pecial

— MIGUEL
AZUCENA

Bonanza Natural
Fibres SLF




ALPACA.- ST

BOOKINGS' BEING TAKEN
FOR Al .[.UM.FL.) NUMBER
. OF MATINGS
TOJOUR OU J‘"'J}\jJ.)JJJf’
VIRNEIIZ KEAWN ;
"'FJ_J WIALE

,AR R ‘j_d JJ \/l(’iJ‘in_lA

= \ S e 007 -
Jr\:lJJr\K{ J,JJ/: ';\JJD
V8E & FINE \\JHJTE

VIAN STUD MALES



A7
£

(
)pc(iul Interview
MIGUEI
AZUCENA

Cover photo courtesy Alpaca Syndicated
Traders Pty Ltd

ADVERTISERS /1.4

Australian Alpaca Fibre Marketing Organisation .16
Acheron Valley Alpacas...........c.ccco.oveeveeeeveeeerennns 36
AIS Insurance Brokers . .45

Akhira Pty Ltd ................ ....52
Alpaca Giftware............. 47
Alpacandes Alpacas . ...43
Amberdale Alpacas ............c..cooveeeveeeeeeeeeeen 9
Ambersun AlPacas ............cc.ouvveveereeeeeeeerreninn 46
Australian Alpacas....

Banksia Park ...........o.cooovvveiveeeeeeeeeeeee e, 29
Benleigh Alpaca Stud ..............cco.cooovvveiveceann., 3

Bethongabel Alpaca Stud ...
Bonnie Vale Alpacas..............ccccovveveveeeeerennns
Calico Alpaca Brokers ............c.coooeeveeveemreeeennn,
Coolaroo Alpaca Stud .............

David Rowntree Insurance
Eclipse Alpacas ............ccccovveeveerereene.
Eringa Park Alpacas..............
Eykamp Kikuyu Company ..........ccccooovvverrrnnnnn.. 28
Finning First National ................c.ccccoovoevvevenn.. 59
Greater Southern Cross Alpacas........................ 42

Greenvale AIPaCas...............cc.coeeveeeeeereerresesrnnn, 20
High Country Alpacas .............ccccoo.covvvveevveenanne. 23
Hope Downs AIpacas.............cccceeveeeeeeeerrnnnn.. 32
INCA AIPACAS.........eoveeeeeeeee e 5
Merungle AIpacas ...............cccooveeeeeeeeeenn.. 45
Pengelly Alpaca Stud................... inside front cover

Pinjarra Alpacas
Pucara Alpaca Stud

Sharpe Laboratories (Di-Vetelact)...................... 55
Shanbrooke Alpacas .............c..cc.cooeeeeeeerererennnn. 7
Shelbory Park Alpacas/Gunnamatta Stud ........... 34
Suricaya Alpaca Stud ..............cooovevrevereeen. 56

Surilana Alpacas ...........
Swan Valley Alpacas.....

Traron Alpacas........................... .33
Windsong Valley Alpacas................c.ccceeernenn.... 11
Wilburtins INSUrance................cooveeveeveeeeerneenn. 27
World Class Alpacas.................... inside back cover
Wyona Chipper (Sarah Harris).............ccccooe...... 24

14

22

25

27

28

29

32

33

34

37
a9

48

50
53

54

59
60

awaae: CONTENTS

THOSE MONGREL ALPACAS...
Jill Short answers Don Burke

A MAN WITH A MISSION
New GM, David Johnson sets goals

SURI FIBRE PROCESSING
Sandra Keane interviews Miguel Azucena, Bonanza Natural Fibres SRL

HEDGE-HOGGING ALPACAS “EAT IT NEAT'!
The Tagasaste Hedge!

ALPACAS! CENTRE STAGE, IF YOU PLEASE

Some run off to join the circus ... others to the zoo

ALPACAS: GETTING STARTED
Peter Kelly has written a book about it

TAKE CARE OF YOUR CRYPTOGAMIC LAYER
Otherwise, you'll lose a whole Liliputian kingdom of plants and animals

SPECIAL EVENTS: ROYAL FARM EXPO
South Australia puts on a show

THE SYDNEY ROYAL

The winners!

MEET THE HEAVENLY TWINS!
Live alpaca twins born in the UK

FUTURE IMPORTS TO BE SCREENED
The Association adopts stringent screening standards

STOP PRESS
Notice of upcoming special events

WHEN OWNERS BECOME BREEDERS
The Calders welcome a special new arrival

A GRAND YOUNG LADY: BENLEIGH HIGHLAND LASS
Supreme Champion, RAS, 1997

GINA RINEHART ENTERS THE ALPACA INDUSTRY IN WA
Introducing Hope Downs Alpacas

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ASSESSING HUACAYA FIBRE...
From a breeders perspective — from Mike Safley, USA

PACAPICS

Two great picture pages of our favourite animals
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

WHAT’S NEW?
Review of new publications and important updates available from the AAA

HMM... CATS AND ALPACAS
Marty McGee points out some striking similarities

EDITORIAL AND ADVERTISING DEADLINES
ORDER FORM — ASSOCIATION PUBLICATIONS

ALPACAS WINTER 1997 n




Those mongrel alpacas...

On the morning of March 21, Don Burke
rang 2UE’s John Laws to promote what
he called, ‘a big story... about all those
fad animals...” to be aired that evening
on Burkes Backyard. The TV segment
was not complimentary to the alpaca
industry and reflected similar treatment
handed out by Burke a few years ago.

However, what I found particularly
offensive was his description, during the
Laws interview, of the Australian alpacas
as ‘sort of mongrelised animals that have
no potential to throw any particular type
of fleece at all’.

This is basically a load of rubbish.
The remark reflects Burke's ignorance of
work being done in Australia to increase
our understanding of alpaca genetics in
order to assist breeders to develop
improved alpaca breeding techniques.

For example, our July International
Industry Seminar lectures and work-
shops will combine practicalities with
progress reports on current research.
Among the most eagerly awaited reports
are those of Bill Wall and Ron Cole on
coat colour inheritance; and on suri/hua-
caya crossings from Ponzoni ez 4/ ; and
from Hubbard er 4/ on the RIRDC
ongoing alpaca research project.

Among other things, Burke accused
industries of talking their livestock prices
‘up to blazes’. Alpaca prices remain
bouyant for quality animals. Yes, the
industry promotes alpacas, but this sta-
bility has been achieved for a combina-
tion of reasons. One major factor, in my
view, is that most breeders are in the
industry for the ‘long haul’. They don't
jump in, make a profit and leave.

As a litmus test for this theory, I
checked the breeders who advertised in
the first edition of Alpacas Australia
(autumn 1992). They were: Suricaya,
Benleigh, Inca, Shanbrooke, Cedar
House, Alpaca-link Breeding Services;
Carwidya, Capalba Park, Amberdale,
Wyona, Coliban Valley, Alpacos Park,
Pinjarra, Alawah, Truleen Downs,
Glenwood, Haldane. All but a couple

remain regular advertisers.
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During the Royal Sydney Show
Canadian alpaca judge, Maggie Krieger
commented on the dramatic improve-
ment in animal exhibits since last she
judged here in 1995.

While we can take comfort from
Maggie’s analysis, no-one but a fool
would deny that it will be some time
before the over-all numbers and quality
of Australian alpacas will give us a viable
fibre industry. It’s a slow process, a learn-
ing experience and damned hard work.

Luckily, there has been a huge
amount of help given to the industry —
from members of new and older fibre
industries and from veterinarians. When
Australian vets began caring for alpacas,
they had little or no experience of
camelids and virtually no veterinary
information on which they could rely.
The formation, some two years ago, of
the Australian Camelid Veterinary
Network was a welcome and extremely
useful innovation. It has provided vets
with a structure for the sharing of infor-
mation about camelids, built up a darta
bank of case histories and has assisted
vets and breeders alike to understand and
maintain the health of their animals.

Optimism has played a large part in
the development of the industry. It has
produced investment of capital, time and
expertise. It rides upon the knowledge
that alpaca fibre has a strong world mar-
ket and the belief that Australia can pro-
duce fibre of sufficient quality and quan-
tity to tap into that market.

Don Burke, on the other hand holds
a negative and pessimistic view of the
alpaca industry. Fair media, we believe,
allows balance. In this case, Burke has
denigrated the industry and presented a
biased view of its circumstances. It’s both
unethical and irresponsible.

Don Burke could have tested the
industry’s credibility against its record: a
steady increase in animal numbers; con-
formational improvement; improved
fibre yield and quality; and sale price sta-
bility. We regret he chose not to do so.
Jill Short, Secretary




A Man

based on an interview by
Carol Hosking with new
AAA general manager,
David Johnson

National Supreme Champlon 1995

“Purrumbete Brigantine”
~ Now standing at stud

Benleigh offers:
~ * Superior blood lines at Stud

with a Mission

David Johnson is busy settling in to his
job as general manager of the Australian
Alpaca Association. I managed to catch
up with him one late afternoon in his
office at the Associations headquarters
in Forest Hill.

Our interview revolved largely
around David’s brief to play a key role
in evolving a business plan that will set
firm directions for the industry.

‘Where are we going and how are we
going to get there?” he said. “What are
the expectations and aspirations of
members? Its my task to find these
things out and to make sure that the
Association creates a business plan that
truly reflects the wishes of its members.’

According to David, the plan will
cover the next twenty years with
defined short, medium and long term

goals.

“The first task is to produce a vision
statement that provides insight into
future reality. What is our vision for the
industry as it further develops?

“When we know what our vision is,
we go to stage two: the mission. That
is, how we make our vision come true.

“A massive amount of work will be
involved in collecting all kinds of infor-
mation on which we can base our
strategies.

“The first of these information-seek-
ing exercises will be to find out a lot
more about the members of our own
Association. This is in the planning
stages as we speak — and we'll be
employing professionals to take a ran-
dom sample of members and come up
with a profile that will enable us to
understand the make-up of our
Association.

BENLEIGH
ALPACA STUD

First Stud in Australia to win
“Back to Back” SUPREME
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS
1995 & 1996

Only Stud in Australia to be
awarded both National Supreme
Champion Alpaca & National
Supreme Champion Fleece in
same year

* Experience only a lifetime in fkfmmg

and animal husbandry can offer

* Consultation, Eduaztzon é’ Support for

new breeders

o I p qualzty stock and merchandise FOR SALE

Geelong Victoria

National Supreme Champion 1996
“Benleigh Highland Lass”

For an appomtment call Allan or Carolyn ]mks Ph (03) 5250 2737 Fax: (03) 5250 3447
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COOLAROO

A Spit Above the Rest
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r=—-
1

1 I:l Yes, I would like more information on Coolaroo
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PLEASE FAXTO 048 785 233
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OR 0419 995 553
- Coolaroo Alpaca Stud
- Joadja Road Mittagong
AA/6/97 . NSW 2575
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need to understand

‘We the
Association’s role now and what it
might be in the future. A breed society?
A peak industry body? Will the AAA
remain the primary industry group or
can we foresee changes in the structure
of the industry that will need to be
made?

‘Some hard-nosed analysis of the
fibre market that is potentially ours is
crucial to the setting up of a feasible
business plan. The broader industry
needs to be investigated and the rela-
tionships within it defined: breeder,
processor, management, designers,
consumers — within Australia and glob-
ally. How do things work overseas?
How will they work in Australia?

‘Innovation is going to play a key
role in the development of the Aust-
ralian alpaca industry and our success
will depend on two factors: our ability
to breed top quality animals and our
ability to run an efficient commercial

operation.

‘Within the sphere of successful
commercial operation is our ability to
value add in Australia. That is a long-
standing Association aim, but the prac-
ticalities of doing it are things that we
need to be planning now.’

David believes that member input is
of supreme importance to the success
of the Association’s business plan.

‘If we don't get input from the mem-
bers, no plan can reflect the true indus-
try view.’

He is looking to have a draft plan
developed in consultation with mem-
bers via the National Committee and
regions by September this year. It will
be distributed to all AAA regions for
discussion and refinement.

There are two other related issues
high on David’s agenda.

One is a national marketing plan to
promote alpacas and their fibre.

The other is the provision of practi-
cal assistance for small breeders to sell
their animals. A pilot program in the

practicalities of sales and marketing is
being developed for small breeders.
From this will come a full scale nation-
al program.

Although the Association’s head
office, and David, are based in Victoria,
this is merely ‘an accident of geogra-
phy’, according to David.

“The Association is a national body,’
he commented. “While the various cli-
matic regions of Australia pose special
challenges for the industry, I don’t take
account of State boundaries. What is
important is that we develop a set of
national strategies for the industry to
ensure that it succeeds in its aim of
becoming an important part of
Australia’s primary industry sector.

‘I am confident that, by working
together, we will establish a profitable
alpaca fibre industry, planned for and
established within a time-frame estab-
lished by the members of the Aust-
ralian Alpaca Association.’
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At Stud
Inca Zulu Champion
Black & Progeny

Class Winner National Classic 1995

STUD BREEDERS FOR

A1PACA BRE]

WINNI

STUD BREEDERS FOR 25 YEARS

Al REEDERS FOR 6 YEARS
WINNER NATIONAL CLASSIC FOR 2 YI
EXCELLENT STOCK FOR SALI

{RY ASSISTANCE TO NEW BUYERS
“XPERIENCED EXPORTERS
[vene & Ken A

Telephone: (03) 6227 9879 F (03) 62

B e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e R e e R e e e R e e e e e R e e R e e R e R e e e R e e e R e e e

ALPACAS WINTER 1997 B




SURI FIBRE PROCESSING

Based on an interview
by Sandra Keane of
Pinjarra Alpacas with

iguel Azucena supervises a staff of 45 sorters and 1,000 hand spinners at
Bonanza Natural Fibres SRL in Bolivia. Bonanza is dedicated to the pro-
duction and export of fibre, yarn and knitted garments using fibre of the highest
quality and in the largest range of natural colours produced anywhere in the world.
Miguel began his career with the Bolivian Government’s Bolivian Committee of
Wool and Fibre Foment (COMBOFLA) after a traineeship (including a stint on the
government’s alpaca research farm) with European, Bolivian and Peruvian specialists.
The National Institution of Wool and Fibre Foment (INFOL) created in 1979 suc-
ceeded COMBOFLA. Miguel worked with INFOL from its inception until he
joined Bonanza S.R.L. in 1988.
Bonanza’s sister company, Eximbol SRL, owns Acero Marka which has a breeding

Miguel Azucena, Bolivian

natural fibre specialist

farm of around 1,000 top quality alpacas raised by specialised personnel. The Acero
Marka herd produces 17 natural colours.

Bolivia has the largest number of llamas in the world (2,100,000) and the largest
percentage of coloured suri and huacaya alpacas. The total alpaca herd is the second
largest (600,000), after Peru.

Designers such as Beatriz Canedo Patifio have established joint-venture compa-
nies in Bolivia, such as BCP Alpaca Designs SRL, to produce high fashion designs
and fine alpaca fabrics of different textures and colours. This unique collection of
classic and elegant garments is regarded as the finest in South America. Beatriz
Canedo Patifio successfully operated the Royal Alpaca Inc. in New York City, design-
ing and manufacturing high fashion alpaca products for the USA and Canada before

moving to Bolivia in order to create and offer products from her country of origin.

Q.1 understand that the growing now has the largest llama herd in the

The rare black suri.
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world-wide demand for the rare suri
fleece has marshalled forces in Peru
to secure the future of this once
threatened breed.

Accordingly, several well-known,
large alpaca breeders in Peru have
recently begun to establish their own
herds and the Peruvian government
have introduced a strict export quota
to protect suri numbers further.
What is the history of the suri in
Bolivia and how established is the
breed in your country?

. Camelids such as suri and huacaya

alpacas and llamas have lived in the
Bolivian Altiplano for several hun-
dred years. During the Spanish
Conquest, a significant number
were killed and lost.

