating within a twenty-mile radius,
Another feature of note for the ‘town
way out there’ is that the kelpie sheep
dog was first bred here. The population
swells in mid-March with the staging
of the picnic races and other events
over the ‘Festival of the Kelpie Dog’
weekend,

In 1963, my first visit to “Wild.
wood” and subsequent purchase on a
third deposit (which I didr’t have) was

|

the start to a new life. It was apparent
that many other prospective buyers had
missed the obvious and seen only the
termite-ridden house sitting stark on
an almost treeless hill, few dams (and
those mostly with broken banks and

Sire: Jolimont Buster

AAA “Certified Breeding Male”

.

Jan and Mike Salter with Poblano’ and Don Juan’

“Regal” is available for stud services at Sayantsi Alpacas,
and Warralinga Alpaca Stud, Glossodia, NSW Tel: (045

silted up), deep erosion in many areas
and dilapidated fences. “Wildwood’
had been waiting patiently to be loved!

‘Wildwood’ is a 1,400 acre wheat
and sheep farm in the Riverina, It is
one of the most westerly of the NSW

¥ Outstanding solid
black male

¥ Superb conformation
and excellent coverage

¥ Ideal temperament

¥ Lustrous jet black fleece
with soft, even handle

Sackville North, NSW Tel: (045) 79 1107

) 765 048 Fax: (045) 766 1572,

& Co-owners — Alice & Bill Dryburgh; Lyn & Graeme Dickson; John Donz
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EXPERTISE

* QUALITY * EXPERIENCE

We fell in love with these beautiful CLYDE AND ROGER HALDANE
animals and like obsessed collectors HALDANE ALPACAS
we had to have some.
4 PHONE: (055) 94 7374

After seven years on the Alpaca trail the

FAX: (055) 94 7363

fascination neverends.

L >
. . i < P.O. Box 82
Benefit from our years of experience in
selecting and breeding the CAMPERDOWN
finest Alpacas. Vic 3260

EXPERTISE

* QUALITY * EXPERIENCE



alpaca properties and normally has an 18-inch annual rain-
fall. The soil is predominantly a red-brown earth which
grows short, sweet grass on which stock thrive.

We didn’t get into alpacas as the result of deep thought
and consultation with accountants. It was almost complete-
ly spontaneous and happened in August 1992, However,
over several years, there had been pointers.

Four years ago, we saw our first alpacas at the Henty Field
Days and asked what these beautiful crearures were. Then
we learned the price of one was $11,000. Great disappoint-
ment! Too much! So we just had to forget about these crea-
tures.

As our farm had been making a negligible income for
some years, we were certainly seeking an alternative means
of making a living. Hands-on experience was obtained at a
deer farm near Wagga Wagga. All my experiences with deer
were ‘exciting’, not the least of which was my failure to soft
talk effectively through a small hatch in a door leading to the
deer. On entering, 1 was out on my feet from a ‘Liverpool
kiss’ (a head-to-head butt). My wife and daughters decided
that I was too old for deer. This, of course, I never admitted.

About this time, late in 1990, the Ardlethan community
became aware that persons unknown were looking at the
‘great hole in the ground’, a relic of an open cut tin mine
that had been closed some years previously. The unknown
persons were doing a feasibility study on the possibility of

Open cut at Ardletharn tin mine during its working life.

establishing a toxic waste incinerator at the mine site, with-
out any consultation with any of the local populace.

The majority of the population was incensed and soon
formed an anti-incinerator commirtee, Some, impatient
with the ways of committees, sought out the retired powder
monkeys (explosive experts) should the scheme eventuate.

During the next several months, the town fought the pro-
posal and sought to educate both people and politicians
about the dangers involved with toxic waste incinerators.

”Cleopah*a”
Champion Female Sydney RAS 1994

Rivenr Ricige Al pacas

— | ust over an hour from Sydney, close to historic Windsor,

we have more than three years experience offering stud
services, agistment and friendly advice to alpaca breeders and
investors. This follows a lifetime in animal husbandry,

QUALITY STUD MALES INCLUDE

“Purrumbete” Sea Wave >

Pure white ~ Supreme Champion at the 1991
Melbourne Show, under Peruvian judge.
Son of leading sire “Purrumbete” Oscar.

“Pu rrumbete” Peter Pan

Dark fawn - Like Sea Wave boasts fine, quality
fleece, dense cover, & excellent confirmation,

Stud Fees $1200

Supreme Champion Newcastle 1994 Grono Farm R

—

RIVER RIDGE proud to win Champion exhibit in
the inaugural fleece class, Sydney RAS 1995

Please contact: Marg & Kevin Hitchcock -
oad, Ebenezer, NSW 2756 (045) 799 337
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Greenpeace and the people of
Corowa (where the first incinerator
site. had been chosen) were of great
assistance. Uncle Toby’s, situated
across the Murray River from Corowa,
had declared they would re-locate if
the incinerator was built in the area.
Much of it was to do with the percep-
tion that people might have about
foodstuffs and fibre being contaminat-
ed by exposure to the incinerator
fumes and the heavy metals left after
incineration. The same fears were
shared by the horticultural industries
of the nearby Murrumbidgee irriga-
tion area who were alarmed that any
run-off from the Ardlethan site would
flow into the Mirrool Creek which
eventually flows through Griffith.

In time, the State Government
dropped the incinerator proposal and
our thoughts returned to deer farming
and the production of non-contami-
nated venison. However, at this time,
a German cattle breeder made a state-
ment to us to the effect that ‘Australia

Andalana Cassius (Harry")
Junior Male Champion
Kynton 93
Senior Male Champion
Sheep Show 94 Jet Black Male
with superb soft handling fleece
@acrd excellent conformation

500 ALPACAS WINTER 1995

LIGHT FAWN MALE

has too much meat’. This was the final
telling point that led us away from
deer. We remembered the soft-eyed
animals we had seen at Henty.

At this time, ‘Coolaroo’ was having
its first release of alpacas. Jan and 1 left
for Berrima the next day and spent all
the money put away for the kids’ edu-
cation. After two and a half years, we
have no regrets. My wife, who was
never confident with animals, has
gained confidence with these gentle
and intelligent creatures and is able to
yard and halter train them with ease.

At “Wildwood’, the present ongo-
ing drought has had little effect on the
alpacas because there is plenty of
country for them and their area is
grassed predominantly with native
herbage. Many of these species are
deep-rooted which enables them to
resist droughts and to obtain greater
access to minerals in the soil. In their
carly growth stage, they are high in
protein. As no trees were planted for
forty years prior to our occupancy of

i

BENLEIGH CHAMPAGNE OUTSTANDING

‘4 L

‘Wildwood’, tree planting became of
paramount importance when we took
over and still is a priority. Alpacas will
have an occasional nibble of young
eucalypts bur will not touch eucalyp-
tus astringens which is relatively quick
growing, drought resistant and frost
hardy, and which develops a shady
canopy. A species the alpacas love is
melaleuca lanceolata or moonah,
which is low with a dense canopy and
a delightful fragrance. The foliage of
this tree is sometimes crushed for its
oil. Unfortunately, it is not quick
growing,

We have found that some weeds
such as marshmallow and hog or wire
weed, will be consumed with relish
long after the sheep have given it away.
Caltrop and patterson’s curse in the
rosctte stage are also favourites, but it
must be emphasised that the two just
mentioned, if eaten alone, could cause
trouble. Alpacas, however, are selective
feeders and, given a choice of herbage,
will balance their diet. Boxthorn

-
T

i/

ALPACA FARM

NORTHERN SPIRIT SOLID WHITE MALE, DENSE SOFT FLEECE

T

AND MAGNIFICENT CONFORMATION

B~ i
hr I



leaves and dry eucalyptus leaves are
also useful tucker. All of these are
deep-rooted and supply the minerals
that some improved pastures lack.
Especially noticeable during the
drought is the lack of disturbance of
the bone dry soil by the alpacas with
their padded feet.