Since Bolivian independence
from Spain, the number of alpacas
and llamas has increased. Bolivia

world (600,000) and the second
largest alpaca herd.

Unlike Peru where the number of
coloured alpacas and llamas dimin-
ished due to the emphasis on breed-
ing white, Bolivia has retained its
coloured camelids.

The suri herds are well estab-
lished and their numbers are increas-
ing due to the world-wide demand
for suri fibre and subsequent interest
from countries such as the United
States, Canada and Australia in
importing these animals.

Q. Which country is the largest pro-

ducer of suri fibre in the world?

A. The largest producers of suri fibre

are Bolivia and Peru. Until 1990, all
alpaca and llama fibre produced in
Bolivia was sold to Peruvian buyers
to process in Peruvian mills.
Therefore, past statistics are not very
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accurate regarding Peruvian and
Bolivian fibre production.

Q. How many tonnes are produced?

A. We process an average of about 10
tonnes a year of suri fibre at our mill.
However, not all suri fibre produced
in Bolivia comes to our combing
mill. The buying price is a main fac-
tor in deciding whether the fibre
stays in Bolivia or is sold in an infor-
mal way to Peru.

Bolivia and Peru share a very
large border where many products,
including alpaca and llama fibre,
flow back and forth depending on

the market price.

Q. What is the current premium paid
for suri fibre over huacaya alpaca
and is this increasing due to growing
demand?

A. The price of suri fibre is currently
two to three times that of huacaya. It
is expected that suri fibre will
increase even more due to its limited
supply compared to huacaya.

Q. Which countries are the major users
of suri fibre?

A. The major users of suri fibre are the
textile industries in Iraly and Japan.
Other countries also use suri fibre in
small quantities.

Q. What is so appealing about suri fibre
to the textile and clothing industry
compared to huacaya alpaca or other
speciality fibres such as cashmere or
mohair?

A. There is a big difference between a
fabric produced with suri and one
produced with huacaya. The suri
fabric has a similar look to camel-
hair fabric but is softer and has more
shine (lustre) which is appealing to
customers. It is also more durable
and has better thermal properties.
We can assure customers that suri is
superior to cashmere or mohair but
the latter are better known world-
wide and are, therefore, more in
demand and more expensive. Also,
the amount of cashmere and mohair
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produced is far greater than suri and
thus, supply is more reliable.

Q. Do you sell it as raw fibre or do you
process it into tops?

A. We have a combing mill that has a
capacity to process 600 tonnes of
alpaca fibre into tops each year
However, we also sell greasy alpaca
and scoured alpaca, depending on
demand and clients’ requirements.

Q. Is there a demand for blends such as
suri/huacaya or suri/wool? If so,
why?

A. There is no demand for blends of
suri and huacaya tops. However,
some suri fabric is blended with a
small percentage of huacaya or wool
to still retain the look of suri but
allow for increased production of
suri fabrics.

Q.Ts suri fibre more suited to woollen
yarns/fabrics or worsted fabrics and
what sort of garments are produced
from it?

A. The suri fibre is more suited for
worsted fabrics such as those used in
coats and suits.

Q.What are the preferred minimum
and maximum staple lengths for the
different manufacturing processes?

A. The textile industry prefers an aver-
age of 750mm staple lengths with a

fairly low co-efficient of variation.

Q.How is suri fibre graded and how
many classes of fineness and cate-
gories of colour are there?

A. Suri fibre is graded into three cate-
gories depending on fineness. We do
not take into account ‘Garra’ that is,
coarser than Medium-Coarse (AG)
so we have just three categories of
suri whereas there are four for hua-
caya. We do this because there is just
a very small or no percentage of
‘Garra’ in the suris. The three classes
are: Baby (BL) up to 21 micron; Fine
(ES) 22-26 micron and Medium-
Coarse (AG) up to 35 micron

The fleece from a good baby suri
will have 95% Baby Fine and 5%

Sorting alpaca fibre at Bonanza Natural
Fibres SRL in Bolivia.

Packaging the tops.

Bolivian coloured suris.

Fine. A juvenile up to 2 years of age
will have 100% Fine and 0% Coarse.

From a good adult, we generally
get 98% Fine and 2% Coarse. So,
98% is good fibre out of a suri.

On average, the babies have less
variation than adults.



As far as colour is concerned,
there are more than 20 natural
colours in suri alpacas.

Q.Does suri contain as much medul-
lated fibre as huacaya?

A. No, suri contains much less medul-
lated fibre than huacaya. We believe
this is what makes such a difference
in the handle between the two.

Q. What about uniformity of micron
between suri and huacaya? How
much variation is there?

A. According to our experience, the
uniformity of micron on the suri is
better than the huacaya — approxi-
mately 35% more uniform.

Q.How does the frequency of shearing
between huacaya and suri compare
and what are the reasons for shear-
ing one more regularly?

A. We shear both suri and huacaya
every year.

Q- What is the average annual fleece
weight of a suri compared to that of
a huacaya’?

A. There is no rule on this. It depends
very much on the animal. However,
on average, we have not found any
significance between the fleece weight
of a suri compared to a huacaya.

Q.Is suri generally finer?

A. They are about the same, on aver-
age, but suri seems to be finer (even
when it has a higher micron)
because it has less medullated fibre
and feels finer to touch.

Q. What other essential differences are
there between suri and huacaya
fibre?

A. The most important differences are:
less medullated fibre; lustre and
structural shape of the fibre. The
suri looks like camel hair whereas
huacaya looks more like wool. I
would like to see suri fibre called

suri ‘hair’ instead!

Q.Suri fibre has litcle crimp. How
important is a well-defined crimp in
grading huacaya and what role does
it play in the manufacturing process?

Ambevdale Alpacas

Y// Lo (/”(.,ﬁ,,(/,
¢

Amberdale

Amazing Grace

My Girl
National Show
Champion

Is crimp a useful tool to gauge
fibre quality such as fineness, density,

uniformity of micron or elasticity?

A. We do not like to have crimp on the
suri fibre. The more it looks like
hair, the better.

We found that huacaya fibre
with crimp is related to density and
fineness but that is not a rule. If two
huacaya alpacas have the same
micron count and same density,
then the one with more crimp is
preferable. However, density and
fineness are more important than
crimp.

Q.How important is lustre in grading
suri and huacaya?

A. When we buy suri, we do not pay
attention to lustre, but when we
work on our breeding program at
our farm [Acero Marka), we care
very much about lustre. We believe
that lustre will become more and
more important in suri in the
future.
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Q. What is the difference between the
Peruvian and Bolivian grading and
buying processes?

A. The main difference is that, in

Bolivia, we pay a premium for fine-
ness whereas Peru does not.

The Peruvians usually blend
alpaca with other fibre such as wool
in order to lower the micron count
and with coarser fibre to increase
micron. We do not blend with wool
so we need to make a perfect sorting
to get the micron count we want.

Another difference is that
Peruvian companies process many
more tonnes of alpaca than
Bolivians. Because they buy big
quantities of fibre, they do not have
the time or the organisation to pre-
sort the fibre before buying. They
just buy any fibre lot available at the
stated market price. As I said, since
they have the possibility to lower or
increase micron count during pro-
cessing, they accept almost any qual-
ity of fibre.

Usually, the fibre that we reject

during our pre-sorting is sold to
Peruvian producers to blend with
other fibre lots.
Q.1 notice that some white suris have a
bright and lustrous fleece whereas
others have a dull, greyish appear-
ance. Is the latter due to higher
grease content? How important is
grease content in the manufacturing
process?

A. We do not know exactly what makes

an alpaca have a lustrous fleece com-
pared to a dull, greyish one. We are
sure this has to do with genetics.

The less grease content the fibre has,
the better yield and better produc-
tion for the mill processing the fibre.

During scouring, most of the
grease is taken out of the fibre.

The international textile industry
will only allow about 1.5% of grease
in the fibre when it is sold scoured.
A larger grease content may make it
impossible to process the fibre.
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Bohrt Royal Line Byron, suri stud sire, standing at Pinjarra Alpacas.

Q.Is there an additional premium paid
for coloured suri? If so, which are the
most popular colours?

A.We pay a premium for dark

coloured suri fibre. The most popu-
lar colours are white, fawn, light
fawn and brown. There is no price
for black suri fibre as there are no
quantities of this colour available.
We usually negotiate a price at the
time but we pay the highest price for
black suri fibre. As far as huacaya is
concerned, black is still command-
ing the highest price.

(Billy Bohrt, principal of Acera
Marka added: ‘In my next shipment
to the US, I have a few black female
suris and also white suris that have
been bred by a black suri male. It is
very difficult to produce black suris
so a stud fee from a good black suri
male is priceless.’)

Q.1 understand that Bolivia breeds the
largest numbers of coloured suris in
the world. Is this correct?

A. There are no reliable statistics
regarding coloured suris in Bolivia
or in Peru. But, based on our experi-
ence, we believe Bolivia is breeding a
larger percentage of coloured suris.

Q. What percentage of the suri herd in

Bolivia and Peru is coloured?
A. 1 can only speculate that there are

about 17% coloured suris in Bolivia
compared to only 2% in Peru.

Q. Analysis of data on coat colour

inheritance in Australian alpaca
herds suggests that colour is domi-
nant over white and that black is
dominant over brown. Can you tell
us anything about inheritance of
coat colour in the suri?

. Some findings have shown that

colour is dominant over white but
have also shown that brown and
even light fawn is dominant over
black. But, these are only prelimi-
nary results and should only be used
as such.

Q. There are a number of different suri

fleece types. Some suris have tight,
pencil-like staples (locks) which
twist all the way to the skin. Others
have broad locks which fan out or
are completely straight without any
twist or curl. What type of lock do
the processors and breeders prefer?

Which is finer?

. On our farm, we prefer the suri with

as many locks per square inch as
possible.

(Billy Bohrt elaborated: “We
found a relationship between the
number of locks and shape of the
locks. The more locks the suri has,
the less the diameter the locks will be



The Picture Tells The Story

Windsong Valley All Blacks
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Talisman’s Progeny — Like Peas in a Pod
Perth Royal Show — 1996
Ist, 2nd, 3rd — Black Jnr Male Class

Ist, 2nd, 3rd — Black Jnr Female Class
Jnr Reserve Champion Male & Female

* Talisman’s Yearlings available early 1997
® Quality Females mated to Talisman

® Enquiries to Tena and Terry Wheeler 09 399 2737
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From TWO leading suri breeders
with ONE common aim.

“Our aim is to provide breeders with the
best. Recent purchases of Peruvian and
Bolivian stock continue our program of
improvement through controlled expansion
of the genetic base of Australian suris.”

Proven performers* now standing:

® Suricaya Paramount (white)
® Suricaya Golden Chief (fawn)

And introducing:
® Desert Reign (white)
® Desert Dynasty (fawn)

A glimpse of tomorrow

*Male progeny of Suricaya
Paramount and Suricaya

Golden Chief — herdsires of

the future.

Cherie Bridges, Hamilton-Bridges & Associates Pty Ltd
Phone: 053 487 744 Fax: 053 487 754

Jill Short, Alpaca Syndicated Traders Pty Ltd

Phone: 054 248 534 Fax: 054 248 533



and also the closer to the skin the
locks will start. It was very impor-
tant for me to prove and determine
mathematically which suri is a better
type of suri just by finding out the
number of locks in a 10cm?. area.
came up with this idea because
advertisements may not be true and
there was a lot of room to make mis-
takes. Usually, the beginners, the
new people in the industry, had to
pay for those mistakes. As we can
prove the micron by a test, we can
also get an accurate result by count-
ing the number of locks per 10cm?2.
area. Usually a good suri alpaca will
have about 180 to 200 locks in a
10cm? area. Regarding judging
suris, I personally prefer a ‘wave’ in
the staple but my decision will also
depend on which one has more
locks per square cm.

“The processors will also accept a
fleece from a suri that has as low as
50 locks per 10cm?. as it is very dif-
ficult to buy big quantities of suri
fibre because of the small number in
the world. So the processors usually
blend the suri fibre with huacaya -
like about 70% suri and 30% hua-
caya. At the moment, suri fibre is
about three times more expensive
than huacaya and is in very big
demand so we expect it to increase
even more.’)

Q.Do small, soft ears denote finer,
denser fleece?

A. We have not yet found a direct rela-
tionship between soft ears and char-
acteristics of fleece.

Q.How important is ‘woolliness’ on
the face or, alternatively, absence of
fibre on the face in evaluating fleece
quality?

A. Every breeder determines the type of
animal they want to breed. We pre-
fer ‘woolliness’ on the face but this is
only important in evaluating the
look of the animal, not the fleece
quality.

Q. What other methods do processors
and breeders use to differentiate

between an average suri and an out-
standing suri? Can you rank these
attributes in order of importance i.e.
conformation, density, fineness, lus-
tre, etc.? Obviously, attributes such
as density and weight will be more
important for the breeder than the
processor.

A. Processors only consider micron

count, grease content (as I said earli-
er, the international textile industry
will only allow about 1.5% of grease
in the fibre when sold scoured) and
length of fibre.

We, as breeders, rank the suri
attributes by: conformation; locks
per square cm; fineness; lustre; and
density.

However, colour may be impor-
tant in accepting or rejecting a suri.
We may accept a solid black suri
even if he has not got very good con-
formation nor many locks nor a low
micron fibre.

Q.What are the essential differences
between Bolivian and Peruvian
suris?

A. Bolivian suris may have more poten-

tial as we believe they may be more
intact than the Peruvians, that is, less
huacaya blood. We believe that
coloured Peruvian suris, in particu-
lar, may have a large percentage of
huacaya blood. I also prefer the
Bolivian suris because they have bet-
ter lock formation (i.e. more locks
per 10 cm?).

Q. Unlike the harsh climate of the South
American Aldplano, Australias cli-
mate is kinder to the suri and the
small but growing number are thriv-
ing in our temperate regions. Because
its fleece does not capture and retain
the warmth like a huacaya, the suri
also copes better with the hot
Australian summers.

In fact, my experience at farming
both huacaya and suri is that the suri
appears to be a hardier animal all
round with less reproductive prob-

lems. Many other suri breeders in
the U.S. and Australia agree. Whilst

our breeder numbers outside South
America are too small and our expe-
rience too limited to know if the suri
is, indeed, a more robust animal, it
would be reasonable to suppose that
centuries of natural selection in the
inhospitable Andes — which saw
the suri brought to the brink of
extinction — would pay dividends
to suri farmers in the more temper-
ate zones of Australia.

Do you think there is a future for
the suri in Australia. If so, why?

A. We agree with your perception that
suri are hardier animals all round,
more robust and also more resistant
to warm as well as cool temperatures
than huacaya.

My own opinion is that the near
extinction of the suri mostly hap-
pened because the suri fibre is much
more difficult to hand spin. As you
know, in the past and also today,
peasants’ clothes are hand spun and
hand knitted from huacaya, llama or
vicuna, not from suri. [ also believe
that suris will be even more resistant
to cooler temperatures than hua-
cayas as long as they have good feed.
We will see how good suris do in the
cold regions of Canada in the future!

Author’s background

Sandra Keane, principal of Pinjarra Alpacas, has
been breeding alpacas for the last seven year at
her picturesque property in North-East Victoria.
Pinjarras large acreage includes 100 acres of
wildlife habitat which is home to a diversity of
native animals including over 100 identified
species of birds.

In 1995, Sandra coordinated the first ship-
ment of Peruvian alpacas, including Peruvian
suris, inro Australia. In 1994, she became sole
Australian agent for Bolivian suris after being
impressed by their lustre and handle during a
visit to the U.S. in 1994. In 1996, she imported
the first Bolivian suris into Australia.

Sandra now manages some 30 head of
Bolivian and Peruvian suris together with the
larger herd of some 80 huacayas which have
given her the opportunity to make some first-
hand observations between the two fleece types.
An article based on these observations appeared
in the Autumn 1996 edition of Town & Country
Farmer.