During the spring of 1993, 2 com-
bination of circumstances prevented
us from shearing our alpacas. A large
harvest loomed and we decided to let
the animals go through the summer in
full fleece to see how they would cope
with the heat. They did this with ease
and were not shorn until the following
September (1994) when they had two
years’ fleece. This is an experiment we
will not repeat as grass seeds became a
real problem in the fleece. In future,

The first cria to be born ar
Wildwood’ white Brigida’ (at one
week old) and Vinti’ (at 3 weeks).

Alpacas at “Wildwood’ with 4 number of their favourite trees, moonahs, in the
background,

* Windows Based (Mac
Version Available
Soon)

® Written specifically
for Alpacas

* Mating, J oining,

Pregnant Test and
shearing will take place in early Spring e o nLE TV
. ie seeds appens Ultrasound Recor ding

The infra-structure available on the
average wheat/sheep farm is quite ade-
quate for alpacas who go neither over
nor under sheep fences, but will go
through an open gate like a bat out of
hell whenever permitted.

As I sit here, pondering what to
write next, a small group of alpacas
has just trotted past, so pleased with
themselves at escaping. Their Chilean-
born leader’s nose is pointing almost
due east towards her Antiplano home-
land.

With the imminent arrival of
Peruvian animals, the looming prob-
lem of inbreeding should eventually
dissipate if common sense prevails,
giving us faith in the furure of the
industry.

* Sire and Dam Progeny
Reports

* Full Alpaca data
recording

* Full Pedigree Tree

® Vet and Medical

Treatments
* Agistment Records
® Valuation Records

* Monitors Weight
Gain/Loss

* Export to file or

Looking at partial retirement jn a
few years' time, Jan and I need an
activity rather less labour intensive
than grain and sheep  farming.
Consequently, we are now seeking to
get as many alpacas as we can so thar
the grain and sheep part of our farm
can be downgraded and replaced with
work both easier and more enjoyable
—and, in time, more lucrative,

Alpaca husbandry seems to be the
answer.

Spreadsheet
* After Sales Support
* Full Fleece Data

Recording

* Import Scale Weights

® Demo Available

CONTACT IAN OR
ROBERT ON

058 846 625




ROUND-UP

Ez)er_yw/]ere you look Scarce? A rare breed? That’s not the impression you'll receive these days, if
hese d you'e a visitor to the many shows and expos that are staged around the coun-
inese days. .. try. Gone are the days when a person might look around hopefully, wondering if

a lp acas! some enterprising owner or breeder had managed to obtain enough space for a
couple of animals.

Today, you're directed to alpacas over the loudspeakers; or you follow the signs
pointing towards the highlights (and alpacas are very much a highlight).

What's more, you don't just find a judging ring and pens around alpacas.
There’s all the fun of the fair — stalls with clothing and yarns and cute alpaca
novelties; bags of fleece that you can touch and marvel at (not only the fee/ but
the colours); and, if you feel like asking a question or two and finding out more
about these amazing animals, there’s always a stand or a desk with someone who
can help not far away. Generally, you'll be able to watch a shearing demonstra-
tion and, if there’s a catwalk around, you're sure to see alpaca garments in a fash-
ion parade. Add to this a fair sprinkling of Maremma dogs and puppies; an alpaca
video show; and the frequent traffic of alpacas coming and going; to the ring, to
shearing demonstrations or just for a walk and — you have an exciting mini-fair
that has something for everyone.

To give you an idea of where alpacas have been lately, let’s jump into our seven
league boots and revisit some of our alpacas’ more momentous venues this year.

‘The Fibre of the Gods’ at Royal Easter Show

In true Sydney style, the RAS Parade sang and danced its way through the streets
and past the Town Hall. (The alpacas enjoyed it this pre Show activity immensely).

A week or so later the Show was in full swing. The alpaca pavilion was festooned
in blue, with lilac and gold sashes promoting the alpaca as ‘The Fibre of the Gods’,
making a very impressive display.

There were 52 exhibitors and 135 alpaca entries this year. Judging was performed
by Allan Jinks and the champions were duly sashed by Peter Weiss of Weiss Pringle.
Does competition between breeders pay off? The high standard of animals this year

proves it certainly does.
For the first time fleeces were judged, and 19 fleeces were entered. Winning fleeces

were later displayed alongside alpaca garments in the pavilion.

RAS Winners

Supreme Champion: Cedar House Iceman (Cedar House Alpacas)

Senior Champion Male: Wyona Chipper (S.]. Harris)

Sar Reserve Champion Male: Purrumbete La Mancha (The Gorge Alpacas)
Senior Champion Female: Coolaroo Calamity Jane (The Dell Alpacas) Wendy Billington and Peter Sultan

Snr Reserve Champion Female: Suricaya Snow Drift (J. & C. Usher) (Cedar House Alpacas) with Supreme
Champion and Junior Champion male,

Junior Champion Male: Cedar House Iceman (Cedar House Alpacas) Cedar House Ieemar’
Junior Reserve Champion Male: Suricaya BJ Bear Hi He Va Suri Stud

Junior Champion Female: Coolaroo Flower Girl (Coolaroo Alpaca Stud)

Junior Reserve Champion Female: Cedar House Terabithia (Cedar House Alpacas)

Champion Fleece: River Ridge Alpaca Stud
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(16p) From left: Leisa Pickup (Hidden Valley Albpacas) with Junsor
Reserve Champion Suricaya BJ Bear’ Judith Streer (presenter of awards
Jor Junior Male class o behalf of event sponsor, Cooluroo Alpaca Stud);

Allan Jinks (judge); and Peter Sulran (Cedar House Alpacas) wih Junior

Champion Male, Cedar House Iceman’ (later Supreme Champion).

Senior Reserve Champion Male, Purrumbete La
Mancha, owner, Michael Fritsh and Poter Weiss,

A night to remember

The dinner dance on judging night will long be
remembered. Organised by Sherryl Riley (co-
ordinator of the RAS sub-committee), good food
was complemented by top entertainment from
Sydney’s ‘Dream Machine’, 2 group of talented
young TV and radio people who danced and sang
their way through a great repertoire.
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Covers available include mortality, theft, transit.
Extensions available for importation of animals.
Pre-arranged cover on purchase at auction or by private treaty.

Contact Michael d’Apice, qris
WILBURTINS, Level 8, 43 Bridge Street, Hurstville, 2220

Member of the National Insurance Brokers Association

Ph: BH (02) 580 4666 © AH: (02) 437 4402 » Toll Frec (1800) 22 1695 » Fax: (02) 580 3999
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This was followed by a parade of fashion
wear by top models in stunning alpaca hats by
Karen Pirie and clothing from Longreach
Wools, Caroline Church and The Australian
Alpaca Centre.

Wias this the highlight, dear reader? Or will
‘Real Men Wear Alpaca’ go down in the annals
of alpaca history as ‘unforgettable’?
Resplendent in alpaca knitwear and represent-
ing various sporting endeavours, this upright
collection of industry stalwarts displayed a
number of talents: how to fall of a stage at the
sight of a seductive female being one of them.
And what about that fine figure of a man
deprived of his outerwear and resplendent in
alpaca-motif boxer shorts and white bow-tie?
Was it his naked chest that elicited the whis-
pered question: ‘Is that alpaca hair?’!

Coolaroo Classic Easter Alpaca Auction

The on-farm private auction attracted over 800 people on April
23. Conducted under the Helmsman system, the sale produced
excellent results for the Coolaroo Stud. While an excellent average
of $23,857 was paid for the females on offer, a price of $30,500
was paid for weanling female and Sydney Royal Show Champion
‘Coolaroo Flower Gitl’ — a Coolaroo sale record.

The sale was preceded by an address (described as ‘inspirational’
by a member of the audience) delivered by Dr Jim Watts, contro-
versial consultant to the wool industry.

N
-
-

Over 800 attended the Coolaroo Classic Auction.

Also prior to the sale, it was the pleasant task of fash-
ion designer, Jonathan Ward, to introduce ‘Fashions in
the Fields’, presented by The Alpaca Centre Australia,
Berrima, to launch their catalogue “The Timeless Fibre'.

This elegant fashion parade featured an exquisite col-
lection of men’s and women’s wear from leading
Australian designers including Dominex, Longreach

Fashions in the Fields presented by The Alpaca Centre Australia Wools and Studio Tral;
following the Coolaroo Classic Auction, Featured here, Jonathan 0ols and otudio fralia.

Ward designs. A superb day.
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Alpaca Fest packs ‘em in

Barely a week after the Coolaroo auc-
tion, Victoria’s Western Region staged
a two-day Alpaca Fest at the Alter-
native Farm Vision Show in the
Geelong Showgrounds.

The region’s major alpaca show
attracted a large crowd who were
treated to a feast of alpaca hospitality,
information and entertainment.

A raffle, competitions, shearing
demonstrations and Marty McGee’s
alpaca handling and training displays
were all part of the excitement. Added
to this were a variety of stalls featuring
alpaca garments, novelties, fleece stor-
age systems, vets and the people from
AlpacaTech with their computer. No
wonder the alpaca area was always
packed.

The serious business of judging was
ably carried out by Kevin Rubie
(alpacas) and Dianne Condon (fleeces).
There were 86 animals and 36 fleeces
entered — an excellent showing.

Congratulations to K. and P. Hull
who carried off the prize for the
Supreme Champion, ‘Dreamtime
Golden Opportunity’ and to the Airds
who produced the Champion Fleece.

Congratulations also to Western
Region for the professional organisa-
tion of the Alpaca Fest. Not only did
they manage to create an exciting
exhibition — they also made a ‘very
comfortable profit.

U.S. alpaca/llama handling expert,
Marty McGee, took part in the annual
Shear 1o Scarf” competition.
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Geelong Alpaca Fest
Supreme Champion,
Supreme Golden
Opportunity, with
handler, Matthew
Hull and judge,
Kevin Rubie.

ILE (018) 830
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High spirits on a damp day

The Hawkesbury/Blue Mountains Region’s Annual Alpaca
Fest was held at Butterfly Farm, Wilberforce (near Windsor)
in New South Wales, on May 7.

Despite miserable weather, several hundred visitors
arrived. Those who turned up early were immediately roped
into their first ‘hands on’ experience with alpacas. They were
given animals to lead or look after while the whole shebang
(including animal pens) was moved indoors.

Consequently, a certain amount of unexpected intimacy
attended this second annual Alpaca Fest. Not a bad thing,
according to the Region’s president, Ron Hales, who
described the atmosphere as ‘even more informally friendly
than last year’.

The bandstand made an ideal spot for the spinning dis-
play. The dance floor became the shearing area (with 20
alpacas scheduled to be shorn that day). It was also used for
other demonstrations: halter training, animal preparation,
nail paring and teeth trimming,

There were talks on various topics including pasture and
fencing; and a local vet, John Parbery spoke on the veterinary aspects of alpaca and
demonstrated ultrasounding. Just about everything that could be demonstrated
about alpacas was demonstrated.

Yes, even a mating was managed — outside, during one short spell of sunshine!

The spinning display —
set up on the bandstand,

e - —— o mm——————
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A touch of heaven in the Yarra Valley !

Amberdale
Alpacas

Skye Road, Coldstream, Victoria 3770

#* Purrumbete Lucky Strike at stud. Outstanding
white male — sire of champions including
Amberdale My Girl (pictured)

Junior Champion Female 1st National Show

# Five Star Alpaca agistment available only 55km
from the centre of Melbourne. L

7 Superior stock for sale.

“Simply the best.”

Jenny and Gray Morgan (059) 62 5352 Fax (059) 62 5352

e —— ——
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The object of the day was to provide information to those people who had
progressed further than the general interest stage and were seeking more
detailed knowledge. There was no shortage of questions. They covered every-
thing from investment planning and cashflow and short and long term indus-
try plans to widening the gene pool and general husbandry.

Busy Victoria reports alpacas more popular than
ever

Over 50,000 visitors attended the Seymour Alternative Expo in February this
year. Six breeders brought alpacas to the expo and there were stalls promoting
alpaca products. As in 1994, the alpaca marquee was packed with visitors
throughout the three days of the Expo.

In March, Farmworld-Warragul Field Days had over 80,000 visitors. There
were two alpaca marquees with over a dozen breeders and various stalls, A
breeder who had also attended in 1994, reported a far more educated audience
and highly increased acceptance of alpacas (also reflected in the number of sales
during the past year in Gippsland).

Regional shows have attracted good numbers of alpacas: 80 at Berwick; 90
at Lilydale; 81 at Pakenham; and 59 ar Red Hill. Red Hill was a first appear-
ance’ venue for alpacas, as were Kingston, Ballarat and Portland.

Over exposure? Not likely! People are Jascinated by alpacas. The thing is: alpacas

appeal, both physically and financially — an irresistible combination thats rapidly Shearing demonstrations at
expanding the industry. Hawkesbury/Blue Mountains Annual
Alpaca Fest.

ALPACAS IN YOUR LIVINGROOM

“An Introduction to Alpacas” is an
Australian-produced video which
provides an attractive and concise
overview of the history, management &
pleasures of these delightful animals.

It's a video you’ll play again and again.

To order, send a cheque for $39.95 + $5 postage and
packaging (total of $44.95) made out to Australian
Alpaca Association Inc. to:

Australian Alpaca Association Inc.,
P.O. Box 464, Brentford Square, Victoria 3131
Tel: (03) 877 0778 Fax: (03) 877 0770
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Di-Vetelact

‘Really Gets Them Thriving”

The twins just after birth - Snugglepot and Cuddlepie. The alpaca with the bandaged leg, Cuddlepie
on the left, had difficulty feeding and weighed only 4.3 kilograms.

A World First ...
twin alpacas
who have survived!

Ebony Park Alpaca Stud
Seville, Victoria

The twins at 3 1/ months - Cuddlepie weighs 16 kgs and Snugglepot
24 kgs- with Di-Vetelact being a major factor in their thriving good health

Ultimate Milk Substitute

For further information

Di- Vetelact Emergency please phone or write to:
TEIEphﬂne: (047) 775 051 Sharpe Laboratories Pty. Ltd.

. 12 Hope St, Ermington NSW 2115
Mobile: 018 113 926 Ph: (02) 8585622 Fa: (02) 858 5957




Review! The second Town
and Country Farmer
Premier Alpaca Auction

or the second year, the Town and Country Farmer
F Premier Alpaca Auction was held at the Country
Comfort Inn at Mudgee the weekend of May 13 and 14.
And it was a great success, attracting visitors as far away as
South Australia and Queensland.

Saturday featured a series of informal lectures on a wide
range of topics including alpaca husbandry and manage-
ment; wethering, fibre testing and fleece skirting. Lecturers
who generously contributed were John Lawrie, Dr Andrew
and Dr Christine Dart, Dr Peter Howe and Kevin Rubie.

A dinner dance was held at the Inn during the evening.
The dancing was in full swing when the thunder and light-
ning show began and Mudgee received its first decent rain
in a long time.

Vendors were real troopers, taking soggy conditions in
their stride — but at least the sun came through for the pre-
auction parade and the auction itself.

The introduction of fibre testing of males by Dr Peter
Howe created much interest and enthusiasm for more fibre
knowledge. Dr Andrew Dart, in ultrasounding pregnant
females for vendors, contributed much to the efforts of the
NSW Central/Northern Region’s efforts to engender confi-
dence in the sale.