Suris are relatively new arrivals with only 300
currently in Australia.
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AT 10 MONTHS._

TOP WIRE ADDED AT 12 MONTHS

‘EAT IT NEAT?

ALPACAS

The surrounds of the maternity pad-
dock at Benleigh Alpaca Stud are a
great conversation piece, and most visi-
tors depart with the intention of imple-
menting the same idea at their own
farm.

What else would you expect to
notice in a maternity paddock apart
from ‘mums and bubs’

The Tagasaste Hedge!

Allan Jinks commenced the layout
plan two years ago, when he planted
Tagasaste, more commonly known as
Tree Lucerne around the perimeter of
the paddock. Two barriers of chicken
wire, 60 cm apart protected the plants,
the intention being to allow the alpacas
to eat the tops as they grew, thus mak-
ing them more bushy. Ultimately more
chicken wire was placed over the top,
and the bushes grew to fill the wired
cavity.

The result is an alpaca-manicured
‘box” hedge.

The hedge is a diet supplement, a
perfect protector from wind and sun, as
well as a great double-fenced divider. It
also offers a safety zone for anyone with
fear of neighbouring roaming dogs.
What a bonus!

The Tagasaste is an evergreen legu-
minous tree-shrub which produces
masses of white flowers in early spring.
Originating in the Canary islands, it
has been planted in Australian gardens

as an ornamental and on farms as a
wind break and has been utilised as
food value by pastoralists for many
years.

In other areas of the farm the
Tagasaste has long been used to form
edible windbreaks for stock, but for the
alpacas it is a different story.

They neatly prune leaves as they
protrude through the wire, although in
spring with lush grass growth, the
Tagasaste has been seen to grow consid-
erably longer fronds while the animals
choose to feed more on grasses, but
during the recent excessively dry sum-
mer throughout Victoria, it has been a
blessing, giving green pick at all times.

Tagasaste grows easily in many soil
types and climates, can be germinated
from seed or started as seedlings (see
photo, left). Growth is rapid, aided by
‘paca poo’ and a little water if possible.

Cria are often seen nibbling beside
their mothers on the leaves or just rest-
ing in its shelter. The whole concept
works easily and we believe breeders
should consider adding it to their man-
agement scheme in the coming season.

In summary, for the alpacas, we con-
sider it excellent — aesthetically attrac-
tive, nutritional as well as functional,
and the animals themselves clearly
approve as they ‘eat it neat’.

Carolyn Jinks




It all began with a conversation between my wife, Sally Rogers
of Elms Hall Alpacas and an animal handler at Discovery
Theatre in Sydney’s Taronga Zoo.

Our son, five-year-old William was patting one of the
trained goats in the display and told the handler that he led
his alpacas in just the same way as the handler was leading the
goat. The handler was interested to find out more about
alpacas and Sally was happy to oblige. There were subsequent
conversations with the zoo’s Animal Presentation Manager,
Kevin Evans. The outcome was that Elms Hall offered to
donate an alpaca to the Theatre.

The Fresh NSW Milk Discovery Theatre is a very popular
attraction at Taronga Zoo. Its aim is to educate children about
domesticated animals.

However, as with all zoos, there are strict rules about the
introduction of new animals. All must spend three weeks in
quarantined isolation.

Because we were planning to donate a young male, we
were worried that quarantine might prove detrimental to his
health. Sally decided that the problem might be solved by
having another alpaca keep him company, so she approached
another Hunter Valley alpaca breeder, Jill Nicholas of
Belgrave Park Alpacas. The result was that two young males,
Bizet and Tango Boy were off to the zoo.

During their period of quarantine, the animals were tested
for diseases and internal and external parasites, in accordance
with the Zoo’s rigorous standards. They came through with
flying colours and progressed to training for their new life.
They were halter trained and acclimatised to the constant atten-
tion and handling they would receive from young visitors.

Discovering that the zoo had little veterinary literature on
camelids, Jill Nicholas approached the AAA for help. A pack-
age of material was assembled including seminar papers, and
the invaluable Murray Fowler book, Medicine and Surgery of
South American Camelids, along with anything else Jill and
Sally could lay their hands on. This was handed over to
Taronga’s senior veterinarian, Dr Larry Vogelnest.

At last, the day came when the Bizet and Tango Boy made
their debut at the Theatre They joined a merry band of ani-
mals that includes sheep, goats, donkeys, chickens, a pig, and
a cow. The alpacas are proving to be a big hit with handlers
and audience alike. If you're visiting Taronga Park Zoo, make
sure you head over to the Discovery Theatre. There, in the
thick of things, you will find Bizet and Tango Boy, perform-

ing under their stage names of “Wal” and ‘José’.

i

From lefi: Sally Rogers, Jill Nickolas, Taronga Zoo’s senior
veterinarian, Larry Vogelnest and José (Tango Boy).
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ALPACAS

(Getting rted

PETER KELLY is a
newcomer to the
alpaca industry. He
and his family run
Bellawood Alpaca Stud
at Goulburn in the
Southern Highlands of
NSW. The family pur-
chased  their  first
female alpaca in June
1996 and now have 27
alpacas on their 40 acre
property.

According to Peter,

while alpaca industry people were very helpful when he was
seeking information about the industry, ‘there was no one
source of information that gave people interested in alpacas
the opportunity to find out about these animals in their own
privacy’.

Peter decided to write a book based on his family’s experi-
ences. Australian Alpacas: Getting Started is the result. The
book is easy to read, well illustrated and smartly presented. At
$19.95 plus $2.00 postage, it represents excellent value. You
can buy it direct from Bellawood Alpaca Stud or through

Angus and Robertson Book Stores.

ANNOUNCING

By now, members should have received a letter from Peter,
promoting Australian Alpacas: Getting Started and inviting con-
tributions for a more ambitious project. He wants to compile a
book, based on breeders’ experiences, that will be ‘a collabora-
tive effort to improve the alpaca industry and remove some of
the mystery that exists’.

Peter’s appeal for contributions in his circular letter bears
reprinting: ‘Any negative incidents or experiences you've
endured will not be isolated events. Most often mistakes and
disasters (near and actual!) provide the clearest signposts for
better practice. Don't be reluctant to share positives and nega-
tives. The goodwill of Australian alpaca breeders will ensure
that any negative incident you document will be read in the
light of what that experience can teach all of us.’

Some may feel that Peter’s view may fly in the face of the
highly competitive philosophy that seems to pervade much of
Australian current thinking. On the other hand, shrewd busi-
ness practice may dictate that co-operative effort by alpaca
breeders to share information will help not only to attract, but
also to retain the newcomers so necessary to assure long term
industry success.

Pens out, breeders! Peter wants to release this new book in
October. For more information, telephone 048 290 276. Send
your candid, ‘warts and all’ contributions to Bellawood Alpaca
Stud, Middle Arm Road, Goulburn NSW 2580.

(known as AAFMO)
ACN 078 316 622

For further information:

THE FORMATION OF THE

AUSTRALIANALPACA A %
FIBRE MARKETING
ORGANISATION PTY LTD

A Service Coinpany for the National Collection and
Marketing of Australian Alpaca Fibre

As from 1st June 1997, any quantity of any colour of Australian alpaca fibre will be accepted by AAFMO,
and classed into colour groups, five micron groups (Superfine; Fine; Medium; Strong; Coarse) and three
staple lengths, for sale to processors and manufacturers, both in Australia and overseas.

Turn your stored fleeces into $$$$ and be part of the development of Australian alpaca products.

Phone Cobie Clifford 015 884 570, (03) 5799 0331

Registered Office:
25 Geils Court, Deakin ACT 2600
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TAKE CARE OF YOUR
CRYPTOGAMIC LAYER!

.......................................

By Bill Burley

Save the cryptogams and
the cryptozoa!
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Botanists, ecologists and soil experts
(pedologists) know all about cryp-
togams and the cryptogamic layer.
Most farmers know about them too,
but they don't call them by those big,
two-dollar terms!

The cryptogamic layer of the soil is
that thin part of the topsoil which is
composed of thousands of living organ-
isms. The plants are called cryptogams:
the mosses, lichens, ferns, mushrooms
and other fungi and tiny little flowers;
and animals are called cryptozoa: tiny,
hidden animals, many of which are
insects.

Strictly speaking, cryptogams to the
botanists are plants with hidden repro-
ductive parts (Greek crypro, hidden;
and gamos, for marriage). These plants
have very small reproductive structures
not easily seen without using micro-
scopes and difficult laboratory proce-
dures. They include the ferns, mosses,
lichens, and fungi, although the latter
are now considered in their own king-
dom of organisms, no longer plants.

Zoologists use the general term
cryptozoa (Greek, zoom, animal) for
tiny, often hidden animals that are
found under leaves, bark, in the soil,
etc. Even bacteria, no longer considered
as either animals or plants, are crypto-
zoans, as are the soil nematodes (round-
worms) that farmers know about.

The higher plants, what we usually
call seed plants, include the familiar
trees, shrubs, and wildflowers which
produce conspicuous seeds and often
have large, visible reproductive parts. In
old botanical classification, they were
called phanerogams (Greek phaneros,
visible) in contrast to the cryptogams
with their hidden reproductive parts.

Those of us who have rural proper-
ties and farms are particularly interest-

ed in the cryptogamic layer of soil
because it is this complex, living layer
which gives so much of the productivi-
ty to the soil. Its really the topmost
layer of what we often call ‘topsoil’.
This layer contains lots of biological
diversity — hundreds of species of
organisms — which together form com-
plex webs of ecological interrelation-
ships (predators and prey, food chains,
producers and consumers, nitrogen fix-
ation and many other soil processes).
When we damage this layer, we tend to
decrease long-term soil fertility and
severely reduce biodiversity. In the
process, we unwittingly make the sys-
tem more vulnerable to further distur-
bance or deterioration.

Livestock vary in their effects on the
cryptogamic layer and, of course, the
stocking rate is a crucial factor. Soft-
padded animals such as llamas, alpacas
and kangaroos are less damaging to the
soil surface than are animals with hard-
er or sharper hooves (sheep, goats, cat-
tle, horses). On the other hand, even
paddocks with large numbers of alpacas
can be badly damaged if stocking rates
are too high or animals are forced to
overuse particular areas of the paddock
(such as along fences and near water
troughs).

With a little extra thought as to how
we stock our paddocks and manage our
livestock, we can do a better job of pro-
tecting the cryptogamic layer. In the
process, we preserve more biodiversity
and decrease soil losses due to wind and
water erosion.

An intact cryptogamic layer also is
much less susceptible to weed invasion.
Weed seeds cannot penetrate the sur-
face as easily as on soil that has been
disturbed or ploughed. Generally, the
less stock on an area, the better for the
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TRIUMPH ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD.
- ‘Paroo’' 1040 Northern Highway, Bylands,Victoria 3762
 / Phone/Fax (03) 5782 1800

His progeny are on the
ground and the results
are stunning

PURCHASED PERUVIAN CENTENO from

the USA in 1993 and he arrived in Australia on 20
March 1995. During his quarantine in Australia we joined
him with 3 multi-coloured huacayas and one white suri.
He also mated a grey female huacaya belonging to a client.

We believe his progeny are stunning. They are all solid coloured
(mainly medium and dark fawn) and they all resemble Centeno
in both conformation and fleece quality.

Centeno is a very compact animal with superb conformation
and presence and extremely dense fine crimp fleece.

We purchased him specifically to improve the quality of
our own herd and, on results to date, we are more than
pleased with our choice of herdsire.

If you wish to improve the quality of your herd, we believe
Centeno is the obvious choice. We offer both agistment
and mobile mating service. Our mating agreement con-
tains a host of benefits including a ‘live cria guarantee.
The service price is negotiable, depending on the number
of matings you require. Agistment is free for the first 90
days. Your alpaca sent to our stud for mating will be well
cared for under the full time supervision of Michael
Brennan.

Michael will be pleased to show you Centeno, his progeny
and our alpacas. You are invited to visit our stud in
Bylands, Victoria (between Wallan and Kilmore). Call
Michael now on (03) 5782 1800.

FOR SALE NOW

A number of alpacas that are pregnant to Centeno. Some
have cria at foot. Our prices are, as always, very reasonable
and negotiable.

The AUSTRALIAN ALPACAS team
Michael Brennan, farm manager

Geoff and Beverley Brennan

Ph/Fax: (03) 5782 1800

Graeme and Sandra Pope

Ph: (03) 5428 7071 Fax: (03) 5428 7090
Alan Batchelor

Ph: (03) 5826 5364 Mobile 015 845 839




WHO WAS SENIOR CHAMPION MALE AAA CLASSIC SHOW NOV 19967

WHO WAS RESERVE SENIOR CHAMPION MALE ROYAL MELB. SHOW 19967

WHO HAS WON NUMEROUS BLUE RIBBONS?
WHO IS THE BEST ROSE GREY MALE IN AUSTRAILIA?

.eeeeee (Brreenvale Guido --------

VERY MODEST STUD FEE $1,200, MOBILE AVAILABLE
TOP QUALITY FEMALES FOR SALE MATED TO THE
LATEST PERUVIANS AND GREENVALE GUIDO
EXCELLENT AGISTMENT FACILITIES




cryptogams but that must be balanced
by our need to run livestock through-
out much of rural Australia.

Some farmers and pastoralists are
establishing ‘exclosures’ or areas from
which all livestock are permanently
excluded. In these areas, the biodiversi-
ty of the cryptogamic layer can regener-
ate and thrive, providing sources of
‘inoculation’ for other areas, as the tiny
animals, plants, seeds and spores dis-
tribute themselves outwards.

A note from Sandi
Keane

The best way to learn about the cryp-
togamic layer is to spend a little time
getting acquainted with this exciting,
hidden world just beneath the soil’s sur-
face.

Try to find an undisturbed piece of
ground which is reasonably moist.

Lying face down, nose almost in the

e —

dirt (the interesting smells are a bonus!)
and using a magnifying glass, you will
see this tiny, hidden kingdom come to
life.

When I tried this recently, my
patience was rewarded with remarkable
sights: bright & shiny-winged insects
scurrying amongst the tiny fungi and
grass roots; little red mites clambering
over mosses and lichens; and all sorts of
strange and beautifully-coloured parti-
cles made up of nature’s debris — the
leaf litter, roots and decomposing
insects — or food for the tenants of this
Lilliputian kingdom.

What is even more exciting to think
about, is what we can't see: the micro-
scopic world which, too, has its own
living organisms and tiny, complex
ecosystem.

Like Alice in Wonderland, we can
quickly learn to enjoy and respect this
diminutive world ‘through the looking
glass’ — and help protect the biodiversi-
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ALPACA
EXCELLENCE

* Breeding for Australian excellence in
fibre and conformation
* Imported Peruvian sires (solid white)

* Mobile mating available

* Quality animals for sale

* Information and advice for new breeders
* Inspections welcome by appointment

BETHONGABEL ALPACA STUD

Jdenny and Lindsay Gadsden
24-26 Medhurst Road Coldstream Victoria 37 70
Phone:(059) 649 268 Fax:(059) 649 484
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ROYAL FARM EXPO

The aim of this new event was to
‘showcase new and emerging industries’
and provide ‘the traditional farming
community, investors and the general
public with a comprehensive and
impartial insight into the many options
and potential that the new farming
industries offer’.

Royal Farm Expo is an initiative of
the Royal Agricultural & Horticultural
Society of South Australia with major
sponsor, The Stock Journal. It was held
in conjunction with the Society’s
Autumn Show (a major horticultural
and floricultural show) on 7, 8 and 9
March.

The South Australian branch of the
Association saw this as a not-to-be-
missed opportunity to promote the
alpaca industry in South Australia. Late
last year, a committee was formed con-
sisting of individual and Regional
Committee AAA members, to create an

m ALPACAS WINTER 1997

attractive and innovative display.

The venue for the Expo was the
Royal Agricultural Showgrounds at
Wayville, on the edge of the city of
Adelaide. The Association secured a
refurbished ram sale pavilion which was
well positioned to attract the attention

of every passer-by. This site offered a
rural atmosphere, with minimum noise
from other stands. There was room for
an Association and individual stands,
which meant a variety of exhibits could
be mounted.

The committee decided on several
major focuses aimed at informing the
public about our industry: an
‘Introducing Alpaca’ brochure, displays
of shearing spinning and knitting; a
major fleece show and of course; ani-
mal displays. The overall theme was
‘Alpacas in South Australia’. This was
highlighted with posters of the state,
embellished with alpaca stickers and
gum tree branches.

Each day, two alpacas were shorn,
which proved to be a very popular
event. As most alpacas in South
Australia are shorn in late spring, find-
ing candidates with sufficient fleece
proved to be quite difficult. However,
our ‘quota was obtained and all the
animals behaved impeccably — apart




from one screamer who had not been
out of the paddock for eighteen
months.

An enthusiastic group of spinners
and knitters (members, family and
friends) worked throughout the three
days of the Expo with great coopera-
tion and enthusiasm to complete a gar-
ment by closing time each day. The
first fleece shorn each day became their
project. The resultant children’s vests
were most attractive. They will be pre-
sented to a local primary school which
created a number of hangings depict-
ing alpacas, using alpaca fleece to create
the collage. These hangings were part
of the eye-catching backdrop for the
spinning and knitting display.

A felting demonstration was an
additional attraction that raised much
interest.

The all-important animal displays
exhibited the largest possible colour
range. Putting together a wide colour
range involved obtaining animals from

a multitude of breeders, large and
small. Those less used to shows were
given the opportunity to support the
Association while gaining experience in
staffing stands and sharing their
knowledge of alpaca farming.

There were regular parades accom-
panied by introductory talks and they
were very popular with the crowd.

Alpaca walks throughout the grounds
also created the usual fascination.

The decision to hold a fleece show
at the Expo also proved to be an ideal
way of showing off the wonderful
colour range alpaca has to offer. With a
record 83 fleeces entered, the resulting
display was something to behold, espe-
cially as the Association was given the

Ph: 07 5545 1705 Mobile: 0419 773 283 Fax: 07 5545 2858
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use of sheep fleece display stands which
set them off beautifully.

Champion fleeces were displayed in
enclosed domes giving viewers a
chance to get close, but not to touch.

The Alpaca Industry address was
given by Geoff Hargreaves in one of
the RAHS seminar areas. There were

members distributed over 8,000
‘Introducing Alpacas’ brochures, 3,000
Industry Directories and 200 seminar
booklets over the three days.

The SA region wishes to record its
appreciation of a grant from the
Association which was of great assis-
tance in making sure our participation

in the Royal Farm Expo was highly

successful.

also alpaca farming seminars held in
the alpaca pavilion. Nick Veltjens dis-
cussed financial and budgetary issues
and Andrew Caldwell covered fibre
production and evaluation.

Over 40,000 people visited the
Expo and we believe a majority came
to the alpaca pavilion. Association

f

&

WYONA CHIPPER

Australia's Most Successful Show Wmmng Male Alpaca

Senior Male Champion, Sydney RAS, 1995.

First 2 Yrs ‘@ Over Male, Sydney RAS, 1995.
Reserve Champion Male, Gulgong, 1995.

First 2 Yrs ‘@ Over Male, AAA National Show, 1994.
First 2 Yrs ‘@ Over Male, Melbourne RAS, 1994.
Reserve Champion Male, Sydney RAS, 1993.

Standing at Wyona Alpaca Stud, Thuddungra, NSW, 2594. Phone Karen ‘@ Andrew Caldwell, Ph: (063) 833 531 Fax: (063) 833 578. &

Never Beaten in Class at show at Jumor or Senior Level.
Solid Dark Fawn - Throwing Solid Fawn Offspring.
Excellent Fleece, Confirmation and Size.

Certified Breeding Male. Fleece Tested.
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Canadian judge, Maggie Krieger judged
more than 100 alpacas at the 1997 Sydney
Royal Show. It was gratifying to hear her
comment that Australian alpacas have
shown a dramatic improvement since she
last judged in Australia, at the National
Alpaca Show, Randwick in 1995.

The
Jnr Champion Male

Shanbrooke Enchanter, D & R Condon
Res Jnr Champion Male
Cedar House Montgomery, Cedar House Alpacas

Intermediate Champion Male
Purrumbete Minderoo, Coolaroo Alpaca Stud

Res Intermediate Champion Male

Wyona K O, Wyona Alpacas

Senior Champion Male

Purrumbete Commandor, Southern Cross 1

Res Senior Champion Male
Jolleen Eureka, Jolleen Alpacas

Jnr Champion Female
Shanbrooke Society Lass, D & R Condon

Res Jnr Champion Female
Coolaroo Silky Oak, Coolaroo Alpaca Stud

Grand Champion Male, Purrumbete Minderoo with handler,
Janie Hicks of Coolaroo Alpaca Stud and judge, Maggie Kreiger.

(Photograph courtesy The Land newspaper.)

Lnneyy

Intermediate Champion Female
Benleigh Highland Lass, Cedar House Alpacas

Res. Intermediate Champion Female
Cedar House Bliss, Cedar House Alpacas

Senior Champion Female
Purrumbete Pennies from Heaven, D & J Bishop

Res Sen Champion Female
Purrumbete Celtic Princess, D & ] Bishop

Champion Suri
Cedar House Kingston, Cedar House Alpacas

Grand Champion Male
Purrumbete Minderoo, Coolaroo Alpaca Stud

Grand Champion Female
Benleigh Highland Lass, Cedar House Alpacas

Supreme Champion
Benleigh Highland Lass, Cedar House Alpacas
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(Above) Sydney Royal
Show Supreme Champion
Alpaca, Benleigh Highland
Lass, with exhibitor Peter
Sultan of Cedar House
Alpacas.

(Photograph courtesy The Land
newspaper.)

Junior Judging Competitors
From lefs: Katie Clymo,
Katie Morton

(Res Champion),

Kylie Hollingworth
(Champion),

Rebecca Farquhbason,

Cussie Bird.

m ALPACAS WINTER 1997

Champion Saddle of 1st Fleece
Eldorado Stud

Res. Champion Saddle of 1st Fleece
A & K Caldwell

Champion Saddle of Fleece — open
K & J Hollingworth

Res Champ Saddle of Fleece — open
Cedar House Alpacas

Supreme Fleece

Eldorado Stud

SENIOR HANDLERS
1st Wendy Beer; 2nd Peter Sultan; 3rd Ann
Hindmarsh

JUNIOR HANDLERS
1st Cassandra Bird; 2nd Edward Billington;
3rd Katie Morton

JUNIOR JUDGING
Champion Kylie Hollingworth
Res Champion Katie Morton

HERDSMAN COMPETITION
1st The Gorge Alpacas; 2nd Hidden Valley Alpacas;
3rd Alpacandes Alpacas.

[ The Herdsman Competition is an innovation of Breed
Captain Pauline Nugent. It is awarded for all round pre-
sentation of pens, animals and studs in the interests of
promoting the industry to Show visitors.]




/” eel lhe heaven Y twns!

A small miracle on a British alpaca farm
heralded the arrival of Hale and Bopp,
twin alpacas who are just about as rare as
their celestial namesake.

The heavenly twins were born on
Good Friday to Peseta, a fawn coated
Chilean import who conceived before
entering the UK.

The UK'’s largest alpaca herd owner,
Pat Bentley was amazed to discover a
tiny black scrap (‘little bigger than a foe-
tus’) lying in a pool of sunlight. She soon
realised he was the weaker, but most
determined, of the twins.

‘He couldn’t stand for the first few
days and thrashed about in the straw,
struggling furiously to get up,” Pat said.

After several doses of alpaca and cow
colostrum, followed by three days (not to
mention nights) of one-hourly feeds,
Bopp was finally encouraged to stand.

T have to confess to being quite

exhausted”” Pat confessed, after her
marathon stint with the tiny alpaca. ‘But
it was well worth the effort. He is over
the first hurdle and out to grass with his
sister, Hale.’

Bopp weighed in at a little over 8lbs at
birth. With his teeth un-emerged and
ears flattened over his head, he appeared
a good three weeks less mature than his
wwin. The twins were born with separate
placentas, so it seems unusual he should
have been so malnourished.

With his jet black coat he makes a
startling contrast to his pale-fleeced dam
and sister. Each twin may well have been
conceived by a different male, though
only DNA tests could prove the theory.

Meanwhile, the twins, Hale and Bopp
are out at pasture, their future secure as
part of Pat’s sixty-strong herd and their
horoscopes are looking ‘starrier’ by the
moment!

i Tken
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PROTECT YOUR VALUABLE INVESTMENT
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Future imports to be screened

The Association is developing a proto-
col for the future screening of animals
being imported into Australia.

The National Committee recently
decided to adopt screening standards
for both conformation and fibre, fol-
lowing the industry’s 1996 decision to
screen for genetic faults.

The screening standards adopted by
the Association bring Australia into line
with the United States and should
ensure that only imported animals of
the highest quality are eligible for regis-
tration on the Australian Register.

Screeners will be appointed by the
Association and undergo training to
ensure a high level of competency and
consistency.

A person wishing to import alpacas
into Australia will be required to pay the
costs of having the animals screened, by

3 o AN

, NS W ° e
CALICO ALPACA

Australian screeners, in the country of
origin. Animals will be screened for
genetic faults, undesirable traits, confor-
mation and fleece characteristics.
While the presence of a genetic fault
will result in immediate disqualifica-
tion for import, phenotypic character-
istics will also be evaluated using a
point scoring system. Only animals
scoring 80 or more of the 100 available
points will be accepted for registration,
provided they otherwise qualify.
Characteristics on which animals
will be point scored include: shape of
head and muzzle, shape and size of ears,
body characteristics, leg conformation
and fibre. For fibre, points will be
deducted for every micron over 26,
standard deviation in excess of 5.5, lack
of density and percentages of fibre over

30 microns.

By adopting strict screening stan-
dards, Australia will ensure that it does
not become a dumping ground for
inferior stock not acceptable on the
North American Registery. Further, it
will do much to ensure that future
imports enhance the national herd and
assist our industry in achieving its goal
to breed alpacas that are amongst the
best in the world.

Screening standards cannot prevent
the importing of an animal into
Australia, no matter what unacceptable
physical or genetic characteristics it
may have. However, by refusing to reg-
ister animals that do not pass screening
requirements, we can provide a signifi-
cant disincentive to anyone wishing to
import inferior animals.

Jill Short, Secretary
Australian Alpaca Association Inc.

Kikuyu Grass
The perfect pasture

L

* High in protein

BROKERS

BUYING & SELLING MADE EASY

« Eliminate weeds to protect fleece
value

* Highly productive grazing &
pasture areas

e Effective in erosion control and
soil stabilisation

%

For further information and a free sample contact:

EYKAMP KIKUYU CO. P/L
Spring Ridge Road, Quirindi 2343
Tel: 067 462 241 Fax: 067 462 092

ACN 074 718 693

*Listing All Stock for Sale
also
*Listing of Stud Males
Available for Service

ALL ENQUIRIES:
Phone/Fax: (03) 5147 3006
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International
South
American
Camelid
Festival

AREQUIPA, PERU

Tues 4 fo Sun 9
November 1997

Details of this exciting event —
including the possibility of a
group booking to travel to Peru
for the event — are now
available.

Contact general manager,

David Johnson at the National
Office on (03) 9877 0778.

NEXT ISSUE

DUE TO UNFORESEEN
CIRCUMSTANCES, WE
HAVE HELD OVER
OUR ADVERTISED
COOLAROO/ALPACA
CENTRE STORY ON
AUSTRALIAN MADE
FASHION UNTIL NEXT
ISSUE.

Alpacas
Avustralia

1997 ALPACA
CLASSIC SHOW
& SALE

PENRITH RUGBY LEAGUE

CLUB, NSW
Saturday and Sunday

15 & 16 November 1997

Start preparing your animals
now!

Entry forms for the Show
and Sale will be circulated to
members shortly.

For information, contact

Jenny Jones at the National
Office on (03) 9877 0778.

ALPACA STUD

“Industry leaders committed to quality”

ALPACA EXCELLENCE
1996 Perth Royal Show (125 animals)

SUPREME CHAMPION ALPACA

Senior Champion Male

Reserve Senior Champion Male
Senior Champion Female

Champion Wether

Junior Champion Male

Reserve Intermediate Champion Male
Champion Sires Progeny (60 animals)

— Ivory King -

MOST SUCCESSFUL EXHIBITOR
(LOGAN’S CUP)

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CLIENTS.

Intermediate Champion Female
Reserve Intermediate Champion Female
Reserve Senior Champion Female

Also
1995 PERTH ROYAL SHOW SUPREME CHAMPION
1994 & 95 NATIONAL FLEECE CHAMPIONS

OFFERING:

Superb show winning alpacas

Education support and ongoing advice
Unrivalled Stud Service and agistment experience
Managing over 250 animals

Peruvians — pregnant females available now

VETERINARIAN OWNER
DR GEORGE AND JENNY JACKSON
SERPENTINE
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
PH/FX 09 525 2536

WORTH A TRIP TO W.A.)

INTRODUCING; BANKSIA PARKS NUMBER | PICK
PERUVIAN MALE. SOLID MEDIUM FAWN

20.3 MICRON AT 3 YRS OLD.

ALPACAS WINTER 1997 m



PUCARA ALPACA STUD

Alpaca for the discerning breeder

Pucara have quietly gone about acquiring the best alpaca
genetics available in the world in a quest to breed quality fibre for
quality product. Witness the stunning Machos that arrive in March "97:
Peruvians, Don Julio, Drambuie and Legend. We are also part-owners
of Peruvian Hemingway — 17.8 mic., 3.9 s.d., 21.9 c.v. at 7 years old.
His progeny are breathtaking. They have consistently won in the U.S.
show rings. At the Denver National Show 96 where shown, his progeny
won the junior male and female classes which had more than 20 ani-
mals per class!!!

A number of our select Peruvian females bred to Hemingway are for
sale. Also available are a beautiful selection of weanlings, male and
female, some of Hemingway descent. With them will be an elite group
of full Peruvian suris, the quality of which has no parallel in Australia.
Soft, lustrous, fine... locked fleeces that hang like curtains of silk.

We haven’t neglected colour either. All the Aussie ‘experts’ said there
was no colour in Peru, but of the 5.4 million kgs cut there 35%(*) is
coloured!!! Pucara this year got 50 coloureds in Peru before the
Peruvian government shut the door on colour..

..for ever!!!!

1996 NATIONAL CLASSIC AUCTION

Congratulations Peter and Margaret Bennett for the purchase of
Purrumbete Hot Shot from Pucara and Merungle Alpaca Studs,
the highest ever price at auction in Australia... Hot Shot is now at
stud at Pucara.

Well done Aymara Alpaca Stud on the $42,000 sale of a weanling
female, the daughter of Pucara’s outstanding black herdsire,
Pacific Beethoven.

Give us a call, wed like to hear from you.
(*) R. Weatherall, 1995
Tel: 0352 633 436 Jude Anderson

Fax: 0352 633 364 Alan Cousill
015 525 391



PUCARA MACHOS

(Now at stud)

&
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PUCARA WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING WHO HAVE BOUGHT ANIMALS FROM US RECENTLY
@ CONGRATULATIONS ¢

John and Diane Kuhl Mt Gambier Geoff and Jeanette Cumming  Peterborough Wendy Hotchkie Newcastle

Jessie Jenkin  Geelong Peter and Judith streer  Mittagong Ted and Meredith Cole Brisbane

Trevor and Debbie Walker Mt Gambier Kay and John Cleaver Woodend Geoff Martin & Sue Curliss Mt. Edgerton
Paul and Lesley Tepper Mt Eliza Kim and Marc Tonkin Bombala Paul and Pauline Witham Elaine

Laurie and Margaret Binks  Albany Bert and Margaret Rijk  Silvan Sue Wood  Albert Park

Riki and Rainer Marten  Staverton Peter and Erica Bennett  Bell Post Hill Gary and Jan Pettit  Clarkefield

Judy Brear and Lyn Sullivan Martinsville Ken Madl Denver Geoff Cole & Gary Scarlett  Torquay
Helen Fritsch Dural Lynn and Lutz Jacobi Little River s :

Rex and Bev Shearer Bega John Simpson and Sue Bourchier ~ Shepparton




When owners become breeders
there’s cause for celebration!