It is gratifying to note that the second Town and Country
Farmer Premier Alpaca Auction showed no indication of
‘boom and bust’; rather, a gradual settling down of the
alpaca industry. Mudgee showed signs of future market
stratification based mainly on age, pedigree, quality and
colour.

Again this year there was a strong demand for black. A
top price of $17,500 was paid for a 15-month-old male
from Aymara Alpacas in Victoria and $28,00 was paid for a
15-month-old female from East Station Alpacas in New
South Wales.

Buyers again showed a preference for young, unjoined,
Australian females from 10 to 18 months old and for young
in 3-in-1 packages (i.e. pregnant female with female cria).
Colour was again very much individual preference and no
premium paid for white.

It appeared that buyers had fairly firm upper limits on
their outlay for older female breeding stock or female breed-
ing stock of unknown parentage. While this is a clear indi-
cation of a maturing market placing more emphasis on
breeding lines, prices offered at Mudgee in both 94 and 95
indicate that early imports have held their prices in relation
to 1990. Despite the present pressure to move towards
Peruvian stock, these animals should still be regarded as a
vital and valuable resource for the Australian gene pool.

The trends identified at Mudgee in 1994 and repeated in
1995 are establishing the sale as an annual benchmark for
the industry. And it seems that the traditional open sale sys-
tem is as valid for alpacas as it is for traditional livestock.

Spinning a great
Australian yarn...
into a Legend

+ Value add to your Alpaca fibre by converting
into commercial yarns for hand and machine
knitting

- Unique capacity to process small quantities at a

reasonable price
- We can arrange scouring and dyeing.
(100kg lots)
- Producers of quality hand knitting yarns
- Design service available for knitting patterns.
- Free personal advice
+ Call to discuss your requirements with Boyd.

Phone:

053 333 832
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How to ensure you get a live cria

One of the most rewarding aspects of veterinary practice
is assisting at the birth of a live animal. Most of the
births that we are called to assist at are obviously the diffi-
cult ones.

The following information details what is actually hap-
pening during the birth process and gives an indication of
when things are going wrong, so that you know when to call
for help. It also describes some of the veterinary procedures
used to assist in the birth process.

If a cria dies at birth or soon after it means, among other
things, that a whole twelve months of production has been
lost. Therefore it is important to monitor your females
closely when they are approaching full term. Be well
acquainted with your females and their habits, so that you
know when there is a change in behaviour.

Keep a record of the breeding and spit-off dates and back
this up with thirty day and sixty day ultrasounds so that you
will know when to start watching for that imminent birth
with reasonable accuracy. But remember, the pregnancy may
last from 335 to 360 days, so if the female is acting normal-
ly you must continue to monitor her.

One convenience factor that comes with alpacas is that
they invariably give birth during the middle of the day,
which means that a birth at any other time is probably
abnormal and needs investigating.

As the end of pregnancy approaches, the female will often
be more subdued and stay away by herself. She may lie down
stretched out and hum a lot, but she will still be eating a
normal amount. The mammary glands will begin to enlarge,
indicating that milk production is starting and, in some
females, the area around the external opening of the birth
canal (the vulva) begins to relax.

The actual process of giving birth is divided into three
stages.

The first stage involves the opening of the cervix and the
cria is moved up to the birth canal. The female is restless,
often hums, passes urine and faeces and may segregate from
the others in her group. This stage may last from two to six
hours and is generally around six hours in maiden females.

m ALPACAS WINTER 1995

Second stage of labour: the cria moves into the birth canal.

The second stage of labour begins with the cria entering
the birth canal, which initiates active labour contractions.
The female may lie down and stand up several times. She is
obviously feeling uncomfortable.

The membranes should rupture and fluid will be seen drip-
ping from the vulva. Further straining moves the cria along

the birth canal. A foot or both feet, and then a nose, will



appear. The straining continues and more of the cria appears.
Eventually, the birth of the cria js completed and, at this
time, the umbilical cord breaks. The female may be lying
down or standing up at the actual time of delivery.

When the cria is born, a thin, clear membrane will be

process may take longer. The birth canal may only just be
big enough to allow the passage of the cria.

If assistance is required, plenty of lubrication Is necessary
and then careful manipulation. I have found a lambing snare
around the head, behind the ears, is invaluable in this situa-

seen attached to the body. This is quite normal. Just make tion.

sure it does not cover the nose.

This second stage of labour may last for up to ninety
minutes and, if this stage is prolonged with continual strajn-
ing and no obvious progress, it indicates that something is
wrong. It is time to investigate and take corrective action.,

The third stage of labour involves the expulsion of the

placental membranes. This generally
takes place within two hours of the
birth. If this stage takes any longer, some
assistance is necessary.

All of the above describes the normal
delivery. But, how do you know if you are
observing an abnormal birth (dystocia)?

First, though, a comforting thought is
that it is estimated that less than five per
cent of alpaca births are dystocias.

Do not panic, but do be aware of the
signs so that you can take appropriate
action early enough and still end up with
a good result: a live cria.

How do you recognise a
dystocia?

The most important thing to observe s
how long the stages of labour are taking.
A dystocia is occurring if there are one
or more of the following signs:

*  the first stage of labour lasts for more
than six hours and does not progress
into the second stage;

* the second stage last for two or more
hours, but no progress is occurring;

¢ the female is getting tired from con-
tinually straining,

Always, if you are unsure, get some
assistance.

Maiden females

In maiden females, the soft tissues sur-
founding the birth canal have never
been stretched, so the whole birth

Sometimes the skin and muscle surrounding the vulva are
very tight and interfere with the passage of the cria and this
tissue needs to be cut (an episiotomy). This incision is
sutured after the birth and heals well. If an episiotomy is not
performed, the skin may split into the rectum and create
ongoing problems for future breeding of the female.
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LPACA STUD

* Why wait for the Peruvians, the

quality is already here!
Use “Purrumbete Snowman” to

upgrade your herd.

* Also standing at stud -
1994 Melbourne Royal and Lilydale
Supreme Champions “Beethoven”,
“Jack Flash”... both jet black,

* Complete agistment and stud
service to breeders and investors,

* Excellent range of alpacas for sale.

* New breeders — book now for our
Alpaca Education Days.

* 1.5 hrs from Melbourne, near

Geelong, Victoria.

“Snowman”

Jude Anderson Alan Cousill
Phone : 052 633 436 : 015 525 391

Facsimile : 052 633 364
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Malpresentations

Other birthing problems that may occur in all females and
not necessarily just maidens, involve malpresentations of the
cria. For example, a leg or both legs folded back; the head
twisted back; or the head upside down. There may be extra
legs presented as with twins; or the shoulder area may be too
large to come through the birth canal without easing one
shoulder through before the other. Most of these conditions
need to be corrected and then careful manipulation allows
the birth to proceed.

Another type of dystocia occurs when the cria is coming
backwards. There are two forms. One is the posterior pre-
sentation, which is when the feet are present in the birth
canal but the legs may be flexed. This flexion has to be cor-
rected before the cria can be delivered.

The other form is where only the tail and the bottom of
the cria are presented and the back legs of the cria run for-
wards under its body. This is the true breech presentation. It
is a much more serious dystocia and may require an epidur-
al anaesthetic to allow sufficient relaxation to get the legs up
into the birth canal without damaging the legs or the
female’s uterus.

Both of these presentations are serious because of the
pressure that is applied to the umbilical cord during the
birth. This can interfere with blood flow and result in the
birth of a weak cria: Inexperienced operators should seck
veterinary assistance in both cases.

Uterine torsion

Another form of dystocia is caused by uterine torsion, where
the uterus twists on its long axis, effectively closing the
cervix and stopping the cria from being born. In some cases
a caesarian needs to be performed. In other cases the torsion
can be corrected by rolling the female or by other manipu-
lations, allowing the cria to be born in the normal way.