Great excitement in the Calder house-
hold at 6.30am on the morning of
6 April 1997 — a phone call from Rob
and Raelene Strong told us we were the
proud grandparents of a female cria.

She’s not only the first born ‘Ashley
Grove’ cria, but also the first purebred
Peruvian cria, out of quarantine, to be
born on Australian soil.

Naturally the Calder clan, Peter,
Geraldine and Mac travelled forth to
view the new addition to the family,
stopping at the shops to purchase a
film for the Polaroid. It seemed a very
long drive from Springvale South to
‘Mariah Hill’, Nar Nar Goon North...
and what a wonderful sight our new
baby was.

Jolimont Avonlea, her very proud
mother, was only too happy to let us

HOPE DOW

pet and cuddle her, and was beaming
with maternal pride. And so she
should — not everyone has such a per-
fect first born.

Avonlea seemed ‘stress free’ and
looked quite happy and relaxed after
the event.

Avonlea was mated on May 8,
1996. Her confinement lasted eleven
months: through quarantine in the
Cocos Islands with tropical heat, trans-
port by plane to Tullamarine, then by
truck to Jolimont at Romsey, Victoria.
After that, she survived an horrific heat
wave, a stressful selection day where 81
breeders poked and prodded her and a
truck ride to Nar Nar Goon.

One can only deduce that Avonlea
and alpacas in general, are resilient
creatures.

AS

i

Ashley Grov Brook with proud owner,
Geraldine Calder

We're sure her sire would be just as
proud. He is known, at present as
Jolimont (ear tag) 44. We do know
that he came from the Don Julio
Barreda Alpaca Stud, in Peru, and
should know, within a few days, his
new name and location.

Avonlea is looking forward to mat-
ing with another of the Julio Don
Barreda boys in a few weeks.

The Calders are now officially
breeders, not just owners. We now
have four girls; Avonlea, Abigail, Alice

and of course, our new litde girl,
Brooke.
Geraldine Calder

Based on quality animals of the best conformation and fibre from a
variety of top genetic lines. The stud is managed by experienced live-
stock producers on one of the most diversified farms, 45 mins from
Perth.

AT STUD: COOLAROO BOLERO
Solid light fawn (by Don Quixiote-slf) multiple show winner and sire
of excellent progeny (can be viewed).

STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS
Hope Downs is hosting a series of one day Elite Alpaca Production Workshops
conducted by Coolaroo stud with Dr Jim Watts on July 27 and 28.

Please cut out or photocopy the booking slip.
Post to Dolly van Zaane at Lang’s View Farm
PO Box 111 Bullsbrook WA 6084

or fax (08) 9571 4369

Downs Alpacas on:

D Sunday 27 July D Monday 28 July

INBTTIE ssivissssmmnmsesmmmassssens s i as s s NS Fa e Ve wavas ssamsmmvn wra sumenss For enquiries  phone (08) 9571 4349
AQAIESS ... email: dolly @enternet.com.au
Phone When you invest in Hope Downs

as, you narrow down the odds
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A grand young Tady - Benleng Hngland Lass
Supreme Champlon RAS 1997

This young lady started her career in the limelight when she
was just 6 months old. She paraded for her first show at the
Geelong Alpaca Fest (around 90 exhibits). Nothing short of
Supreme Exhibit. What an effort at such an early age. Her next
show was at Warrnambool in Victoria. Once again she won
Junior Champion female and Supreme Champion.

The really big contest was against Benleigh Wedding Bells at
the National Show, where she won National Intermediate
Female Champion and National Supreme Champion for 1996.

Before the National Show, Highland Lass was sold by
Benleigh to Cedar House, but did not move to NSW to con-
tinue her show career until she had been mated to Inti, the sire
of the 1996 National Supreme Fleece winner. As a pregnant
female she went on to win Supreme Exhibit, Canberra Royal
1997; St Ives Show Sydney 1997; Camden Show 1997; top-
ping it off with Supreme Exhibit, Sydney Royal Show 1997.

Also at RAS, the crows were treated to the unusual specta-
cle of seeing a supreme champion shorn. Her fleece weighed
a healthy 4.3kgs.

After 10 days at the Royal she was taken home and allowed
to run in the paddock — and have her first roll in the grass for
10 weeks! (Have you ever seen a happy alpaca?!) Benleigh
Highland Lass is expecting cria in November.

It is worth mentioning that there has been no other alpaca
anywhere that has consistently won as many Championships
or Supremes. She is truly a grand lady.

Wendy Billington, Cedar House.

‘Whew! Thats a load 0ﬂ my back!’ (At least, that's we imagine
Benleigh Highland Lass is telling co-owner, Peter Sultan)

(Photo taken by The Land newspaper.)

PrRouDLY INTRODUCE

llp D : ”
(White)

temperament.

Co-Owners:

Bill & Annette Robbins
Fax/Phone 060 725 224
RM.B. 7062, Wodonga Vic 3691

Enquiries:

TRARON ALPACAS

Diodoro is one of the outstanding males of the
Viceconte Peruvian Shipment and perhaps the finest
working male in Australia. Doro has a soft, lustrous,
crimpy fleece and very good conformation and

Bill & Annette Robbins and Pat & Rosa Viceconte.

You’ve tried the rest now try the best.

19.5 micron 20 c.v. at 3!/2 years
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Gina Rinehart enters the alpaca
industry in WA

Langs View farm, located 35 kms
north of Perth in the Bullsbrook hills
has recently introduced alpacas to its
already wide range of agricultural pur-
suits with the purchase of ten females
and a stud male from NSW’s Coolaroo
stud.

The farm is owned by Gina
Rinehart, daughter of the late Lang
Hancock.

Farm manager, Dave Scott who is
an experienced stud livestock produc-
er, selected the animals. They arrived at
the property in late November last year
and have already produced nine cria.

Dave commented, ‘I have been
around stock all my life and, although
my experience was very limited with
alpacas, I think once you know your
livestock, that makes it all the easier.”
He said that he looked particularly for

Quality....

»

= -
Surrumbete Jopaz

(medium fawn)

Sherryl Riley: 67 Cobah Rd, Arcadia NSW 2159

sound conformation and fibre quality
and made sure that he had a range of
bloodlines.

Dave’s partner, Dolly van Zaane will
concentrate on showing and marketing
the animals with the help of handler,
Samantha Lilly. The alpacas will be
collectively known as Hope Downs
Alpacas. Dolly is well known in eques-
trian circles as a photographer, eques-
trian journalist and a sport horse
breeder.

Hope Downs Alpacas is to host two
workshops run by Coolaroo and con-
ducted by Dr Jim Watts on Elite Fibre
on Sunday 27 and Monday 28 July,

‘We are new kids on the block and,
by hosting this workshop, we achieve
two major aims. First of all, we are
introducing Dr Jim Watts for the first
time in WA to speak on elite fibre pro-

Surrambete Fair
Leader

(white)

Ph: (02) 656 1030 Fax: (02) 656 1026

m ALPACAS WINTER 1997

duction in alpacas. At the same time,
we are introducing Hope Downs to all
the alpaca breeders and anyone who is
looking into alpacas as an investment,’
said Dolly.

She said that the stud is in the
alpaca industry for the long haul:
‘Alpacas have a great future in the
Australian fibre industry and we are
determined to be part of its success.’

Those interested in attending a
workshop can obtain information and
bookings by phoning (08) 9571 4349
or faxing (08) 9571 4369.

The indefatigable Janie Hicks is taking
her workshop roadshow to Rosemount
Alpacas, in Canungra, QId. Dates are
August 17 and 18. For details, ring
George Rose on (07) 5544 0106 or fax
(07) 5544 0107.

Cedar House Trince

(light fawn)

Mobile Matings Available

Sue Maynard: 16 Mansfield Rd, Galston NSW 2159
Ph: (02) 653 2277




VAILT 2
Alpaca Sm

'HENLEY BROOK WEST AUSTRALIA

Breeding for Excellence

. Introducing
y o

; Shanbrooke Elite

Superb Fleece (18.2 micron) and conformation.
Quiet temperament.

¢ JUNIOR CHAMPION MALE o INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION MALE

1996 Geelong Regional Show

e RES JUNIOR CHAMPION MALE

1996 Sheep Show, Melbourne

e JUNIOR CHAMPION MALE

1996 Royal Melbourne Show

1996 State Championships NSW

e INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION MALE
1996 National Classic Melbourne

o SUPREME CHAMPION
1996 Albany Show WA

SWAN VALLEY ALPACA STUD

® INSPECTION WELCOME by appointment
® AGISTMENT AVAILABLE on excellent

reticulated pasture

® Specialising in ELITE QUALITY STOCK

Contact RON & ROSE REID
Phone (08) 9296 4888
Fax (08) 9296 4199
Mobile 0418 916 093

Other Show Results include
® |ST IN CLASS NATIONAL CLASSIC 1996

¢ GRAND CHAMPION FEMALE
Perth Royal 1996

® GRAND CHAMPION FEMALE
Albany WA 1996

o CHAMPION FANCY
Albany WA 1996
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Arriv;'ng in November 1997 %
Outstanding Light Fawn Stud Male

Purchased recently from Hamilton Bridges’ own reserved
stock on Niue. Superb Fleece (18.6 micron at 2'"2yrs) and

conformation. Jointly owned by: M. Hutchinson,
R & K Raynor and R & R Reid.

Also standing at stud

“Iwo Ways” Royal Russett

A rare and outstanding solid brown Suri




The Proof is in the Progeny

invites inspection of the FIRST PROGENY from
our light fawn SUPERIOR STUD MALE

Mobile matings available
to select females

Progeny for sale

J & B Worcester (03) 5963 7154
R & B Holland (057) 747 365




Letters

TO THE EDITOR

Please address all letters to: The Editor, Alpacas Australia, C/- PTW Desktop & Design
Unit 9, 663 Victoria Street, Abbotsford Vic 3067.

WHY THE LIVE CRIA GUARANTEE IS GOOD BUSINESS

It may surprise many readers to learn that a live cria guarantee
is not standard practice for male stud services in our industry.

There are a number of reasons given by breeders as to why
they don’t offer this level of confidence to their clients. These
centre around the problem of absent or neglectful owners. If
the owner is not there during the labour and the cria dies
because it’s stuck, or membranes cover its nose, for example,
it’s hard to argue that a free return service should be provided.
Or what if the alpaca is harassed by dogs, or is stressed by heat
or travel? The male has done its job and this loss is the owner’s
problem, they say.

I've heard about a variation on the guarantee whereby a
free return service is offered if the cria dies up to the day
before delivery. This covers failure on the animal’s part (but
not labour) and excludes owner absence or neglect (which
could be seen as the same thing if we're talking about full-term
pregnant alpacas).

The problem with all this is that a live cria guarantee is not
solely about the male or female failing in reproduction. It is
not about who did what and when. It does not seek to blame
the owners, the vet, the agisting stud or to have them blame
each other. It does not take away the need to educate owners
about how to properly care for their alpacas.

The guarantee is about goodwill. It is an important gesture
that helps limit the female alpaca owner’s losses. Remember,
the guarantee comes into effect when there’s a dead cria and
when the female’s owner has lost up to 12 month’s produc-
tion. The guarantee is a commitment to that owner to assist
breeding. It is also low-cost.

The service fee includes this commitment. Just as a female
may become pregnant on the first service or may take many
matings over many months, the guarantee simply extends the

period to the birth of a live cria. (On this basis, some service
fees are easier to earn than others.) Of course, a problem aris-
es when a male is at a particular stud for only a limited peri-
od, or when that male is partly owned, non-owned or leased.
A cria loss 12 months down the track may pose logistical
problems.

These types of situations are, I think, at the root of many
of the arguments I've heard from those who do not give a live
cria guarantee. Where the male is non-owned, for example,
how can the servicing stud carry the “liability” when the male
may have left months ago?

[ think studs can resolve these issues easily — by offering to
provide a free return service to a stud male standing at the
time, should the original male no longer be available.

Interestingly, the studs that I know which offer a live cria
guarantee report very few losses. In fact, one stud said it had
never lost a cria; another recalls one or two out of several hun-
dred matings. Another stud is confident enough of its posi-
tion to extend the live cria guarantee to include neonatal
death.

I recall reading an interview with Siimon Reynolds, the
advertising man (of ‘Grim Reaper’ fame) who talked about
the importance of money-back guarantees for products. He
said something along the lines of only a few per cent of buy-
ers will claim their money back, but a guarantee is responsible
for the vast majority of business coming in. In other words,
guarantees give confidence, at low cost.

For an industry which relies on attracting new entrants and
on those new entrants liking what they see and deciding to
stay, a live cria guarantee makes good business sense.

Krista Mogensen
Anicca Alpacas, Wartook Vic
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QR‘ ALPACA STUD l R&-‘
EST. 1993
World’s Highest Priced Alpaca
‘RUFFO’
Purchased from Mike Safley’s Northwest Alpacas, Oregon U.S.A.
STANDING AT STUD

L =

Pure White Accoyo Macho, number one pick of the 1994 Peruvian Elite Sale.
Pictured with Roger Haldane, Don Julio, K.C. and Charlie.
18.8 micron, 3.7 SD and 19.7 CV at 3.5 years

RUFFO’S
PROGENY
“(GUARANTEED

REsuLTs”

Females mated to this Outstanding & Genetically Superior Stud Sire
periodically available FOR SALE!

ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME
Contact: Matthew or Cathy
Phone (08) 8383 7022
Mobile 0419 828 002




ERINGA PARK ALPACA STUD
AND
TIMBERTOP ALPACAS

Present the following Outstanding Peruvian Studs
FOR SALE & SERVICE in 1997 |

‘Peruvian Luminosa’
Solid Dark Fawn

17.2 micron 3.4 SD
19.8 cv at 12 months

1st place 6-9 months AOBA 1996
2nd place 6-9 months Estes Park 1996

Son of ‘Hemmingway’

‘Peruvian Don Corleone’

Solid White

21.8 micron 4.3 SD
19.7 cv at 12 months

‘Peruvian Baldermero’
Solid White
Full Accoyo Male

22 micron 17.6 CV at 12 months

ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME

Contact: Matthew or Cathy
Eringa Park Alpaca Stud
Phone (08) 8383 7022
Mobile 0419 828 002

Andrew, Peter or Marjorie
Timbertop Alpacas

Phone (08) 8549 547
Mobile 015 979 547

“ALLIN CAPAC”

AVAILABLE FOR STUD
SERVICE MAY 1997

Allin Capac is a Quechua
Indian word meaning ‘Mighty
One’ an appropriate descrip-
tion of this fine son of Shere
Khan. He was rated one of
the top alpacas in the 1995
Five Star Peruvian Sale in
Tacna, Peru, bv the selection
team.

Allin Capac is a 3 year old
macho with the stunning
head coverage of the Shere
Khan line. With 22 micron
crimpy white fibre this proud
macho will add the dramatic
Accoyo presence and fibre
quality to your crias (Accoyo
Magazine).




ASSESSING HUACAYA FIBER

THROUGH THE EYE OF A BREEDER
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Animal breeding is a creative art form.

by Mike Safley The aesthetic qualities of an animal are

painted in the mind’s eye of the breed-
er and manifested in the pasture as
three dimensional art, fashioned with
chromosomes, selected from the
palette of DNA available from specific
animals in the artist’s general herd. To
many alpaca breeders, their animals are
living sculptures constructed of flesh,
bone and fleece.

Alpaca breeders can create alpacas
with coarse, straight hair or soft, curvy
locks as fine as Rembrandts brush
strokes. Each breeder needs to decide
what fleece character and style he
wants his alpacas to produce. Since
breeding alpacas is an economic ven-
ture, as well as an artistic pursuit,

Table 1
CHARACTERISTIC % OF VALUE
Fineness or average diameter 65 — 80%

The primary determinant of value in the
textile market is micron count.

Staple length 15 -20%
Determines which spinning system
will be used, woolen or worsted.

Tensile strength 5-10%
Alpaca fiber is not sold based on ten-

sile strength because it is rarely, if

ever, too weak to spin.

Cleanliness 5-10%
The price of alpaca fleece is not

impacted by cleanliness in South

America, but it is in North America

and Australia.

Color
Alpaca fiber is the only natural fiber Depending on current
which can command a premium fashion

based on color.

Degree of medullation

A highly medullated fleece indicates Generally reflected in
an alpaca which may have llama average fineness or
blood in its background or is poorly % of fiber over 30
selected. microns

Northwest Alpacas decided to found
their fleece ideals on those traits which
are most valuable to textile manufac-
turers.

The market place creates price pre-
miums for certain fleece characteris-
tics. Studies have determined that
manufacturers pay for all natural fiber
based on the criteria listed in Table 1.

Alpaca breeders should select
alpacas for their breeding programs
that will produce commercially valu-
able fiber. Carefully selecting for fiber
fineness, length, uniformity, and an
absence of medullation requires an
understanding of what to look for on
the live alpaca. Density and crimp are
signposts that a breeder can use to help
select outstanding alpacas. Annually
measuring all these traits is extremely
important if breeders expect to make
qualitative gain in their herds.

Selecting for several traits simulta-
neously can reduce the likelihood of
definitive progress. Some characteris-
tics are antagonistic. Fineness and den-
sity are a good example. “You must first
fix the density trait before selecting for
fineness,” says Don Julio Barreda. He
has found that if you attempt to select
for both traits at the same time, densi-

ty suffers.

Fineness

Fineness is the primary determinant of
price because a fiber's micron count
determines its end use. Fine fiber is
generally more valuable because it cre-
ates apparel which can be worn next to
the skin. Coarse fiber is used for carpet
wool. There are a whole range of uses
between these two extremes, each
demanding a specific diameter of fiber.



Fine fiber is rare and in short supply. Approximately 7% of
all alpaca fiber in Peru grades Baby at 21-22 microns. Most
fiber animals grow fleece of more than 24-25 microns.
Garments made of fiber averaging more than 21 or 22
microns often itches or feels prickly to the wearer. Cloth made
of fleece containing 5% of fiber over 30 microns also itches,
even if it averages only 21 microns.

Fineness is highly heritable. The mating of fine males to
fine females produces finely fibered cria. When selecting a
male for fineness, breeders should place a premium on older
males with low micron counts. (See later, on crimp.)

Staple Length

Alpaca fiber’s staple length is important. Length commands a
premium in the textile market. Length increases the manu-
facturers’ ability to spin finer and stronger yarns for weaving.
Fiber must be at least 2.5 inches and preferably 3.5 inches or
more to be used in the worsted system. The finest garments
are made from worsted yarn. Short fibers used in woolen yarn
generally sell at a discount.

Staple length is heritable. By measuring the length of the
staple annually at each shearing, breeders can determine
which alpacas are genetically predisposed to grow longer fiber.
This measurement can be very effective as a selection guide-
line within a herd since all the alpacas can be presumed to
have a similar environment and diet. All other things being
equal, a longer staple will equate to a higher volume of fleece.

Uniformity

There is considerable research which establishes that a more
uniform fleece is more ‘spinnable’. A fleece with a co-efficient
of variation that is 5% less than a fleece of comparable micron
will spin a yarn that performs as if the fleece is one micron
finer. The most effective way to select for uniformity is to
breed for alpacas with a lower average micron count. A finer
fleece generally has less standard deviation. Many breeders
believe that a cria with a lower standard deviation is more
likely to maintain fine fiber as it ages.

In the field, an alpaca with a uniform fleece can be detect-
ed in several ways. A uniform fleece opens cleanly, like a book,
not a rose. The fleece won't appear webby or cross fibered. It
cracks or breaks open cleanly, without tangle. (See photos A
and B.) The crimp style found in the fleece will have the same
look and structure at the shoulder, midside, and hip. When
the crimp or lock structure extends down the legs, under the
belly, and up the neck, the fleece tends to be more uniform.

Ideally, color should be uniform over the entire body of the
alpaca. When producing fleece for commercial sale, breeders
should avoid selecting alpacas with secondary colors which
require additional labor to sort. Also, different colors within
the fleece do not take dye evenly.

Photo A: Accoyo plantel female fleece. The fleece opens like a book,
clean and uniform.

Photo B: The fleece ‘cracks on the alpaca as it moves and turns.
This is an indication of both density and uniformity.

Medulation

Medulated fibers are the coarse, thick bristles that constitute
the second coat of guard hair often found on a llama. Alpacas
should be selected against this trait. Medulated fiber often
exceeds 40 microns and can range up to 100 microns.

A breeder can visually detect medulated fiber on an alpaca.
Most alpacas have medulated fiber in their chest or apron and in
the britch and belly. A breeder’s goal is to first eliminate guard
hair from the blanket area and then from the entire animal.

When assessing medulation, study the right hand tail of
the histogram for evidence of coarse fiber. The percentage of
fiber over 30 microns is quantified on most histograms and is
a guide to the amount of medulated fiber in a given fleece.

A breeder can cut a lock of fleece from an alpaca and then
look for thick fibers among the finer ones. Pull at the lock
from the tip, if an inordinate number of thick fibers slide
from the lock the alpaca is likely to have a medulated fleece.

Selecting for Density

From the breeder’s point of view, density is one of the alpaca’s
most important production traits. Ultimately, the purchase
price for fiber of any grade is based on its weight. On the
other hand, the textile manufacture doesn't place any value on
an individual alpaca’s density.

A breeder can determine an alpaca’s genetic predisposition to
density very simply: weigh the alpacas entire fleece annually at
shearing time. When assessing an unshorn animal in the field,
density can be determined in at least six different ways.

1 By feel; grab a handful of fleece. If your hand feels empty,
the alpaca has a light fleece. If it feels full, the fleece is
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dense. This measuring technique allows you to quickly
compare a number of alpacas in a given herd.

Inspect the fleece’s individual locks. If they are compact,
firm, thick, and solid, the entire animal is likely to be

dense. (See photo C.)

Part the fleece and inspect the skin. If you see a lot of skin,
the animal will tend to have a lighter fleece.

Photo C: Accoyo’s Victor. The lock formation in this fleece is solid,
well-defined and boldly crimped.

4 Look at the alpacas head. If it has a strong, dense wool cap
that grows at right angles to the skin, the balance of the ani-
mal will tend to be dense. If the forelock lays down or
hangs, the animal probably has fewer hair follicles per
square inch and is therefore less dense. (Photos D, E and E)

Look at an alpaca’s overall fiber coverage. Does the fiber
extend down the legs? Look carefully at the front of the
back legs. Do you see fiber or skin and bone? Are the
cheeks well fleeced or is the face open and without cover-
age More coverage indicates higher density. (See photo E)

Does the fleece ‘crack’ vertically when the animal walks or
turns his body? ‘Cracking’ indicates a dense and uniform
fleece. (See photo B.)

Visual assessments will never replace a scale, but they can
give you a quick appraisal of an animal’s density. This is par-
ticularly important when selecting animals for purchase if
production records are not available.

What crimp can tell a breeder about
an alpaca

The term ‘crimp’ has become a very familiar term to alpaca
breeders. Crimp is defined as the natural wave formation of
the fiber, expressed as crimps per unit of length. Visually,
crimp is most notable in the well organized staples or locks

FOR SALE

SOLID WHITE

Sales Enquiries: Darrell Bishop: Tel (063) 73 0382 Fax (063) 73 0323
Other Enquiries: John Mudge: Tel (02) 9553 0148 Fax (02) 9553 0148
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Photo D (left): This Alpaca has a weak wool cap which lays down and an ‘open’ face. She produces about 2.5 pounds of fiber per year.

Photo E (right): three of Accoyo’s plantel herd sires. Well covered head with dense wool caps. Note the tight V formed at the eye by the conver-

found in the fleece. Crimp also occurs
along the shaft of a single fiber. This
has been defined by Cameron Holt, of
the Melbourne College of Textiles, as
crinkle. There is a general relationship
between fiber fineness and crimp. (See
photo G.)

Textile manufacturers don’t pay a
premium based solely on crimp. For

gence of head and cheek fleece.

many years wool graders used crimp
per inch to predict fineness and, there-
fore, price. But, with the advent of
sophisticated electronic measuring
devices, there is less and less reliance on
crimp as an indication of fineness by
manufacturers.

However, crimp assessment is still a
useful selection tool for the alpaca

breeder grading animals in his herd or
for purchase.

To understand why crimp is an
important trait in alpacas, we must
first understand why some fleeces
exhibit crimp and others do not.

Fine alpaca and sheep fiber have
dual cortical cells, para and ortho. In
coarse fibers a hollow core may be visi-

PARK VIEW RAVEN

Solid Blue Black

As can be seen by his exceptional results during his first 12 months
of showing, RAVEN is one of Australia’s most awarded black males.
He has a beautiful lustrous crimpy dense fleece which is incredibly
soft, and which cut almost 4 Kg at his first shearing.

Show results include:

Also:

* Supreme Champion Portland 1996

* Reserve Champion Jnr. Male
Hawkesbury 1996

* Reserve Champion Fleece Central
coast 1996

1st in class at:

* National Classic Show 1995

* Sydney Royal 1996

* St. Ives 1996

* Castle Hill 1996

* NSW State Show 1996 (Fleece)

* National Classic Show 1996 (Fleece)

Also at Stud
The legendary... Purrumbete DON QUIXOTE (solid light fawn)

And stunning newcomer...Cedar House LUCIFER (medium fawn)

A%C’ngggg Keith, Jeanette & Kylie Hollingworth SPECIALISING IN
A 76 Arcadia Road. Galston NSW 2159 FAWN AND BLACK
Ph: (02) 9653 1696 Fax: (02) 9653 1040 BLOODLINES
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ble (medulla) and the cortex is less distinct. The cortical cells
in alpaca fiber constitute a variable fraction of the fiber mass,
being the lowest in coarse and the highest in fine fiber where
the fraction may be 90%

Alpaca fiber and wool have a bilateral structure. That is to
say, the paracortex and orthocortex grow side by side. It is this
structure which is believed to give wool and alpaca fiber its
crimp. Think of a single fiber as a rope made of two inde-
pendent strands which are twisted together. When twisted
ever more tightly, the rope kinks or ‘crimps’. Research in 1953
by a Japanese scientist found that the orthocortex was always
observed on the outside of the crimp curve as shown in
[lustration 1.

As alpacas age, their crimp tends to broaden and disappear.
The fleece becomes coarser each year. The orthocortex also
tends to disappear as micron count increases. Breeders should
understand this phenomenon and be more reliant on geno-
type than phenotype when assessing the crimp producing
capacity of alpacas, particularly older males.

Dr. Jim Watts, a well respected animal researcher and wool
specialist, has spent several years studying alpaca fleece char-
acteristics on behalf of Coolaroo Alpaca Stud in New South
Wiales, Australia.

He had this to say about crimp as a characteristic in
‘Advanced Alpaca Production, Breeding from Fibre to Fabric’:

‘Because alpaca fiber crimps or waves at regular time inter-
vals, faster growing fibers automatically display bolder crimp
or wave frequencies. Do not assume that bolder crimp equates
to stronger fiber diameter; from recent textile research of
Merino wool it is now known that bold, deep crimping wools
are the softest, finest and best processing fibers. In the huacaya
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Photo F: Accoyo’s Shere Khan. This picture speaks for itself and is
worth a thousand words.

alpaca we should be looking for and breeding these bold, deep
crimping wools.”
At Northwest Alpacas, crimp definition is a used as a selec-

Photo G:

A Accoyo’s Legend at 7 years of
age. 5 crimps/inch; 1-97
crimps/em; 23.6 microns.

B Accoyo’s Victor at 7 years of
age. 5.5 crimpslinch; 2.17
crimps/cm; 22.6 microns.

C Accoyo’s El Moustachio at 8
years of age. 6 crimps/inch;
2.36 crimps/cm; 23.5 microns.

D NWA’s Antonio at 12 months
of age. 6.5 crimpslinch; 2.56

crimps/cm; 18.5 microns.

E Peruvian Hemingway at 8
years of age. 7 crimps/inch;
2.76 crimps/cm; 22.2 microns



tion criteria. The crimp found in an
alpaca’s fleece is evidence of the follow-
ing characteristics:

1 Crimp generally indicates fineness.
Typically, the more crimps per inch,
the finer the fiber. While this is not
always true, it does serve as a visual
guide while assessing alpacas in the
field. See photo G. The most accu-
rate way to measure fiber fineness is
with a LASARSCAN or OFDA

machine.

Hllustration 1

Paracortex

Orthocortex

Orthocortex
!
Y

Paracortex

¥ MERUNGLE

2 Crimp is an indication of density. A
dense, crimpy fleece often has a well
organized lock and staple structure
that allows for more and longer fiber
to occupy a smaller space, much like
a well folded newspaper occupies
less space than one which has been
wadded up in an unorganized fash-
ion and piled on the floor.

3 Crimp indicates uniformity in the
fleece. A highly uniform fleece will
typically exhibit the same crimp
characteristics over the entire body
of the animal.

4 The presence of crimp indicates a
lack of medullation in the fleece.
Coarse medullated fibers lack ortho-
cortex, grow straight, and do not
crimp.

5 Once it is processed, a well crimped
staple measures longer than a com-
parable length staple without crimp.
Understanding this allows the breed-
er to select for longer staple length

by breeding crimp into the alpacas’
fleece.

6 A fleece with high crimp definition
will stay cleaner and more compact
from one shearing to the next.

Alpaca breeding is truly art. Men
like Julio Barreda have studied the craft,
learned the techniques and passionately
applied them over many generations.
The symmetry, elegance, form and
function of their alpacas are testimony
to their talent. The challenge is for each
of us to serve our apprenticeship and
evolve our own style of alpaca art.

Good luck!

(Mike Safley and his family run Northwest
Alpacas in Hillsboro, Oregon. He is a past
president of AOBA and a frequent contribu-
tor to Alpacas Australia and to the American
Alpacas magazine. Mike was a guest at last
year’s Alpaca Industry Seminar where he gave
a fascinating slide presentation entitled
Vicuna Roundup’]

ALPACA INSURANCE

ALPACA STUD

In the drier part of Gippsland
Where you don't get your feet wet!
AT STUD

PURRUMBETE SILVERSMITH
grey roan

PURRUMBETE HOT SHOT
light fawn

Junior Male & Supreme Champion Senior Champion Male
Melb. Sheep & Wool Show ‘95

Res. Senior Champion Male
Royal Melbourne Show ‘95

A lifetime of farming experience
The home of show champions & breeding for the best

Reserve Junior Male

Sires used in breeding program include:
Purrumbete Inti, Snowman, Ledger's Dream, Scarborough &
Highlander, Peruvian Sonoma, Pacific Beethoven

Jenny & Peter McDavitt Sellings Lane, PO Box 330, Maffra 3860
Phone: 03 5147 2444 Fax: 03 5147 2603 Mobile: 0418 516 606

* Information Days ¢ Sales * Agistment ¢ Stud Services * Garment Sales

Best Rates

® Widest Insurance Cover

®* Prompt Claim Settlement

Contact
GRANTLEY
FEARN
Ph: (03) 9696 4738
Fax: (03) 9696 2982
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Generations of
selective Peruvian breeding
meet our future

Photograph courtesy of The Advertiser

From Barreda's renowned Accoyo herd,

Peruvian Auzengate

has arrived in Australia.