If any of the above dystocias cannot be corrected, a cae-
sarian may be necessary.

What do you do after the birth?

The first thing to observe after the birth is the breathing of
the cria. If there is any difficulty with the breathing, make
sure that the nostrils are clear. If the blockage is lower down,
you may need to elevate the cria, holding it up by the back
legs while carefully supporting the rest of the body, to allow
the airway to drain clear.

At the same time, make sure that there is not too much
blood loss from the umbilicus. Sometimes a few moments of
digital pressure is all that is needed but, if necessary, the cord
stump can be tied off with sterile catgut or nylon. The cord
should be routinely disinfected with povidine iodine or
something similar.

If the weather is cold, make sure the cria is kept warm
with some form of shelter or a bale of hay.

Apart from the above, try not to interfere too much. If all
seems to be going well, observe from a distance.

Make sure that the cria is drinking properly. The first drink
is generally taken within the first hour of life and there are fre-
quent drinks taken during the next few hours. It is important
that the cria consumes an adequate amount of colostrum
within the first twenty-four hours of life, to provide it with
essential disease protection. After twenty-four hours, the cria’s
ability to absorb colostrum declines dramatically.

In a few cases an enema may be required, if there is exces-
sive straining by the cria, to enable it to pass the first faeces.

In summary, dystocias occur in only a very small per-
centage of alpaca births. If you are aware of the signs, you
can take early corrective action and still have a successful
outcome.

[There will be another informative article in Veterinary
Corner’ in the next issue.)

PACAPICS
WIN $50.00!

Send us your Paca Pic with an appropriate caption.
We'll feature the best pics received with a stud name credit.
Our judges will award $50 to the sender of the winning entry in each issue.
IF your photo is featured on the front cover of an issue of Alpacas Australia, you'll receive $150.00.

This issue’s great line up appears on pages 30-31
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To be or not to be (retired)...
that is the question

When husband Kurt was offered
retirement in the middle of
1993, he jumped at the chance, think-
ing that finally he would have time to
build all those model aeroplanes he
never had time to build; clean up in
the shed; renovate the bathroom; and,
maybe, even help me in the garden.

That worked well for a little while
— only the bathroom never got reno-
vated; and the novelty of not having
anything specific to do every day soon
wore off.

We then realised that we had to do
something with our lives, or we would
go mad and grow old before our time.

After all, we are only in our fifties,
pretty fit and energetic. So, we looked
around to maybe buy a shop. But

nothing very exciting was on the mar-
ket.

Then, one day, we saw an article
about alpacas in the ‘Good Weekend’
magazine from The Age on Saturday
and realised that here was something
we both could get involved in.

Kurt was an aircraft engineer before
retiring and also a ‘Mr. Fix-it-all’ and
still is! I worked as a secretary for
many year, so between us we should
have what it takes to run a small farm.

Kurt was born and bred on a small
farm in our native Denmark and,
although alpaca farming in Australia
has little to do with running a small
mixed farm in Denmark, there are lots
of skills and experiences that can be
transferred.

Imran*
MADE IN TASMANIA

software.

and airport.

Riki & Rainer Marten : Robinswood, RSD 626, Staverton, Tasmania, 7306
Telephone: (004) 81 1156 Facsimile: (004) 91 1136

B Full agistment with 24 hour
care plus experienced alpaca
veterinary attention.

B Full stud service, excellent sires,
pregnancy guaranteed by ultra sound scan.

B Full support service for clients, information happily
shared and networked.

B Full computer records on new CAMELID BASE
B Forty five minutes from Devonport. Close to ferry

B Wide range of carefully selected high quality
pregnant females for sale. Also fine fleeced
wethers and potential future sires.

B Our breeding program targets ideal conformation,
fine dense fleece and excellent temperament.

* co-owned with W., G. & N Ferrar
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We contacted AAA and had brochures and magazines
sent to us. We visited quite a few breeders and, all of a sud-
den, we were hooked. There was no longer talk about buy-
ing a business, or anything else. This was what we were
going to do. We were very impressed by the hospitality
offered to us by the many breeders we visited and how will-
ingly they all shared their experiences with us. We had never
come across anything like it.

We put our suburban house on the market and started to
look for a small property. That took us almost 3 months and
a lot of driving around the countryside. But then, one day,

e
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we found it. It is near Rosedale in Gippsland, is on 10.6 hec
(26 acres) and has been used for running horses, so the set-
up is ideal. There are a lot of beautiful old gum trees on the
property and we have a lovely view over the mountains.

We moved in just before Christmas. When we had signed
on the dotted line, selling our house in Sale and buying the
property, Kurt was offered full time work at the RAAF base
at Fast Sale. He accepted, so the daily running of the farm
is left to me.

Our two sons, both living in Melbourne, thought we had
gone completely mad, when we told them what we intend-
ed to do. But then, after coming with us to the
Alpaca Field Day at Pakenham, last year, they realised
how lovely the animals are and how interesting they
would be for us. They love coming home to the farm
for the weekend and get an ‘overdose’ of fresh coun-
try air.

We recently bought our first alpacas: two pregnant
females and a young male. They have settled in real-
ly well.

Both Kurt and [ have taken to country life, loving
every minute of being on our property and caring for
alpacas. Our new lifestyle has given us a new lease of
life and we are very grateful to be part of the ‘alpaca
experience’.

AKHIRA

PTY. LTD.

Have moved to:
Wt Pleasant Boad,
Bordaood, S.4. 5254

*Pregnant females, stud quality males and
wethers for sale.
*Excellent range of males at stud

AKHIRA ALPACA SHOP

Now open on the property just 2km from Birdwood.
Large range of imported and Australian Alpaca

knitwear, garments, hats, rugs, wall hangings, jewellery,
spinning and knitting wool etc.

Phone: 085 685 422
Fax: 085 685 266
Mobile: 018 857 346
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ix years ago, Boyd Williams, a young Victorian farmer, set a

long term aim of handling his own merino wool from raw
fleece to finished product. That dream is now a reality. Boyd has
created a small and very unique yarn spinning mill. This mill is
capable of processing short runs of a variety of fibres. It can cre-
ate yarns from almost any fibre, or combination of fibres, and
can produce unusual finishes with the use of a special twisting
machine.

The Willabaa woollen mill is located in Ballarat. The project
began with an attempt to source suitable machinery to start a
small woollen mill. This was a difficult task, as the mills in
Australia had the attitude they would prefer to smash their
machines than sell them.

Having located the equipment, Boyd’s next problem was to
reassemble and recondition the machines. Considering that the
spinning machine alone has thousands of pieces, this was a huge
task.

Being Australia’s largest alpaca
R al C di stud, we have a great selection of
Oy ana an pregnant New Zealand, Australian,
3 and Chilean born females for sale.

Alp aca Ra.nLh Many of these fine animals are

due to deliver their offspring

Immediately!

We specialise in assisting new
comers into the industry with top
quality breeding stock, and helpful,

ongoing advice. Advice on any

A'pacas for Sa,e aspectofbuyingore REp

raising
For a sales list of available alpacas, and a dpacasis e e B
Free Report on Investing in Alpacas call now: only a TURN $25,000 N0 AmoST
'“ ALF A MILLION. &
Peter and Pauline Williams phone P Hmmw OQ.
Tel: (052) 67 2353 Fax: (052) 67 2628 call away. € pg®
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T had to take photos and number
all the parts to help me put them back
together. It was like a huge jigsaw puz-
zle’

Now Boyd has a complete set of
machinery. It includes carding and
spinning, twisting, weaving and knit-
ting equipment. He has become
skilled at producing high quality yarns
of a consistent standard.

Over the last few years, the factory
has been transformed from a bare shell
to a unique complex that contains a
shop, museum and viewing area over
the machinery used to make the yarn.

Spinning yarn from a variety of
fibres of combinations is usually done
on a commission basis. “This has been
an interesting part of the business as we
have had the opportunity to work with
a variety of fibres such as mohair, ango-
ra rabbit and alpaca,” Boyd comments.

‘There is a huge potential for the
use of other fibres apart from wool
and, by creating various combina-

tions, some stunning effects can be
achieved. We are enthusiastic about
the future for these alternative fibres
and yarns and are keen to be involved
in developing successful methods of
processing alpaca in particular, as it is
a new industry in Australia.’

Contrary to earlier beliefs, alpaca
fibre does need to be scoured before
carding can begin.

‘Our first attempt at carding alpaca
was a disaster,” says Boyd. ‘Tt was
unscoured, and very quckly gummed
up the machines.’

Now the fibre is scoured prior to
commencing the yarn manufacturing
process and much better results are
achieved.

The shop at Willabaa sells a small
quantity of alpaca hand knits. They
are manufactured from yarn spun at
Willabaa, then hand knitted into
superb jumpers. Being so unusual,
they always sell quickly and attract a
lot of attention.

ALPACA
INSURANCE
SO
RING
ROWNTREE

Toll free: (008) 251 900
Business: (02) 363 5814
Home: (02) 363 4762
Fax: (02) 362 4039

David Rowntree
Livestock Insurance
Brokers Pty Ltd

Member: NIBA

KIKUYU GRASS SEED
The perfect pasture for Alpaca

HIGH IN PROTEIN

v

Rid pastures of weeds to
protect flecce value.

Turn problem areas around water
troughs, tank overflows, creek and
dam banks into pasture areas.

@

For further information and a free sample contact:

EYKAMP KIKUYU COMPANY
SPRING RIDGE ROAD,
QUIRINDI 2343

TEL: 067 462 241 FAX: 067 462 107
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Marty McGee articles — from next issue

rom time to time, we have pub-
F lished information about TTEAM
clinics for llaras and alpacas conduct-
ed in Australia by Marty McGee

Marty has just concluded a series of
clinics and various public demonstra-
tions and has returned home to New
Mexico.

There has been considerable inter-
est among alpaca and llama owners jg
Marty’s clinics and in the TTEAM
training system. Consequently, we
have arranged to have Marty con-
tribute to Alpacas Australia, Her arti-
cles will contain training tips, case his-
tories and other interesting aspects of
her work.

TTEAM, the “Tellington Touch
Every Animal Method’ is a training
system developed by internationally
known horse trainer Linda Tellington-

Jones. It is based on the premise that
when an animal resists it is because the
animal is afraid, in pain, or doesn’t
understand whar is required. TTEAM
secks to re-educate the animal with
understanding, and without using
force and fear. It is an interesting and
time-saving method of dealing with all
animals.

Marty believes that TTEAM offers
practical and efficient solutions for
problems that owners and breeders
often experience. The methods apply
equally to individual animals and to
large herds.

Marty is the only officially recog-
nised TTEAM instructor for llamas
and alpacas who is able to certify
TTEAM practitioners.

A graduate with a degree in animal
behaviour from the University of

Georgia, Marty has raised llamas since
1981.

She has been teaching handling and
holding training clinics since 1989
and has worked in the United States,
Canada, England, France, New
Zealand and Australja.

Author of many articles on a variety
of llama and alpaca topics, Marty con-
tributes regularly to Zlzmas Magazine,
Alpacas and TTEAM News Inter-
national. She has also been invited to
speak at many veterinary schools in
the USA and was the only trainer
asked to contribute to The Veterinary
Clinics of North America Series on
Llamas.

We believe you'll find much of
interest in the Marty McGee articles.
The first will appear in the next issue
of Alpacas Australia,

Purumbete Plantagenet’s micron co-
incredibly low 17.5% (as tested at 2 years)l But that's not all, with
his fine white fibre, Merino-like density and faultless conformation,

SERVICE FEE $1,200 includes Pregnancy certificate
Also standing at stud: JOLIMONT BUSTER, the popular black.

O Fully supervised agistment
O Vet on call 24 hours

O Quality pregnant females for sale with heaith & pregnancy
certificates. Histograms avaiiable.

Expert investment advice for new breeders
It Fersonal Investment Manthly: June 1654, COVEr sy

In partnership with Hamiltor-Bridges, we are pleased to announce

the arrival of the FIRST PERUVIANS. View. these magnificent stud Sires 3 —
. from April 1995,
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To place your business card
advertisement in the Business
Direcory, contact: Joy Vellios,
PTW Desktop and Design.
Phone (03) 9428 9663 or
fax (03) 9428 2728.
Only $100, including produc-
tion or as little as $80 per issue
for regular advertisers.

ALPACA FLEECEPAK

The complete fleece storage system...

MULTI-PURPOSE — SUITABLE FOR SMALL
AND LARGE BREEDERS

This recyclable and uniform packaging system prevents
contamination of fibre, eliminates sweating, minimises fibre lustre
loss, simplifies fleece management, allows for segregation of fleece

types and provides security of content.

For your FLEECEPAKS

phone: 015 884 570 or 018 352 285
fax: 03 830 4382

QUALITY
ALPACA
SUPPLIES

¢ BOOKS

* HALTERS & LEADS
* FLOOR RUGS

* MAGNETS

* BLANKETS

* TEDDY BEARS

For a catalogue
please phone or fax
Christine Roffey on

PhiFax: (02) 630 3731

(GONNS PLAINS SToRE & ALpaca CENTRE
T A S MANTIA

NOW OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Visitors Welcome — Wethers for Sale
Alpaca Rugs, Jumpers, Craft Work and Jewellery
We offer sales and management advice
Alpaca fleece and alpaca pellets for sale

Telephone: (004) 291 279 - Mike and Shirley Lloyd

TRARON ALPACAS

"
Db o

* Top quality males
standing at stud

* Agistment available

* Animals for sale

BILL & ANNETTE ROBBINS
TRARON ALPACAS
RMB 7062,
WODONGA VIC. 3691
PHONE: (060) 725 224

u

m | M ,ALJACASO‘
ST a

Chris, Lindy & Pam Mahomed

G lo .
P R "-."-';’*:1‘&9, Phone (056) 82 2490
{‘"p 5. R.M.B. 1376 Beach Road, Foster, 3960
W STUD SERVICE

WE LOVE THEM, WE BREED THEM, WE SHOW & WE SHEAR THEM

“f ogans

for Alpaca insurance
Ph: (02) 9091499 Fax: (02)909 8057




BUSINESS directory

= ALPACA GIFTWARE
s PO Box 74 Geelong Vic 3220
= Phone (052) 78 7159
S

Printed T-shirts, Polo Shirts, Windcheaters & Jackets
Available in Design A or Design B
Exclusive Range of Quality Giftware
New stock arriving continually
Send or Phone for your free catalogue.

FINE ALPACA GARMENTS, TEXTILES
AND ACCESSORIES

THE ArLrPACA CENTRE

AUSTRALIA
Old Hume Highway, Berrima NSW 2577

For wholesale and retail enquiries:

Ph: (048) 77 1399 Fax: (048) 77 1375

Capalba Park Alpacas

Garments in Luxurious Alpaca
Suppliers of Alpaca Yarns, Tops
& All Your Alpaca needs

Call us now for

Catalogue — information

Geoff or Nancy Halpin

R.M.B. 4820 Seymour Ph 057 99 1688

ST e 13

ALPACA CONSULTANT

@ Qualified Wool Classer . gf AGrade Judge

Auailable for professional
herd & fleece classing

Phone:(063) 83 3531 . Wyona Aleaca Stud
Fax:(063)83 3578 Thuddungra, Via Young
Mobile: 018699 280 N.SW.2594

into garmevﬁs of your
choice.