His dense and crimpy adult fleece tested at a low 19.5 microns (SD 4.5)

Peruvian Auzengate was the No 1 selection
from the Peruvian importation to the USA in 1995

Peruvian breeding excellence!

Standing at stud at Ambersun Alpacas (Mt Compass, SA)
for Fine Choice Alpaca Sires

For information and bookings contact Chris Williams
018 086 256 or (08) 8556 8166
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Swan-nedred @o/mvtan ladies
wide-eyed beneath

Baibara Gatland lashes
advanee and injeel, the lawhisls
ﬁﬁm a demicirélo.

of ceam and chocolate,
mattled Waek and white
they wander (ﬁ[ l6 bouse beneath the qums

thase nenchalant New Susalians.

BY BARBARA BELL, MYRTLE BANK, SA, WHO WROTE THIS ON SEEING HER FIRST ALPACAS
(PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY GEOFF HARGREAVES, PACHACUTI ALPACAS)
Yes, we know they're not Peruvian alpacas, but isn't it a beautiful shot?

ALPACA
INSURANCE
SO
RING

ROWNTREE

Toll free: (1800) 251 900
Business: (02) 9363 5814
Home: (02) 9363 4762
Fax: (02) 9362 4039

David Rowntree
Livestock Insurance
Brokers Pty Ltd

Member: NIBA

Design A D;sign B
EXCLUSIVE - QUALITY GIFTS, TROPHIES AND GARMENTS

GIFTWARE GARMENTS
\

New Stock Arriving Continually!!

For more info, or a Free Brochure, Please write to:
P.0. Box 74, Geelong VIC 3220 or Tel (052) 78 7159 Fax (052) 77 1758
Alan & Carolyn Jinks, Benleigh Alpaca Stud, Geelong VIC (052) 50 2737
Elizabeth McDonald, Tapitalee Alpaca & Craft, West Cambewarre, NSW (044) 46 0538
Maxine Daley, Parrakoola Park Alpacas, QLD (07) 5543 0283
Petter Otto, Cartrefelee Alpaca Stud, TAS (002) 67 4365
Annemarie & Darren O'Connor, Murray View Alpacas, Murray Bridge SA (085) 35 4276
Bob Klose, Beauglen Alpaca Emporium, WA (09) 524 1294
Nic Cooper & Linda Blake, Southern Alpacas, New Zealand 0011 64 3 481 1720
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% Pick o} the Pack %

KEEP THOSE
PACAPICS

COMING IN?

You, too, could be a Pick
of the Pack winner and
receive $50.00...

AND for an extra special
photo that makes it as a
front cover, we’ll pay

vou $150.00¢

- ‘.-l‘? o S

“Irying to go straight.’

John and Judy McRae,
Blue Gum Alpacas

‘Bloomin’ big
sheep, these!’

Wendy Summerell,
Starwood Alpaca
Farm

‘Are you sure
you cleaned
your teeth?’

Susie Clark,
Chachani Alpacas




‘Put your left foot in and shake it all about...’

Kylie Hollingworth
Alpacanoes Alpacas

‘Here’s looking at you, kid.’
Dianne Condon,
Shanbrooke Alpacas

‘Oh, yuck! It’s llama!’

Wendy Beer,
Pinjarra Alpacas

“Thought I'd go underground ’til
I grow some more fleece!’

Susie Clark,
Chachani Alpacas

‘Which way did those two go?’

G & A Lynskey,
Glengarry Alpacas




& Tourist Farm

We have an extensive range of alpaca
yarns and garments.

Mail Order for Wool
Available.

Home baked refreshments
and lunch available in our coffee
corner.

Winner of 1996
Hawkesbury Business Award for
Outstanding Tourism Services.

Hours: Friday, Saturday, Sunday and
Public Holidays 10am — 5pm

Lot 1/159 Avoca Road,

“%Jmmra Alpaca Barn )ﬂ“

Grose Wold NSW
“E Phone/Fax (045) 72 1986 j"

Do you want to learn
about Alpacas,
(including nutrition,
breeding, health and
fibre production) by
home study?

If so, contact Pauline Smith

Armidale College of TAFE
Beardy Street, Armidale 2350
Phone: (067) 73 7723
Fax: (067) 72 8792

To place your
business car
advertisement in the
Business Direcfory,

Contact Suzanne Charles

PTW Desktop and Design.
Phone (03) 9428 9663
Fax (03) 9428 2728.

Only $100, including production,
or as little as $80 per issue
for regular advertisers.

QUALITY
ALPACA
SUPPLIES

e BOOKS

e HALTERS & LEADS

e FLOOR RUGS,
MAGNETS, BLANKETS

e TEDDY BEARS

For a catalogue
please phone or fax
Christine Roffey on

(02) 630 3731

INSURE YOUR ALPACAS

Embryo from 4 Months after Covering
Conditions Apply. Cria from 1 Day Old
Alpacas to 12 Years. First Class Service & Security

) Park Lane Insurance
ﬁ\ INSURANCE BROKERS PTY. LTD.

GATE Tel: (03) 9719 7377
(VIC.) PTY. LTD. Fax: (03) 9719 7723

Cartrefelee Alpaca Stud

Quality Alpacas for Sale
Agistment ¢ Stud Services Available

Peter & Heather Otto

SADDLE ROAD PHONE:  (002) 67 4365

KETTERING FAX: (002) 67 4804

TASMANIA MOBILE: 018 122 346
"The Alpaca Isle"




BUSINESS directory

McGregor Alpacas

*Alpacas for sale
*Excellent after sale service
oSpinning and knitting service available

Visitors welcome

Home of Magenta Alpaca Stud
Sally & Ian McGregor R.M.B. 1440 Chiltern 3683

Phone/Fax (057) 26 1524

“{ ogans

for Alpaca insurance
Ph: (02) 9909 1499 Fax: (02) 9909 8057

STXRWOOD
ALPACA STUD

* We guarantee fertile ALL breeding stock *
*x Quality fleeced animals with gentle dispositions %
* Outstanding stud males available

TARWOOD DREAM WEAVER (FAWN) SIRE LEDGERS DREAM
RWOOD HIAWATHA (BROWN) SIRE HIGHLANDER
PURRUMBETE KING ALFRED (WHITE) SIRE OSCAR

South East Queensland — Phone/Fax: (07) 5543 0207

A
’ A Graphic Design
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Compvltcr Cut Signs for all purposes
Deanne & Anthony McCrea
PO Box 825 Mittagong NSW 2575
\ Mobile 0418 444690 J

———

Capalba Park Alpacas

Garments in Luxurious Alpaca

Suppliers of Alpaca Yarns, Tops
& All Your Alpaca needs
Call us now for

Catalogue — information

Geoff or Nancy Halpin
< R.M.B. 4820 Seymour Ph 057 99 1688

%U/ﬁﬁ( %/M/ %f/ - %//?/((
7 g Gt

((‘.\pen'ence the (/e/)'yﬂ/.r 0/‘ 7//)a<’a omnersﬁlp /.;‘0112

a small breeders perspective. (S/a/(/ in our
restored miners collage where you

can rest.revive and. 1}2(/11@9.

Neov and ¢ &1y Giles, RIACT 667, Creswick Usic 3363

Teleptrone: 03 5345 2759

J. M. A. STRINGER & COMPANY
LICENSED STOCK & STATION AGENTS.
Established 1961
Licensee: Michael Stringer OAM, JP, MCIT
PO Box 290 NARRABEEN NSW 2101

% Alpaca Sales Specialist
% Rural Property Sales

A service for Buyers and Sellers of alpacas

Phone (02) 9970 8184 & Fax (02) 9970 8185

e Lifetime in Farming

TRARON
ALPACAS * Superior Males at Stud (all colours)

(Peruvian Feb. 1997)

* Agistment for Investors on
excellent pastures

* Quality animals for sale
“We are happy to share our knowledge”’

BILL & ANNETTE ROBBINS RMB 7062, WODONGA VIC. 3691
PHONE/FAX: (060) 725 224




“TRULEEN DOWNS”’
ALPACA STUD FARM

£l 6)_

Lana Rurnal Praducts
Protect your investment

* LIVESTOCK INVESTMENT
with our tried and proven quality alpaca paddock rugs, * SALES & STUD SERVICE
halters, feeders and associated products. « MANAGEMENT
for further information contact: * AGISTMENT

Suzanne Browne (Lockhart) on Tisamnne Villsy Bed
(03) 5962 3927 Pakenham, Victoria 3810

Eng: Colleen or Trudy
Phone: (059) 411 994
Fax: (059) 402 352

Bonnie Vale Alpacas

Established 1990

Announcing Peruvian “Mister Sollocota”
No 4 the prize of the Jolimont shipment selected for
his superb crimp, fineness, density and outstanding
conformation.

Also introducing

e Peruvian Jolimont No 8 (solid white)

e Bonnie Vale Charlemagne (medium fawn)

* Bonnie Vale Bandit (medium grey)
Bonnie Vale has the largest flock in Central Western NSW
with a wide selection of quality animals for sale.

113 Mitchell Highway Phone (068) 467 292 Fax (068) 467 282
Wellington NSW 2820 Mobile 015 253 219

ARhira Pty. Ltd.

ALPACAS: Peruvian, Australian, Chilean Females, Males & Wethers For Sale.
At STUD: Outstanding Males Available include:-

“Jolimont Pacifico”— White Peruvian. Rising 4 years. Imported from Don Julio Barreda.
Pacifico is an excellent example of the Accoyo stock being very upstanding with a fine,
dense heavy cutting fleece with lovely character.
“Hanging Rock King” — Black. Rising 6 years. A champion in his own right and Sire of at least
five individual broad ribbon winners plus a champion fleece at major shows since Sept. 1996.
“Morgan Miren Hoedown” — Medium Fawn. 3 years Reserve Champion to Hanging Rock
King. Fine, dense fleece and superb nature. Purrumbete bloodlines.
“Jolimont Mochica” — Peruvian, Light Fawn. Available 1998. Extremely fine and dense with
exceptional coverage and character.
Our on farm shop carries a large range of Australian and Imported Alpaca knitwear, garments, hats, rugs,
wall hangings, doonas, spinning and knitting wool etc. Now featuring the superb locally produced
“Alpaca Classica” range of 100% baby alpaca knitwear. Open every day 10am to 4pm except Monday.
Contact: Robert & Lyn Shepherd
MT. PLEASANT ROAD, BIRDWOOD S.A. 5234

Phone: (08) 8568 5422 Fax: (08) 8568 5266 Mobile: (018) 857 346




What’s NEW?

There are new publications and important updates of
existing titles now available from the Association.
Below is just a sample of what's in stock. Turn to the
order form on page 60, make your selections and
post or fax your order today.

VOLUME 4 OF THE HERD BOOK is your guide to ‘who’s who' in the national alpaca herd. Buy it in
conventional book format or load it up on to your computer, because it’s also available on diskette
for both IBMs and Macs. At only $17 for hard-copy and $19 for ASKII format diskette, it’s great
value.
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CoAT COLOUR TABLES, version 2 is now out. This represents the next stage in authors, Bill Wall and
Ron Cole’s project of studying coat colour inheritance in alpacas — a very important piece of research

HERD BOOK
VOL 4

COAT
COLOUR

TABLES
VERSION 2

for the industry. Version 2 includes the material published in version 1 which has been expanded

by subsequent animal registrations. Base data comes from the International Alpaca Register, as

maintained by the Association. While the tables represent visible colour charactistics of animals, i.e.,

they represent phenotype, not genotype, Bill and Ron are also working on the genetics of colour
inheritance as part of this project. Their findings to date and current research directions will form
part of their paper to be delivered at the 1997 Industry Seminar to be held in Sydney in July.

At only $22.00, the tables are excellent value for those interested in studying the inheritance of
coat colour in Australian alpacas. For those who would like the tables on disk, contact Wall Cole
Consultants Pty Ltd direct (076 355 390). Material can be formatted to suit Mac or IBM programs.
Cost is a mere $20.00.

SHOWING

GUIDELINES
MANUAL

THE SHOWING GUIDELINES MANUAL is a new concept for the Association. The text has been updat-
ed, re-ordered and largely re-written and the publication is now presented in a smart ringed binder.

Its loose-leaf formar allows text to be updated without the need for a full reprint of the manual.
Apart from the guidelines themselves, there are excellent sections on preparing animals for showing,
preparation of fleeces and judging criteria. Also included is the Association’s approved listing for
alpaca animal and fleece classes.

For only $19.00 subscribers will receive the binder and text. Updates, complete with detailed fil-
ing instructions, will be free of charge.

LLAMA AND
ALPACA
NEONATAL

CARE
SMITH, TIMS
AND LONG

LramA AND ALPACA NEONATAL CARE, Brad Smith, Karen Timm and Pat Long, Clay Press, Jackson,
California (1996). This well known team of authors has updated and expanded their previous book-
let of notes and turned them into a well organised booklet for the alpaca and llama breeder. The
text is well supplemented with diagrams, panels listing key facts and plenty of amusing cartoons.
The content is laid out in chapter sequence that reflects how things happen. The first chaprer is
a review of female anatomy, followed by preparing for birth, on to birthing, dystocias, care of new-
born, problems of newborn and care of the dam. The section on managing problems of the new-

born is greatly expanded. Sections on behaviour are included. An owner focus is obviously borne in
mind and pertinent questions and answers are found throughout, linking text and ideas that flow
from each question. The new edition has acquired a much more readable style then the older sem-
inar note style edition.
If you breed camelids, get yourself a copy! [Available at the end of June for $50.00 per copy)
Review by veterinarian, Ewen McMillan.



No tame animal has lost less of its native dignity or
maintained more of its ancient reserve. The domestic
cat might rebel tomorrow.

William Conway, Archbishop of Armagh

When it comes to management, alpacas are a little bit goat, a
little bit sheep and a little bit horse. But, when it comes to
behaviour and their relationships with people, alpacas are a lot
like cats.

I realise that there is a risk of stereotyping both alpacas and
cats in the process of this exercise, however it is done with the
utmost respect for both animals. I have been a cat owner for
13 years and involved intimately with alpacas as well as llamas
for 15 years. In that time, six cats have shared hearth and
home and innumerable alpacas have crossed my path. Not,
perhaps, a large enough sample to be truly scientific, but
enough for educated speculation. Comments from people
who live with both cats and alpacas have reinforced my own
perceptions.

In the course of preparing to write this article, I read
through many books about cats. The same words are used
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Cats and Alpacas
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Marty McGee

over and over to describe cats: graceful, mysterious, aloof, mag-
ical, aristocratic. The same words frequently appear in descrip-
tions of alpacas. Many famous writers have been quoted
regarding their feelings about cats. In many cases the word
alpaca could be easily substituted.

Collette, a French writer said, “There are no ordinary cats’.

Agnes Repplier, an American essayist said, ‘It is impossible
for a lover of cats to banish these alert, gentle and discrimi-
nating little friends, who give us just enough of their regard
and complaisance to make us hunger for more.’

As if they sense a brotherhood, the alpacas themselves seem
to have an affinity for cats. When dogs go out to the barn,
alpacas seem to be mildly interested. When the cats make an
appearance the alpacas stop what they are doing (even if it is
eating!) and minutely investigate the cat.

At first glance, you might not see the full range of similar-
ities, but look more closely. There are certain physiological
and physical resemblances. Alpacas and cats are both induced
ovulators and breed with the female in the sternal position. At
a walk, alpacas and cats move similarly beginning from the left
hind, followed by the left front, then the right hind and final-
ly the right front. Both animals are narrow in the chest and
deep through the rib. Much of their body language and behav-
iour is similar. Irritated cats and alpacas both flatten their ears
against their heads, switch their tails — and spit. Both animals
are quiet, clean, don't smell and go to the bathroom in the
same place. Intact males of both species scream at each other
at the top of their lungs.