PLEASE CALL: LYN (954) 332 753 OR
ELAINE (054) 333 248

INSURE YOUR ALPACAS Alawah Alpacas
Embryo from 4 Months after Covering.
Conditions Apply. Cria from 1 Day Oid. ) )
Alpacas to 12 Years. First Class Service & Security. SALES, Chris & Graham Greig
AGISTMENT
Park Lane Insurance RMB 379
iINSURANCE BROKERS PTY. LTD. AND Sutton Road
Tel: (03) 719 7377 AVAILABLE Bh: (06) 230 3459
e Fax: (03) 719 7723 Fax: (06) 2303567
( ALPACA BREEDERS | ercedin for e,
ALPACOS lighter coloured
'HaVe YOM}‘ alpaca ﬂeece 'r\andspun A P/L al acas
for your own use or sale. R P
If required it may be b K -
machine or hand knitted Young Visitorg weicome

Peter and Leni
van Bruinessen
Bourkes Lane
Ph: (063) 82 3421

PO Box 654,
Young, 2594 NSW




LEONARDO SENIOR CHAMPION
TWICE IN 1993

C.,F., & J. Chandler
P.O. Box 223

Red Hill South, Vie. 3937
Telephone: (059) 89 2731

ALPACA INSURANCE

Call Gow-Gates today to obtain the
best rates available.

Ph (02) 635 3866 Fax (02) 891 5649

Always copied, never beaten
— makes you think, doesn’t it?

“TRULEEN DOWNS”
ALPACA STUD FARM

* LIVESTOCK INVESTMENT
* SALES & STUD SERVICE
* MANAGEMENT
* AGISTMENT

Toomuc Valley Road
Pakenham, Victoria 3810

Eng: Colleen or Trudy
Phone: (059) 411 994
Fax: (03) 794 6828

BROKERS

V

CAMELID INSURANCE
2 Sandilands Street,
South Melbourne, 3205
PO Box 7660, Melbourne, 3004

Telephone: (03) 696 4788
Facsimile: (03) 696 2982
Contact Grantley Fearn

AIS BROKERS PTY. LTD.

EQUINE & LIVESTOCK DIVISION
ACN 007 422 273

Lana Rounal P
Protect your investmente

with our tried and proven quality alpaca paddock
rugs, halters, feeders and associated products

for further information contact:
Suzanne BROWNE(LOCKHART) on:

PHONE: 059 62 3927

THE SOFT ¥ TOUCH IN KNITWEAR

Alpaca wool offers warmth without
bulk, is easy to care for and comes in
many different colours.

DARFIELD ALFACA offers even
more. We have created an exclusive
range of classic knitwear which is
dateless yet contemporary and incredibly luxurious to wear,

Choose from our mail order catalogue of thirty four designs which
we will make to measure. Priced from $250 to $280.

If you love knitting, you may prefer to knit your own pattern using
our range of 9 natural colours in 50 gm 8 ply balls. Price $5.50 per
ball (plus $5.00 P & P).

Write, phone or fax for your colour catalogue.

DARFIELD

R.M.B. 2305, Phone: (058) 29 0210
Tatura, VIC.,, 3616 Fax: (058) 29 0210 )




EDITORIAL AND ADVERTISING DEADLINES

and acknowledgements

The following are deadlines Jor the Ackn ow ledgem ents
submission of editorial material and

advertising for the remaining two This is a particularly colourful issue
issues of Alpacas Australia, Jor 1995, and we are very grateful to those who
have contributed photographs and

ing us to model and photograph
alpaca garments for our fashion page.
Thank you to The Alpaca Centre
Australia for our covet, fashion page
and other contributions; and to Greg

Issue 12 — Spring
Due: September 1995
Deadline: Friday 21 July

Issue 13 — Summer
Due: December 1995
Deadline: Friday 20 October

Editorial
(including ‘Letters to the Editor’)

Please mark all editorial contributions
10 the astention of Carol Hosking.

If possible, all editorial contributions
should be typed. Visual material can
be colour photographs or transparen-
cies. We will endeavour o return all
photos and slides,

Advertising
Please mark all advertising material to
the attention of Joy Vellios.

Rates and specifications are available
on request. We can accept camera
ready material or will produce adver-
tising material to specification.

Please address all editorial and
advertising to:

PTW Deskrop & Design
Unit 9, 663 Victoria Street
Abbotsford 3067 Victoria

For further information

Phone: (03) 9428 9663
Fax: (03) 9428 2728

during business hours.

assistance. To Rhonda and Capalba West of Australizs Exotir News, whose
Park Alpacas, many thanks for allow- photos also appear in this issue.

e S

_ “STANDING AT STUD*

* “TRUE BLUE” « “VEGEMITE” « PURRUMBETE ERIC "
* BRED ON NATURALLY FERTILE SOILS » JOHNES FREE
* HEALTHY ALPACAS FOR SALE 100% BREEOING SUCCESS

« FINE DENSE FLEECES « AGISTMENT TRANSPORT

AND LEASING AVAILABLE '
AND LEASING AVAILABLE

PARKES

"BONNIE VAL
ORANGE

ALPACAS WINTER 1995 37




AAA NOTES

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

by Janie Hicks, AAA Committee member

DISPELLING ALPACA
MYTHS

Arecent article in The Land news-
paper reported on the Town and
Country Farmer Alpaca Auction held
in Mudgee (NSW) in May, noting
that, “The result [of the sale] indicates
a level of maturity has entered the
industry, with many buyers not pre-
pared to pay the high prices of the past
for animals which, in their eyes, were
“not up to scratch” in age or quality.’

This view shows that the Alpaca
industry’s aims to dispel the earlier
myths about alpacas and focus on the
sensible promotion of the industry,
backed up by increasingly rigorous
and detailed research, are showing div-
idends. It is an approach which has
the effect of confounding the critics
and underlining the true qualities of
alpacas and their remarkable fleece.

This increased professionalism
encourages long-term investment and
allows for the ecasier integration of
sophisticated breeding techniques and
quality fleece production with the tex-
tile manufacturing industry. More-
over, it enables the latter to strive for
cost-effective, user-friendly, quality
fabric production.

The spirit of our industry

Referring to the recent Hawkesbury
Show, Ron Hales, president of the
region, commented that, ‘Owners and
breeders have shown great dedication
to the animals and to the improve-
ment of the industry.’

Nor is this spirit of enthusiasm lim-
ited to any particular region or group.
Rather, it is characteristic of the whole

m ALPACAS WINTER 1995

industry throughout the nation as an
increased emphasis on education takes
effect.

All states now have comprehensive
and thought-provoking newsletters.
There are weekend shows, field days,
woollaramas, expos and alpacafests.

In March, Tasmania hosted the
Bothwell International Spin In, where
the AAA took part in demonstrations
of spinning, felting, rug production
and fine garment manufacture.

Despite the
between studs in Western Australia,
February saw 90 alpaca breeders tak-
ing part in what was tagged ‘The
Great Southern Alpaca Trek’, in the
South West of the state, near
Denmark, where there were three edu-
cational displays hosted by three host
studs. Soon, at Muresk Agricultural

massive distance

College, the seat of agricultural study
in WA, the region will hold an Alpaca
Farming Seminar.

Victorians have not drawn breath,
cither. In the last six months there
have been wonderful displays of pro-
motional and educational energy.
From the Geelong Alpacafest to the
Seymour Alternative Farming Expo,
people are soaking up alpaca knowl-
edge.

In NSW, the Sydney Royal Easter
Show and two major auctions, accom-
panied by presentations from Dr Jim
Watts and Peter Howe (advisers to
CSIRO and the wool industry), have
inspired breeders from across the state.
Courses on pastures, genetics and
nutrition are run regularly from the
Sheep and Wool section of the Sydney
TAFE.

On a national level, well known

lecturer from The Melbourne College
of Textiles, Cameron Holt, has run
courses throughout the country, enti-
tled ‘An Introduction to Alpaca Fibre’.

Alpaca handling and training
demonstrations by visiting US
TTEAM expert, Marty McGee
attracted scores of breeders, Australia
wide.

In April, Australia saw superb dis-
plays of alpaca fashion by award win-
ning local designers, which enhanced
understanding of the fibre’s true poten-
tial. Australia’s first alpaca fashion cata-
logue was launched, advancing the tex-
tile use of alpaca another step.

International alpaca
seminar ‘Cria to
Criation’

All these activities culminate next
month in the international Alpaca
Seminar ‘Cria to Criation’ to be held
from 7 to 9 July.

Dr Walter Bravo, famed for his
expertise in camelid medicine, travels
all over the world lecturing on topics
from reproduction to fibre production
and will be among many exciting
guest speakers.

Also appearing will be Mr Robert
Weatherall. A specialist in the manu-
facturing of elite fibres from camel to
cashmere, Mr Weatherall hails from
Bradford, England. He understands
alpaca fleece characteristics intimately
as well as how to process and marker it
to the great fashion houses of Europe.

The seminars should be fascinat-
ing, entertaining and well worth the
trip to Deakin University in Victoria’s
large regional city of Geelong,.



Information abour the seminar is
available from Jenny Jones at the AAA
office. (03) 9877 0773.

Inaugural events

Hard on the heels of the seminar will
be the mighty Nambour Show. This
highlights the development of the
industry, when Queensland breeders
take their alpacas to competition class-
es for the first time in the state’s histo-
ry of agriculture,

South Australians, in August, will
S€€ an exciting new event at the
Adelaide Royal. Alpacas will grace the
ring under scrutiny of the judge for
the first time at this prestigious show,

Then, in an all-out brilliant combi-
nation of energy and goodwill, all the
regions of New South Wales will host
the ‘State Fair’ in October,

A Worid Alpaca
Highlight — the Nationol
Show and International
Alpaca Classic Auction in
Sydney, Australia, 1995

Scheduled for 11-12 November in
Sydney, the promotion by the AAA
has already sparked enthusiasm from
the USA and we are expecting to see
buyers clambering up the walls 1o bid
for Australian pedigree stock.

When considering your lovely line
up of elite quality alpacas for this very
high profile event, it is important to
observe, amongst other things, fleece
length and Pregnancy status at time of
auction and to ser aside your stock
now.

When you receive your nomination
forms in August, fill them out,
remembering that your stud will be
written into what will be the early his-
tory books of a grear Australian indus-
try.

For further information, do not
hesitate to call any one of the team of
very helpful organisers. They are:

Graeme Dickson (Chairperson):
045 765 048; Pauline Nugent (head-
ing up the Show arrangements): (044
651 400/ 044 651 489 or; or Alan
Maxwell (for all general enquiries):
045 761 206.

Thank you

There have been excellent contribu-
tions to this issue of Alpacas Australia
from breeders, professionals and acad-

——

* Jet black sire
* Senior Champion,
Royal Melbourne

Show 1992

Also standing at stud

GREY BEAR

* Beautiful light/medjum grey

* Soft handling, fine dense fleece

* Excellent conformation
* Stud fee $1000

* All possible advice and support to new and existing breeders
* Agistment available; All animals under 24 hour care

Engquiries and inspections welcome ...
Contacr : ‘Mandy or Craig Lawton

Phone: (02) 652 2638 or (02) 652 2777
Fax:  (02) 652 2639

PROUDLY ANNOUNCES THE
INCA BLACK MA

STUD FEE $1250

emics both from within and outside
Australia, for which we extend a huge
thank you. (See also page 59.)

If you wish to contribute from your
Own experience or knowledge, or wish
to respond to an article, please contact
our editor, Carol Hosking,

We hope you enjoy this issue of
Alpacas Australia, and very much look
forward to meeting you at the
International Industry Seminar in

July.

AL (IN SYDNEY) OF
GIC

* Superb Fleece
temperament
confirmation -

* Progeny available
for inspection

CENTURI

* Artractive Dark Fawn

* Super Dense Fleece

*  Excellent coverage and
conformation

* Progeny available for inspection

* Stud Fe¢ $1000
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COMING EVENTS

JuLy 16
National Commitree Meeting — Sydney

JuLry 30-23
Melbourne Sheep Show

Alpaca classes and promotional stand.
Judging may be on Friday 21 July (to
be confirmed). Contact: Colleen Egan
(03)9376 3733 or Dianne Condon
(03) 9730 1399.

Jury 29
Annual General Meeting — Central
Region
The AGM will be held at the

Newham Hall commencing at 2 pm.
Contact: Jane Szigethy (054) 270 375.

AUuGuUsT 27

Annual General Meeting
Australian Alpaca Association Inc.

The Annual General Meeting of the
Australian Alpaca Association Inc. will
be held at the Mooney Valley
Racecourse, Melbourne at a time to be
confirmed. Notice of Meeting will be
circulated to all members at the
appropriate time.

SEPTEMBER 21-OCTOBIER 1
Royal Melbourne Show

Alpacas will be on display during the
first weekend of the Melbourne Show.
Judging will take place in the
Federation Ring on Saturday 23
September (time to be confirmed).
For further information, contact:
Colleen Egan (03) 9376 3733 or
Dianne Condon (03) 9730 1399.

OCTOBER 13-15
Gosford Show — NSW

Alpaca judging classes. Contact: Wayne
Clymo, phone/fax (043) 621 804. (No
phone calls bus. hrs.)

m ALPACAS WINTER 1995

Speakers include:

OCTOBER 13-15
Shepparton Show — Vic

Alpaca classes will be judged on
Sunday 15 October. Please apply to
H. Morgan (058) 214 677 for the
schedule,

OCTOBER 22 (TENTATIVE)
Kyneton Expo — Central Region

Central Region is in the throes of
planning their annual Kyneton Expo.
(It is tentatively scheduled for 22
October).

Watch next issue for further details.
For further information, contact: Jane

Szigethy (054) 270 375.

Australian Alpaca

Association Inc.

CRIA TO CRIATION

International Industry Seminar
Friday 7 to Sunday 9 July, 1995

This exciting and stimulating industry seminar will be
held at Deakin University, Geelong, Victoria.

® Dr Walter Bravo (USA)
® Robert Weatherall (Alpha Tops, UK

Bookings now open
Jenny Jones: (03) 9877 0778

OCTOBER 29

Alpaca Extravaganza 1995 — Vic
Eastern Region

The event will take place at KCC
Park, Dandenong-Hastings Road,
Lyndhurst. Will include alpaca show,
auction, displays and trade stands. For
further information contact: Lyla
Fisher (059) 985 245.

SORRY!

Our pic of the pack winner from
Arcadian Alpacas was Denise (not
Denis!) Moysey and ‘Pac-in-the-Box’
was submitted by Susan Eastmure
(not Eastman). Gremlins again!

L




Born Into 3 Class, Not a Herd.

The difference between an alpaca and 2 World
Class Alpaca begins before birth. As the first true
alpaca stud in Australia, World Class Alpacas are
committed to producing the very finest stock.

Every World Class investment is of excellent
conformation, true to type, with dense fleece of
even consistent colour.

Working in partnership with Veterinarian
Dr Anthony Stachowski, the leading American
breeder of alpacas, our World Class approach
involves all aspects of animal husbandry.

“GLENWOOD” THREE CHAIN ROAD

Nutrition and health are covered extensively
ina complete breeding program designed to pro-
duce the very finest Alpacas in Australia,

And to ensure the quality of your investment,
every World Class Alpaca comes with a compre-
hensive Health Certificate to ensure that your
ownership is both profitable and enjoyable,

Phone now for a no obligatiqn appointment to
view the World Class Alpaca stud. Sandra and
Laurie Harrison will be delighted to show you the
fine selection of World Class investments,

COBAW VICTORIA 3442
PHONE: (054) 270 500 FAX: (054) 270 g5

Batters & McKay 606WCA
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