Alpacas that are sufficiently intimate with their people will,
like a cat, rub their heads on you. And, like cats, alpacas pre-
fer to initiate contact with human beings. Both species are
generally leery of strangers and do not appreciate having their
personal space invaded without some formal introduction. A
cat’s curiosity is legendary — witness the expression, ‘Curiosity
killed the cat’. Most any alpaca owner would agree that alpacas
rank right up at the top of the curiosity scale and it often leads
to dangerous situations.

What about brains? The intelligence of cats is often the
subject of debate, given their legendary lack of enthusiasm for



Di-Vetelact

“Really Gets Them Thriving”

The twins just after birth - Snugglepot and Cuddlepie. The alpaca with the bandaged leg, Cuddlepie
on the left, had difficulty feeding and weighed only 4.3 kilograms.

A World First ...
twin alpacas
who have survived!

Ebony Park Alpaca Stud
Seville, Victoria

The twins at 3 1/, months - Cuddlepie weighs 16 kgs and Snugglepot
24 kgs- with Di-Vetelact being a major factor in their thriving good health
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Ultimate Milk Substitute

For further information

Di- Vetelact Emergency please phone or write to:
N t, Ermingt
Mobile: 014 036 687 Ph: (02) 858 5622 Fax: (02) 858 5957
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traditional training. Paul Corey, in his book, Are Cats People?
described the problem this way: ‘Most humans, being self-
oriented, feel that any mammal who doesn’t try to act like a
human is #pso facto stupid. In this intelligence comparison
game cats get very low marks. Of all domestic mammals,
felines show the greatest resistance to behaving like a human.’

Alpacas and cats are often only obliging training subjects if
there is either food or a leadline/leash involved.

Dr Frank Miller, the author of a daily syndicated veteri-
nary column offered this interesting observation when asked,
‘Are cats as smart as monkeys?” He replied, ‘It would be fool-
ish to attempt to make a monkey out of a cat. However, one
of the areas in which cats demonstrate learning attributed for-
merly only to primates is that of learning by observation, a
process not easy for animals. Yet aside from primates, felines
are the first and only species proven in the laboratory to per-
form tasks faster when they've been allowed to watch others
in the learning process.’

Alpaca owners very often report that their alpacas show a
marked ability to learn faster when allowed to watch other
alpacas.

Historically, cats and alpacas also share some commonali-
ty. Both animals were embraced by ancient cultures. The cat
was worshipped as a god in ancient Egypt for over 2000 years.
Some authorities claim that the cat was tamed by 3,500 BC
and deified by c. 3,000 BC. At around 950 BC the Egyptian
goddess Bastet emerged as the primary goddess. She was
depicted as having a human body with a cat’s head and often
with a cat’s limbs and tail. According to the Car Catalog
(billed as the ultimate cat book), ‘As representatives of Bastet,
Egyptian cats had an awesome responsibility. Bastet was not
only goddess of sexuality and fertility, but she was also the
embodiment of the time-honoured ideal of virgin mother-
hood. How the Egyptians combined these two concepts is hard
to imagine but they worked it out.’

In the Incan culture (1,200 AD) the alpacas’ close cousin
(and fellow cat enthusiast), the llama, was used as pack ani-
mal, but was also of religious significance. The llama was
often the focus of spiritual and fertility rites and was held in
great esteem. A llama foetus was buried under the house to
bring good luck and a pure white llama was often sacrificed
to ensure a good harvest. Cats clearly had the better deal.
Egyptian worship of the cat reached such intensity that the
penalty for taking a cat’s life was death. Cats’ food was cut
into little pieces lest they choke and they were often encour-
aged to eat from their masters’ plates. Eventually, cats as gods
outnumbered their human counterparts.

According to Bureau of Census figures originating with
the American Veterinary Medical Association, cats are the
number one companion animal in the United States. There
are 54.5 million feline-owning households. A trip to the

library will convince you that a dog may be man’s best friend,

but cats are more fun to write about. In my library, there are
far more cat books than books devoted to any other single
species. The introduction to The Literary Cat, Quips Quotes
and Observations was, in my opinion, an amazingly accurate
description of the attraction we human beings feel for both
creatures.

‘No wonder the ancient Egyptians worshipped cats as gods
— is there an animal with more dignity, more aloof serenity,
and innate grandeur? What other domestic creature behaves
like an honored guest and is treated as an equal?

‘Cats fix us with their gaze and put us in our place. They
beguile us with their startling affection and charm us with the
beauty of their fluid bodies. They amaze us with their com-
posure and delight us with their agility.

“Try to capture a cat with a generalization and you will be
proven wrong, for cats are mercurial — as swift in mood as
they are in movement, playful one moment, elusive the next.
Communicative today, reclusive tomorrow, their motivations
remain unknowable, yet their presence becomes essential to
our lives.

‘Cats do as they please, and for that we admire — and even
revere — them. They treat us as companions, demanding and
receiving our respect as their due. The fact that they choose
to spend their lives with us is a gift we accept gratefully”

With the range of companion animals available, why are
certain people attracted to dogs, cats, alpacas, exotic animals,
or even snakes? There are, in fact, 5 million Americans who
are very bonded to their slithery buddies. Over 70 years ago,
G. Stanley Hall put forth the theory that a persons age
determined the preference for a certain type of pet. According
to Hall, children under five preferred cats because they were
smaller and less demanding. Once a child reached the middle
years of eight to twelve, their preference would switch to the
more active and mobile dog. Once in adolescence, the pref-
erence would again change back to cats because of the more

independent feline personality. While this theory was inven-
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tive, it proved to be very inaccurate.
According to the book The Loving
Bond, a compilation of articles edited
by Phil Arkow about the Human
Animal Bond, current research indi-
cates that childhood experiences which
influence learned responses to various
animals and domestic situations hold
the key to why certain people prefer
certain animals.

Current research also indicates that
individuals who are drawn to a specif-
ic type of animal usually have either
similar or complementary personality
characteristics with it. Aline Kidd is a
professor of psychology at Mills
College. Her husband, Rev. Robert
Kidd is a chaplain and serves on the
Animal and Human Research
Subcommittees at the V.A. Medical
Centre in Martinez California. They
are collaborating on research involving
the human personality and human/
companion animal bonding.

According to their research there are
significant differences between persons
who strongly prefer one type of pet
and those who prefer another.
According to the Kidds, male dog and
male horse owners are stereotypically
assertive, dominant and ‘masculine’.
They are low in the need to care for
others and show a preference for the
larger, more aggressive breeds of dogs
and horses.

Horsewomen in the show world
tend to be similar to male horse own-
ers. Women who have horses strictly as
pets tend to display more traditional
feminine behaviours.

Turtle owners, as one might expect,
are generally hard working, reliable,
considerate, believe the world to be
lawful and are steadily goal oriented.
They also tend to be upwardly mobile
because they are usually discontented
with their present status in life. Bird
owners on the other hand are content-
ed, courteous, expressive, nurturant
and unpretentious. Bird owners of
both sexes are generally social.

So what about cat people?
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According to Kidd and Kidd, ‘Cat
people of both sexes demonstrate a
need to be, or at least to feel, indepen-
dent and are low in need to care for
others. Additionally male owners of
cats are low in aggressiveness... Cats
and their owners are primarily inde-
pendent and somewhat aloof.”

More insight into the alpaca owner’s
psyche might lie in the exotic animal
owners description since alpacas, even
though technically farm animals, are
still a might unusual. Perhaps alpaca
people are a blend of the two. The
Kidds found exotic animal owners to
be, ‘Relaxed, informal, novelty-seek-
ing, changeable, unconventional,
somewhat unpredictable, and unable
to tolerate routines.’

Bill Hayward, in his book Car
Peogple photographed and interviewed
people about their cats. I found simi-
larities between Hayward’s cat people
interviews and the many articles and
books I have read about alpacas and
alpaca people.

Mr Hayward interviewed Jane
Pauley, formerly of the 7oday Show.

She said of cats, ‘Cat people can be
so selfless; it takes quite a person to
love a cat who does not obviously
adore you. While there are some cats
who will jump up and kiss you when
you come in, there are other cats who
won't give you the time of day unless it
is dinner hour. A cat person will love
that cat just as much and maybe a lit-
tle more. I have found that when you
are all wound up, the best tranquilizer
in the world is to get one of your cats
and stroke it for twenty minutes.’

Many alpaca owners have been
quoted about the so-called martini
effect of a few minutes spent with
alpacas.

Ruth Levy, a teacher interviewed by
Bill Hayward, said of cats, ‘If a cat
becomes attached to you, you really
feel that you've succeeded.’

Rosanna Hart, in her book, Alpacas
Jfor Love and Money, said, “While
alpacas vary greatly in personality, they
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generally enjoy people. They com-
pletely lack the slavish devotion of
dogs. There is typically more aloofness
in an alpaca. You can go on vacation
without worrying that your alpacas
will pine for you.’

Wanda Toscanini Horowitz said in
the book Car People, ‘I love cats
because they are so beautiful aestheti-
cally. They are like sculpture walking
around the house.” Alpacas are very
often referred to as living works of art
or kinetic sculpture.

Comparisons are sometimes useful
and, in this case perhaps, interesting.
But a similarity to cats can hardly
explain the attraction alpaca and llama
enthusiasts feel for their animals. A
good friend of mine once said of our
llamas, ‘I think llamas must be the
closest thing to a unicorn that you
could see without dying.’

Perhaps the magic of alpacas lies in
the fact that they are completely
unique and not really like any other
animal. On the other hand, Michael
Joseph, an English publisher said of
cats, ‘His friendship is not easily won
but it is something worth having.’
Most of us would agree the same thing
is true of alpacas.

Introduction from 7he Literary Cat s reprinted

with permission of running Press, 125 S.22nd
Street Philadelphia PA 19103. Copyright 1990
by Running Press.

Marty McGee




Editorial to Carol Hosking

If possible, all editorial contributions
should be typed. Visual material can
be colour photographs or trans-
parencies. We will endeavour to
return all photos and slides.

If you are submitting photographs
and slides, please mark them clearly
with your name and stud, so that we
can identify them for return.

Advertising to Suzanne
Charles

Rates and specifications are available
on request. We can accept camera
ready material or will produce adver-
tising material to specification.

We cannot guarantee inclusion of late
advertising material.

For further information, on
editorial and advertising
matters...
PHONE: (03) 9428 9663
FAX: (03) 9428 2728

during business hours.

Please address all editorial

and advertising material to:
PTW Desktop & Design

Unit 9, 663 Victoria Street
Abbotsford 3067 Victoria

DEADLINES 1997

Issue 20: Spring
Due: September 1997
Deadline: Friday 18 July

Issue 21: Summer
Due: December 1997
Deadline: Friday 17 October

TO REACH EVERY
AUSTRALIAN ALPACA
BREEDER... MAKE YOUR
ADVERTISING BOOKING
FOR NEXT ISSUE NOW.

FOR SALE
Five Starn Complex

Cranbourne Area — 50 Acres

Magnificent three bedroom brick residence, with full ensuite to
master. Hostess kitchen. Two living areas. Ducted heating. Bay
windows. Front and rear verandahs.

32 individually fenced paddocks (25m X 75m) including new colourbond
shelter sheds to all.

» Easy access via central laneways.

70ft x 25ft x 10ft (high) rearing complex equipped with 10.2m wide X
25m long pens. Septic system and heaters.

15m X 9m X 3.6m (high) all purpose shed. Machinery shed and tree lined
boundaries.

» Easy access to freeways and 1 hour to Melbourne.

Many More Features

For a brochure and further details contact
Shane Howard A/H (03) 5997 1130 or mobile (015) 819 218

Finning First National 148 High Street, Cranbourne Phone (03) 5996 1200
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i PUBLICATIONS
| Fibre Report $14.00
Seminar Proceedings
Roseworthy 1993 $22.00
Canberra 1994 $22.00
Geelong 1995 $22.00
Queensland 1996 $27.00
Promoting Alpacas Is Easy $7.00
Alpacas Australia magazine, 4 back issues $14.00
The Alpaca Book: Hoffman & Fowler $142.00
\  Animal Breeding & Production: Escobar $63.00
The Life of Charles Ledger: Gramiccia $120.00
Medicine and Surgery of South American
Camelids: Fowler $162.00
‘An Introduction to Alpacas’ Video $44.95
‘Camelids’, Veterinary Proceedings 1995 $37.00
‘Camelids’ Veterinary Proceedings 1996 $70.00

Herd Book Vol 1, Vol 2, Vol 3, Vol 4 per volume  $17.00
Herd Book Vol 4 only — diskette (ASCII formar) $19.00
Coat Colour Tables $22.00

* Llama & Alpaca Neo-natal Care 1996 (revised), $50.00
Smith B, Timm K, Long P.

* First Aid for Llamas and Alpacas, Fowler M & A $38.00
Showing Guidelines (available AAA members only) $19.00

Total

* These titles not available until end June 97

PLEASE NOTE

All prices are Australian dollars and are inclusive of
postage and handling within Australia only.

For overseas orders, please contact the Association
for specific postage charges.

ORDER FORM

Please tick the appropriate box/es.
D I am not a member of the AAA, but am

interested in learning more about alpacas.

Please send me a FREE alpaca information

kit

I:J I would like to subscribe to the quarterly
magazine, Alpacas Australia.

Australia $AUD28
New Zealand  $AUD35
Overseas $AUD45

I enclose my cheque/money order (made
payable to the Australian Alpaca Association
Inc.) for $..............

D Mastercard
| Bankcard (5]

i Visa =
Credit Card No.
OO0 OOOOOOOOO0O

Name on Credit Card

Expiry Date .....cccoevevrerecnunnencne

SIENATULE ..ccuveneserissecnssessmsasseosonsssnsssasonsneaesesss

Please photocopy or cut out this order form and send to

AUSTRALIAN ALPACA ASSOCIATION INC.
ARBN 067 146 481

PO Box 464 Brentford Square Victoria 3131

Ph: +61 (0)3 9877 0778 Fax: +61 (0)3 9877 0770
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Born Into a Class, Not a Herd.

The difference between an alpaca and a World
Class Alpaca begins before birth. As the first true
alpaca stud in Australia, World Class Alpacas are
committed to producing the very finest stock.

Every World Class investment is of excellent
conformation, true to type, with dense fleece of
even consistent colour.

Working in partnership with Veterinarian
Dr Anthony Stachowski, the leading American
breeder of alpacas, our World Class approach
involves all aspects of animal husbandry.

Nutrition and health are covered extensively
ina complete breeding program designed to pro-
duce the very finest Alpacas in Australia.

And to ensure the quality of your investment,
every World Class Alpaca comes with a compre-
hensive Health Certificate to ensure that your
ownership is both profitable and enjoyable.

Phone now for a no dbli'gation appointment to
view the World Class Alpaca stud. Sandra and
Laurie Harrison will be delighted to show you the
fine selection of World Class investments.

World Class

i hCa

“GLENWOOD” THREE CHAIN ROAD

COBAW VICTORIA 3442
PHONE: 03 5427 0500 FAX: 03 5427 0685

Batters & McKay 606WCA



Don't like to Gamble ?
There's no Wild Cards in this Pack!

Tarapaca Alexander
Inca Snow Spirit Cherry Hill Grey Bear
Suzendy Centuri Inca Black Magic

Also standing at Stud... Eclipse Antares (Solid Dark Fawn)
Wyona Biggles (owned by | & K Allston, Dark Fawn Suri)

* Mobile Matings available and preferred

* All possible advise and support
to new and existing breeders

* Agents for Thunderbird™ Scales - $ 795 ex

Enquiries and inspection welcome...
Contact: Mandy or Craig Lawton  Phone: (02) 9652-2638

998 Old Northern Road, Glenorie Fax: (02) 9652-2639




